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AgeUK Shropshire Telford and Wrekin ext.231 01743 233123 

BINS - Waste Management  
customer.service@shropshire.gov.uk  

0345 6789007 

CAXTON SURGERY   
https://www.caxtonsurgery.co.uk/index.aspx 

01691 654646 

Citizens Advice Bureau, Castle View 03444 991100 

CORBET SCHOOL  www.corbetschool.net 01939 260296 

DIAL-A-RIDE, Volunteer Bureau and Qube Arts centre  
(main switchboard Osw.Community Action) 

01691 656882 

ELECTRICITY Scottish Power (Manweb as was)  0800 001 5400 

KNOCKIN Medical Practice 01691 682203 

Methodist Chapel: Revd Julia Skitt 07810 360778 

Methodist Hall (Bookings) 01691 611733 

NHS Out of Hours Service 111 

Orthopaedic Hospital 01691 404000 

Parish Council email: westfeltonpc@gmail.com 
https://www.westfeltonparish.co.uk/ 

  

POLICE, West Mercia Non-Emergency number  101 

Oswestry Police Station  0300 333 3000 

Safer Neighbourhood team—email: 
oswestryc.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk 

Pradoe Church: Chairman:  Andrew Kenyon 01691 610218 

PUNCH BOWL   01691 610322 

QUEENS HEAD RESTAURANT  01691 610255 

RAIL STATION, GOBOWEN   01691 681010 

Roman Catholic Church: Fr Philip   
Holy Mass Saturday 6:30 pm, Sunday 10 am 

01691 652248 

RSPCA Shropshire Branch 07703 567935 

SAMARITANS 116 123 

SCHOOL – West Felton C E School 01691 610388 

SHOP: West Felton Stores 01691 610863 

SHROPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 0345 6789000 

Anti-Social Report Line 0345 6789020 

Your Shrops Councillor: Steve Charmley email: 
steve.charmley@shropshire.gov.uk 

01691 587958 

St Michael’s Church: Revd Suzan Williams 01691 674948  

Church Warden:    Dr Michael Davie  01691 610612 

St. Chad’s: Chapel Warden: Mrs A Hampson 01691 610845 

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION - Secretary 01691 610357 

VILLAGE HALL Bookings 01691 610629 

WASP Problems Emergency number       01691 831251 /  07772 006994  
WATER - Severn Trent Water Authority  0800 783 4444 

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE:                          Gillian Sturgess  01691 611811     
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www.west fe l to nmagaz ine .co .uk  

to  a l l  ou r  reader s ,  adve r t i se r s  
cont r ibutors  and  vo luntee r s  

Carol Services 
Page 21 

CHRIST INGE 
ST. MICHAEL’S 

2:30pm 
Sunday 24th 
Decem ber 
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Parish Council Second Tues of the month,  7:30 Methodist Hall 

West Felton Walkers   10am Mondays, Punch Bowl EXCEPT… see page  

Pilates Class 

Tai Chi Tuesday 2pm to 3pm, Village Hall 

Badminton Every Tues evening: 8pm to 9:30pm. Village Hall 

Baby & Toddler 9:15- 10:30  Termtime Tuesdays at the school  

Felton Flexors  Wednesday mornings 9:30am to 10:30am Village Hall 

Table Tennis Thursday  7:30pm Village Hall 

WI 2nd Thursday of the month 7pm  Village Hall 

Short Mat Bowls  contact Glynnis on 610336 

Royal British 
Legion 

8pm Meeting, LAWN HOUSE, WF,  first Monday of the 
month except Bank holidays then second Monday.   

Bumps, Babies 
And Tots 

8:45am - 10:45 Fortnightly Termtime Fridays at Methodist 
Schoolroom  Email  rev.julia@mail.com 

25 Nov 10am - CHRISTMAS COFFEE MORNING, Village Hall  

1 Dec 6pm - CHRISTMAS TREE SWITCH-ON, Alma Close 11 

3 Dec 4pm - CAROL SERVICE, ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH  43 

6 Dec 7pm - CHRISTMAS BINGO, Village Hall 15 

7 Dec 10am - CHRISTMAS COFFEE MORNING, Methodist Hall 17 

7 Dec 7pm - WI GROUP CAROL SERVICE - collection for Osw Food Bank.  31 

13 Dec 7pm CAROL SERVICE, Pradoe Church  

17 Dec 2:30pm CAROL SERVICE, Methodist Chapel 17 

19 Dec 9am SCHOOL SERVICE at St Michael’s Church.  

22 Dec 
Fr CHRISTMAS visits West Felton. Watch out for his sleigh 
from 5 pm. 

21 

24 Dec 2:30pm CHRISTINGLE in St Michael’s Church 43 

24 Dec 10pm MIDNIGHT COMMUNION SERVICE St Michael’s 43 

7 January 4pm CAROL SERVICE, St Chad’s Church, Haughton 43 
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David Davies & Sons 
"Serving the community for over 170 years" 

 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
 

An independent family business 
offering a complete service  

including pre-paid funeral plans 
 

1 Upper Church Street, Oswestry SY11 2AA 

01691 653116 

 
W. E. Price 

 
 

We provide the highest level of care, compassion and professionalism.  
 

Available 24 hours a day.                              Pre-paid funeral plans available 
 

West Felton 01691 610975 
Oswestry 01691 652995 

 

www.wepricefuneraldirectors.co.uk 
 

 

Oakwood, Salop Road, Oswestry, SY11 2RN 
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STREET MARKET: 
Wednesday  
& Saturday 

 

 OVER 

30 

STALLS 
 

TM 
OSWESTRY 

TOWN MARKET 

INDOOR MARKET:  
 

Wednesday,  
Friday &  
Saturday 

STREET MARKET: 
 

Wednesday  
&  

Saturday 

COME AND ENJOY  
THE WARM and FRIENDLY  

ATMOSPHERE 
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for Social events, Concerts, Weddings, Clubs,  
Sales, Children's parties  

Eileen Hanmer 01691 610629  

Hourly rate £10 Concerts £60 

Morning or Afternoon £50 Children's Parties (max 3 hours) £40 

Discos/parties £80 Weddings, all day £200 

Commercial rates by arrangement 

 

WF Methodist Chapel School Room (opp. playing field) 
is available for hire.  

