Chair Report WPC Annual Meeting and PC AGM held on 20 May 2026
Thank you is expressed to all colleagues, and fellow councillors, who have put their heads above the parapet, in order to represent their neighbours within the Wistanstow Parish.        I
I would also wish to thank councillors for the support that has been given to me during the last twelve months.
I would like to thank Councillor Mike White on his efforts with Shropshire Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS). We can now literally start to see green shoots appearing from his initiative with road verges in Bushmoor.
I would like to thank our Footpaths Officer Phil Clarke for all the hard work he carries out maintaining footpaths in our parish.
I would also wish my thanks to our clerk Clive Leworthy for his advice and good humour in keeping us as a group on the straight and narrow.
I would also wish to thank our Shropshire Councillor Josh Dickin for involving himself in our area and for keeping us fully up to date with events as they progress.
2025 – 2026 Has been a busy year within Wistanstow PC and we have been faced with a variety of diverse topics.
The first item of good news is that there is no increase to the parish precept.
In addition to the more straightforward applications, we all travelled on to the Long Mynd one evening to view an application. The decision that we reached was agreed with by SC but this was overturned by Central Government on appeal.
We now have 6 defibrillators in position within the parish, and we continue to ensure that payment for the maintenance of the units and replacement of consumable parts takes place.
We agreed to upgrade our parish lamp standards to LED.  After adjustments were carried out by the contractor, the level of illumination of the lamps was deemed as acceptable by the village.
We look forward to the savings that we hope to achieve using the LED system.
We continue to maintain the Parish Clock, which is situated on the tower of Holy Trinity Church, ensuring winding and any adjustment is undertaken, and also that the maintenance of the old, closed churchyard, is carried out.
We continue to support the Village Hall, through the village hall committee, and ensure payments are made to enable the children’s playground to be inspected and also maintained in accordance with the appropriate safety regulations.
We have signed the memorandum of understanding between SC and WPC.
We have supported Euro Quality Lambs in their efforts to develop a site North of Craven Arms.
We are well served by West Mercia Police in our area. They have kept us fully aware of crime in our area, through their statistics for which we are grateful, and also for their continued efforts in crime reduction. The PC have also been visited by our local officer. Also, WM Police have visited the Village Hall, with their mobile police station, in their effort to increase their visibility.
I have attended several meetings (3) with SC and Euro Quality Lambs. Craven Arms
I have attended several SALC South Shropshire Area. Craven Arms, Ludlow
I attended a two-hour meeting with Minsterley Motors together with Councillor Dickin. 
I attended two meetings of NALC in Shrewsbury
Together with Councillor White we attended a SC Partnership Working Day Event at Ludlow.
I feel that if we as a PC are to be taken seriously, and an organisation with which to do business with, that our attendance and representation is noted at these events.
We are still not yet aware what the outcome will be with regards to the 435 Bus service, and we thank Councillor Dickin for his help and support.
To that end the PC has written to Councillor Dickin expressing our total support for the continuation of the bus service. 
Similarly, the work that councillor Dickin has carried out, ensuring support to the progress of the remedial action to the drainage and flood prevention in the Bushmoor area.
These works are to commence shortly, which it is understood will be a considerable undertaking, and some significant cost.
 That concludes my report.
