Minutes of the Stockton Parish Council Meeting: 7.30pm on the 15th September 2021, Norton Village Hall.
PRESENT:  Councillors Gavin Hamilton, Barry Spittle, John Pigg and  Henry Phillips (after minute 41/21)

Shropshire Councillor Richard Marshall

Graham Bould (Clerk). 

One Parishioner.
40/21. Welcome, Public Session and Partner Reports.
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Parish Council meeting and in doing so invited Shropshire Councillor Richard Marshall to present his report. The major activity the Councillor is involved with is highways and the new administration at Shropshire is investing 120 million over the next four years into the infrastructure. Work is due this financial year 21/22 into the A442 and as soon as start dates are known these will be communicated directly. Any direct questions for Councillor Marshall can be raised directly with the Clerk a week prior to the Parish Council meeting so a response can be provided at future meetings. The Chairman thanked Councillor Marshall and enquired of any issues or concerns to be raised from the public. The Parishioner present enquired about the quality of highway works being carried which does not give Parishioners much confidence with the system in operation or the contractors carrying out the work. Councillor Marshall reassured the Parishioners that quality systems and value for money has been greatly improved recently in terms of repairs and highway investment. The Parishioner then asked a supplementary  question around party loyalty verses independent thought to which Councillor Marshall responded he would always do what is best interests for the Division he represented. There being no further points to raise the Chairman moved to the next item of business.
41/21.  To consider the co-option of two additional Parish Councillors.
Members proposed, seconded and unanimously agreed that Henry Phillips and Paula Davies be co-opted to the Parish Council until the next election.
42/21. Apologies.
David Plant (holiday) Steve Bagnall (work) and Paula Davies (illness), agreed.
43/21. Declarations of Interest: None.
44/21. Minutes of the meeting held on the 23rd June 2021.
RESOLVED: that the minutes and actions of the meeting of Stockton Parish Council held on Wednesday 23rd June 2021 be confirmed and signed by the Chairman. 
45/21. Clerks Report: Members attention was drawn to the following items within the Clerks Report. The replacement bench would be delivered within the next six weeks for the centre of Norton. The full Environmental Grant has been received from Shropshire Council to be matched with Parish Council resources to develop improvements to the footpath on the A442 from the Stockton Church entrance to North Lodge and other projects under development, progress would be reported at future meetings. Some initial progress has been made to purchase a changed domain name for the web site stocktonparishcouncilshropshire.co.uk . Initial conversations are underway looking at the potential of a community led housing project within the Parish and the Mobile Library Service are looking for a location on a Wednesday for staff to access for comfort breaks. Members agreed that the Village Hall and Apply Farm Shop facilities should be approached to help. No further action is required on the external audit other then the tick box for the exercise of Public Rights in 22/23 to tick no for 21/22 to rectify the misunderstanding on the published dates.
46/21. Queens Green Canopy' Scheme: Two potential areas within the Parish have been identified for the Queens Green Canopy' Scheme. The Jubilee Play Park and the Village pond area. Of the two members agreed to priorities the Jubilee Play Park for additional hedge rows, and to explore a community orchard and willow sculpture. Resolve that the Clerk would bring forward a potential scheme for additional tree planting on the Jubilee Play Park for a future meeting after consultation with the landowner, and investigating external funding for the project.
47/21. Planning Applications.
1. 21/03459/OHL: land off Cheswardine Lane – single pole overhead line.  No Objections.
48/21. Newsletter: Members again thanked all those involved for continuing to develop the newsletter, the next edition has an Autumn theme. It was suggested that an approach be made to Norton RBL for an article. 
49/21. Village Hall report: A new committee has been elected at their recent AGM and will provide updates.
50/21. Highways and Footpaths: As part of the Environmental Maintenance project the Clerk would be looking to inspect the roads/footpaths across the Parish during 21/22 and reporting any defects to 'fix my street' at Shropshire, also identifying areas for maintenance improvements, litter picking and sign clearing to develop with social partners.
51/21. Jubilee Play Park: Members received an updated report that highlighted a number of repairs and maintenance actions required from the recent ROSPA inspection. Contractors have been commissioned to undertake repairs to the fencing, swings and climbing frames at the site, the equipment is inspected regularly for any further defects. Members further agreed that investigations be carried out for replacement chains on the large 'bucket' swing to extent the life span of this piece of equipment.
52/21. Defibrillator update: The defibrillator is continuing to function well after the recent by-monthly inspection.
53/21. Finance: The Parish Council agreed the following items of expenditure, the account balance before the expenditure below stands at £14,414.70 and members received an up to date bank reconciliation statement.

	100287
	Royal British Legion – Large Poppies (grant)
	£39.00

	100288
	DM Payroll Services Ltd (payroll)
	£37.50

	100289
	Play safety Limited (ROSPA inspection)
	£86.40

	100290
	Clerks half yearly payment (salary)
	£868.76

	100291
	HMRC (PAYE)
	£217.00

	100292
	Clerks expenses (expenses)
	£48.82

	100293
	Web domain name (IT)
	£9.59

	100294
	Village Bench (highways project)
	£757.20

	100295
	Norton Village Hall (grant)
	£500.00

	100296
	Web hosting package (IT)
	£59.99


54/21. Risk Assessment and Asset Register 21/22: Both documents agreed and signed.
55/21: Date of the next meeting: 3rd November 2021 7.30pm Noton Village Hall

Meeting closed at 8.45pm 


Chairman………………………………………………… 

Date………………………………………………………..

Graham Bould (Clerk), 18, Mendip Close, Little Dawley, Telford. TF4 3JG                                                                 01952-594758 and 07792300702 gbouldparish@yahoo.co.uk, 
1