Suitable for Meetings, Children’s Parties, etc. £5.50 per hour 

To book, contact Dianne Rowley 01691 611733 

Round and About West Felton 
 

Articles/advertisement amendments for inclusion in next issue 
to Editor by email (preferred) or phone 

Editor: Colleen Hughes 
 

Tel 01691 610300 
 

Advertising Rates 
for 12 insertions: 

Quarter page   £50  
Half page   £75 
Full page   £125 

Last day for submission of copy: Deadline for content 
changes  10th DECEMBER 2023 

The Post Office is located in the entrance lobby of the village hall.  
The new opening time from the 5th of June is  
 

Wednesdays only : 9:30am until 11am.  
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Opening Hours 
 

Monday to Friday:  7am - 8pm 

Saturday:   7:30am - 8pm 

Sunday:   7:30am - 7pm 
 

We are doing the delivery service again for those 

who are shielding at home.  
 

Please order between 9-12 on our 

• phone number 01691 610 863 or  

• Whatsapp your order on our busi-

ness number (+441691 610 863).  
 

We will deliver as soon as possible,  

please leave your name and telephone number, so 

we may contact you.   

Thank you.    
 

Essential items only please, the minimum spend is 

£10.00 (excluding alcohol, tobacco and cigarettes). 
 

To all our customers and friends 

Telephone -  01691 610 863 

53 

 

Parish of Whittington and 
West Felton with Haughton 

 

Rector: Reverend Suzan Williams,  
The Rectory, Castle Street, Whittington,  

01691 674 948 
 

Services  in  West  Felton Parish:  
CHRISTMAS SERVICES  

See page 43  
 

 

St Michael’s, West Felton : 9:30am each Sunday  
 

St Chad’s, Haughton : 9:30am on the second  
Sunday of each month 

 

 

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals:  
 

Please arrange with The Rector: 
 

Rev’d Suzan Williams 01691 674 948  
or the Churchwarden: 

Dr Michael Davie  0691 610 612 

Pradoe Church  
 

Services  -  a t  10:30am unless  otherwise s tated  

 

All Welcome.   Tea, Coffee & Biscuits served after service 
 

Sunday 3 December Family Service 

Wednesday 13 Dec 7pm CAROL SERVICE 

Monday 25 December 10am CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE 
 

Christenings, Weddings and Funerals:  
Please contact  07968 257452 
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Homely environment - Fully insured 
Competitive Rates 
Cache Level 3 Certificate in Childminding 
Practice ‘pacey’ member.  

Please call Sharon 610767 

Visit our website at: www.the-queens-head-oswestry.co.uk  
Our full menu is available online 

We can cater for most dietary needs 
Takeaway available on all our menus 10% discount 

 

 

Ecotec 
Plumbing & Heating 

 

Bathroom upgrades 
 

Central Heating 

Installations 
 

Boiler servicing & 

maintenance 

Leaks 

General plumbing 

maintenance 
 

info@ecotecph.co.uk 
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NOW OFFERING 

COVID TEST FOR TRAVEL 

RT-PCR TEST 

NEXT DAY RESULT  
 

• PCR TEST HOME COLLECTION* 

• DAY 5 TEST TO RELEASE 

• DAY 2 TEST  

• 2ND AND 8TH DAY TEST (AMBER LIST) 
 

FIT TO FLY RT-PCR TESTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

* HOME COLLECTION SUBJECT TO ADDITIONAL CHARGES 
* FOR NEXT DAY RESULTS SAMPLES TO BE SUBMITTED/ 
                                                        COLLECTED BY 3pm 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 
PHONE: - 01691 610 863 
MOBILE: - 07867 428 577 
WHATSAPP: - 01691 610 863 

AVAILABLE ON SITE: 

NEXT DAY RESULT FROM 
£69 

POSTAL SAMPLE: 

£69 
(FOR NEXT DAY RESULTS SAMPLES HAVE 

TO BE SUBMITTED /COLLECTED BEFORE 
3PM) 

http://www.the-queens-head-oswestry.co.uk
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Worldwide Flight | Hotel | Package 
 

Associate with

 

Let’s Travel To The World…!! 

We offer you best rates for Flights & Holiday Packages 
 

For More Information, Please Contact  
Phone : 01691 610 863  
Mobile : 07867 428 577  
WhatsApp : 01691 610 863 
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Offices 
at: 

Chartered  
Accountants and  
Business Advisers 

Business Support Programme 
Management Accounts 
Tax Planning 
SAGE software sales & support 
Business Start Ups 

Ellesmere, Oswestry, Llangollen and Telford:  
Telephone: 01691 622098 

e-mail: partners@morriscook.co.uk 

Accounts Preparation 
Financial Services 
Payroll Services 
Auditing 

 

ARRIDGE  

GARAGE DOORS 

Opening Hours 
Mon to Thurs 9-5pm 

Fri 9-4pm 

01691 670394 

All types supplied, fitted and repaired - Remote Controls 
Prompt professional service - Quality guaranteed installations 

   Up and over           Sectional               Roller              Side-hinged 

Est 1989  -   

www.arridgegaragedoors.co.uk 

68-70 Roft Street, Oswestry, SY11 2EP 

Parents are welcome  
anytime to come along  

and visit us.  

01743 741554 

Children’s Nursery 
• Full day care from 12 weeks to pre-school 
• 24u funding accepted 
• Nursery Education Funding for 3 and 4 year olds 
• Open daily 51 weeks from 07.30 - 18.30 
• Set in acres of farmland with large outdoor garden 
• Fresh home cooked food using locally sourced products 
• Inclusive Fees 

www.littlepixiesnursery.co.uk  
Kinton Business Park, Kinton,  

Nr Nesscliffe, SY4 1AZ  

 

mailto:partners@morriscook.co.uk
http://www.morriscook.co.uk/
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WEST FELTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk to West Felton Parish Council: Mrs Rosemary WOOD 

Parish Office: 5 Newtown Gardens  

Baschurch Shrewsbury SY4 2HF   Tel 01939 262 881        

Email: westfeltonpc@gmail.com  

Website: www.westfeltonparish.co.uk 
Chairman Cllr David WALKER 01691 897 117 (Rep Helicopter Noise Group) 

Vice-Chairman Cllr Kerry GROVE  01691 611 776 (Rep SALC Area Comm). 

