


MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL
HELD ON THURSDAY, 7TH MAY 2026
AT CHUTE VILLAGE HALL


46/26 OPEN FORUM
No members of the public were present.

47/26 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN AND VICE-CHAIRMAN
Cllr Wall was re-elected as Chairman and signed her Declaration of Acceptance of Office. It was agreed that Cllr Parr should remain as Vice-Chairman and he will be reinstated at the June meeting as he was not present.

[bookmark: _Hlk136944740]48/26 PRESENT
Cllr Wall (Chairman), Cllr Rudland, Cllr McIntyre, Cllr Taylor and Cllr Chris Williams (WCC).
The Clerk was in attendance. 

49/26 APOLOGIES
There were apologies from Cllr Alderson, Cllr Parr and Cllr Hopton.  

50/26 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None.

51/26 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
The minutes of the last meeting held on 2nd April 2026 were proposed by Cllr Rudland and seconded by Cllr McIntyre. The minutes were then signed by the Chairman as a true record. 

52/25 PLANNING
PL/2026/02455 Cross Keys Inn, Upper Chute – Validation of Con. 3 re. change of material
The Parish Council understands that the company who were contracted to supply the originally roof tiles has been sold so is no longer able to do so. In principle, the Parish Council has no objection to the change of roof tile if no other alternative is available, although it would have been good to have seen other options.

53/26 COUNTY COUNCILLOR / WILTSHIRE POLICE REPORTS
Cllr Williams read out his report which had been submitted in advance of the meeting and circulated to councillors. A copy is attached to the minutes. The police did not attend the meeting, and no report was received prior to the meeting. However, the police were present at Chute Club recently, but no prior notice was given of this community engagement event so nobody was aware of their presence, which was counter-productive.

54/26 PARISH REPORTS
Highways (MM) 
Cllr McIntyre was asked if he would be prepared to become the councillor responsible for highways and he agreed. Cllr Williams stated that he has again requested the resurfacing of the road from the Old Vicarage in Upper Chute, past Parsonage Farm down to the junction by the village green. This had already been requested by Cllr Wall. Some potholes have been filled by the Parish Steward. The signs on the Clanville road crossroads have still not been reinstated and there have been two accidents there recently. 

Footpaths/Rights of Way (AR/MA)
CHUT14 – Cllr Wall said Simon Withers has constructed a simple barrier at the end of the footpath, back from the road verge free of charge which is very much appreciated. Thank you Simon. 

CHUT15 – The dog gate between the two fields has been temporarily repaired. The bar needs straightening.

Huw Lovesey has requested that his footpath reports be added to the parish council’s website. The councillors discussed this and felt that, as the report was not written by a parish councillor, it should be reviewed first to ensure that the information contained does not cause any conflict with our landowners. Cllr Rudland will review the latest report and then advise The Clerk if it is alright to publish. 

King George Playing Field (CW)
Cllr Wall advised that they have experienced problems with the John Deere 900 mower which is leaking oil from the hydraulic motors. Hunt Forest came out and fitted new seals it but then it leaked again. It will cost £1,200 to replace one motor. The technician who came out had never worked on this machine before, so we are not sure if the motor needs replacing or not. The seals are under warranty. Cllr Wall advised that she had visited Hunt Forest in Chilbolton as she was unhappy that this was not identified at the first visit and would now pay double labour charges and it was decided by the service manager to fit a new seal, which would be under warranty rather than replace a motor. The mower cost £10,000 and was purchased 5 years ago. Johnnie Withers cut the remainder of the field, so the cricket club could play on Thursday evening.

Village Hall (CW)  
Cllr Wall advised that the Village Hall status has been changed to a Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO) which protects the trustees from liability. 

The recent clothes sale made £1,500 and Cllr Wall forecast a further £1,000 from sales of the residual clothing online. The money will be used to replace the loos and basins in the ladies’ toilets and install new lighting. The lights in the kitchen also need replacing.

Allotments (MT)
The annual rent invoices were sent out, and all plot holders have now paid. It was discussed whether the rent should have been increased but it was felt that £10 per plot per annum was adequate and would be reviewed at our budget meeting for 2027-8.

55/26 FINANCE 
The internal audit with John Murry took place in Winchester on Monday, 27th April. He advised that the parish council should discuss whether they need to add cyber security to their insurance policy in the event of a cyber-attack. It was agreed that we should increase our e-mail security though IONOS.

He further advised that the Clerk’s Salary should be reviewed annually in line with the NALC pay scales and there is no evidence that this has been considered. He lastly advised that allotment rent should be reviewed regularly. Apart from that there were no areas of concern. 

There will be no external audit by PKF Littlejohn LLP this year as we can submit a Certificate of Exemption due to the fact that our annual income is under £25,000. 

Sections 1 & 2 of the Annual Governance and Accounting Record (AGAR) were read out, agreed and signed by The Chairman and Clerk. The Certificate of Exemption will be filed with PKF Littlejohn LLP. 

£193.08 of CIL funds were transferred from the deposit account to the current account, which was CPC’s contribution towards the new fingerpost sign on Lower Chute green last year, split 50/50 with CFPC. Remaining CIL funds are £2,362.01 and the annual CIL return has been submitted to WCC by The Clerk.

The insurance renewal quote from Clear Councils has not yet been received so The Clerk will request this.

The bank reconciliation and the corresponding bank statements were circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting. Parish Council funds are £18,239.39 after 50% of the annual precept in the amount of £9,000 was received at the end of April. £15,423.23 is held in the current account and £2,816.16 in the deposit account. These figures reconcile to the bank statements. The Chairman signed the bank reconciliation as a true record. 

