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Uncomplicated, 
trustworthy and 
confidential advice if you 
are selling or letting 
Ashford: 01233 506260  Tenterden: 01580 766766

www.hobbsparker.co.uk

 

Private Tuition 
in Benenden 

 

Boosting Confidence & Developing Potential 

With Clare Leek 
 

clare.intuition@btinternet.com 

07711 619536 

In Tuition

Primary Subjects 

Singapore Maths 

French

l

Remote Sessions 
Now Available

01580 441571   www.the-oak-barn.co.uk   @theoakbarnff

WEDDINGS  
& PARTIES

with elegance & rustic charmwith elegance & rustic charm
From the magnificent, vaulted roof of The Oak Barn to the tranquillity of  

The Byre with its stunning views, Frame Farm is perfect for your celebration.

LUXURIOUS & AWARD WINNING ECO-VENUE



It’s always my turn to write this editorial in the post-fete issue and I always run the danger of using 
the same superlatives about the magical event that brings together so many villagers on The Green - 
gathering treasures, setting up, manning stalls, breaking down and generally having a ball. They say  
a photo speaks a thousand words and those we picked (pages 26-27) taken by the intrepid David 
Sarton and Beth Ansell (plus a few others - thank you all) speak volumes! These are just a tip of  
the iceberg and it’s so hard selecting them. So many apologies if we have left any gaping holes. 
 
In their contributions to this edition David Commander and Nicola Thomas have said it all so I  
can relax, but I do have a few standout memories to add to the mix. I was involved with the team 
organising book sales in the Memorial Hall and was rather chuffed that our first sale was to The 
Duchess of Edinburgh when she popped in the day before the fete. Let’s not forget the children who 
love it so much, and a huge thank you to those of them who got stuck in and helped. Be sure you’ll 
be first in line to be recruited to join the fete committee when the current bunch are retired and 
happy simply sitting around the Hop Inn! 
 
I’ll never forget walking into the church to be greeted by a sea of balloons down the aisle - the same 
balloons that were stuffed into the Matador and finally set free at the end of the fete to be gathered 
up by youngsters and lone adult, I know who you are! (See the front cover). Finally, by 7pm all that 
was left on The Green was a few wisps of hay from the arena bales (thank you farmer Arthur) and 
the gentle sound of celebratory chatting and clinking of glasses wafting over the grass from the Bull. 
 
Last year’s star raffle prize was a wing walk and we covered Beth Ansell’s aerial adventure last month. 
The tale of another adventurous woman continues in this issue (page 32) with Louise recounting her 
trip across the Channel alongside the historic Dunkirk Small Ships. Hats off to all those adventurous 
women out there. 
 
Ruth Clark, Co-Editor
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Editorial

The Benenden Magazine is published monthly as a joint venture by Benenden Parish Council  
and St George’s Parochial Church Council. It is distributed free to all residents of the parish. Opinions 
expressed are not necessarily those of the publishers. Responsibility for accuracy of information rests 
with contributors and advertisers. Neither the publishers nor the editors shall be held responsible for 
or endorse any opinions, products or services printed in the magazine or directory. 
 
Editors: Ruth Clark, Peter Thomas 
Editorial Board: PCC Rep: Cathy Presgrave, PC Rep: Nicola Thomas, Treasurer: Charles Trollope, 
Business and Advertising Manager: Paul Leek, Advertising Assistant: vacant 
Distribution: Marilyn and Dick Hill, Layout Editor: Camilla Macdonald 
 
Contributions to: benendenparishmagazine@gmail.com by the 10th of the preceding month. 
Advertising orders or queries to: advertising.benendenmag@gmail.com. 
Distribution queries to: dd.rhill@btinternet.com. 
Postal address: c/o Community Office, Benenden Village Hall, Benenden, TN17 4DY   07593 226462 
 
Printed by Wealden Print, Flimwell, Kent   01580 466442   info@wealdenprint.co.uk
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Village Calendar

July 
Tuesday 1 Mobile Library, bus stop outside Benenden Village Hall, 10-10.30am 
Tuesday 1 Mobile Library, Benenden Hospital, 10.40-11.10am 
Thursday 3 Hug in a Mug, Benenden’s Community Shop, 10am p.15 
Saturday 5 Churchyard Working Party, St George’s, Benenden, 9.30-12noon 
Saturday 5 Cornhole Tossing, St George’s Social Club, 8.15pm 
Sunday 6 Hemsted Park, Moana 2, Outdoor Cinema Screening,  

Benenden School Rose Garden, 2pm 
Sunday 6 Summer Teas, St George’s Church, 2-4pm p.13 
Sunday 6 Hemsted Park, Top Gun, Outdoor Cinema Screening,  

Benenden School Rose Garden, 7pm 
Tuesday 8 Village Lunch, Benenden Village Hall, 12.30pm p.17 
Saturday 12 Flower & Produce Show, Iden Green Pavilion, 1pm p.9 
Saturday 12 Ladder Toss, St George’s Social Club, 8.15pm 
Sunday 13 Summer Teas, St George’s Church, 2-4pm p.13 
Tuesday 15 Mobile Library, bus stop outside Benenden Village Hall, 10-10.30am 
Tuesday 15 Mobile Library, Benenden Hospital, 10.40-11.10am 
Tuesday 15 Iden Green and Benenden WI, Margot Clarkson-Bennett: Make-up for the  

Older Woman, Memorial Hall, 2pm p.17 
Saturday 19 Quiz Night, St George’s Social Club, 8.15pm 
Sunday 20 Open Garden, Little Walkhurst, Benenden, 12.30-4.30pm p.13 
Sunday 20 Summer Teas, St George’s Church, 2-4pm p.13 
Monday 21 Parish Council Meeting, Iden Green Pavilion, 7pm 
Tuesday 22 Merry and Bright, Croquet Afternoon, Penny and Phil’s, Benenden, 2pm p.17 
Wed 23-Sun 27 Benenden Tennis Tournament, Benenden School p.9 
Saturday 26 Summer Barbecue, St George’s Social Club, 8.15pm 
Sunday 27 The Angry Whelk Fresh Fish Stall, Benenden Village Hall, 12-2pm 
Sunday 27 Open Garden, Little Walkhurst, Benenden, 12.30-4.30pm p.13 
Sunday 27 Summer Teas, St George’s Church, 2-4pm p.13 
Monday 28 Benenden Village Trust, AGM, Iden Green Pavilion, 6pm p.13 
Tuesday 29 Mobile Library, bus stop outside Benenden Village Hall, 10-10.30am 
Tuesday 29 Mobile Library, Benenden Hospital, 10.40-11.10am 
 
Iden Green Toddler Group 
Tuesdays during term time in Iden Green Congregational Church, 9-11.30am 
 
Wednesday Coffee Mornings 
Wednesdays in the Memorial Hall, 10-11.30am 
 
Benenden Bowls Club 
Thursdays, April-September, on the recreation field, practice night, 6pm 
 
Cakes & Chaos: Café and Toddler Group 
Fridays during term time in St George’s Church, 9-11am
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Parish Council Meeting 
Monday 21 July, 
Iden Green Pavilion, 7pm 

Parish Council

All of us who live in Benenden are aware that it is a special place, and during my work on the 
parish council I am often asked what makes our village community work so well. Without 
hesitation my answer is always “the volunteers”. We are blessed with residents who care about 
our community and are willing to give their time freely for the good of our village. One of many 
examples is the success of our village fete - completely run by volunteers. 
 
Happily, each year the parish council can present an award organised by the Kent Association of 
Local Councils, which recognises individuals or groups who have significantly contributed to their 
local community. This year we agreed unanimously that the award should go to the Benenden 
Village Lunch Club organisers and volunteers, who work so hard every month to pull together 
these occasions, bringing an invaluable sense of community, a free lift and a lovely meal into the 
lives of so many grateful souls. 
 
The award was presented to Sheila Hume and the team at our meeting on 16 June, and I hope 
their well-deserved celebrations in the pub afterwards were good and rowdy! 
 
With the perennial problem of speeding through our village, there has been interest expressed  
in reviving the Community Speedwatch group and the parish council is currently looking into  
the cost and logistics of purchasing the equipment required for this. Speedwatch is a national 
initiative where communities engage the support and supervision of the local police to record 
details of speeding vehicles, using approved detection devices. If you are interested in 
volunteering for this group, please do get in touch with our clerk. 
 
It is with great pleasure that we welcome a new member to the parish council. We are very 
happy that Debbie Ham is joining us to complete our team. Debbie works at Benenden Hospital 
and lives close by in East End, so is ideally placed to keep an eye on the current development at 
the old hospital site. She is also very supportive of the need for more social and affordable 
housing throughout the Southeast, and this very much aligns with our policies. Welcome, Debbie. 
 
Nicola Thomas, BPC Chair 
nicolat@benendenparishcouncil.org 

 
Caroline Levett, Benenden Parish Council Clerk 
07593 226462   clerk@benendenparishcouncil.org 
For more information see our website   www.benendenparishcouncil.org   or find us on Facebook



4

Church Calendar

St George’s Church 
Rector: Revd David Commander   240658   revdavidcommander@gmail.com (day off: Thursday) 
Associate Priest: Revd Ylva Blid-Mackenzie   01233 820100   rev.ylva@gmail.com 
Churchwarden: David Collard   241944   d.collard49@btinternet.com 
Churchwarden: Sue Fisher   241907   sue@undaunted.co.uk 
www.benendenchurch.org   850849   benendenchurch@gmail.com 
Please inform the Rector, Associate Priest or Churchwardens if you, or anyone else, is ill. 
Sunday 6 July                   8am Communion               10am All-age                5pm Choral Evensong 
                                                                             Communion 
Sunday 13 July                 8am BCP Communion        10am Morning Worship 
Sunday 20 July                 8am Communion               10am Sung Eucharist 
Saturday 26 July                                                                                        4pm Connect Four 
                                                                                                               at Mission Church, Sandhurst 
Sunday 27 July                 8am Communion               10am Morning Worship 
Morning Prayer                8am Mondays and Fridays (not 21, 25 and 28 July or 1 August) 
 
 
Mission Church, Sandhurst 
Rector: Revd David Commander   240658   revdavidcommander@gmail.com (day off: Thursday) 
Morning Prayer                8am Tuesdays and Wednesdays (not 22, 23, 29 and 30 July) 
Mid-week Communion     10am Tuesdays 
 
 
Iden Green Congregational Church 
Pastor: Tobin Bird   240027   www.idengreen.org.uk 
Sunday Services                10am Morning Worship       5.30pm Evening Worship 
The 10am Morning Worship is broadcast on our YouTube channel: search ‘Iden Green Congregational Church’. 
 