Cllr Carole COLES   01691 610 225 
Cllr David CURTIS   01691 610 665 (Rep WF Primary School)  
Cllr Marian HESKETH   01691 610 441 (Rep for Village Hall). 
Cllr John HOUGHTON   01691 610 834 
Cllr Chris JONES    01691 610 354 
Cllr Pat MABE    01691 610 400  
Cllr Ed NICHOLAS   01691 610 230 (Rep ABP committee) 
Cllr Ozcan OZAGIR   07879 330 598 
Cllr John THORNHILL   07714 759 466 
Shropshire Councillor Cllr Steve CHARMLEY  01691 650 488 

“John Tregorran” of  The Archers  
visited West Felton -  When??? 
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Clean Chimneys are safe chimneys 

 

Brush and Vacuum - leakage testing - Nests removed 

Cowls, Bird Guards and cap supplied and fitted. 

Open Fire, Multi fuel stoves, Aga, Domestic and Commercial. 

Fully insured with NFU, Certificates given.  

For a Fast, Friendly and Clean Service  

or just help and advice. 

Call 01939 768319 

 

24 The Wheatlands,  

Baschurch, Shropshire.    

 

 

NACS Member 12/05 

ROSS HINES CHIMNEY SWEEPING 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Wharf House, Pant, Oswestry 
 

For all your Coal and 
Heating Oil Supplies 

Phone your Local Supplier on 
01691 830315 

info@sowenandsons.co.uk 
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●New PCs and Laptops fully installed at home 
●Spyware Removal/Installation of Leading Edge  
  Spyware Prevention 
●Performance Tuning and Business PC Support 
●Hardware/Software Installations and Training 
●Upgrades and Automated Backup 
●Remote Support/Annual PC Health Check Also  
  Available 
●For low fixed Prices from £19.95 

PC/Laptop Stopped running or running slow or need a replacement? 

Call Justin on (01691) 830822 or (07772) 596029 

 

Call Stuart for prompt and efficient response 
01691 682480 
07940 757503 

OFTEC qualified engineer -  all works fully insured 

OIL BOILER SERVICING AND REPAIRS 

If you would like more time to enjoy your home and family, 

and less work and worry, 

for cleaning, handyman, garden work, pet care  - contact 

www.shropshirehousekeepers.co.uk 

Email: info@shropshirehousekeepers.co.uk 

Tel: 07803 029928 
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Anthony Roberts  
Tree and Garden Care 

 
■ Tree Surgery 
■ Hedge Trimming 
■ Fencing 

■ Patios 
■ Landscaping 
■ Wood Chipping available 
■ Stump Grinding 

Free quotations 
Whole of Shropshire covered 

Tel: 01961 770054 
Mob: 07725819414 

TALK TO ALAN 
07515 754227  
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People in Shropshire often feel confused and let 
down by responses to their NHS and social care 
complaints. 

A survey looking at people’s experiences of making formal complaints about 
local NHS or social care services has found that people often come away from 
the process feeling ‘ignored’ and that they can find the process of making their 
complaint ‘difficult’ and ‘confusing’.    

78 people completed a Healthwatch Shropshire survey and the responses 
revealed:  

17 people had considered making a complaint but didn’t, due to feeling like it 
wouldn’t make a difference (7), or worrying it would affect their care and treat-
ment (5). 

12 people were not told when they would receive a response and 15 people 
were given a deadline which was then missed by the provider. 

10 people had waited 7-12 months for a response to their complaint. 

21 people were ‘not satisfied at all’ with the outcome of their complaint. 

30 people said they were ‘not confident at all’ or ‘not very confident’ that 
measures had been put in place to prevent the incident they complained about 
from happening again. 

Lynn Cawley, Chief Officer of Healthwatch Shropshire, said, “There is a real 
opportunity for the NHS and social care providers in Shropshire, Telford and 
Wrekin to work together to make the handling of complaints simpler for peo-
ple, using the Complaint Standards from the Parliamentary Health Service 
Ombudsman as a guide. Complaints can offer providers valuable information 
into how their services are being experienced by the people who use them 
and we would urge all providers to embrace the feedback they receive and 
learn from it making improvements that can be evidenced.”   

Vanessa Whatley, Director of Quality and Nursing for Shropshire, Telford and 
Wrekin Integrated Care System said “We are grateful to those patients and 
service users who took the time to share their experiences […] We are sorry to 
hear that the experience of complaining is difficult for those who access our 
services, and who contributed to this report. We will be discussing these find-
ings in depth with health and social care professionals across the system, and 
those that experience our care, so that we can work together to make the nec-
essary improvements.” 

The full report is available on the Healthwatch Shropshire website here:  NHS 
and Social Care Complaints Report | Healthwatch Shropshire. 

Healthwatch Shropshire is the independent health and social care champion 
in Shropshire. It gathers the views and experiences of patients, service users, 
carers, and the general public about services including hospitals, GPs, mental 
health services, community health services, pharmacists, opticians, residential 
care and children’s services.  It also has statutory powers that it can use to 

influence service provision by encouraging improvements. 
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have a great Hair Day 
Salon Style In Your Own Home  

Advanced Cutting Techniques / Colour Specialists 

Perming /  Setting and Straightening 

Gents Grooming / Children 

Wedding Packages 
www.NatashaValentine.co.uk  

Freelance Hairdressing - 07967 620555 

REUPHOLSTERY 
SUITES  ANTIQUES - CONTRACT UPHOLSTERY  
Wide range of Fabrics - OLD BAKEHOUSE, QUEENS HEAD 

For Free Quotes call  
01691 610153 or  0780 1108860 
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WEST FELTON  
CARNIVAL  

C H R I S T M A S  
T R E E  

S W I T C H - O N  

1st December, 
6pm 

The West Felton Carnival Christmas Tree light switch-on will take place 
on Friday 1st December at 6pm, at the entrance to Alma Close. 

The Porthywaen Band will be helping with the festivities - come along 
and join in the carols. 

As usual there will be mince pies and mulled wine all free of charge. 

This year Father Christmas is paying a 
special visit and will be at the Punchbowl 

straight after the switch-on 
with a gift for the children. 

Be sure to head up to the Punchbowl with your 
Christmas list and grab a bite to eat from Wild 
Street Kitchen and a winter warmer from the bar. 

We look forward to seeing you all on 1st Decem-
ber! 

The tree will be dressed in personalised West 
Mercia Search & Rescue Charity Baubles - 

available to buy at £2.50 until 24th November. 
 
To place your order please complete the form in last month’s magazine 

or contact Sharon. Return forms with payment to:  

Sharon Arthur, 51 Applewood Heights, 610767, or  

Eileen Hanmer, Lawn House, 610629. 

 
The committee would like to thank everyone for their support 

in all they do and wish you all  

A  V e r y  M e r r y  C h r i s t m a s  a n d  
a  H a p p y  N e w  Y e a r .  



 
12 

 

 

JIM PARKES 
Specialists in oil fired heating systems 

Domestic and Commercial Boilers 
All aspects of plumbing work undertaken. 

Covering Wrexham and Oswestry area 
Fast response to breakdowns, 

And oil and water leaks 
 Tel 01978 722598 M  

SUPPLIERS OF COAL, LOGS AND GAS BOTTLES 
COAL AVAILABLE IN OPEN TOP SACKS  

AND PRE PACK BAGS 
ALL FUELS AVAILABLE INC SMOKELESS 

 

RING US ON 01743 241122 
OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT  www.ridgefuels.co.uk 

 

PLEASE QUOTE REF 002 ON YOUR FIRST ORDER TO GET 

 YOUR NEW CUSTOMER PACK  
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http://www.ridgefuels.co.uk
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07891 087394 
Email: tanatfootcare@hotmail.com 

Treatments in a modern clinic 
Llanyblodwel, Oswestry SY10 8NB  

• Diabetic Foot Care 

• Ingrowing Toenails 

• Fungal Nail 

• Athlete’s Foot 

• Toenail Trimming 

• Calluses 

• Cracked Heels 

• Corns/Verrucae 

 

Discla imer  
Round and About West Felton Magazine is not responsible for any advertiser’s 

products, services or company, nor for any claims made by advertisers. The infor-
mation, statements and opinions expressed in reports or articles published in Round 
and About West Felton Magazine are solely those of the authors and do not in any 

way reflect those of the magazine committee. 
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at West Felton Methodist Chapel, Tedsmore Road 

opposite the playing field. 
A warm welcome for mums and children 

on alternate Fridays 
 

1st December, 15th December. 
 

Drop in or stay between 8.45am - 10.45am 
£1.50 per session  

 

We look forward to meeting expectant mums, and babies to school age 
children with a grown up, for relaxed play, cuppa and a chat  

for more information, contact: Rev. Julia Skitt 07810360778. 

West Felton Walking 
Group  

 
 

We meet at 10.00 am Mondays at the 
Punch Bowl car park 

 

EXCEPT on the first Monday of the 
month when departure is 9:30 to 
allow time to travel to our chosen desti-
nation for the away day walk.  
New members always welcome. 

Walk leaders:- 

Mike Bossen 01691 610623 

Hilary Iles  01691 610707 

John and Eileen Hanmer  

01691 610629 

Liz and Dave Embrey 

 01691 658275 
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Rector’s Ramblings  
Rev Suzan Williams 
 
I wonder if you’ve ever had a moment 
we’re you’ve just watched the news or 
read the paper and seen what’s going 
on in the Middle East or somewhere 
else in the world and felt the absence of 
anything hopeful. The sense that things 
are going to improve and get better. I 
think we all as humans have that under-
lying need to have hope. 

If you search for songs with a theme of 
Hope within them the list is a bit longer 
than you might expect. So it seems to 
be something that a lot of us need. 
Emelie Sandé sings ‘I just hope I'm not 
the only one’, Jack Jackson sings ‘you 
better hope your not alone’. 

It’s said that antidote to any despair 
might be hope, experts say. It’s one of 
the most powerful—and essential—
human mindsets, and possible to 
achieve even when it feels out of reach.  

“Hope is a way of thinking,” says Chan 
Hellman, a psychologist who’s the 
founding director of the Hope Research 
Center at the University of Oklahoma. 
“We know it can be taught; we know it 
can be nurtured. It’s not something you 
either have or don’t have.” 

As we begin our journey through Ad-
vent this year with the prospect of 
Christmas fast approaching. I wonder if 
we need to be reminded 
that the hope that God , 
our Heavenly Father of-
fers us is much more ro-
bust and rooted in the re-
ality of all that he came in 
human form as a vulnera-
ble baby to bring.  

As we enjoy time catching 
up with friends and family 
over the next few weeks 

and the Christmas period itself. Let’s 
take the opportunity to be thankful that 
we live in peace in comparison to oth-
ers across the world and don’t often 
fear for our safety. Let’s take the op-
portunity to be generous with what we 
have. So that those in more vulnerable 
situations financially and otherwise 
might have the chance for that ground-
ed hope to be nurtured in their situation 
and circumstance. 

As we meet in church week by week 
during advent we will be praying for 
the hope of the Christ child to stir in 
our hearts and remind us that we are 
not alone. We draw strength from 
knowing the buck doesn’t stop with us 
but we take responsibility for our part 
in making our community a more hope 
filled place. 

Every Blessing, Suzan 

St Michael’s Church 

Carol service - Sunday 3rd December 4pm 

Christingle - Christmas Eve 2:30pm 

Midnight Communion service Christmas Eve 

10pm 
 

St Chads Church, Haughton 
Carol service 7th of January - 4pm 



 
42 

 

Annual property review 
2023 
 

Are you curious about the value 
of your home? 
 
• Have you made cosmetic chang-

es in the past 12 months? 
• Have you simply outgrown your 

home? 
• Was the last time you had your 

home valued 2+ years ago? 
• Do you understand how to max-

imise the value of your home? 

 

 
Our team of experienced profes-
sionals will provide you with an 
accurate and comprehensive esti-
mate of your property’s value, 
based on the latest market trends 
and local data. Whether you’re 
thinking about selling, refinancing, 
or just want to know more about 
your home’s worth, we’re here to 
help. So don’t hesitate, contact us 
today to schedule your free home 
valuation and get the information 
you need to make informed deci-
sions about your home and invest-
ment. 

 
Kind regards, 
Daniel & team 
 

01691 674494 
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WEST FELTON VILLAGE HALL 
Wednesday 6th December 
7:30 for a prompt start 

Raffle prizes gratefully received 
by any committee member. 

West Felton Arts & Crafts Fair 
On the14th of October, following our initial event last year, we held our 2nd Arts 
and Crafts Fair. 

The hall was filled with 25 sales tables selling a wide range of good quality craft-
ed products and other goods, which meant for an interesting and varied visit. 

The morning session was well attended by local visitors as well as some from 
farther afield. 

Tea and cake sales from the kitchen was constantly busy, as visitors took a break 
from viewing the craft tables to have a catch up with friends and family over re-
freshments. 

The atmosphere was very relaxed and enjoyable for all, and it seems that there 
really was something of interest for all who came along. 

All proceeds from the tea and cake sales, and the income from the hire of the 
sales tables, goes towards the upkeep and running of our valued hall. 

The Village Hall Committee would like to thank the traders and shoppers for 
making it a successful event. 

Thanks also should go to the volunteers who manned the kitchen area, provided 
the cakes, and those who helped to set up early in the morning and put away at 

the end of the day.  
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with Topiarius 
Winter cometh 

There is none of the usual weeding and 
watering on the list this month, but 
hopefully the winter pruning will get 
ahead without too much weather inter-
ruption We certainly don’t want an un-
reasonable cold period like last year. 
Pruning includes the climbing roses and 
the blackberry but is mostly shrubs. The 
other main occupation is work on re-
structuring projects. We have yet more 
wall renovation and levelling of paths. 
The only other things on the December 
list are spreading soil conditioner and 
sowing sweet peas. Our home made 
soil compost is reserved for the soft 
fruit and we buy in ProGro for the vege-
tables and some flower beds. 

It was a very good year for roses, in our 
garden at least. Why? Why do some 
things excel one year while others fail, 
but the year after it could be reversed? 
We know about such effects as frost on 
early blossom or lack of water at partic-
ular times, but often there is no obvi-
ous cause for unusual success or fail-
ure. That is just one of the mysteries of 
gardening. One negative mystery for us 
this year was a very poor crop of black 
currants—no big bud, no birds got in 
the cage, perhaps they just decided on 
a rest year. We can, however, report 
success with protecting the main crop 
carrots with a taller mesh tunnel, which 
proved to work well and involved little 
effort. 

Whilst waiting for the shortest day to 

pass when we can raise our spirits in 
looking forward to the garden coming 
to life in Spring, there is time for such 
indoor pursuits as reading gardening 
books. On that score, if you have never 
read The Well-Tempered Garden by 
Christopher Lloyd then put it on your 
Christmas present list. It is probably the 
best book in my garden collection for 
the amount of information coupled 
with some entertaining strong opin-
ions. In fact, any Christopher Lloyd 
book is worth having. 

One autumn job is bringing in tender 
plants grown in pots to the glasshouse. 
It makes me ponder on the advantages 
of having a collection of pots, regard-
less of how big your garden. They are 
not just for a balcony or small patio. 
Obviously, they add colour and interest 
to a paved area such as where you sit 
outdoors or have a barbecue. In partic-
ular, they allow you to extend the 
range of plants you grow with things 
that are tender, borderline hardy or 
need a special type of soil. It is possible 
to have a variety of things that would 
look very odd put together in a bed. 
You can change the display according 
to the season or simply because you 
changed your mind. You can mix what 
whatever you like and, if a hardy shrub 
gets too big to stay potted, it can be 
moved into the garden. We have some 
semi-bonsaied trees, annually root 
pruned, mixed with pelargoniums, har-
dy perennials and an eclectic variety of 

shrubs. 
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CLEANING SERVICES 
MH 

WINDOW CLEANING 

• Patios 

• Driveways 

• Decking 

• Conservatories       

• All Glasswork 

• Solar Panels 

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 
COMPETITIVE RATES 

REFERENCES ON REQUEST 

01691 610638 or 07849 217738  
merv@mhcleaningservicesshropshire.co.uk 

Contact us for a free no obligation quote 

P & S Electrical   
Contractors Ltd 

 

DOMESTIC  ~  COMMERCIAL 

FREE ESTIMATES 

 
 

ELECTRIC CAR CHARGING 
POINTS FITTED 

 

Rewires 

Periodic Testing 
and Inspection 

General Electrical Work 

Fuse Board Upgrades 

CONTACT STUART 

07710 664 254 

pandselectrical27@gmail.com 

Stokes Tree Works 
NPTC Qualified Tree Surgeons 

 

DIFFICULT TREES OUR SPECIALITY 

Lopping * Felling * Pruning * Shaping 

to British Standard Specifications 
 

www.stokestreeworks.co.uk 
 

Email: stokestreeworks@aol.com  
 

01691 870300 or 07811 320982 
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C h r i s t m a s  
C o f f e e  M o r n i n g  
Thurs 7 December 
10am to noon 
Bacon Baps, £1 
Produce, Books,  Bring & Buy, Raffle. 
All the usual Methodist hospitality.  

Everyone welcome. 

 

West Felton Methodist Chapel 
and Schoolroom - opposite the playing field 

 

Minister: Rev Julia Skitt 07810 360778 
Secretary Christine Curtis 01691 610665 

 

SERVICES DECEMBER 2023 
3rd   Mrs. Olwen Weller 

10th  Songs of Praise 

17th  2.30 pm Rev. Jassica Castillo-Burley, Pastor Roy Burley  

24th  tba 

31st  Mr. David Woolley 

It is now 3 years since the Rev. Castillo-Burley (known to us all as Jassica), 
Roy and El Nathan moved from West Felton.  But we are delighted to say 
that Jassica and Roy will be leading our Carol Service at the Methodist 
Chapel on Sunday, 17th December at 2.30 p.m.  I think we can promise you 
an enjoyable, happy Carol Service.  If you 
would like to catch up with them and join us, 
you will be very welcome - and of course the 
service will be followed by tea and mince pies. 
 

