Haltwhistle Town Council – Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 1st of September 2025 at 6.30pm
Venue: Haltwhistle Library, First Floor
Time: 6.30pm – 8.45pm
Present: Cllr A Sharp (Chair), Cllr M Ridley (Vice-Chair), Cllr A Cheverst, Cllr S Nixon, Cllr K Teasdale, Cllr G Heppell, Cllr J Sheils, Cllr A Howells
Also Present: County Councillor Rachel Mathieson, Clerk: Emma Ackroyd

-A presentation from Haltwhistle Academy took place from 6:00 to 6:30 by Jenny Broadbent, on the subject of their reading programme to support their grant application. 

Note of Thanks – Christmas Lights Fundraising
The Council wishes to extend its sincere thanks to the Haltwhistle Chamber of Trade and all involved in the recent fundraising efforts at the Masonic Hall. The event raised nearly £1,400 towards the town’s Christmas lights, a vital contribution that significantly reduces the financial burden on the Council. 

194/25 Apologies for Absence Cllr S Dalglish and Cllr D Rogan-Mackie.

195/25 Public Questions None received.

196/25 Declarations of Interest None declared.

197/25 Minutes of the Previous Meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on 4th August 2025 were approved with a small amendment noting that both the Town Council and County Councillor had requested that the enforcement notices be served. 
Proposed: Cllr G Heppell, Seconded: Cllr S Nixon – Approved

198/25 Matters Arising from the Minutes None raised

199/25 Grounds – Reports and Resolutions Arising
199/25.01 Grounds Committee Meeting
• A verbal report was given from the grounds meeting which took place preceding the meeting. The schedule of work was reviewed. 
• Tree Report: Four trees with ash dieback to be felled immediately for safety reasons. Estimated cost: £1,500.
Proposed: Cllr M Ridley, Seconded: Cllr G Heppell – Approved
199/25.02 Public Seating and Bus Shelters
• Repairs to the hospital bus shelter were approved in principle, pending one further quote.
• Cllr J Sheils to seek quote from contact. 
• Cllr R Mathieson to acquire materials for bench refurbishment at Memorial Park, to be carried out during a future litter pick (weather permitting).
199/25.03 Public Footpaths, Lighting and Amenities
• Nettles obstructing burn path to be reviewed. 
• Uneven footpath bottom of Shield Hill bus stop raised as a safety concern. 
• Dog bag dispenser to be relocated by Cllr G Heppell for improved coverage. 
• New supply of dog poo bags to be ordered.
Proposed: Cllr G Heppell, Seconded: Cllr S Nixon – Approved
177/25.02 Public Seating and Bus Shelters
· Repairs progressing; perspex replacement for main shelter under investigation (see above). 
177/25.03 Public Footpaths, Lighting and Amenities
· Clerk to obtain quotes for upgraded solar lighting at Comb Hill.
· County Cllr Mathieson to consider using Members’ Allowance towards lighting.

200/25 Northumberland County Council
Report from County Councillor R Mathieson: 
• Toilets expected to be completed by 3rd September. 
• Park Road development rubbish addressed with site manager. 
• Memorial Park power supply: NCC provided estimated cost of £9,750. 
• Concerns raised about safe pedestrian access to the Post Office. NCC to explore painted road markings. 
• Visit from Advance Northumberland arranged for exploratory regeneration ideas.

201/25 Police Report Noted: 15 reported crimes (including theft, shoplifting, assault, burglary) and 4 ASB incidents.

202/25 Neighbourhood Plan Noted: Mark Harrison leaving NCC. Meeting to be arranged with Emma Ackroyd and Cllr S Dalglish to discuss next steps.

203/25 Borderlands Next meeting scheduled for October. Report to follow.

204/25 Monthly Councillor Surgery
Attended by Cllrs S Nixon, M Ridley, A Sharp. One member of the public attended, raising a concern about trees behind the school. 
Next Surgery: 20th September (Cllrs M Ridley & A Sharp)
Next Litter Pick: 21st September

205/25 Planning Applications
205/25.01 Ref 25/02400/ADE Advertisement consent: Digital display screen at Co-op, Westgate.
• Concerns raised regarding road safety and driver distraction. Objection to be lodged.
Other Planning Matters
• Last-minute application for rear porch at 12 Fellview: No objections.
Proposed: Cllr G Heppell, Seconded: Cllr S Nixon – Approved

206/25 Grant Requests
206/25.01 Warm Hub £250 Proposed: Cllr M Ridley, Seconded: Cllr S Nixon – Approved
206/25.02 Haltwhistle Academy £500 Proposed: Cllr A Sharp, Seconded: Cllr K Teasdale – Approved
206/25.03 Sport Tynedale £250 Proposed: Cllr K Teasdale, Seconded: Cllr J Sheils – Approved
• Update noted on Holly’s Hope blood box. Awaiting installation. 
• Quarterly grant to the Leisure Centre to be processed: £10,896.37

207/25 Reports on Financial Matters
207/25.01 Bank and Cash Balances as at 26th August: Approved
207/25.02 Receipts: Burial committee payment pending 
207/25.03 Accounts for Payment:
• Bus shelter repairs, grounds maintenance, small grants, and additional grant to Leisure Centre 
207/25.04 Bank Reconciliation & Income/Expenditure: Reviewed and accepted 
• Minor category adjustment to be made (Comb Hill expenditure)
Proposed: Cllr A Howells, Seconded: Cllr M Ridley – Approved

208/25 Joint Burial Committee
Next meeting to be held at Whitfield. Paperwork for appointment of Cllr M Ridley as trustee to be supplied

209/25 Haltwhistle Swimming & Leisure Centre
• Pool to remain open an extra week. 
• Celebration event scheduled for 18th October (50th Anniversary). All councillors invited

210/25 Notice Board
Quote to be obtained for a new freestanding noticeboard near the library.
EA to bring pricing to next meeting.

211/25 Tree Survey Discussed under item 199/25.01.

212/25 LTP (Local Transport Plan)
Three priorities agreed for submission:
1. Path repairs and safer crossing between station and post office
2. Additional traffic calming measures along Comb Hill
3. Crossing at Park Road near school (opposite Millfield Terrace)

213/25 Working Men’s Club Awaiting progress from Committee meeting. Ongoing dialogue regarding enforcement and long-term solutions. Section 215 and 79 requests not supported by NCC.

214/25 Media & Press No new matters.

215/25 Correspondence
Summary of correspondence received (Appendix 4):
• Parking concerns at the Leisure Centre
• Complaint about condition of Bellister footpaths
• Invitation to councillors for NCC budget meeting
• Request for strimming near Park Road development
• Report of broken goal post at Comb Hill – to be reviewed

216/25 Any Other Business None discussed.

217/25 Dates of Next Meetings
Grounds Committee Meeting: Monday 29th September 2025 at 10.00am, Council Office
Town Council Meeting: Monday 6th October 2025 at 6.30pm, Haltwhistle Library (First Floor)
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