 
The Roman Catholic Chapel of Our Lady and St Joseph TN17 4EL 
Fr Barry Grant   713364   www.sttheodore-cranbrook.org 
Masses                            9am Sundays                      7.30pm Holy Days 
 
 
From the Parish Registers 
Weddings                           27 June   Melanie Barnard and Mark Bridges 
                                         28 June   Catherine Chisholm and Beau Archer 
 
Funeral                               30 June   Paul Gregory   Funeral and Thanksgiving Service



A special week in the life of St George’s 
Very occasionally, those weeks come along that are very special and will remain in the memory 
for a long time. This last week has been one of those. It has been special not just for the church 
right now, but for the future of the parish church; it has also been special for the whole 
community of Benenden. 
 
The first thing to say is a huge thank you to everyone involved in making the ‘Village Fete in 
support of St George’s Church’ such a huge success this year. Whether that be on the fete 
organising committee, as a stall-leader, those working on any of the stalls, those working to help 
set up on Friday or break down on Saturday afternoon/evening (The Green was completely clear 
by 7pm - three hours after the fete closed!), or whether you came along and supported the fete 
by participating in many of the activities or supporting the various stalls. This was Benenden 
community spirit at its best. The number of people who came was terrific, the weather was 
perfect and the whole event had a wonderful buzz about it. Thank you. 
 
The financial support of everyone is also hugely appreciated. Your parish church is here seven 
days a week, 365 days a year; the ever-increasing cost of living affects the church just as much as 
it does our own homes and personal budgets; as a church, we also recognise the increasing needs 
of many charities; and part of our mission is to support others in need. Your efforts on fete day 
look like bringing a profit approaching £20k this year. That is phenomenal. The church will send 
approximately half that amount to local, national and international charities- as we have done in 
previous years. (You will see articles in past and future editions of the magazine featuring the 
charities that are supported.) Thank you for your contribution to this total. Now save the date 
for next year’s fete: Saturday 13 June 2026. 
 
The other two pieces of wonderful news, of which there will be greater detail in a future issue, 
are: 
l  We have now, after many years of work and negotiation (some of which has been quite 

frustrating) been granted our Faculty. This is the legal document that allows us to proceed 
with the ‘Restore. Renew. Rejoice’ project to evolve St George’s Church for the next phase  
of its life. Having a Faculty also means that we can now begin the work of major grant 
applications and the serious business of fundraising. More detail on this next month. Or we 
can run one fete every week for a whole year! Anyone up for that? 

 
l  We now have royal support for the project. Having visited St George’s the day before the fete, 

The Duchess of Edinburgh has agreed to be patron, which will help hugely with our grant 
applications, and with a potential major fundraising event. 

Again, more details in a future edition of the magazine. Quite a week in the life and history of 
your parish church. 
 
Revd David Commander, Rector and Area Dean 
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Church Letter



             @lucyandrewinteriors  ~  lucy@lucyandrew.co.uk  ~  07930 507047

Hand-Finished Curtains  

  & Blinds 

Fabrics & Poles 

Upholstery & Loose Covers 

Wallpaper & Paint 

Lighting & Carpets

www.lucyandrew.co.uk

l  Accredited in pet First Aid and CPR 
l  Accredited Feline behaviourist 
l  Over 10 years experience 
l  Your local Cat Specialist 
l  WhatsApp, text, call 07485 660 781

Cat Sitting Service 
BOOK NOW!

www.furrycatface.com

 
Carpets & Floors 
 

Carpet and Vinyl supplied and fitted at reduced rates  

• Same choice as any shop but up to half the price 

• We can move your furniture for you and take away your old flooring 

 

For free home sample viewing 

and estimates please call Stuart or Lisa 

 

01580 239770 / 01424 855882 / 07734 659834 

bargainfloors@hotmail.co.uk 

www.bargainfloors.co.uk
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The power of kindness: how giving benefits the giver 
I was struck by Sara Tidy’s article in last month’s edition about the erosion of courtesy in society, 
yet observing myself so many acts of kindness around the village: elderly people brought out to 
mix and chat despite their wheelchairs; others taking groceries and sweets to people who can’t 
get out of the house; so many hospital lifts given freely by an excellent group of helpers. 
 
In a world often shadowed by conflict, uncertainty and rapid change, one quiet force continues to 
shine: kindness. Though often seen as a gift to others, acts of kindness carry immense benefits for 
the giver, especially in today’s turbulent times. Amid headlines dominated by division and stress, 
choosing to act kindly is a powerful way to restore balance, purpose, and hope within ourselves. 
It certainly beats reading the news! 
 
Scientific studies increasingly affirm what ancient wisdom has long known: being kind benefits the 
mind and body of the one who gives. Performing kind acts - whether helping a neighbour, offering 
a compliment, or volunteering time - releases chemicals in the brain like oxytocin and dopamine. 
These natural ‘feelgood’ hormones reduce stress, lower blood pressure and increase overall life 
satisfaction. In other words, kindness is not just a moral act, it’s a wellness practice. 
 
Kindness fosters a sense of agency. In a time when global issues can feel overwhelming, kind  
acts ground us in what we can do. We may not be able to solve every crisis, but we can uplift 
someone’s day. This shift from helplessness to helpfulness can be empowering and deeply fulfilling. 
 
The ripple effect is also profound. One kind gesture often inspires another, creating a chain  
of positivity that travels farther than we can see. While the world may be facing significant 
challenges, each act of generosity and care contributes to a cultural current of compassion. 
 
In times of stress or sorrow, turning to kindness can be a transformative act - not just for others 
but for ourselves. It reconnects us with our humanity, strengthens our resilience, and reminds us 
of the beauty still present in everyday life. 
 
Kindness, it turns out, is not just what the world needs - it’s what we need, too. 
 
Peter Massey 

Talking Point



Career, Family or Relationship Worries?
Stuck in a Rut? Feeling Lost?

Not sure who you are, or what you really want?  
I’m Sara 

An ICF ACC qualified coach and counsellor. 
I can help you 

Relight your spark. 
Find your confidence. 

Discover your direction.
Be the authentic you!

For a friendly, confidential, free initial chat,
contact:

Sara@Peartreeconfidencecoaching.com
www.PearTreeConfidenceCoaching.com 

Get your aches & pains eased  
by a professional, fully insured  

Graduate Sports Therapist  
in Benenden. 

 
Injury assessment, massage, 
stretching, cupping, taping  
& exercise rehabilitation. 

 
Reduce pain,  

improve your flexibility,  
strength & posture  

with Rebecca Manford  
(BSc Hons MSST) 07923 965601

Personal care  
Dementia care 
Live-in and night care
Post-discharge care

There is no place like home...
Home Care Designed to
be as Unique as You Are. 

“We only have positive things to say
about the care Amora has provided 
to our mum over the past 18 months.”
Steve, Tonbridge

amoracare.co.uk        Premium Home Care with Love
Book a free assessment on 01580 231701
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News and Events

Flower & Produce Show 
Details above and the classes are: 
FLOWERS 
l  Single rose 
l  Display of roses 
l  Display of sweet peas 
l  Any other single bloom 
l  Display of garden flowers 
l  Arrangement of flowers in a standard teacup 
l  Any succulent or cacti display in a pot 
 
VEGETABLES 
l  Four onions (as near same size) 
l  Four potatoes (as near same size) 
l  Display of vegetables (at least four types for 

artistic effect) 
 
FRUIT 
l  Six strawberries (as near same size) 
l  Six raspberries (as near same size) 
l  Display of any other soft fruit for artistic 

effect (could be mixed) 
 
CHILDREN’S CLASS (12 years and under) 
An exotic animal or bird (imaginary or not) 
made from fruit and/or vegetables 
 
MISCELLANEOUS 
The ugliest/funniest vegetable 
 
BEST IN SHOW AWARD 
Awarded by the judge for the best overall entry. 

Tennis Tournament 
The Benenden Tennis Tournament (23-27 July) 
is fast approaching so please do get registered 
if you would like to play in either the adults or 
children’s competition (divisions for all levels). 
It is a great few days and all money raised goes 
to local charities - this year we will be 
supporting the Caldecott Foundation, the Sam 
West Foundation, Catching Lives, the Kent 
Autistic Trust and many more. 

The event is kindly hosted at Benenden 
School in their beautiful grounds and we are 
also supported by Hotshotz Tennis, Burfields 
House, Harpers & Hurlingham, Friday’s and 
Jubilee Hire, who all help with set-up and 
running costs, ensuring all money raised can go 
to charity. 

The junior tennis tournament, from seven 
years up, offers a fun and friendly atmosphere 
to play with friends. For younger players we 
have smaller courts, age appropriate balls and 
umpires to ensure maximum enjoyment - all 
levels welcome. The singles are filling up fast 
and we are sure to have some excellent tennis 
in the older age groups, so please do get signed 
up. As always we will be having a tea tent on all 
days with our barbecue and photo company 
coming on the Thursday, along with the 
infamous children’s raffle. 

Please register at: 
www.benendentennistournament.com. Any 
queries or any offers of cakes or raffle prizes 
will be greatly appreciated. If you can help 
please contact me at 
Juniorbenendentennistournament@gmail.com 
or call on 07368 467322. 
Georgina Wixley 

Flower & Produce 
Show 
 

SATURDAY 12 JULY 
IDEN GREEN PAVILION 
 
SHOW ENTRIES - deliver these 
before 11am on the day. 
 
PUBLIC VIEWING - doors open at 1pm. 
Tea & cakes will be served. 
 
PRIZES - awarded at 3pm. 
 
Email Sally-Ann Marks on  
sallymarks100@hotmail.com 
or call 07990 585753 for an entry form  
(submit by 6 July latest).



  JSH 
Construction Services  

& Surveying 

 
Justin Hunt 

07710 039 190 
justin@jshsurveying.co.uk

Kitchen Fitting  
Floor & Wall Tiling  
Bathroom & Shower 
Installation Flooring  

Painting & Decorating  
Drylining & Partition Walls  

Suspended Ceilings  
Decking & Patios  

Cladding & Roofing  
Garden Landscaping

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•

45 & 51 High Street 
TenterdenBenenden 

Village Hall
“Let your imagination run 

wild – the hall can be anything 
you want”! 

Call Lorraine on 
01580 243123 for details

www. b e n e n d e nv i l l age h a l l . o r g

Call John Betts on 
07419 989830 for details

Step away and rest a while!

azaratherapies.co.uk
info@azaratherapies.co.uk 
T: 07711 483038

Transform your skin health with well researched 
technologies and nutrients to feed your skin from within. 

Discover advanced massage, well-being packages and 
beauty treatments to unwind and revitalise with.  

Experienced and compassionate therapists you can trust.

Gift Vouchers Available

Short term emergency
food and support for 
local people in crisis.

www.nourishcommunityfoodbank.org.uk
Telephone: 01892 548 892 

Please text
FOOD35 £3
to 70070
to donate

Charity Number: 1154716

Please text 
FOOD35 £3 
to 70070 to 
buy a meal for 
someone in crisis

Short term emergency 
food and support for 
local people in crisis.