 
WISHING ALL  OUR 

FRIENDS AND 
NEIGHBOURS A  

JOYFUL CHRISTMAS 
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SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING SERVICE 

Registered Waste Carrier 
Local Operator 

For a prompt and efficient service 
Contact Edward Scott 

on 01691 682080 or 07989 881870 

Trusted & experienced 
Property specialists since 1981 

• Residential Sales & Lettings 

• Farm and Land Sales 

• Planning & Architectural Services 

• Land Promotion & Option advice 

• House Surveys 
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meaning. They believed that opinion 
after the First World War would not 
take kindly to a temple of artistic en-
deavour. Co-incidentally Mrs Behrend’s 
brother, Harry Sandham, had also 
fought in the Salonika campaign. He 
died in 1920 of malaria contracted in 
Greece and the Behrends decided to 
name the building after him. The chap-
el was dedicated by the Bishop of Guil-
ford in 1927. However neither the Beh-
rend’s family, who were Jewish, nor 
Spencer himself, whose religious views 
had changed, attended the ceremony. 
Services are still held at the chapel, 
notably on Remembrance Sunday. 

Buildings built for one faith may later 
be taken over by another faith. The 
most famous example is the Hagia So-
phia. This served as the cathedral of 
Constantinople and later the seat of 
the Eastern Orthodox church before 
becoming a Mosque when the Otto-
mans conquered what is now Turkey. 

Christians were not averse to taking 
over Mosques to use as churches. Most 
of these are to be found in Spain, alt-
hough most are now closed. Much of 
Spain in the early Middle ages was un-
der Moorish rule. During the period 
known as the ‘Reconquista’, the rulers 
of the territories of the Iberian penin-
sula not under Moorish rule gradually, 
with great encouragement by the Chris-
tian church, reclaimed the whole pen-
insula. It was thus convenient to redes-
ignate Mosques as Churches. 

In earlier times churches were built not 
only for worship but also for practical 
purposes such as holding meetings, 
concerts, markets or even storing grain. 
Use of churches solely for worship is a 
relatively modern concept.  Newer 
churches such as Hope church in 
Oswestry have a design that harks back 
to earlier days. With some radical 
thinking, many existing churches might 

revert to their more utilitarian past. 

(Continued from page 37)Churches 

Kind Hearts are the Gardens 
By Henry Wadsworth Longfellow  
 

Kind hearts are the gardens, 

Kind thoughts are the roots, 

Kind words are the flowers, 

Kind deeds are the fruits. 

Take care of your garden, 

And keep out the weeds, 

Fill it with sunshine; 

Kind words and kind deeds. 
 

To celebrate National Poetry Day, 
the children of West Felton School 

were out and about delivering to the 
community copies of their favourite 
poems. 
Those who received a poem through 

their doors wish to thank the chil-
dren very much for brightening 
their days.  

To the pupils of WEST FELTON Cof E PRIMARY SCHOOL ... 
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www.resinboundstonelandscapes.co.uk 

also find us on Facebook 

Let us increase the kerb appeal of your home 
Domestic/Commercial/Full Landscaping 

Char l ie  Jordan  
01691 610 412    Mb: 07712 530 107 
Email: info@resinboundstonelandscapes.co.uk 

Specialists in Resin Bound Stone for 

• Driveways 

• Patios 

• Paths 
Very experienced, Quality, 
Professional Installations 
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Oswestry Ladies Choir 
C h r i s t m a s  C o n c e r t  

7:30pm    Saturday 16th December 
Christ Church, Oswestry SY11 1LF 

A season of wonderful Christmas music 
Schubert Mass in G which is full of beautiful melodies. 

Tickets £10 under 18s free,  
from choir members or on the door. 

Visit www.oswestryladieschoir.com 
Email: oslchoir@outlook.com 
Tel: 01631 654802 

SATURDAY 9th DECEMBER - 3:30pm 

Christ Church, Oswestry  SY11 1LF 

Join Cantiones Choir for an afternoon concert of seasonal favour-
ites, including choruses from The Messiah. Tickets are on sale now 

at Rowanthorn, Oswestry and include a free programme and re-
freshments. Under 18s go free, so why not bring the family! 

Tickets £15 from Rowanthorn, Oswestry or 
online at Ticketsource (under 18s free) 

mailto:info@resinboundstonelandscapes.co.uk
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Angela Chalmers  
 

Ang’s Foot Health 
Mobile Foot Health Practitioner 

Call Angela on 07730 795142 

Email: info@angsfoothealth.co.uk  

SAC Dip, RFHP 
For specialist foot care in the 
comfort your own home 

•  Na i l  t r imm ing  
•  Na i l  t r ea tmen t  
•  Ca l l u s es  
•  Cracked hee l s  
•  Corns ,  verr ucae  

s 
Welcome to Shropshire Landscapes, a 
leading landscaping company with a 

reputation for creating truly magnificent 
and unique gardens throughout Shrop-

shire. As true landscaping specialists, we 
take pride in what we do, and work 

closely with our clients to develop in-
spired concepts, creating exciting, 

practical garden design. Our philosophy 
is simple: reliability, combined with a 

professional service & value for money.  
 

"Design is not just what it looks like and feels like. Design is how it works.”  
 

With us there are no ‘hidden costs’ – we set out the inclusive price.                      
Quotations are free of charge and made at a time to suit you.  

 

01691 610461  - 07400 821581  
or shropshire-landscapes@outlook.com 

Patios & all aspects of paving  
Fencing and trellises  
Driveways and paths  
Garden walls, brickwork, rendering 
 

Turf laying and  
artificial grass                 
 
 
 
 
 

Decking 
Indian stone 
Natural stone paving  
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CHURCHES - Their origins 

How do churches originate? A stupid 
question – they are built to provide 
people with places for worship. Indeed 
this may be the case and many cathe-
drals are testament to the desire to 
provide worshippers with a space to 
pray. But they also impose a sense of 
awe upon those who enter their walls, 
a sense that they are in the presence of 
something mightier than stone alone. 
An article in the October 2023 edition 
of West Felton magazine about the 
church at Haughton opened up some 
reflections on the theme. 

Bulkeley Owen built St Chad’s to save 
local people the trek to West Felton. 
That is reason enough, but he also sup-
ported the Oxford High church move-
ment and he himself was a priest. He 
may not have trusted the clergy at 
West Felton to provide a high church 
service. Furthermore just down the 
road a new church was taking shape at 
Pradoe and an element of competition 
may have arisen between the two es-
tates. Having a church of one’s own, 
especially if one was ordained, was no 
doubt attractive.  

