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GUNTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Full Parish Council Meeting Held on 
Wednesday 24th September 2025 at 7.15 pm in the Village Hall

Present: Cllrs: Lesley Jeffery (LJ – Vice Chair), Chris Cope (CC), Ray George (RG), Nick Hill (NH), Lyn Palmer (LP)
In Attendance: Naomi Cope (NC - Clerk)  and one member of the public.

	Year and Minute
	DISCUSSION AND DECISIONS

	
	Public Participation: A member of the public asked about the feasibility study for the A6097.  There is no further information at the current time.

	091/25
	To receive and accept apologies for absence:  Cllrs Everington, Kent and Jackson sent their apologies.

	092/25
	To receive and note declarations of interest: It was noted that Cllr Cope’s wife is the clerk. None others noted.

	093/25
	To accept as a true record of the meeting the Minutes of the previous meeting: 
Minutes from the meeting held on 27th August 2025 were accepted as a true record of the meeting and signed by the Vice Chair.

	094/25
	To receive and note reports from District and County Councillors: Cllr Jackson sent an email before the meeting to say that some trees and shrubs have been cut down in order to clear the dykes and ditches.

	095/25
	Planning: 
a. Applications: None at time of setting agenda 
b. Decisions: 25/00932/DISCON| Request for Confirmation of Discharge of Condition 5, Condition 6 attached to PP 24/02226/HOUSE Proposed new front entrance, front/side extension, new porch over utility entrance, reforming breakfast room and alterations.| Marlock House Farm Lowdham Road Gunthorpe NG14 7ES: PART CONDITIONS DISCHARGED
25/01176/LDCE| Certificate of Lawfulness to continue the existing use of the property as a residential dwelling|2 The Avenue Gunthorpe NG14 7ET: CERTIFICATE ISSUED
25/01177/LDCE| Certificate of Lawfulness to continue the existing use of the property as a residential dwelling| Lodge Farm Lowdham Road Gunthorpe NG14 7ES: CERTIFICATE ISSUED


	096/25
	Financial Matters:
a. To note payments received and authorise accounts for payment – Clerk pay for Sept APPROVED.  Expenses £39.49 for ink cartridges APPROVED.  Grass Cutting: £215.54 and £415.20 and ICO Direct Debit - £47 NOTED. Approved purchase of one or two salt bins depending as needed after review. Approved purchase of 2 new sets of defibrillator pads and battery.
b. To approve monthly bank reconciliation balance at Unity = £52,218.63 APPROVED.  


	097/25
	Environmental Matters/Nature reserve: Cllr Hill remarked on the tree that has been cut over the footbridge on the nature reserve.  NC reported that Via are replacing the footbridge and handrails.  NC now has the combination lock so the team can access the nature reserve via the gate.  Cllr Hill has been in touch with Richard Ward and he is aware that he still needs to do some work on the nature reserve and will in due course.  
Cllr Palmer suggested that the if the nature reserve are still wanting benches, GPC could buy from the same place as the new play park bench and potentially get a discount.  
Cllr Hill commented that a parishioner had reported that their dog had been loose in the nature reserve and had been bitten by something and was very unwell afterwards.  Cllr Jeffrey suggested that this might be an adder as there are some in the area  
Cllr Hill said that Cam Pearson has managed to get some trees for the parish from the Woodland Trust.  


	[bookmark: _Hlk99437853]098/25
	Flood Resilience Scheme: Cllr George spoke to Matt who is doing the work for Severn Trent on clearing of ditches along the road towards Lowdham.  They are planning to do this at night, starting end of this week or next week. Cllr George is awaiting the flood report on the inspection of Shaney’s field. 
NC explained that the next round of Flood Resilience Scheme Grant is available.  Cllr George wasn’t sure what else we could spend it on and the storage areas are at capacity currently.  Cllr Jeffrey suggested we should put this on hold until something is needed. Cllr Jeffrey suggested that pump servicing might be a reasonable use for the money.  ACTION: Cllr George will look at the price of pump servicing.

	099/25
	Highways and public rights of way: Via are planning to replace the footbridge and handrails.  They are working out access down to the nature reserve. They have already cleared the overhanging tree.