Please look at the website for details on  
how to apply for food. Nourish does cover  
the Benenden area, meaning deliveries can 
be made to your home. 
For information call 01892 548892 
www.nourishcommunityfoodbank.org.uk

Please text FOOD35 £3 
to 70070 to buy a meal 

for someone in crisis



&Jazz  

Blues
Saturday  
23 August 
2-6pm 
 
Live Jazz & Blues all afternoon  
Pimm’s & Real Ale Tent & BBQ  
Bring a picnic  
Tickets £9 from  
Benenden’s Community Shop or £10 on the gate 
Children under 12 free  
All proceeds  
to charity 

AT THE 
 IDEN GREEN 

PAVILION



C R A N B R O O K

area too.
We know

because it’s our
your area,

Connect with us

Savills Cranbrook
+44 (0) 1580 720 161
cranbrook@savills.com

Self-pay treatments

Fast access 
to treatment for 
everyone

01580 362 880

benendenhospital.org.uk

To book an appointment, call now

4.86
Based on 3500+ reviews

Our calm and welcoming hospital has high patient 
satisfaction rates, with access to over 250 self-pay 
treatments and services. As the only CQC rated 
Outstanding hospital in Kent, you can be confident in 
choosing Benenden Hospital for your diagnosis and 
treatment. Set in tranquil countryside, with specialist 
award-winning facilities, Benenden Hospital will ensure you 
receive first-class care from our dedicated clinical teams.

Over 100 years of excellent patient care.

Choose Benenden Hospital for

    Fast access to diagnosis                             
and treatment

    Leading and highly respected 
Consultants

    Compassionate and    
experienced teams

    Clear and easy to understand 
pricing

Payment 
plans 

available



Summer teas in St George’s 
Once again we are planning to offer tea and 
coffee with cake in St George’s Church every 
Sunday throughout July and August between  
2-4pm. You are invited to pop in and enjoy  
some refreshments and spend time in our 
village church. There’s no charge, but any 
donations will go towards the upkeep of this 
beautiful building. 
Helen Commander 

 
 
 

Benenden Village Trust 
BVT’s annual general meeting takes place on 
Monday 28 July, 6pm, at Iden Green Pavilion. 
Trustees would be delighted to see as many 
members as possible at the meeting. This is 
your chance to ask questions about the work 
of the Trust and to vote on motions at the 
meeting. Anyone wishing to become a member 
should email the trust manager, Caroline 
Levett, bvttrust@gmail.com. Any resident of 
Benenden and Iden Green aged 18 or over is 
eligible for membership, at the discretion of 
the trustees. 

 
 
 

St George’s Church 
‘Restore, Renew, Rejoice’. St George’s Church 
has just received notice of approval from the 
church authorities to go ahead with their 
planned improvement works. With the 
planning permission from Tunbridge Wells 
Borough Council it is now ‘full steam ahead’  
to offer the first contract and undertake the 
extensive fund raising necessary. This is really 
great news - it has been a hard battle at times 
convincing various statutory consultees that 
ours are the right plans, but perseverance has 
paid off. 
Richard Stubbings, Chairman,  
Project Progress Group 

Grief talks 
Coming to terms with the loss of a loved one 
can be one of the hardest things we have to 
do. When someone has died, while we may feel 
our loved one is at peace, it can still leave us 
with hugely mixed emotions. 

From 10am-12noon on Saturday 12 July  
in the Mission Church, Back Road, Sandhurst 
TN18 5JU, we are offering a morning to 
explore our grief through conversation, 
readings and crafting together. It will be a safe 
space to come to talk and share what has been 
going on for you. Talking to others who have 
been through similar experiences can be 
helpful or just knowing that someone is there 
to listen. 

For more information and to book this free 
workshop please contact: 
Claire Roberts   754374   
claireecr57@yahoo.com 
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Last year a record 450 people 
attended and raised £2,500 for 
Hospice in the Weald. This year  
we are opening again our six-acre 
garden to the public on 20 & 27 July 
and 3 August from 12.30-4.30pm.  
Come and enjoy at our 18th century 
house our cottage-style garden, 
woodland walk, wildflower meadow, 
orchid house and wildlife ponds.  
My art studio will be open with a  
30% discount going to Hospice in  
the Weald. Dogs on leads please. 
Entry is £5 for adults and includes 
refreshments. Sara Rowan  
Little Walkhurst, Walkhurst Road, 
Benenden TN17 4DTLI
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l   Home   l   Garden   l 
Property Maintenance 

Plumbing & Handyman Service 
 

Local & Trusted 
~  We’ll take care of your home  ~ 

Fast, local emergency help. 
No job too small. 

No call­out charge. 
 

Chris Leach   07919 143755 
leachfamilly@gmail.com 
www.pipesandnails.com

ELECTRICIAN 
Do you want a safe, reliable, 

Do you want a safe, reliable, reasonable priced Electrician ? 
Security Lighting - Smoke Detectors - Rewires - Extra Sockets        

Fault finding - L.E.D Lighting - New Builds & Extensions 
NEW FUSE BOARDS 

                              Fully insured qualified electrician. 6 year Guarantee 

I assure you of a quick response 

Call Nick now 01580279907 
email: nick@njhelectrical.co.uk 
www.njhelectricalservices.co.uk 

       ELECTRICIAN 

 
 

Call Nick now 07776 254458

Do you want a safe, reliable, reasonable priced Electrician?

Outside Lights - Smoke Detectors - No Job Too Big or Small
LED Lighting - Fault finding - Extra Sockets

ELECTRICIAN

NEW FUSE BOARDS

PILATES CLASSES 
for all abilities Call 

077747 464828  
Email 

pilateswise@mail.com  
Scan

“Kat is such a great 
teacher/mentor, I would 
highly recommend 
her classes.” 
Nicci, Benenden

GROUP MAT CLASSES 
Monday  8.30pm 
Benenden Village Hall 
 
Wednesday  10.15am 
Benenden Village Hall 
 
Thursday  9am 
Bloomsburys, Biddenden 
 
Thursday  7.45pm 
St Andrew’s Church Hall, Tenterden 
 
 
 
GROUP REFORMER CLASSES 
PRIVATE ONE TO ONE & DUETS 
Monday-Thursday  9am-4pm 
in new Pilates Studio, Benenden

www.pilateswise.co.uk

TOMPSETT LANDSCAPING 
GARDEN LANDSCAPE AND MAINTENANCE CONTRACTORS

PLEASE CONTACT US TODAY FOR YOUR FREE NO OBLIGATIONS QUOTATION

Tompsett Landscaping is a family run 

business which takes pride in offering a 

quality, professional, friendly and reliable 

service at competitive rates for all aspects  

of garden maintenance and landscaping.

Nick Tompsett 

07746 672946 

 

E:    info@tompsettlandscaping.co.uk 

W:   www.tompsettlandscaping.co.uk

Rob Tompsett 

07961 637275 

POGLE’S  
GARDEN MAINTENANCE  
Mowing 
Strimming 
Hedge Cutting 
and more Please call 

Sue and Andy 
01580 241792 
07887 997551

TERRY  
THE MOLE MAN

EX-GAMEKEEPER 
Controlling Moles  

using traditional methods  
07746 937 373  �  01580 241759 

terrybaldwin73@icloud.com

PROUD TO BE SERVING THE 
COMMUNITY SINCE 1852

Your fully independent, family owned, Funeral Directors 
serving the local community with compassion and the 

highest standards of service and professionalism.  
With our 24-hour emergency service,  

we are only a telephone call away.  
At the earliest stage possible, you will speak directly  
with one of our experienced Funeral Directors, who 
will be there to help, support and guide you through  

the whole of the funeral process.

Bank Street, Cranbrook, Kent TN17 3EF 
01580 713636  

Dixter Road, Northiam, East Sussex TN31 6LB 
01797 260316

enquiries@jperigoeandson.com 
www.jperigoeandson.com

J. Perigoe and Son is a Trading Division of  
West & Coe Limited, 602 Rainham Road South, 

Dagenham, Essex RM10 8YP



Talking shop 
July is a great month for local produce and 
Benenden’s offers some of the best fruit 
around. Apart from a wide selection, we  
have delicious local strawberries, raspberries 
and cherries. 

We also offer a great new range of 
smoothies (strawberry and banana, strawberry 
with mango, kiwi and pineapple and a berry 
mix) and milk shakes (vanilla, chocolate and 
strawberry), as well as iced coffees. Give  
these a try - they’re thick, creamy and  
utterly yummy. 

Please do have a think about whether you 
would be willing to join the shop committee. 
We are looking for two new members: one 
who has the skills to look after the electrical 
and DIY aspects of the shop, as Ken Anderson, 
after many years on the committee, has 
decided to take a very well-earned retirement 
but is happy to advise and support anyone 
who takes on the role; and we are also looking 
for someone with IT skills. Please do let us 
know if you, or anyone you know, can assist 
with either of these tasks. We are very friendly 
and try not to meet too often. It’s a great way 
to support our local community shop and café. 

Another great way to support our shop is 
to buy some shares in it. Just £10 will buy a 
share and make you a shareholder with a  
vote at the annual general meeting and a  
right to stand for the management committee. 
Our first share offer raised enough cash, along 
with grants, to allow us to set up the shop 
which has become such an integral part of the 
village. That was ten years ago and we have 
come to a time when equipment is beginning 
to wear out and needs replacing and some 
redecoration is needed. Any new residents 
who missed the earlier share offers would be 
warmly welcomed into the Community Benefit 
Society. This share offer ends on 16 July. Please 
do give it some consideration as Benenden’s 
future depends very much on the goodwill of 
the community. 
Bev Beveridge   info@benendens.co.uk   
www.benendens.co.uk 

Benenden Pre-School 
How fast does sand pour through a funnel? 
How can I fit a triangle, a square and a 
trapezium together when constructing with 
magnetic shapes? And how much twine do I 
need to cut in order to make a pasta necklace? 

These were some of the challenges the Pre-
school children worked on during our annual 
Grandparents Mornings. We welcomed 30 
grandparents to the setting over two mornings 
and celebrated this special relationship 
between the generations. A variety of activities 
were enjoyed both inside and in the garden 
before children and grandparents sat down 
together for snack: tea and cake for the adults 
and banana muffins for the children, which they 
had made themselves the previous day. 

We finished the morning with some singing 
before the children said a fond farewell to 
their grandparents. On departure one 
grandfather declared that he had enjoyed 
himself far more than he had expected to.  
That is a true measure of success. 
Lucy Oakley, Supervisor 
supervisor@benendenpreschool.co.uk 
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Customer Notice
Please be advised that our
Sunday Carvery will be 

taking a break during the 
warmer summer months, 
returning in the autumn.

 

In the meantime, 
on Sundays, we will open as

usual at 12pm for drinks,
nibbles and a dusting of music.

Thank you. 

0 1 5 8 0  2 4 0  0 5 4  .  0 7 7 2 9  3 5 3  5 4 1  .  T N 1 7  4 D E  .
@ b u l l b e n e n d e n  e n q u i r i e s @ t h e b u l l a t b e n e n d e n . c o . u k  

The Bull at
Benenden
Est. 1608. 