On a grander scale, the Medici family, 
who provided three Popes, funded the 
building of Florence cathedral which 
testified as much to their power as to 
their holiness. Churches may also house 
memorials and most churches have 
plaques a-plenty. Others have had addi-
tional chapels built to accommodate 
tombs such as that of Sir Francis Knollys 
and his wife in the church of St Nicholas 

at Rotherfield Greys. 

More unusually buildings become 
churches almost by accident. Such a 
church is the remarkable Sandham Me-
morIal chapel. Now ownd by the Na-
tional Trust, it was built by the Beh-
rends family. Its genesis sprang from 
the writings of a young Stanley Spencer 
who, in the words of the Guide book, 
said “when I come home I am going to 
learn fresco painting .. and build a 
church. If I don’t do this on earth, I will 
do it in Heaven”. When he wrote this in 
1918 Stanley Spencer was an unknown 
artist recovering from malaria in Saloni-
ka, where he was serving with the ar-
my. After the war he was introduced to 
the Behrends family. They were im-
pressed by Spencer’s sketches of the 
murals, which related to the Salonika 
campaign, that he wished to paint and 
decided to build accommodation for 
the murals. The original design did not 
suit Spencer. His ideas clashed with 
those of the architect leading the latter 
to resign. Spencer essentially designed 
the building, although some changes 
were required to ensure that the result 
was architecturally sound. Originally 
the Behrends family envisaged a secu-
lar building with two almshouses 
attached. Spencer was having none of 
that: he wanted a chapel for his murals, 
and a chapel is what he got. It became 
known as Spencer’s ‘God box’ although 
others called it a ‘biscuit factory.  

Once the chapel had been built, the 
Behrends felt that it needed a broader 

(Continued on page 39) 
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Painter & Decorator 

All aspects of interior or exterior 

decoration undertaken 
 

Hanwood - Shropshire 

01743 860241  mobile 07795 262629 

darrentownsend18@hotmail.com 

Friendly , Reliable, Local Service 
Free no obligation estimates 
High standard of work 
No mess left behind! 
 

enquiries@pja-plumbing.co.uk 
 

Tel  07969 833 610  Installation   Repairs 
Maintenance 

Shropshire 
Aggregates 

a top quality Agricultural 
Contracting service.  

 

We also supply:  Hardcore,  
Playbark, Compost, Topsoil 
Rootzone, Garden Mulch.  

Shropshire Kiln 
Dried Firewood  

Kiln Dried Softwood 
Kiln Dried Hardwood 
Kiln Dried 100% Oak 

Nets of kindling 
Available in builder bags  

or loose loads 

VISIT  www.shropshireaggregates.net  & 
www.shropshirekilndriedfirewood.co.uk     07813847670 

 
 

 

Surfacing Contractor  
Drives - Tarmac - Block Paving - Slabs 

Highways and Local Authority Approved Contractor 
References available  

John Richards,  Pentre ,  Nesscl i f fe    

Telephone: 07958 156054 / 01743 741503  

RICHARDS GROUNDWORKS 
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Santa will be touring West Felton in his sleigh 
on Friday 22nd December from 5pm 

 

Great news everyone, Oswestry Cambrian Rotary Club is holding 
their annual Christmas sleigh street collection again this year. 

They are all volunteers who give up their free time around Christmas to do 
something special and that's to put a smile on children's faces and raise 
money for our town!  

Unfortunately, they 
cannot get into every 
road and close be-
cause they have to 
turn the sleigh round 
and parked cars 
make it impossible. 

Obviously the nights 
out collecting are 
also subject to 
weather due to ELF 
AND SAFETY !! 

For more 
information join 
the Facebook 
group ‘Oswestry 
Santa Sleigh’  

3rd  4pm St Michael’s Church, West Felton 

7th  7pm WI Carols, St Michael’s Church 

13th  7pm Pradoe Church Carol service 

17th  2:30pm Methodist Chapel Carols 
with Rev. Jassica and Pastor Roy 

7th 
Jan 

4pm St Chad’s Church, 
Haughton 

CAROL SERVICES DECEMBER/JANUARY 
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MOBILE LIBRARY 
Owen’s -  Route 4 
Subject to change due to inclement weather, 
vehicle breakdown, COVID-19:  
 

Alternate Thursdays  

December 14th 
Grimpo 14:10 to 14:45 
West Felton Village Hall  
15:00 to 15:40 

We have a new local Police Officer 
 

PC 21312 Bryant,  Oswestry Central Safer Neighbourhood Team,  
Oswestry Police Station. 

Email: Karl.Bryant@westmercia.police.uk.  Tel: 07773053015 or 101.  

These personal mobile numbers/email addresses can be used to gain quick 
contact with our local policing team BUT are not to be used to report new 
incidents. 

All incidents must be reported on either of the two numbers: 101 in the case 
of non-emergency and 999 for emergencies. This is to enable every call to 
receive a specific log number. Local officers are unable to open logs, this 
must be done by the communications team. 

Pc Bryant says, “I look forward to getting over and meeting you all soon. I will 
attend all Parish meetings where possible.”. 

Crimestoppers: 0800 555111 
Non emergency number :  101 web: www.westmercia.police.uk 
Email: oswestrys.snt@westmercia/pnn.police.uk     Twitter: @OsCops 
Local Police Community Support Officer: PCSO Stuart Carroll  07970 544372.  

http://www.shropshire.gov.uk/libraries
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DS PLUMBING & HEATING 
 

LPG, NATURAL GAS AND OIL 

Gas Safe & OFTEC Registered 

Breakdowns  -  Servicing 

Landlord Certificates 

David Swift Mob: 07794 362873 
Email - djafswift@gmail.com 

Hair, beauty, nails, 

 personal care  

Cut & Colour 

Baschurch 

Station Road 

Baschurch  SY4 2BB 

@sarahatthehairstation  

  

cutandcolourbas-

church@hotmail.com 

 

cut&colourbaschurch  

www.woodheadsalesandlettings.com 
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‘

The Landlord in 1921 was William Joseph Naylor (53), Licensed Victualler, as-
sisted by his wife, Martha and niece, Nellie Wilkinson. Martha died in 1925 aged 
59 and is buried in St Michael’s churchyard. 
The Punch Bowl was licensed in 1791, and had stabling for 5 horses. It was origi-
nally owned by the Lloyd family of Fords Farm, Twyford, and in 1837 the tenant 
was Timothy Sides. It was purchased by John Dovaston, and remained in the fam-
ily until it was sold to Bank’s Brewery in the 1950s. Up until the 1960s there were 
two cottages attached to the Punch, they were demolished along with outbuildings 
to make way for the car park. Ann Evans’ brother Richard (Dood) had a match 
box cover given to customers as a little gift at Christmas by Mr & Mrs Naylor. 
The inscription on box reads: 
 
Mr & Mrs Naylor Punch Bowl Inn 
This tiny box I give to you 
To light you on your way, 
May all your joys be “matchless”  
on this happy Christmas Day. 
“Twill strike a spark of friendliness 
in every one’s abode” 
But don’t forget the Punch Bowl Inn 
on the Holyhead Road. 
 

With the two cottages on the right. 1920s 

From Kitty’s poem we saw that the 
Landlord in 1932 was jolly Beatty 
Williams.  
Of the very many who followed in 
this capacity, we know little.  
Perhaps you have fond memories of 
the Punch that you could share?  
We know there were  Nativity plays 
held in the stable in 1989 and later 
years. Anyone got photos? 

West Felton welcomes the new local 
management at The Punch Bowl.  

Best of luck to Sally and Paul. 
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You never feed me. 
Perhaps I'll sleep on 
your face.  
That will sure show 
you. 

The rule for today. 
Touch my tail, 
I shred your hand. 
New rule tomorrow. 
 

Shoe laces. 
Must attack at once.  
Didn't know that 
was you. 
 

Wanna go outside. 
Oh NO! Help! I got 
outside!  
Let me back inside! 

Do cats think in Haikus? 5/7/5 
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2006 

2002 

The Punch Bowl 1980  

2002 



 
26 

 

26 May 1981 
Busy road, no footpath on the right  
(compare with photo on page 29.) 

 
Marches House was an Antiques shop.  

 
In 1980s the footpath along the Holyhead Road was 
widened. Many of the properties on the side opposite  
the Punch Bowl lost some of their frontage/gardens. 

This was in preparation for the big change to come in 
1986. see page 28/29. 

 
Look out for the stand of Mills & Boon books 

amongst the Persil and Corn Flakes. 
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WEST FELTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 

Gillian Sturgess chaired the October meeting, wel-
coming members and three visitors Wendy,  
Caroline and Laura. 
 

Annual Meeting in November: Members were reminded of the need for a new 
correspondence secretary and an invitation was extended to anyone to join com-
mittee for next year.  

West Felton will host the Group Carol Service at St. Michael’s on  
Thursday 7th December. The collection for Oswestry Food Bank.  

WFWI annual Bursaries - two available, £50 each towards an educational course, 
applications invited. 

Members attended the Wellbeing Community event in Hope Church 11th Octo-
ber. Thank you to everyone who helped on the day. It was also supported by 
members from Oswestry North and South Groups. Very busy day dispelling stere-
otypical views of WIs, there was lots of interest, so the various institutes  may 
gain some new members. 

Crazy Daisies WI camping weekend 15th Sept. Ashby-de-la-Zouch, nine members 
attended. Fun and activity-packed weekend. 

Forthcoming WI Activities/Events:  

• Salopian Sleepover. This camping weekend is on 26th to 29th July 2024 at 
Much Wenlock. Twelve members of WFWI attending so far.  

• Girly Gourmets Thursday 19th Oct. Meze Greek restaurant Ellesmere.  

• Christmas meal booked at the Queens Head on Wednesday 13th December at 
1pm.  

• Further Legacy outing. West Felton WI still holds funds from the bequest of the 
late Margaret Francis for members’ outings. This additional outing will be to 
The Grosvenor Garden Centre, nr Chester, Monday 20th November. Lunch in-
cluded. 

October’s guest speaker was Caroline Coulman who led a laughter yoga session. 
They learned about the benefits of sitting up straight with a smile on your face, 
breathing deeply and taking in plenty of oxygen and stretching – that’s the yoga 
part, then add in the laughter. Laughter has been proven to have psychological 
benefits and helps to relieve stress - a very entertaining evening. 

November’s speaker will be Laura Jackson-Tyler talking about working with assis-

tance dogs - Dog Aid. 
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Tel: 01691 652233 
www.Asset-Wealth-Preservation.co.uk 

Thinking of making a Will  
or Power of Attorney? 

Wills  £150 
Lasting Powers of Attorney (LPA)  £150 

Sensibly priced and affordable Legal services 

 Call Paul Humphreys today 

 

Duncan Galliers 
Master Upholsterer and 

Furniture Restorer 

Upholstery 
 

Specialist in traditional 
techniques for antique and 

modern furniture. 
 

Spring repair, 
foam cut to size  
and sundries! 

 

Call 01743 353981 or 
email  

duncangalliers@aol.com 
 

AURA.OSWESTRY@M AIL.COM  

A & J  
CATTERY 

Open all year round 
Cattery is fully heated 
Covered outside runs 

 
Collection and Delivery 
“Give your cat a holiday 
while you enjoy yours” 

Sandstone Holdings,  
Dovaston, Kinnerley, 
Oswestry SY10 8DS 
Tel: 01691 682 606 

We are only 5 minutes from 
West Felton 
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George & Audrey 
Seabury 1985 

George retired from the West Felton Post Office in December 1989 after 
ten years as Postmaster. Helping him with the business was his wife, 
Audrey, until her illness and death earlier in the year. 

They moved to the village in 1979 so that George could renew his family 
connections with the area. His father was born in West Felton and George 
spent school holidays with his aunts at Grimpo. 

At that time his home was in Liverpool and he left school shortly before 
the war to join Cunard shipping company. During the war he was commis-
sioned into the Royal Artillery, serving in Greece and Italy. After the war 
he rejoined Cunard. After 27 years he and Audrey decided to start their 
own business and for 14 years ran a newsagents in Wallasey, before ful-
filling George’s ambition to move back to West Felton. 

For some years, George continued to live at the Old Plough cottage, main-
taining his membership of West Felton British Legion and the Royal Artil-
lery Association. 

The Post Office was taken over by Mr Fred Butler of the White Lion, 
Whittington.  
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The Advertizer 
7 January 1987
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The Advertizer 
7 January 1987 


