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JOYDENS WOOD ACTIVE RETIREMENT ASSOCIATION (JARA)

                                                   
During the year of 2016, we celebrated our 16th Birthday since the formation of JARA and we continue to enjoy a full membership of 200 active members with just a small waiting list.

Once again, our year commenced with its traditional mystery trip in January where two coach-loads of our members expectantly set out but not knowing what our destination is.  We arrived at Kent University for a fine repast and an evening of humorous insults from Basil and Company of Fawlty Towers!

Our intention is to have one full day out per month and this is mostly achieved.  In addition to visiting notable pubs and restaurants, our trips this year included visits to The Cotswolds and Blenheim Palace, Marlborough and Kennet-Avon Canal, Hampton Court Flower Show, Bletchley Park, Thames Boat Trip, Margate and Sheppey, Thursford Show and theatre visits to London and the Orchard at Dartford; not to mention the odd local Clue Hunt, two golf tourneys and greyhound dog racing.

Traditional lunches are well attended at Easter and Christmas time as well as monthly pub lunches and organised walks.  Our walks are local country walks or London history walks.

Some Saturday evenings are filled with quiz nights or a race night. JARA has its monthly meeting on the first Tuesday of the month at Joydens Wood Community Hall with the average attendance reaching 150 members, who are entertained by a guest speaker after the “business” half of our meeting is done and dusted.

In 2016, we enjoyed three arranged holidays, viz., an early-year, hilarious Paul James Jamboree then 10 glorious days spent at Lake Maggiore in Italy and a final spree at Lytham St. Annes for a “turkey and tinsel” break.

It continues to be hard work being retired and an active JARA member but we do our best to enjoy ourselves in this thriving association!
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