The record of payments made and received since the last meeting is as follows:
[bookmark: _Hlk73460116]Payments Made:
07/04/2026	WALC Annual Subscription			£157.69
07/04/2026	Ionis Subs x 4 (CW)				£  16.80
17/04/2025	Lloyds Bank Service Charge			£    4.25
20/04/2026	Ionos Cloud 					£    3.00
20/04/2026	Ionos Cloud (Cancelled)			£    3.00
27/04/2026	Clerks Salary – April				£260.00
27/04/2026	HMRC – PAYE				£  65.00
Payments Received:
08/04/2026	Morey re. allotment rent			£     10.00
08/04/2026	Gifford re. allotment rent		£     10.00
08/04/2026	Harker re. allotment rent		£     10.00
08/04/2026	Taylor re. allotment rent			£     10.00
21/04/2026 	WCC – Precept 50%			£9,000.00
21/04/2026 	Tfr of CIL funds re 50% of Signpost	£   193.08

Payments for approval via online banking:
07/05/2026	John Murray re. Internal Audit			£   200.00
07/05/2026	Clerks Expenses – Stationery/Mileage 		£     40.30
07/05/2026	Clear Insurance Premium			£   995.00 tbc
07/05/2026	KGPF Grant 					£2,700.00
[bookmark: _Hlk154652132]07/05/2026	VH Grant 					£   150.00
27/05/2026	Clerks Salary – May				£   260.00
27/05/2026	HMRC – PAYE				£     65.00

[bookmark: _Hlk163482454]The above payments were approved by all councillors present.
56/26 PARISH IMPROVEMENT PROGRAMME
There were no new items to add. 

57/26 CORRESPONDENCE AND ADMINISTRATION 
There were no changes this year to the Standing Orders or Financial Regulations (NALC standard versions).

NALC has advised that all Parish Council’s need to adopt an IT policy as part of their compliance. The Clerk had circulated a standard IT policy to all councillors prior to the meeting for review. There was a brief discussion about it and Cllr McIntyre is going to make his recommendations regarding any changes prior to the next meeting as he has expertise in this area. This will then be added to our Risk Assessment and Management Plan, once finalised.

The situation at 2 Chute Cadley was briefly discussed but it is not really within the Parish Council’s remit. 

The meeting closed at 9.18 pm


The next meeting of Chute Parish Council will take place on
Thursday, 4th June 2026 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall

Wiltshire Councillor Annual Report
It has been an interesting and at times, challenging year at Wiltshire Council. The Liberal Democrat minority administration brought forward its budget for 2026/27 alongside a three‑year financial forecast. My Conservative colleagues and I had serious concerns about several elements of the proposed budget and its long‑term impact on Wiltshire taxpayers. These concerns included plans for three‑weekly bin collections, the rebuild of St Stephens Car Park, significant increases in parking charges, and £20 million of new borrowing, contributing to more than £76 million in long‑term costs.
Following a series of U‑turns by the Liberal Democrats — including reversing proposals to close the Household Recycling Centres at Lower Compton and Purton and to cease support for Community Transport — the budget was ultimately passed with the support of Independent and Labour councillors. Regrettably, the alternative Conservative budget, which focused on strategic savings and greater financial stability, was rejected. I remain concerned that this approach will lead to service reductions, harm to the local economy and residents paying the price for decades to come.
At the Full Council Budget Setting meeting concerns about proposed parking charge increases, including raising Sunday charges to match Monday–Saturday rates and extending charging hours to 7am–7pm were raised by conservative members. These changes will inevitably affect hospitality businesses, retail workers and people attending places of worship. A technical Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) consultation is taking place for comments from residents and businesses. It is important to be clear that this is not a full public consultation, as the anticipated increase in income is already built into the budget. More worryingly, the Liberal Democrat Leader, Cllr Ian Thorn, has publicly stated that there is a strong case for harmonising parking charges across the county — meaning the smaller market towns such as Devizes and Marlborough could be brought into line with higher‑charging areas like Salisbury. 
Changes to waste and recycling services have also been agreed, which I voted against. These include moving general household waste (black bin) collections from every two weeks to every three weeks and introducing a slot‑booking system at Household Recycling Centres — changes that many residents are understandably concerned about.
Concerns about highways, road conditions and potholes continue to fill my inbox and are raised regularly at Parish Council meetings. As always, please report issues via the MyWilts app. If problems persist, please escalate them through your Parish Clerk and contact me directly — I am always happy to follow up with highways engineers on your behalf. I am particularly concerned that the Liberal Democrat budget relies on borrowing £15 million to supplement the Department for Transport highways maintenance grant. By contrast, the Conservative alternative budget provided £18.6 million of additional revenue funding over three years without borrowing. The £15 million loan is forecast to cost £58 million in interest and charges over 50 years — meaning, quite starkly, that our great‑grandchildren will still be paying for the road repairs carried out over the next few years.
I remain concerned about the rejection of Wiltshire’s draft Local Plan by Government inspectors following nationally imposed changes that have increased the county’s housing target by 81%. This creates significant uncertainty for communities and increases the risk of speculative planning applications across Wiltshire. The council now faces restarting an extremely complex and costly plan‑making process that is likely to take several years, made even harder by the withdrawal of funding for neighbourhood plans.
I will continue to keep you updated over the coming months on all these important issues at Parish Council meetings and via Facebook.
Finally, thank you to all our Parish Councils and the many community groups who work tirelessly to keep villages in our community area vibrant, resilient and wonderful places to live.
Christopher Williams
Wiltshire Councillor for Ludgershall North and Rural
Tel: 07712159562    Email: christopher.williams@wiltshire.gov.uk  




