


MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL
HELD ON THURSDAY, 5TH MARCH 2026
AT CHUTE VILLAGE HALL



23/26 OPEN FORUM
No members of the public were present.

24/26 CO-OPTION OF A NEW PARISH COUNCILLOR
Marc McIntyre was co-opted onto the parish council with full support from all present. He signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office and the Code of Conduct documents at the meeting. The Clerk will update WCC on the new appointment. 

[bookmark: _Hlk136944740]25/26 PRESENT
Cllr Wall (Chairman), Cllr Parr, Cllr Hopton, Cllr Rudland, Cllr Taylor, Cllr Marc McIntyre and Cllr Chris Williams (WCC). The Clerk was in attendance. 

26/26 APOLOGIES
There were apologies from Cllr Alderson.

27/26 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None.

28/26 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
The minutes of the last meeting held on 5th February 2026 were proposed by Cllr Wall and seconded by Cllr Rudlannd. The minutes were then signed by the Chairman as a true record. 

29/25 PLANNING
PL/2021/05396 2 New Buildings, Chute Cadley – Conditions re. usage (4 – WM7)
Parishioners have become concerned that the stable buildings, which have been increased in size since they were built, are being used for activities other that equestrian which has increased traffic on the private road to New Buildings. 

Condition 4 Note WM7 of the original planning permission states the development can only be used for private stabling and training of horses and the storage of associated equipment and feed and shall at no time be used for any commercial purpose whatsoever, including for livery, or in connection with equestrian tuition or leisure rides. REASON: In the interests of highway safety; sustainability; and/or to protect the living conditions of nearby residents.

30/26 COUNTY COUNCILLOR / WILTSHIRE POLICE REPORTS
Cllr Williams sent in a report prior to the meeting which is attached to these minutes. PCSO Rhupinda Kaur did not send a police report prior to the meeting.

31/26 PARISH REPORTS
Highways (CW) 
Cllr Wall confirmed that the damaged Give Way sign at the Clanville crossroad has been reported multiple times on the WCC app. The Parish Steward is still being pulled off parish duties to join the WCC Highways team filling potholes.

Footpaths/Rights of Way (AR/MA)
CHUT14 – Cllr Wall has some lengths of timber left from a home project so she will speak to Simon Withers about building a simple barrier at the end of the footpath, back from the road verge.
King George Playing Field (CW)
Cllr Wall advised that the field and entrances are very wet, so KTF Football Club are waiting for the ground to dry out before getting their 20ft storage container to be delivered.

Village Hall (CW)  
Cllr Wall advised that activity at the hall is currently quiet. The coffee mornings and parish lunches are covering the running costs of the hall, but the on-going maintenance costs are high. 

There was talk in the past of building a bespoke village hall on the playing field, but the current village hall is such a beautiful building, and it would be a shame if it was either sold off or fell into disrepair if not used.

Allotments (MT)
Nothing to report apart from that the hedge has been cut on one side.
32/26 FINANCE 
The bank reconciliation and the corresponding bank statements were circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting. Parish Council funds are £9,803.02 with £6,989.14 in the current account and £2,813.88 in the deposit account. These figures reconcile to the bank statements. The Chairman signed the bank reconciliation as a true record. 

The record of payments made and received since the last meeting is as follows:

Payments Made:
05/02/2026	Hugo Fox Subscription				£143.86
19/02/2026	Bank Charges					£    4.25
27/02/2026	Clerks Salary – January				£260.00
27/02/2026	HMRC – PAYE				£  65.00
Payments Received:
None
Payments for approval via online banking:
27/03/2026	Clerks Salary – January				£260.00
27/03/2026	HMRC – PAYE				£  65.00

[bookmark: _Hlk163482454]The above payments were proposed by Cllr Wall and seconded by Cllr Parr.
33/26 PARISH IMPROVEMENT PROGRAMME
We will look for a local tradesman in the Spring to concrete the base and paint the signpost at the junction between Hookwood Lane and Forest Lane which appears to have been knocked back into the hedge. 

34/26 CORRESPONDENCE AND ADMINISTRATION 
The Annual Parish Meetings will be held on Tuesday, 12th May 2026. 

We still have two websites for Chute as thechutes.org.uk is still coming up when you search online. Simon Falla will be asked to take the old website down so www.chuteparishcouncil.gov.uk is the only one. It would be good to add a bit more information about The Chutes on the parish website.

The meeting closed at 8.21pm


The next meeting of Chute Parish Council will take place on
Thursday, 2nd April 2026 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall



Wiltshire Councillor Report March 2026
Wiltshire Council approved its budget for 2026/27 at Full Council on 24th February. This was the first budget to be proposed by the current administration and approved a 2.99% general Council Tax increase, plus a 2% Adult Social Care levy. The Band D rate for 2026/27 will be £1981.15, an increase of £1.81 per week. 
The budget included amendments to ensure that the Purton and Lower Compton HRCs would remain open for now, grants maintained for community transport including the Link Scheme, introducing a line rental scheme which will allow the council to charge utilities companies for working on some main roads. It also agreed to pause the capital scheme for the proposed Melksham Bypass and use that money to part fund the highway investment. There will be a delay to the proposed changes to the Parish Emergency Assistance Scheme (PEAS), which provides flooding resilience equipment such as gel sacks and tabards will be delayed and the empty homes council tax premium savings would be removed as there was no clear way to deliver it. There will be an increase to parking charges including changing to normal parking charges on a Sunday as per weekday, and to extend the hours of charging from 8am-6pm to 7am-7pm. Three weekly bin collections will be introduced next year along with weekly food waste collection.
An alternative budget was put forward by the Conservatives which would have incorporated two amendments from the Reform Group, but this was voted down as the Independent and Labour Councillors decided the Lib Dem approach was better for Wiltshire though the budget did incorporate several Conservative ideas as last-minute amendments.
There are two events planned for later in the year,
Digital Inclusion sessions – Provisional date is Wednesday 20th May, 1pm-3.30pm at Tidworth Library
HWB event – Monday 1st June 2026, 10.00am – 12.00noon at Ludgershall Memorial Hall. 





