Agnes Elizabeth Mallinson (1916-2009) 
Text taken from J Armstrong, Cumberland News
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Agnes, of Kirkandrews-on-Eden, was born in the reign of King Edward VII, at a time when the British Empire was still thriving and the Boer War had just come to an end. She was born in a house on Botchergate, Carlisle, and lived with her three sisters, three brothers and their parents, Catherine and Edward Johnstone, who ran the Sherwood Hotel on Tait Street, Botchergate.
She could recall the times when, as a little girl, she went on family holidays she would spend four weeks each summer at a small cottage at Port Carlisle on the Solway Firth, travelling to Port Carlisle in the horse-drawn railway carriage, the ‘Carlisle Dandy’, which ran along the line laid in the bed of the former canal linking the city with the sea. On one holiday, she wandered off and was found at Bowness-on-Solway, where she intended to walk to Scotland, across the long-gone Solway Viaduct.

The year she celebrated her first Christmas in 1902, Theodore Roosevelt sat in the newly built West Wing of the White House and the first steam-powered aeroplane was flown in California.

Agnes’ education took place at Miss Fawcett’s School for Girls and at 14 she began work as a waitress in the well-known Silver Grill Restaurant in English Street. She moved on to work at Collins, the tobacconist, but the Silver Grill’s manager asked her to return for promotion to work behind the confectionery counter, with a pay rise to seven shillings and sixpence a week. She recalled that on Friday lunchtime, she would often use her half-hour lunch break to go to the nearby St Cuthbert’s Church and pray for the troops fighting in World War One. And on Armistice Day in 1918 she and other Silver Grill staff ran out into the streets cheering and waving and joining in with celebrations in English Street.
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In her youth Agnes was well known for her vast selection of hats. Agnes Mallinson was always well dressed and loved wearing hats. She enjoyed shopping in Carlisle and meeting her friends for tea in Binns café
She idolised singers Nelson Eddy and Jeanette MacDonald, and enjoyed watching silent Charlie Chaplin and Buster Keaton films with her friends at The Palace Cinema, Botchergate . 
It was when she was a guest at a wedding reception, in the Silver Grill, that she met farmer’s son Billy Mallinson and the couple began their courting days with trips out and about as far as Silloth, often on his Triumph motorcycle. Although Agnes was brought up as a member of the Church of England Billy came from a Methodist family, and she too became a staunch member of the Methodist Church. She and Billy married in the Methodist Central Hall, conducted by Carlisle’s most famous clergyman, the Rev Bramwell Evens who was nationally known as the radio naturalist called Nomad. 
After they married he continued to work on the family farm but, in 1931, they became tenants on their own farm where life was rewarding but hard. Cooking was done on a black-leaded range, which also heated the water brought inside from the wash house, where clothes were washed by hand in a set pot boiler. The sandstone floors were scrubbed each week by Agnes on her knees. They farmed at Beaver Farm, Belle Vue, for 36 years until retiring to Hollow Creek Farm in Kirkandrews-on-Eden. Agnes had six children and eight grandchildren. The marriage lasted for 49 years and ended only when he died, aged 74
Billy’s love of bikes was inherited by their son David, and as a centenarian Agnes climbed onto his Harley Davidson, saying she would take it for a ride if she could.
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She spent her many years living with her son Brian at Hollow Creek until her final weeks when she lived in the Lanercost House Care Home and it was there that she died, aged 105. The Lanercost House Care Home, in Carlisle, had a special place in the heart of Agnes Elizabeth Mallinson. It was built on land once part of Coledale Hall Farm, where the lad who became her husband had been a ploughman.
Hollow Creek Farm (photograph taken in 1968)
The fact that she lived for so long is remarkable. When she was 55 she had a kidney removed and was told that her life span could be limited. She outlived the doctor and received two telegrams from the Queen. As the oldest patient of the Eden Medical Practice on Port Road, she was asked to open the new premises. A photograph of the event can be seen in the surgery
She left three sons and a daughter, eight grandchildren and nine great-grandchildren. Another son died aged four and another daughter died two years prior to her own death.

Mrs Mallinson’s funeral service took place in the Wigton Road Methodist Church and was followed by private cremation. John Tremble, Carlisle, made the arrangements. Her remains are at St Mary’s Church, Beaumont near Jenny’s, her daughter’s grave.
At her death, Agnes Mallinson was thought to have been Cumbria’s oldest living resident.