	100/25
	Village Hall, Play park and playground: Cllr Jeffery presented 3 quotes for new benches for the play park (emailed to Cllrs on 17th Sept).  Cllr Jeffrey showed an example of the benches from Plasteco Wood, which was the preferred option.  ACTION: Cllr Jeffrey to have another look at Plasteco and see about a bench for the nature reserve also. 
Cllr Cope confirmed that the defib at Tom Browns should be reconnected tomorrow.  ACTION: Cllr Cope will reorder the new defib pads and battery X 2

	101/25
	Marston’s Riverside: Cllrs Everington, Jeffrey, Palmer and Cope met with Philip Gorry (Marston’s) on 22nd Sept. Cllr Cope gave a brief report of what happened at the meeting.  Philip Gorry reportedly accepted that Marston’s should have some responsibility for the maintenance of the land and access to the river.  The riverside had been tidied up by a parishioner, so it was looking in better condition than prior months, although one lifebelt was still not accessible.  Philip reportedly admitted that the land does not hold much value to Marston’s as a business, but the car park is of intrinsic value.  He said that the land holds a ‘book value’ and that the PC should put in an offer if they wish to purchase it for the parish.  This would need to be discussed and put to the parish as to what should be offered.  Cllr Cope commented that Marston’s would be unable to develop the land, and the PC could maintain it and make it look better for the community and their company.  The price offered needs to reflect the ongoing maintenance that the GPC will have to undertake.  ACTION: Cllr Cope and the clerk to draft a letter of an offer for the land and send to the GPC for approval.  This figure would then need to go to the parish before proceeding.

	102/25
	Website update: NC has updated contact info on the website including Cllrs’ email addresses.  The decision was taken to ‘go live’ with the new website. NC to edit Neighbourhood Plan page to remove out-of-date information and add a comment to the homepage for people to get in contact if there are any errors.
ACTION: NC to order new council-owned email addresses

	103/25
	[bookmark: _Hlk99438173]To note correspondence:  
ACTION: NC to order 5 x 20kg free salt bags and get them delivered to Cllr Cope who will fill up the salt bins.  Cllr Jeffrey to check on location of Blue Bins and see if we want any more ordering.
NC shared the new bus timetable for Gunthorpe to Cropwell Bishop.  It was suggested that they be put up in the noticeboards, the chapel window and the Church noticeboard. 
NC had forwarded information about training events through NALC.  Cllr Jeffrey suggested that we maybe use the Village Hall and ask someone from NALC to come and deliver training to the PC in January.  Cllr George was interested in doing the training for new Councillors.  GPC APPROVED to pay for this.  ACTION: Cllr George to ask Cllr Kent if she is also interested in the training.

	104/25
	AOB: Cllr George reported the response from the Council about the hidden street lights – they are not going to take any further action.  He proposed asking on Facebook whether people could check if they have any trees which are covering lights and also give the number to call if a light is out.  This was APPROVED.
Cllr George asked about the bench repair at the caravan park.  Cllr Cope confirmed that someone has been found to do this and they will be paid through the Lengthsman scheme.
Cllr George emailed Cllr Jackson about changing the speed limit to 20mph through the village and about the state of the road.  Cllr Jackson is going to see about funding for resurfacing of the road.  He said that a petition is needed for speed changes.
Cllr George has completed the flood warning training online and has sent it out to volunteers.  It was a 45-minute online course and free.
Cllr Cope raised the issue of damage to the armco barrier on the A6097 beside the caravan park. This was damaged in an accident several years ago and has had a temporary plastic barrier in place ever since.
Cllr Cope mentioned the email about safety on the A6097 and suggested that GPC asked for another meeting.  ACTION: NC to request another meeting with Ellie Jaycock and Cllr Jackson.
Cllr George to chase Via abut the repair of the crash barrier on the A6097.


	105/25
	Matters for Next Agenda: Cllr Jeffrey reported that there is no visible sign for the school, and some people are unaware that there is a school in Gunthorpe.  She would like to ask Cllr Jackson about it – item for next agenda.

	106/25
	Private & Confidential: 
None

	107/25
	Meeting Closed: There being no further business the Vice Chair closed the meeting at 20:24
Date of next Parish Council meeting:  Wednesday 22nd October at 7.15pm







Approved by the Chair on Wednesday 24th September 2025, Signed:


