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SEEND PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes 

Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday, 2nd December 2025, 18.30. 
This meeting was held in the Irene Usher Hall, Rusty Lane, Seend, Melksham 
	
· Present: Cllr Debbie Savage (Chair), Cllr Bridget Johnstone (Vice Chair), Cllr Paul Manning, Cllr Pamela Akerman, Cllr Jamie Halliday, Cllr William Lack, Cllr Phil Springate

· Apologies: Cllr William Lack, Cllr Helen Robinson – Gordon 

· Officers: Hayley Bell, Parish Clerk 

· Also Present:  9 members of the parish 

	Agenda Item

	Detail
	Action

	Apologies for Absence
	Cllr Lack and Cllr Helen Robinson- Gordon
	None 

	Declaration of Lobbying
(i) Declaration of changes to the Register of Interests
(ii) [bookmark: _Int_nsrEU1HL]Declaration of interest in items on the Agenda
(iii) Requests for Dispensation
	
(i) - There were no changes to declarations to the Register of Interests
           
(ii) - There were no declarations of interest 

(iii) - There were no requests for dispensation.


	 
None 

	Public Participation

















Local Councillors' Matters 
	
1. Public Participation
· A member of the public requested updates on the bollards at Cross Road.
· A request was made for metric traffic counts outside Cross Road. The Clerk will send details to Mr Whitcombe.
· A resident raised concerns over a block gully the clerk to report to Wiltshire Council
2. LHFIG Requests
· Cllr Savage confirmed that the applications submitted remain the same as those discussed at the previous meeting.
3. Community Updates
· The Seend Community Centre was successful in securing funding through the UK Rural Hubs Grant.
· Cllr Savage informed residents that the bus shelter bin on Church Street has been removed and relocated.  
4. Giagers Site
· Concerns were raised regarding the Giagers' site, noting that incidents of criminal damage are ongoing.
· The Clerk confirmed that all such incidents should be reported directly to the police.
5. Training and Courses
· Cllr Savage provided information from a resident who asked if the parish council could arrange a community defib workshop.
· Cllr Halliday offered to investigate community training days within Seend. 
6. Speed Indicator Device.
To note, it is on order and Cllr Savage thanked the CLT for their generous donation. 
7. Local Bins 
We can confirm a new bin now outside the bus shelter on the High Street by the Lye, and a new bin now at the top of Spout Lane.
8. Yellow Lines – Bridge Seend Cleve.
Discussions regarding the yellow lines proposed on the bridge at Seend Cleeve. Councillors were divided as pros and cons for both - yellow lines on the bridge would push the parking down the road, and cars would then park outside Little Mitchells & New Buildings - no lines and cars will continue to obstruct the view and could potentially cause an accident   
9. Allotments 
Cllr Akerman requested the clerk to bring a report to the council to provide a full update. 
Cllr Akerman and Cllr Williams questioned the need for the allotment element of the new finance package clerk to provide further details.  

	
Clerk to email Mr Whitcombe email address 






















. 



	Minutes of the Previous Meeting
	
Approved Cllr Savage and Cllr Williams 
	

	2025
Updates from Cllr Raey 
	
Community Governance Review 

Wiltshire Council undertakes a Community Governance Review periodically to ensure that arrangements for parishes ensure that they best reflect the identity and interests of local communities.  It helps ensure that governance arrangements are as effective and convenient as they can be. It can involve adjustments to the number of parish council councillors, parish boundaries, name changes etc.  

The round of reviews covers the parishes within the Devizes, Marlborough and Royal Wootton Bassett & Cricklade Area Boards.  In the first instance, the Parish Council should consider the questions covered in the briefing note and feed back to Democratic Services.  Any changes will take effect from the next scheduled election on 1 May 2029.  Also to note that I am Vice Chairman of the Electoral Review Committee, which is overseeing this process, so I am well placed to follow up on any issues that arise.


Freight in Seend High Street

I am advised that Wiltshire Council will publish its draft Freight Strategy in Spring 2026.  I have shared with Highways Officers the recent traffic counts, which showed that significantly more freight is using the High Street, rather than the advisory A365 route.  However, I am keen that Seend’s issue is highlighted to Cabinet Members and Councillors, and I have suggested to Steve Vaux and Paul Taylor that a formal question is submitted to Full Council in February, and I am liaising with them on this.

Wiltshire Local Plan

The next stage in the Local Plan process is a series of formal hearings by the Planning Inspector.  However, I understand that following the initial hearings, future hearings have been postponed by the Inspector to allow further work to be completed.  More information is at Wiltshire Local Plan Examination
The draft Local Plan deemed Seend to be a large Village - but this was just Seend itself and not the other connected settlements - as a large Village, Seend's Housing Growth (2020-2038) was calculated at 27.  Seend Parish Council made the "Whole Parish" point at the Regulation 19 Consultation and this is noted in the Regulation 22(1)(c) Consultation Statement published in September 2024.   I am following up with officers about when this point will be formally considered.

Bell Crossroads

Thank you to residents for notifying Hayley about collisions at Bell Crossroads.  I have discussed the latest incident with Highways Officers, and I am advised that the circumstances of the collision are significantly different to those previously seen, relating to vehicles exiting the side roads.  In this circumstance, both vehicles were on the main road, with one attempting to make a turn.  
Highways Officers advise that the monitoring period for the work that was previously undertaken at Bell Crossroads is ongoing.  It would be helpful if the Parish Council could correlate details it holds on collisions at Bell Crossroads with those recorded by the Police as injury collisions – this information is at CrashMap - UK Road Safety Map.

Local Highways and Footpath Improvement Group

Debbie and Paul will be attending the LHFIG meeting on Thursday, 4 December at 10 am.   The Bell Crossroads issue and others will be on the agenda.  

Please email any other issues that you would like my help with.  With best wishes to you all for a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  Thank you for all your work on behalf of Seend Parish over the last few months.  


	






	2025
LHFIG 
	
 Next Meeting To be confirmed. 
	


 

	Planning Applications
	Planning applications to note. 
PL/2025/08750 – No comment
PL/2025/08751- No comment
PL/2025/09089 – No comment 
Resolved Seend Parish Council will comment on all planning applications where a tree has been removed to be replaced. Proposed Cllr Springate and seconded Cllr Halliday 

	

	2025/081
Financial Matters

Payments 

	
Seend Parish Council resolved the 2026 – 2027 budget, proposed by Cllr Savage and Cllr Halliday 0.33 per week increase based on a band D property. 


	Payee
	 Amount 
	Reason

	Miss H Bell
	£660.91
	Salary

	PK Auditors
	£252.00
	Auditors

	Aubergine
	£993.60
	Web Site  

	Elan City 
	109.99
	SID – Outstanding 06.02.2025

	Hugo Fox 
	£23.99
	Web Site 

	HMRC
	£235.00
	HMRC 



Meeting closed 

Next Meeting Tuesday, 27th January 18.30 2026, Irene Usher. 

Seend Parish Council are out of office from 24th December until 5th January 2026.
	






































	
	
	




…………………………………………………
xxx (Chair)
Date: 
Seend Parish Council Meeting Minutes