A warm 
welcome 
awaits!

PRIVATE CLIENT WEALTH MANAGEMENT
& INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISERS

 
FINANCIAL PLANNING  |  INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT 

ESTATE PLANNING
 With in-person presence in Sissinghurst, CPN provide

independent financial advice and financial & wealth
planning services to a variety of personal and corporate
clients across Kent, Surrey, the South East and beyond.

 
Please contact us if you are interested in finding out more

about the services we provide, across Pensions & ISAs,
Insurance, IHT planning, other investments and more

financial products. We offer a fee free initial discussion &
consultation.

CPN FINANCIAL SERVICES LIMITED

CPN Financial Services Ltd is an appointed representative of CPN Investment Management LLP
and is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) No. 731205, with

registered / head offices at All Saints Church, West Pallant, Chichester, PO19 1TD.

 
C

CHRIS PAGE (DipPFS) 
Tel: 0208 668 8885

chrisp@cpngroup.co.uk
Tel: 0208 668 8885

INTERIOR
 DESIGN 

Professional interior design 
services to transform your home 

Website: www.amyseymourinteriors.co.uk
Instagram: @amyseymourinteriors

Email: amy@amyseymourinteriors.co.uk
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The Rhythm 
of Life  
Community 
 Choir 
 
Benenden Church 
Thursday morning 
10-11.30am 
during term time 
 

ALL WELCOME 
 

To book your place call 
Carla on 07743 430 797

Village lunch 
All Benenden villagers are invited to join us for 
lunch in the village hall at 12.30pm on Tuesday  
8 July. If you would like to come and haven’t 
written your name down already, then please  
ring me by Thursday 3 July. It costs just £5 and 
lifts can be arranged. In August there will be no 
village lunch as many of the cooks are unavailable, 
but we will be back in force in September. 
Minnie Garnier   240506 

 
 
 

Iden Green and Benenden WI 
Our garden party once again proved to be a very 
successful event which everyone enjoyed. Thank 
you to all concerned. King John’s Nursery, café, 
garden and shop was an education as there was 
so much to see and enjoy. We all had a good time. 

Activities on offer via West Kent Federation 
include water sports at Mote Park, art and craft 
at Ditton and a Broderie Perse workshop. Please 
peruse the WI West Kent News for further 
details. We are looking forward to welcoming 
new members on 15 July at 2pm in the Memorial 
Hall, when Margot Clarkson-Bennett will be 
demonstrating ‘Make-up for the Older Woman’, 
which may prove to be quite enlightening! We are 
also pleased to say that we have a new secretary. 
Jackie Liffen   752232   WI@daisystar.co.uk 

Friends of Benenden  
Primary School 
Wow! What a day we had at the fete. We had 
some much-loved stalls return this year, including 
the sweetie jar and bottle tombola. The sweets 
were so popular we ran out and swapped in a 
lucky dip to keep us going. The tombola attracted 
queues and lots of people returned to see what 
bottle they could claim. Our new additions were 
well received, with a forest school set up led by 
our wonderful Mrs Brooks. With some trusted 
helpers she offered roasted marshmallows and 
s’mores as well as mandala stone painting. 

We were also so fortunate to be able to host 
a football shoot-out, organised by Charlie Mason 
from Southeast Elite football team. The children 
absolutely loved this and kept coming back again 
and again. 

We all enjoyed a wonderful day. A huge thank 
you to everyone who helped on the PTFA stalls. 
Your support means the world to us. 
Evie Banfield and Jane Mason 
friends@benenden-cep.kent.sch.uk 
www.benenden-cep.kent.sch.uk/PTFA/ 

 
 
 

Merry and Bright 
We all enjoyed our meeting at Sheila Hume’s 
garden, starting with a walk around to see all  
the flowers she grows. Sheila showed us how to 
make up a display of flowers in a box, explaining 
her process and pointing out the qualities of the 
plants. Then a lucky member won the display in  
a raffle! Our thanks to Sheila for giving us a 
lovely afternoon, including a nice tea. 

We would also like to thank Ruth and Alistair 
for their hospitality when we visited their 
garden. 

On 22 July we will be visiting Penny and Phil 
for another game of croquet. 

We have had a few more new members  
join us. Everyone is welcome. Transport can  
be arranged. 
Laraine Penny   241763 
Julia Collard   241944
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K JONES ELECTRICAL 
Electrical and Solar Contractors 

Accredited, qualified and trusted local 
family business 

for over 40 years 
Free Estimates 

01580 848118 
kevin.kjoneselectrical@gmail.com 

ANDY AND SUE’S  
MOBILE  
LOG SPLITTING  
SERVICE Please call 

01580 241792 
07887 997551

Peasmarsh Place Care Home is a stunning residential home 
set in 5 acres on a country estate in Peasmarsh, East Sussex. 

The residents of the home are supported and cared for by 
the trained team who provide care 24 hours a day. All our 
rooms are en suite and offer luxurious accommodation. 

As the home caters for up to twenty elderly residents,  
staff can assess and fully understand each resident’s needs. 

We offer residential, convalescence  
and respite stays.

Why not contact the home, arrange a  
visit, and see what we have to offer?

g pPeasmarsh Place, Peasmarsh, Rye, TN31 6XE  |  Tel: 01797 230555
www.peasmarshplace.co.uk  |  Email: manager@peasmarshplace.co.uk

Peasmarsh Place Country Care has been an 
independent provider of elderly care since 1984, 

started by the current Viscount Devonport

Workshop 5, Slaney Place Farm 
Headcorn Road, Staplehurst, Kent TN12 ODT 

 
www.theobaldsfurniture.co.uk  

Tel: 01580 890055

Professional and  
traditional upholsterers 

 
Most types of furniture  

re-upholstered and repaired. 
Cushion interior replacement 
service, antique restoration, 

stockists for DIY enthusiasts, 
extensive range of fabrics.

Established 1975



AUTUMN/WINTER 2025
Book now at hemstedpark.com

Red Priest

12 September

Sherlock Holmes: 
The Hunt For Moriarty

10 & 11 October

The BBC
 Big Band

22 November

Timothy Rundle
Oboe Recital

19 September

The Real 
Manhunter 
17 October

Lost in Music

12 December

The Nat King Cole 
Story

13 February

Wine tasting

20 September

Spot’s 
Birthday Party

23 & 24 October

The Nutcracker

13 December

Ben Fogle

23 February

Pasadena Roof 
Orchestra

27 September

London Concertante 
Four Seasons

30 October

Faulty Towers 
Dining Experience
13 & 14 December

Attention All 
Shipping

26 February

Harry The Piano

8 October

Blazin’ Fiddles

9 November

Jess Gillam

11 December

Christmas Brass 
Concert 

19 December

In partnership with 

NT Live

25 January

Accompanied by  
Caroline Palmer
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Volunteer 
Transport 
Group
Do you live in the parish 
and need a lift to a  
medical appointment? 
 
Just give us a call or email 
and our volunteer drivers 
will do their best to help 
 
01580 240755 
m.moore131156@gmail.com 
Mick Moore

Specialists in private garden  
design & construction  

Creating beautiful gardens since 1963  
Patios  Brickwork 

Decking  Stonework 
Ponds  Water features 

Planting schemes  Groundworks 
Detailed plans  Portfolio available 

Free Consultation  
07595 024330 
01892 722412  

www.greenacrelandscapes.co.uk 
Furnace Lane Nursery, Furnace Lane, 

Brenchley, Kent TN12 7BX

GREENACRE 
LANDSCAPES

EST
1900
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Rude Mechanical Theatre 
The Rude Mechanical Theatre Company’s 
outdoor tour of ‘Gentle Harry’s Farm’ comes 
back to Sandhurst on Thursday 17 July. Doors 
open at 6pm, curtain up at 7.30pm, with one 
interval, and the play ends at around 10pm. 
Bring your own shoulder-high folding chairs 
(standard folding camping chairs are ideal), 
blankets and picnics. Parking and toilets are  
on the site, accessed via Marsh Quarter Lane. 
Please book tickets (from £10 to £24) online 
as soon as possible (see advert above). 

The ‘Rudes’ are a talented company of 
actors and multi-instrumentalists and their 
shows involve lots of comedy, mime, 
knockabout action, performed in white face 
make-up and specially made colourful wigs and 
costumes, and with original music. While it’s 
aimed at adult audiences, older children love 
the wild physicality of the show. 
Shirley Wiggs   850108   
shirleywiggs60@gmail.com 

 
 
 

Grants for students  
and school-leavers 
The Gibbon and Buckland Charity, which 
started in 1602 with the gift of the schoolhouse 
at the foot of The Green, still gives some 
support to the primary school, but uses most  
of its income to give student grants. These are 
available for any young person under the age of 
25 who is resident in, and has been resident in, 
the parish of Benenden for not less than three 
years and is either in further education or in 
other ways getting prepared for working life. 

Trustees will also give consideration to 
applications for grants for gap year projects  
of educational worth. If you could benefit,  
or know someone who could, please ask for  
an application form at the community shop,  
or from the clerk to the charity at 
gibbonandbuckland@gmail.com. Latest date  
for applications is 30 September. 
Rowena Hagell 

 
 
 

Benenden School 
The school is buzzing once again, following  
a half-term break which offered a valuable 
opportunity for students - particularly those 
preparing for external exams - to pause,  
reset and return refreshed. Our beautiful 
surroundings play a vital role in supporting 
student wellbeing during this busy period; the 
site is absolutely stunning at this time of year. 

Shortly before the break, we were privileged 
to host a celebration of the life of Gillian 
duCharme, who served as Benenden’s 
headmistress from 1985 to 2000, and whom 
many of you will remember. The service was 
both uplifting and moving, and it was wonderful 
to welcome so many seniors and friends of 
Gillian back to school to honour her memory.  
A highlight of the event was a beautiful choral 
performance from our students - an element I 
know Gillian would have especially appreciated. 
Once again I am reminded of the enduring spirit 
of our school community. 
Rachel Bailey, Headmistress 



Everything Outside
Complete Garden & Fencing Solu琀ons

Fencing • Mowing • Hedge Trimming • Tur昀ng
Clearance • Landscaping • Gardening • Digger Work

Concre琀ng • Tree Surgery• Pressure Washing
Pa琀os • Decking • Pergolas • Driveways

01580 766 232    07795 465 861
www.everythingoutside.co.uk

Working File Apr22.indd   5 07/03/2022   15:21:36

ANITA MEEKINS 
PRIVATE HIRE  

 
FIRST CLASS SERVICE 

 
Ordinary & Executive Vehicles 

& 8 seater minibus with seat belts 
 

All drivers & vehicles 
licensed & tested 

 
Long & short journeys 

& courier service available 
 

Business accounts welcome 
 

Tel: 01580 240713 
Mobile: 07774 672 043 

 
anitameekinsph@btconnect.com

Hannah’s
Garden

CALL:07958 081915

www.hannahsgarden.net

WEDDINGS + BOUQUETS + DIY + ONLINE  

SCENTED AND SEASONAL

ABUNDANT VARIETY

ENGLISH GARDEN FLOWERS

For a complimentary,  
no obligation quote,  

please feel free to contact us.

We offer all aspects of fencing whether it’s to 
enhance your home and garden, for the  
safety & security of your business or 
agricultural fencing including equine,  

deer and livestock.  
Residential  •  Commercial  •  Agricultural 

 
07748 801426 
info@pearsonfencing.co.uk 
www.pearsonfencing.co.uk d



Weald Table Tennis Club 
Our own Diccon Gray has been busy over the 
last few months! In May he won the men’s over 
50s doubles in the Veterans’ English National 
Championships and in June he journeyed to 
Germany to the International Veterans Table 
Tennis Competition which draws seasoned 
players from across the globe for four intense 
days of high-spirited play and friendly rivalry. 

Among the standout performers was our 
club’s Diccon Gray, who brought home a trio of 
impressive results. Gray clinched the title in the 
Over 50s Mixed Doubles and earned runner-up 
spots in the Over 60s Men’s Doubles - teaming 
up with local favourite Martin Gardner - and in 
the fiercely contested Over 60s Men’s Singles. 
A special mention must go to Diccon’s wife, 
Helen, who nobly endured four full days of 
table tennis - an achievement of patience and 
endurance in its own right! 

For more information about the club, 
contact: 
Ken Muhr   752676   ken.muhr@btinternet.com 
www.wealdtabletennisclub.com 

 
 
 

Beating Retreat 
Hole Park is delighted to be hosting the ABF 
Kent Branch Annual Beating Retreat ceremony 
on 8 July. This historic ceremony would have 
been a frequent event in the military of old.  
It is now a special event and we are delighted 
to welcome the Band of the Brigade of 
Gurkhas, joining the Cranbrook Town Band, 
who will play during the reception. The salute 
will be taken by the Lord Lieutenant of Kent, 
the Lady Colgrain. 

Wine and canapés will be served during  
a reception at 6.30pm followed by Beating 
Retreat and the Last Post flag-lowering 
ceremony ending the event at 8.45pm. Tickets 
(adult £25/child £10) are available now at 
www.holepark.com/events/beating-retreat. 
Prebooking is essential. 

 
 
 

Looking to store equipment 
Benenden Cricket Club continue to enjoy great 
cooperation from Stuart and Olivia Collier for 
our equipment storage, but we need to look  
for a new home near The Green by September. 

If you have any ideas, or know anyone who 
might be able to help, please contact: 
Peter Newman, Vice-Chairman   07810 658981 
pcslnewman@yahoo.co.uk 

 
 
 

Benenden Cricket Club 
The club strives to maintain the tradition of 
200-plus years of cricket on The Green but we 
need more players. All abilities, ages and sexes 
are welcome. We enjoy a great tradition of 
involving fathers and sons, too. 

Sadly, we have had to cancel some games 
through lack of players but we recently enjoyed 
a win at Staplehurst with Tom Mawhinney just 
missing a maiden 100 with 93. 

Our next home games will be: 
Saturday 5 July vs Bilsington at 1.30pm 
Saturday 26 July vs Castle Hill at 1.30pm 

Do buy yourself a beer from the Bull and 
come along to show your support. 
Peter Newman, Vice-Chairman   07810 658981 
pcslnewman@yahoo.co.uk 
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Benenden Cricket Club 
Invite New Members

Traditional Village Green Cricket 
 

Nets season underway • All standards welcome 
 

Contact Peter Newman 
07810 658981



Benenden Hospital 
On behalf of all of us at the hospital, I would 
like to wish the NHS a very happy 76th 
birthday. On 5 July we mark 76 dedicated years 
of providing free healthcare to the public. The 
care, compassion and resilience shown by NHS 
staff while facing huge challenges over recent 
years has been nothing short of inspirational. 
As part of the Independent Healthcare 
Provider Network (IHPN) we continue to 
support the NHS waiting lists through the  
NHS Partnership Agreement. 

Thank You Day is also celebrated in July, and 
it is always wonderful to see the gratitude and 
recognition of our staff either internally via our 
intranet, where staff post messages thanking 
colleagues for their hard work and dedication, 
or externally through our patient surveys and 
Doctify, which is a healthcare provider review 
platform. With over 8,000 reviews and a trust 
score rating of 4.86 it really gives our team 
morale a boost when people take the time to 
share their experience. 

I want to say a big thank you to our imaging 
team, who have adapted so well this year to  
the installation of our new MRI machine, 
developed by Siemens Healthineers. Working  
in a temporary mobile scanner unit to 
accommodate patients whilst installation  
took place, it was really important that we 
ensured that disruption for our patients was 
kept to a minimum. Our new MRI machine 
suite is now complete, with additional comforts 
to ensure our patient experience is as calming 
as possible. 

Whether it’s saying thank you to a friend for 
their support or writing a positive review of a 
place you’ve recently visited, with small or big 
gestures, let’s all take gratitude forward with  
us this summer. 
Claire Harley, Hospital Director 

Benenden Primary School 
Many congratulations to our Year 6 children  
who have taken their SATS. They have certainly 
demonstrated a determination to achieve 
personal excellence and we look forward to 
sharing their results with you at the end of the 
summer term. Thank you to Mr Emmett and  
Mrs Walsh, supported by lots of the staff team 
for providing a hearty breakfast for them every 
day. The next exciting step for the Year 6s is to 
create the school production. All children in  
Key Stage 2 will be involved and this year they 
are performing ‘Wonderland’ (a take on Alice  
in Wonderland). 

We are moving towards the term where we 
have campfire evenings and sleepovers planned. 
This year we are offering a campfire activity to 
every class. These activities also enable the 
children to gently build their confidence in 
different settings, ready for their Year 5 camp, 
Year 6 residentials, and ultimately their move  
to secondary school. 

Our school vision (and our name) focuses  
on John 10:10, where it talks about living life to 
the full. Indeed, Ephesians 3 says: “Then Christ 
will make his home in your hearts as you trust 
in him. Your roots will grow down into God’s 
love and keep you strong.” The support we 
provide all members of the community with 
their wellbeing enables the children to grow  
and live life to the full. 

The first week back after half term we  
held our sports day. Well done to all the  
children who took part. A huge thank you to 
Mrs Mileham and the staff for their amazing 
organisation of the event and of course to the 
parents for their support. As a result of our 
dedication to PE and sport we have again been 
awarded our Gold Games Kite Mark. The School 
Games Mark is a government-led award scheme 
which rewards schools for their commitment to 
the development of competition across their 
school and into the community. We are delighted 
to have been recognised for our success. 
Lindsay Roberts, Executive Headteacher    
240565   office@benenden-cep.kent.sch.uk 
www.benenden-cep.kent.sch.uk 
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Hospice in the Weald  
musical dates 
The 17th annual concert events in Sandhurst 
will begin with Daniel Grimwood playing 
Rachmaninov, Widor and Henselt on Saturday 
26 July at 3pm. The second recital is earlier 
than usual, on Wednesday 27 August, when 
Florian Verweij will be coming from Holland  
to make his Kent debut playing Schubert, 
Prokofiev, Henselt and Brahms. As a special 
event the international pianist, Leslie Howard 
will be joining Florian in a duet by Glazunov. 

Tickets, minimum donation £22, are 
available from me. Advance bookings only. 
Gillian Davis   850384 

 
 
 

Sissinghurst Scouts 
We meet outside throughout the summer 
term, rain or shine. The Cubs (8-10) been 
learning to light fires and grow plants. They  
are now doing their cycling badge and were 
camping in June. Their final meetings this term 
will be on the water and playing with water. 
We hope the weather stays fine. 

The Scouts (10-14) have also been 
practising fire lighting and they will be at a big 
international camp this summer. The Squirrels 
(4-5) are working towards their Chef badge. 
They will also be cooking over the campfire. 
They need to learn to collect dry wood first. 
They are camping at the beginning of July. 

Unfortunately Beavers (6-7) is still not 
running because we need a new volunteer 
team.  We’d love for you to volunteer with us. 
We need trustees, helpers, team members and 
team leaders. There’s training and it’s all free. 
You learn new skills and bring your own skills 
to help others. 

Email Arun: 
enquiries@SissinghurstScouts.org.uk 
Jan Ashley 

 
 
 

Summer concert 
Sutton Valence Choral Society under 
conductor Bryan Gipps, together with young 
musicians supported by the Kent and Medway 
Young Musicians Trust, will be performing 
popular choral favourites at Sutton Valence 
School, ME17 3HL, on Saturday 5 July 2025  
at 7pm. Don’t miss a summer’s evening of 
enjoyable and entertaining music for all  
the family. 

Tickets £15 (including a glass of wine). 
Accompanied children free. Tickets will be 
available on the door or from: 
Pamela Hipkins   01622 861313 
pamela.hipkins@btinternet.com 

 
 
 

Hospice Run 
The annual Hospice Run takes place on Sunday 
21 September. Now in its 19th year, the run 
has something for everyone and raises much-
needed funds for Hospice in the Weald. 

You can sign up for the following routes: 
l  Family Fun Run: suitable for all ages and 

abilities. Children are encouraged to dress 
up as their favourite hero. 

l  5k: for runners starting off on their  
fitness journey. 

l  10k: for regular runners who like a 
challenge, taking in Tunbridge Wells 
landmarks. 

l  Half marathon: our ultimate challenge  
and suitable for experienced athletes or 
those wanting to practise their first half 
marathon distance. 
Sign up now to avoid missing out on one  

of the most hotly anticipated closed-road 
routes in the South East. Visit the events 
section of our website for more information 
and to register: 
www.hospiceintheweald.org.uk/events/hospice-
run-2025/. Or call Hospice in the Weald on 
01892 820533. 
Richard.Moxham@hospiceintheweald.org.uk 
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Fun and joy 
The weather cooperated beautifully 
on the day: blue skies, light clouds, 
sunshine and warmth but a breeze, 
and no rain. If we could have 
ordered the weather we wanted that 
would have been it. The community 
came together (along with people 
from much further afield) and we 
shared a wonderful afternoon 
together on The Green. The pictures 
on these pages capture the fun and 
the joy of our village fete. 

There certainly seemed to be 
more people than ever this year - 
which added to the happy and joyful 
feeling of the day. Thank you 
everyone who made the fete the 
great success that it was; to the 
volunteers, the fete committee,  
and to you for coming along and 
being part of a wonderful day. The 
Benenden community at its best! 
Save the date: Saturday 13 June 2026. 
Revd David Commander, Rector and 
Cathy Presgrave, Churchwarden 
Co-chairs of the fete committee



 
 
 

As a licensed Propertymark Agent, at 
Vale & Marsh we possess extensive 
knowledge and experience in every 
aspect of residential property. Based  
in Rolvenden on the Hole Park Estate, 
our friendly and committed team are 
incredibly passionate and conscientious, 
serving our clients impeccably, offering 
sound and expert advice on buying, selling, 
letting and property management. We are highly 
motivated, dedicated and driven, working with energy, 
conviction and passion. We ensure all transactions are handled  
with the utmost professionalism and skill, believing outstanding  
customer care matters! 

Serving the local community. 

Get In Touch. 
To benefit from our unparalleled  
advice, call Alex Norwood Hill on  

01580 242700 
www.valeandmarsh.com 

 
2 Windmill Oast, Windmill Farm 

Rolvenden, Kent TN17 4PF

Your local Independent 
Estate Agency.

High Weald  
House Clearance  

 
We are your reliable & affordable 

solution to all your clearance needs.  
All general house, flat, office, garage, 

garden part or full clearances. 
Mattresses, white goods  

& scrap metal taken.  
Call us for a free quote 
07835 223099 or email 

info@highwealdhouseclearance.com  
www.highwealdhouseclearance.com 

Cranbrook, Kent TN17 
COVERING KENT & SUSSEX

MOVING? 
NEED AN EXTRA 
PAIR OF HANDS?  

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CALL THE TEAM ON 07766 000064

THE HOUSE MOVERS FRIEND are a small team of kind and sympathetic 
ladies who can help with all aspects of house moving including:

• Sensitive help with de-cluttering 

• Staging rooms ready for sale 

• Arranging for small remedial 
repairs prior to marketing 

• Packing and creation of inventories 

• Sourcing of quotations for removal 
firms and other related services 

• Change of address correspondence 

• Curtain alterations 

Plus, so much more… no project is 
too large or too small.

All Guttering Maintenance  
Cleaning, Repairs or Replacement  

Fully insured  
Phone Mark on 

01580 292343   07762 461381
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severely impacting the ability of a parent to cope; 
a feeling of being inadequate or suffering from 
some post-natal depression or illness. 

I remember being told about a young mother 
who had been abandoned by her partner and 
who had had poor parenting herself. She was  
at a loss to know how to cope. A volunteer 
helped her get her four-year old up, ready  
and breakfasted and to school on time and  
later showed her how to make nutritious and 
economic meals ready for their return. She  
had never previously been shown basic hygiene 
or its importance. After a few weeks of the 
volunteer helping her, she was proud of her 
achievements and social services did not see  
the need to intervene. 

Home-Start is so successful that it can  
reduce referrals to social services and also  
finds that many of those helped by a volunteer 
do themselves go on to become volunteers  
some years later. Home-Start Tunbridge Wells 
oversees the volunteers and can support  
families here in Benenden. 

For more information and to volunteer 
contact the Tunbridge Wells Office: 01892 
524916. contact@home-startswk.org.uk 
Sally-Ann Marks 

 
 
 

Hospice support 
St George’s gives donations to the Hospice in 
the Weald and the Demelza Hospice Care for 
Children, which both provide care completely 
free of charge to patients with a terminal illness - 
and to those important to them. Most people, 
these days, know of someone either in their own 
family or within their community who have been 
supported at one time or another by a hospice. 

They will also know that hospice care or 
‘palliative care’ as it is often known, is offered 
not only to terminally ill patients in the hospice 
itself but also at home, where many patients 
prefer to remain with support. The Hospice in 
the Weald also cares for the families of those 
who are poorly, or indeed after they have died, 
through bereavement support. 

Charity may begin at home 
but it reaches far and wide 
The annual village church fete is the main 
fundraising event for St George’s Church and, 
thanks to the effort of so many people and the 
involvement of the community, we usually raise 
a significant sum of money on the day. But what 
happens to that money? 

As you can imagine, looking after and 
maintaining an 800-year-old building, the organ, 
the churchyard and bells does not come 
without a cost. Nor does having a full-time 
parish priest in the benefice; nor maintaining 
the weekly worship within the parish church,  
a building that costs around £8,500 per month 
to maintain and run. That’s nearly £300 per day 
- albeit a lot less than the £30k per day it costs 
for keep Canterbury Cathedral open! 

Despite these ever-increasing running costs, 
we are committed to supporting others and last 
year we allocated just over £9,000 to support 
the work of 14 charities, local, national and 
international. Here and in coming editions of 
the magazine we will cover these different 
charities and the work they do. 
Revd David Commander   
revdavidcommander@gmail.com 

 
 

Home-Start 
Home-Start is a nationwide organisation helping 
families with children up to five years old by 
offering help, in the home, to support them 
through difficult times. Highly trained volunteers 
are matched with a young family who need help 
in day-to-day tasks as a result of loss, crisis or 
sudden negative events in their lives. 

Taking the place of a near, caring relative,  
the volunteers can help to get parents back  
on track after a difficult period so that they  
can learn new skills or just have a supportive 
shoulder to lean on. Examples might be a single 
mother or father with a baby or young child 
with a difficult diagnosis and finding that they 
are living miles away from any family support;  
a sudden bereavement in the family which is 

St George’s Church Fund Raising



Many patients choose to spend a short  
time in the hospice itself for respite care,  
either allowing their families some time to  
gain strength at what can be a very difficult  
time or allowing the nursing staff to rebalance 
or alter the drugs and therapies to ease pain 
and suffering. Sometimes, the patients also  
need respite from their carers, for whom they 
feel they must keep optimistic and upbeat. This 
can be traumatic for all. 

The Demelza Hospice for Children in Kent 
offers a very specialist service to children and 
young people with life-limiting or extremely 
challenging and complex health needs, again 
offering respite care where appropriate. Each 
child has access to their own bedroom and 
bathroom and families are welcome also to  
stay in the family accommodation. 

Most people know that hospices depend  
on the general public for fund-raising, legacies 
and their charity shop income for the vast 
majority of their funding. What is less widely 
known is that the Hospice in the Weald gets 
just 13% of all its funding from the central 
government, so the challenge to find the 
remaining 87% is enormous. 

For more information please see 
www.hospiceintheweald.org.uk and 
www.demelza.org.uk 
Sally-Ann Marks 

 
 
 

Let the Children Live 
About 30 years ago we heard from a friend of 
Fr Peter Walters about the street children of 
Medellín in Colombia. Our church decided to 
send a donation to help support his work and 
has been doing so ever since. This year we sent 
£300. This is an extract from their latest letter 
to us: 

“Life for these boys and girls - some of 
whom are only six years of age - is a constant 
struggle, and they are exposed to great dangers. 
Although the level of violence in Medellín has 
fallen considerably in recent years, the numbers 

of children who are at risk in the streets and 
shantytowns are as great as ever. 

“The majority of our children come from the 
hundreds of shantytowns that surround 
Medellín and these children have to work in the 
street. They survive by begging, by prostitution 
or by sorting through rubbish to find things that 
can be recycled. We try to resolve the family 
and economic problems that are forcing them 
to work and then try to make it possible for 
them to go to school and leave all its dangers 
behind. They too come to Casa Walshingham to 
have a meal, a wash, do homework, take part in 
artistic and recreational activities, or to see our 
psychologists or social workers. The building is 
frequently filled with song as all our children 
are given the opportunity to sing, and our 
award-winning choir can often be heard 
practising its repertoire.” 

Let the Children Live! is a charity of last 
resort and offers these children the chance  
to know love, care, safety and the chance for  
a future. 
Julia Collard 

 
 
 

Médecins Sans Frontières 
When I was working in The Gambia a few  
years ago I had a message from my son in  
Sierra Leone asking if I could offer one of the 
members of the Médecins Sans Frontières a  
few days respite at my house. The man needed  
a break after the intensity of the charity’s work 
in that war zone. He didn’t want to go all the 
way back to Britain for just a few days away 
from it all, to recharge. 

Médecins Sans Frontières (doctors without 
borders) is an international, independent, 
medical humanitarian organisation which 
endeavours to save lives and ease the suffering 
of people in crisis situations. This means they 
provide medical assistance to people affected  
by conflict, epidemics, disasters, or exclusion 
from healthcare. At present they operate in 70 
countries worldwide. They are working on the 
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front line, and their teams are made up of tens 
of thousands of health professionals, logistic and 
administrative staff - most of them hired locally. 

They are particularly keen that it should  
be understood that their actions are guided 
entirely by medical ethics and the principles  
of impartiality, independence and neutrality. 
However, attacks against medical facilities  
and health workers, whether deliberate or 
indiscriminate, are part of generalised violence 
and atrocities committed against civilians in 
armed conflict. Natural disasters, epidemics, 
mass migrations and other situations present 
different challenges. My visitor didn’t say much 
about his work but after a few days was ready 
to face the challenge again. www.msf.org 
Sue Fisher 

 
 
 

Sightsavers 
Many of us take our sight for granted. However, 
in the developing world there are many people 
who suffer from debilitating conditions, from 
cataracts to disease, which can cause blindness. 
Sightsavers is the UK’s leading charity working 
in the developing world to prevent and  
cure blindness, support people with visual 
impairments and campaign for social equality 
for people with disabilities, as well as to 
promote and support the social inclusion  
of blind children and adults, changing lives  
for the long term. 

Operating globally over the last 75 years  
in 30 countries across Africa and Asia, its aim  
is to eliminate avoidable blindness and support 
people with visual impairments to live 
independently. It helps to train health workers, 
provide eye operations, support people with 
disabilities, improve women’s health and  
much more. 

Sightsavers’ vision is of a world where no 
one is blind from avoidable causes and where 
everyone can participate equally in their 
community. Sightsavers treats conditions such  
as cataracts and provides support and 

assistance to tackle debilitating diseases, many of 
which cause sight loss. In order to achieve this 
goal, the charity works closely with governments 
and local, national and international partners to 
carry out eye operations and distribute 
treatments where they are most needed. 
Through very straightforward interventions, 
Sightsavers is helping to save sight, bringing light 
into lives which have been in darkness, or 
helping children to feel free to play in local 
rivers without the risk of becoming blind. 
Chris Parkinson 

 
 
 

The Salvation Army 
I remember when, as a child, I used to visit the 
park and listen to the Salvation Army band.  
They also marched and played in our annual 
town parade when I was on a float dressed as  
a pirate, but I haven’t seen much of them since. 
However, they are still going strong and are  
very active in less obvious ways. 

The Salvation Army, founded in 1865 by 
William Booth, is a Protestant Christian church, 
and now an international charitable organisation 
headquartered in London. It is aligned with the 
Wesleyan Holiness movement. The organisation 
consists of soldiers, officers, and adherents  
who are collectively known as salvationists.  
Its founders sought to bring salvation to the 
poor, destitute, and hungry by meeting both 
their “physical and spiritual needs”. 

With 650 churches and community centres 
across the UK and Ireland, it offers practical 
help, friendship and support to some of the 
most disadvantaged people and is to be found 
working in the heart of the community. This 
work includes supporting victims of modern 
slavery, operating shelters for the homeless, 
running feeding centres and adult rehabilitation 
centres and giving financial advice. They also  
have charity shops in many towns and cities. 
salvationarmy.org.uk 
Sue Fisher 
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The day we sailed from 
Blighty to Dunkirk to pay 
tribute with the Little Ships 
This year’s 85th anniversary of the evacuation  
of Dunkirk saw 70 of the original heroic ‘Little 
Ships’ cross the English Channel on 21 May in 
memory of and tribute to Operation Dynamo. 
Iden Green couple Louise and Mark Simpson 
took part in the event on their own (more 
modern) small boat and here Louise looks back 
at their adventure. 
And we’re off! After weeks of cleaning, polishing 
and servicing our boat, and months and months 
of planning for our trip, we were on our way  
to Ramsgate. 

In World War II, 
Britain planned 
Operation Dynamo to 
rescue its allied forces 
from the beaches of 
Dunkirk. Its naval ships 
were unable to get close 
enough to the shore to 
make a rescue feasible, 
so many small privately-
owned vessels were 
commandeered to bring 
the men home. This year, 
70 original Little Ships, 
alongside 100 supporting 
craft, including our boat, 
returned there. 

We arrived in 
Ramsgate from our 
mooring on the Medway 
after a windy and bouncy 
trip, but the sun was 
shining and Ramsgate  
had pulled out all the 
stops to host the historic occasion. In the 
harbour, the Little Ships were starting to arrive, 
and they looked glorious, the teak varnished, the 
brass shining and flags of every colour waving  
to us in the windy conditions. You could feel the 
excitement in the town. 

The Royal Temple Yachting Club was our host 
for the weekend and the organiser Chris Cox 
was invaluable with his organisation - not an easy 
task when a total of 170 boats were making the 
crossing, including the Royal Navy, RNLI and 
various news channels. We had a wonderful 
weekend, with military parades, a service of 
remembrance, the world premiere of the Little 
Ships choir, 1940s music, free cinema viewing of 
the Dunkirk films, and a flyover with a Spitfire, 
Hurricane and Swordfish. 

After a ‘rum tot’ couple of days, we finally 
prepared for the crossing with 13 of the 
supporting craft, including us, heading to Dunkirk 
a day early in preparation for the Little Ships 
journey the following day. The winds dropped a 
little and we headed out to foreign climes. This 
was our first trip across the channel but we were 
in convoy with several other boats so felt secure. 

Arriving at Dunkirk marina three hours later, 

Spotlight



we were met by harbour master Sophie, who 
showed us where to moor. As they were 
accommodating so many boats, we had to raft 
together, which caused a bit of a hoo ha, but 
finally we got ourselves sorted. Dunkirk is similar 
to Ramsgate as the town and the marina are 
connected. It makes a difference to boaters, as  
we rely on feet or buses to visit local sites. 

The following day, the Little Ships and other 
supporting craft arrived, blasting out Rule Britania 
from their speakers and getting a funny look from 
our French neighbours. The calm seas were great 
news, as the Little Ships, which are at least 90 
years old, left before 8am and travelled for 
around ten hours to get to Dunkirk. It had taken 
only three hours in our modern fibreglass boat  
in rough seas the previous day. 

The excitement continued the next day.  
Prince Michael of Kent inspected the Royal Navy, 
and UK enthusiasts in their WWII vehicles and 
authentic uniforms toured the Dunkirk streets. 
There was even a Chelsea Pensioner, Mike,  
who came over in the WWII boat ‘Watchful’. 

A remembrance service was held the following 
afternoon at the Dunkirk War Graves Cemetery. 
The service was sombre but the graveyard was 
beautiful - impeccably kempt with English flowers 
growing amongst the headstones. A perfect 
memorial for the lads that didn’t make it home. 

On Sunday, the British Navy held their  
own religious service alongside the Little Ships 
moored in the harbour. They looked resplendent 
in their uniform and the dock was crowded  

with French and British who were there to pay 
their respects. 

The final celebration was organised by Dunkirk 
town itself. A variety of bands playing 1940s music 
marched throughout the town, and interspersed 
between the musicians were veteran vehicles and 
locals dressed up in period costumes. Actors  
re-enacted the Dunkirk story. The crowd 
mourned Dunkirk’s invasion, applauded the 
Resistance, celebrated the Allied Forces and 
cheered for France’s liberation. Then finally it was 
over and the streets became quiet again. 

Over the next couple of days we started 
preparing for our own evacuation, getting food 
and fuel and sorting out passport stamps, and then 
we left, following the Little Ships flotilla home 
across a calm sea, with blue skies, back to Blighty.

During Operation Dynamo  
26 May - 4 June 1940 
The RAF flew 2,739 fighter sorties, 651 bombing raids 
and 171 reconnaissance flights.  
Fighter Command claimed 262 enemy aircraft, losing 
106 of their own.  
Approximately 850 private boats sailed from Ramsgate 
- over 250 were lost.  
Churchill and Admiral Ramsey hoped to rescue 
between 30,000 and 40,000 troops.  
The combined efforts of RAF, Navy and the Little Ships 
rescued 39,848.  
The people of Ramsgate mobilised to help the rescued 
soldiers and over 40,000 fish and chip suppers were 
provided to injured men.



Bespoke structures designed and made in Great Britain

www.ttvc.co.uk

01580 854891



Kino: from women’s wrestling 
to the UK’s first digital cinema 
When Mr Henry Maynard opened the Victoria 
Hall in 1875 as a lecture hall for ‘the good of  
the people of Hawkhurst’, he could little have 

imagined 
that  
his gift 
would be 
used as a 
venue for 
women’s 
wrestling 
(1960s) 
and 
become 
Kino, the 
UK’s first 
digital 
cinema. So, 
not only 

has Hawkhurst brought the world the Oxo cube, 
it’s also a pioneer in national film technology.  
Not bad for a village with a population of 4,000. 

The idea of a ‘super cinema’ in the Grade II 
listed building first came about when an Australian 
couple who’d migrated to Kent - and had seen 
how popular cinemas that focused on an 
experience and the community were down under 
- decided to bring that idea to sunny Hawkhurst. 

If you’ve never been to Kino, it’s the cinema 
you’d invent if you designed it yourself: gin and 

tonic on the way 
in; local food and 
cakes; large, comfy 
seats like you’d 
find in business 
class; all the big 
films without a  
15-mile hike to  
a ‘picknmixtastic’ 

multiplex; cosy (91 seats) and stylish. 
When setting up the business 20 years ago, the 

owners realised that you didn’t need a projector 
that used humongous, wheel-sized, metal film 
reels, unless you had a penchant for weightlifting. 
Instead, film is supplied digitally encrypted using 

the sorcery of WiFi. A state-of-the-art digital 
projector and Dolby sound system then creates 
the magic. 

Impressively, while many high 
streets and multiplexes are on  
the decline, Kino is successfully 
bucking the trend by creating an 
offering relevant to 2025 and to 
our rural locality - something 
Managing Director Matt Breckon 
has worked hard to achieve. 

To cater for all tastes and ages, 
Kino shows a varied diet of 
blockbusters, arthouse films, 
documentaries and children’s 
movies - often in the same 
week. Providing appealing 
options to as many sectors of 
the local population as possible. 
It’s even one of the few venues with 
the rights to stream the Royal Ballet and 
Opera and the National Theatre live. 

Central to Matt’s vision is that Kino is rooted 
in the community and remains relevant to its 
priorities and preferences. The food and drinks it 
serves as part of its all-day offering are sourced 
from local providers and it puts on special 
screenings of foreign language syllabus films to 
support local schools’ needs. It’s also been 
specially designed to cater for people with 
wheelchairs and disabilities, who often meet there 
and socialise on Thursday mornings. 

The community 
commitment also 
extends to pricing: 
tickets are 
cheaper than 
multiplexes, seats 
are cheaper on 
Mondays and 
there are 

discounts for students and the over 60s every day. 
So, 150 years on, I think Henry Maynard would 

be very happy that Kino is still very much a gift to 
the people of Hawkhurst - and beyond. 
www.kinodigital.co.uk 
Mark Hollander

Local Enterprise



Great secret that lies 
beneath the surface 
of our village ponds 
Benenden remains a key stronghold of  
the Great Crested Newt, but where will  
you find them and what is their future?  
Sarah Harrington-James goes pond-gazing  
in the parish 
You may have noticed on your travels around 
the parish that there are a lot of ponds. Many of 
these are very old, historic ponds which appear 
on the 1st edition OS map of 1871 and were an 
integral part of village life. They may have been 
dug originally to water livestock and to serve 
local farmsteads, but others are likely to have 
been extractive pits to remove local clay and 
sandstone - perhaps even iron ore. 

These ponds are like a snapshot in time,  
as the silt layers within will hold a lot of 
information about the environment at that point 
(also known as paleobotany) and carbon dating 
core samples could even give an exact age to 
the pond. Of course this is all interesting stuff, 

but it’s what’s living in the pond that interests 
me as a naturalist with a Natural England  
Great Crested Newt Licence and a UCert  
Biological Recording & Species Identification. 

Benenden is a stronghold for this European 
protected native species, which has been unfairly 
in the news for ‘holding up development’. The 
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fact is, according to charity Froglife, the  
UK has lost 50% of its ponds in the 20th 
century and 80% of the remaining ones are  
in a poor state. 

Great Crested Newts, which are black  
with warty skin and have a yellow and black 
spotty belly, are our largest native newt. Let’s 
say they are rather particular about where 
they like to hang out, unlike our other native 
Smooth and Palmate newts, who are happy 
with a small garden pond. Large and deep 
farmland or edge of woodland ponds are  
the Great Crested’s favourite and both the 
High Weald and Low Weald offer this habitat  
in abundance. 

However, it doesn’t mean that every old 
pond is in good order. Plenty have been left  
to succession and are now heavily silted up  
or are shaded by mature trees, meaning pond 
plants are unlikely to grow which newts need 
to lay their eggs on. Other ponds have been 
backfilled and lost, especially those now within 
arable fields. 

Unfortunately, habitat loss coupled with  
a lack of suitable large, fish-free ponds means 
that our Great Crested Newt friends are  
now much rarer. So if you find one of these 
charismatic newts in your garden or see them 
using your pond, you’re one of the lucky ones. 

They can live up to 18 years and 
travel up to 500m a night during 
breeding season. It is the males 
that sport a jagged dragon-like 
crest and silver tail stripe during 
this time, but it is the females  
with a yellow tail stripe that are 
often larger and can be as long  
as your hand. 

Like all species of newt,  
the males use both courtship 
behaviour and pheromones to 
attract a female, and their ‘dance’ 
can be seen in the shallows of 
open water, mainly at night. Once 
the egg has hatched, the larvae can 
take up to ten weeks to mature 
before they absorb their gills and 

leave the water, 
where they  
will stay locally. 
Perhaps you’ve 
found one 
under some 
logs or a pile  
of bricks? It  
can take up  
to three years 
for them to 
mature from 
juvenile to 
adult, then they 
will return to 
the ponds to 
breed each 
year onwards.  

