Ightfield Parish Council Annual Statement FY 20/21
 
This last financial year between 6th April 2020 to 5th April 2021 was eventful with the implementation of two large projects for a small rural Parish Council.
The Link Pathway was completed at the end of September and the Calverhall Playground refurbishment completed this last Easter. Along with our ongoing operational work and expenses this has resulted in an annual turnover of nearly £80,000 including VAT.
When embarking on any project or operational costs, funds are always secured before hand with then close management of cashflow being the priority. With the large sums of money involved in the last financial year, the Parish Council decided to secure a £10,000 Public Works Loan over a 2 year repayment scheme at a very competitive rate of interest. This has been used to secure a safe cash flow particularly when dealing with the payment and then reclaiming of VAT.  As a result of our larger financial turnover this year our Parish Council financial audit will be subject to a higher level of independent inspection.
 
In FY 20/21 there were 7 planning applications presented to this PC. These ranged from house extensions, car park provision and agricultural/horse riding buildings.
 
Rural road conditions are always an issues within Shropshire and this is reflected in the parish of Ightfield road network.  We are not responsible for any of the local road network but do work closely with Shropshire Council on pothole and flooding reporting. This last year has seen some improvement on road flooding between Ightfield and Calverhall. Major Shropshire Council work started this March on the lenghty problems outside Calverhall on the Bletchley road. As always with potholes and flooding we can never count our chickens. The Parish Council with the help of its Parishioners reports aim to coordinate with infrastructure partners to keep the local road network safe and maintained. 
 
Since 2019, the Parish council has focused its efforts within a Strategic Vision that has 3 goals; securing and improving our local infrastructure, representing the Parish in planning and development and supporting/enabling our local communities.
 
The Parish Council website over the last few years has become our main portal for news and communication within the community. This facility can then feed into social media operated by other groups within our Parish.  Parishioners are advised to contact the Parish Council through the website.
 
Over the last year the Parish Council has been successful in obtaining financial grants from a number of organisations; The Community Infrastructure Levy for the Pathway, also from Shropshire Council the S106 Planning award for the Calverhall Playground.  The War Memorial Trust for the Ightfield Cross and Severn Water Community Fund for the Defibrillator in the Ightfield Telephone Box. 
In addition The Parish Council continued to provide grants for the upkeep of both parish church grounds, the Village Hall Committee groundwork in the parish and Salops Wheels community transport provision. 
 
Looking forward to this Financial Year we shall complete the Calverhall Playground refurbishment, the Defibrillator installation at Ightfield, the cleaning of the War Memorial Cross at Ightfield.  Over the next year we will be looking to secure funds for the upgrade of the street lights within the parish and repairs to equipment at the Ightfield Playground. The ongoing maintenance of facilities, the provision of utilities, insurance and grants is financed through the Council Tax Precept we receive at the beginning of each financial year.