If you plan 
on visiting 
Charlotte and Donald Molesworth’s 
enchanting Balmoral Cottage topiary garden  
in Benenden as part of the National Gardens 
scheme, please do spend some time pond-
gazing here, as this is a favoured spot for the 
local ‘Cresties’. Watch out for them coming up 
for air in the open water, or hanging out in the 
marginal vegetation. Hopefully like me, it will 
fill you with wonder.

Great Crested Newt eggs

Juvenile male Great Crested Newt
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The Cranbrook and District 
Probus Club 
 
PROBUS is a local, national, and  
international association of retired people 
who come together in non­political,  
non­sectarian, non­profit, autonomous  
clubs which provide regular opportunities  
for members to meet others in similar 
circumstances, with similar levels of interest, 
make new friends, and maintain and expand 
their interests. 
 
We have recommenced our regular monthly 
lunchtime meetings at The Bull, Benenden. 
 
Currently there are vacancies for new 
members. If you are retired and would 
welcome friendly, relaxed company at a 
lunch, with interesting speakers, then  
please contact the Hon. Secretary on  
01580 441201 for more information.

Volunteers Needed 
For 

Shop Service 
& 

Café Service 
 

Learn how to make 
that perfect coffee 

and serve it! 
 

01580 279808 

www.benendens.co.uk/volunteers 

info@benendens.co.uk 

Benenden’s
SHOP  POST OFFICE  CAFÉ ’sB ’sB

Mr Noah’s 
nursery school CIC 
https://mrnoahs.org 

Your local Groundcare and Garden Machinery Specialist

Iden Green Farm, Cranbrook Road, Goudhurst TN17 2PA      Tel: 01580 211599      email: info@mabg.co.uk

SALES • SERVICE • SPARES

... it’s the word on The Street! 
 

An excellent range of groceries, breads, vegetables, beers and wines, and Post Office services.  
We offer a friendly welcome to all our customers as well as delicious drinks and snacks. 
Shop opening hours: 7.30am-5pm Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday,  
7.30am-6pm Thursday and Friday and 9am-1pm on Sunday.  
Post Office opening hours: 7.30am-5pm Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday,  
7.30am-4pm on Wednesday and 7.30am-12pm on Saturday. 
Café opening hours: 8.30am-3pm Monday to Friday, 8.30am-2pm on Saturday 
and 9am-12.30pm on Sunday for inhouse and takeaway drinks, snacks and mouthwatering cakes. 

info@benendens.co.uk Tel: 01580 279808

Benenden’s
SHOP  POST OFFICE  CAFÉ ’sB ’sB



Let’s forgive and forget 
and enjoy these wines 
Life can be unfair sometimes to those whose 
youthful misdemeanours, while understandable, 
are never quite forgiven. There are some wines 
that receive the same treatment. 

Australian Chardonnays are the prime 
example, the ones that travelled over here in the 
early days of the British wine experience. Big and 
fat, brash and buttery, overrun by oak, they were 
distinctive enough to gain themselves a following, 
but as people’s drinking became a little more 
educated, they were left behind. Tastes moved 
towards fruit, dryness and minerality, and the 
unsophisticated Aussie wines were derided in  
the same way as the stereotypical Bruce with 
corks hanging from his hat. 

In fact, you may find that the grape en bloc, 
with all its variety, is dismissed with that most 
ridiculous of generalised put-downs: ABC. 
Anything but chardonnay. 

The Germans haven’t had it easy, either. 
Remember the dominant days of Blue Nun in  
the 1970s? This medium-sweet Liebfraumilch 
found itself ridiculed, eventually became the  
drink of choice of Alan Partridge, and all the 
country’s wines, unmistakable in their distinctive 
‘flute’ bottles, were tarred with the same brush. 
The Alsace region suffered the same way, despite 
being French. 

And then there were the Greeks. Ask anybody 
who holidayed in Greece in the bad old days and 
they’ll tell you about their nights on Retsina, the 
local white that doubled up as paint stripper,  
with distinctive tasting notes of pine-fresh toilet 
cleaner. For many, the scars remain and any wine 
with an obviously Greek-sounding name finds 
itself passed over. 

These are curiosities I’ve noticed when trying 
to stock wines for the village shop - more 
specifically, when trying to sell them. 

By way of example, there’s a bottle of Alsace 
Riesling that’s been lurking around for what 
seems like ages, to the point where it seems like 
an old friend. We had six of them originally. I think 
I bought two, because I think Alsace Rieslings are 
some of the best wines you’ll find anywhere,  

Food and Drink
but I think my old pal is let down by the 
aforementioned bad reputation of anything that 
sounds Germanic, comes in a tall, tapered bottle 
and has an unintelligible label. The Germans really 
should make their wine-grading system less weird, 
but that’s no reason to ignore their wines. 

Greek wine? We’ve had a few and they’ve been 
excellent - the young-vine Xinomavro from 
Apostolos Thymiopoulos was a bright red  
gem, but it took a long while to shift because,  
I think, people aren’t prepared to spend more 
than a fiver on stuff they associate 
with disinfectant. 

And the Chardonnays? We 
have a proper range, from a  
lovely white Burgundy (a Macon-
Vergisson called Les Courthelongs 
from Domaine Simonin), through 
an appley South African made  
by Mellasat on the Cape, to a  
lush Kiwi bottle from Pask. Not  
a fat and flabby one in sight. 

Perhaps it’s time to forgive 
youthful indiscretions and give  
a chance to some wines that 
really deserve a break. 

 

In the pink 
I’m delighted to announce 
that, after an unavoidable 
break, our suppliers 
have managed to get 
hold of some stocks of 
my favourite summer 
wine, the delightful pink 
rosé from Domaine 
Pellehaut in Gascony. 

I always say it 
reminds me of eating 
strawberries and cream 
on a summer lawn, and 
I’ve missed it these past 
couple of hot weekends. 
Hopefully by the time 
you read this, it’ll be 
back on our shelves. 
Peter Thomas



A gardener’s thoughts 
on the pros and cons 
of Chelsea 
I was fortunate enough to have 
attended Chelsea Flower Show this 
year for the first time since 2019 
and, despite the hefty price tag on 
the tickets (£85 for entry after 
3pm as non-RHS members) it was 
still a grand day out. I made some 
interesting comparisons to my previous 
visit but I was pleased to see that the bar 
is being raised on promoting awareness  
of working in horticulture, despite the 
very heavy lean towards garden design. 

It’s very much a chicken-and-egg 
syndrome here, as one couldn’t design a 
garden without plant knowledge - not to 
mention an appreciation of soils, rainfall 
and the wider landscape surrounding the 
plot. However, it is possible to pull 
together a team of knowledgeable folk and  

be known as a design studio,  
so then it becomes very much  
a collaborative affair. Having seen 
the design possibilities at Chelsea 
available to clients with deep 
pockets, then a design-led team 
approach rather than a lone-wolf 
concern is probably a good idea. 

The RHS has come under 
some scrutiny this year for not 
making its shows, in particular 
Chelsea, more accessible to a 
wider range of budgets. Having 

seen stand after stand of inexorably expensive 
garden sculptures, greenhouses, furniture and 
parasols, one can be left thinking how 
inaccessible this all is to most of us, but I do 
think it is a good thing to be able to dream  
and ‘wow’ at perfection. 

Besides, Chelsea is where new beginnings 
happen for many fashions, trends and, indeed, 
new practices for the hard landscaping and 
non-plant elements of our gardens. Newly-bred 
plant varieties are introduced, meaning that as 

consumers and good 
gardeners we have a better, 
healthier plant to put in our 
borders, perhaps more suited 
to our climate or smaller 
outside spaces. 

Many of the show gardens 
and even trade stands offer 
multiple ways to plant our 

borders using a 
mixture of small 
trees, shrubs and 
flowering plants, 
along with a  
dazzling choice of 
colour palettes. 

Jo Thompson’s 
‘The Glasshouse 
Garden’ had a 
beautiful palette  
of reds, pinks and 
apricots, using lots  

of roses with multi-stemmed trees and strong 
foliage; Aviva’s ‘Rainforest Garden’ highlighted 
the need to create moisture-loving shady 
gardens with lots of varieties of ferns and 
mosses as an antidote to our increasingly 
warm, dry summers; and the Boodles 
‘Raindance Garden’ had a very feminine pink 
and white palette beautifully executed by 
designer Catherine MacDonald to mark the 
25th anniversary of their iconic Raindance 
jewellery collection. 

My one disappointment was the Floral 
Marquee. It felt slightly empty this year and  
I think that a number of the smaller plant 
nurseries perhaps could not justify the cost  
of putting on a display at Chelsea this time.  
I could also have done without the vast number 
of stands selling garden wares. I would far 
rather have a packed-out marquee full of 
inspirational plant combinations and a chance 
to talk to growers than 50 varieties of pink 
gardening gloves! 
Annabel Lear GARDENS  
Planting . Design . Consultancy    
07759 440922   annabellear@btinternet.com

In Your Garden



Annabel Lear GARDENS 
 

Take a fresh approach  
to revitalising your  

outside space. 
 

Border planting,  
pot displays,  

design & build,  
garden management  

& aftercare.
 

annabellear@btinternet.com 
07759 440922 

@annabel_leargardens

Freephone 0800 854663 
www.gardenscapedirect.co.uk  

sales@gardenscapedirect.co.uk  
The Wharf, Rye Road, Newenden, TN18 5QG  

YOUYOUR R LOCLOCAL AL SUPPLIER PLIER OFOF 
Topsoils  Composts  Barks 

Decorative Stone  Aggregates 
Small Bags, Bulk Bags 

 or Loose Loads 
Delivered throughout the South East 

Help is on hand  
from your local Mind 

www.westkentmind.org.uk 
01732 744950 

 

Information given, volunteers 
welcome and donations needed. 

 

We’re here to make sure anyone 
with a mental health problem  
has somewhere to turn for  

advice and support.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  
Chalkdown Riding for the Disabled, 

Staplehurst, are currently looking for 
volunteers to help with their therapeutic  

riding sessions on Wednesday and Thursday 
mornings in term time. If you have equine 
experience, enjoy being part of a team and 

would like to help our riders discover  
the healing powers of horses then  

please get in touch.  
All volunteers will need to provide  

two references and will be DBS checked.  
Email staplehurstrda@gmail.com 

for more information 
Or download an application form from 

chalkdownstaplehurst­rda.co.uk

CHALKDOWN RDA 
Charity No1174554 



Above: Celebrations: Benenden Village Lunch Club receive their Community Award from the parish council; Diccon Gray wins  
the National Over 50 men’s doubles; Sissinghurst Scout group hone outdoor skills; the winner of the Merry and Bright raffle;  
primary school pupils compete on sports day; John Marshall and Dave Homewood win The Fred Reid Pairs 
Front cover: Capturing the vibrancy of the village fete: Balloons are released from the Matador. Photograph: David Sarton


