Ninfield Parish Council April 2021

Ninfield Parish Council Dark Night Skies Report

Wealden District Council Direction of Travel
“Consider the inclusion of dark night skies policy which will control lighting schemes in those areas of the district with the darkest night skies” (Core Strategy Issues and Options) 

Ninfield Parish Council is concerned at the impact development can have on light pollution in the village.  There are locations within the village where there is a need to consider in general and technical terms the impact of external lighting on the environment.  This document should be taken into consideration when the parish council is consulted on planning applications and should be referred to by WDC planning officers when considering applications and conditions applied. 
Introduction
1. This document has been produced in order that those proposing external artificial lighting schemes either as part of a development proposal, a planning application in its own right or highways lighting may clearly understand the planning and technical issues involved and Ninfield Parish declared intention of protecting our dark night skies
2. In general lighting in itself is not a problem unless it is excessive, poorly designed, badly installed or poorly maintained.  Ninfield Parish aims to balance the need for any lighting proposal against the implications it may have in terms of obtrusive light
3. Light pollution is a problem for various reasons, including energy wastage, effects on human health and psychology, erosion of technology.  The amenity value of dark night skies and star visibility is intangible but important on supporting the wellbeing of the local population
4. Here add in information of areas of village with darkest skies and if there are any ‘intrinsically dark’ that need protection
Issue relating to Obtrusive Light
1. Light pollution is the light that is wasted upwards and reflects off the atmosphere, causing the visible blanket cover that hangs over major urban areas at night.
2. Today starry skies are denied to over 90% of the UK population as a direct result of ill-directed lighting causing light pollution.  
3. There is an increasing demand for artificial lighting for safety (road schemes) and crime prevention (security lighting).  This combination of circumstances has raised the profile of intrusive light as an environmental issue
4. Obtrusive light is generally a consequence of poorly designed or insensitive lighting schemes.  The three main problems associated with lighting are:
4.1. Sky glow – the glow seen around urban areas caused by scattering of artificial light by dust particles and water droplets in the sky
4.2. Glare – the uncomfortable brightness of a light source when viewed against a dark background
4.3. Light trespass – light spilling beyond the boundary of the property on which a light is located.
5. Obtrusive light in rural locations can affect the natural diurnal rhythms amongst a wide range of animals and plants.  Light trespass is a common problem and can cause stress and anxiety for people affected.
Planning Policy Context
Link to WDC polices once published
General Factors to be taken into Consideration
This guidance sets out the criteria to be taken into account when assessing proposals which include external artificial lighting.  A number of factors will be taken into account
1. The location of the proposal in relation to neighbouring uses
a. Environmental Zones – distinguishing between broad areas that merit different level of lighting control, as outlined in the Institution of Lighting Professionals (ILP), Guidance notes for the Reduction of Light Pollution (2011).  This can then be used to test the impacts of external artificial lighting will be judged
	Zone
	Surrounding
	Lighting Environment
	Examples

	E0
	Protected
	Dark
	Designated Dark Sky Zones

	E1
	Natural
	Intrinsically dark
	Areas of darkest skies, rural areas

	E2
	Rural
	Low district brightness
	Village or relatively dark outer suburban locations



E1: Lighting proposals that neighbour or are near enough to significantly affect areas of nature conservation importance e.g. Sites of Special Scientific Interest, Nature Reserves will only be permitted in exceptional circumstances.  External artificial lighting can have severe implications for the natural diurnal rhythms in a range of animals and plants and therefore sites, which are deemed important in terms of their provision of wildlife, should not be in any way affected
E2: Lighting proposals within the identified rural settlements will only be permitted if the applicant can demonstrate that the scheme proposed is the minimum needed for security and/or working purposes and that it minimises the potential for obtrusive light from the glare of light trespass to an acceptable level.  Artificial lighting in the open countryside can have a demonstratable effect on ‘dark skies’, one of the special qualities of the rural landscape
b. Include dark night skies map of Ninfield
Design Guidance
	Zone
	What is acceptable
	Where does it apply base on dark skies map

	E0
	No decorative lighting acceptable.
Security lighting acceptable only in exceptional circumstances
	

	E1
	External lighting to be limited to accord with ILP lighting guidance for this zone.
Decorative lighting generally inappropriate
All lighting must be extinguished after 23.00 except in exceptional circumstances
	

	E2
	For large scale developments, lighting levels should accord with ILP technical guidance for this zone.  Where development takes place, there should be no street lighting except in exceptional circumstances and then to be very limited.  
All lighting must be extinguished after 23.00 except in exceptional circumstances
	



[image: ]
image1.png
Ninfield HIGH
/EALD

Parish
Dark
Sky Area

Ry = o4 Catsfield i i
Kitghenham d L = © Meter reading locations
. Em” Nt 7 Sfr:esfn

Meter Readings interpolated
- Ow
éa;:.e!‘s & ) Bt
3 : B 19
T s 2
2t

Note: This map is produced utiising
data collected by volunteers
following a standard methodology
developed by the High Weald AONB
Partnership following  Dark ~ Sky
Association guidance.

These results are indicative and
should only be used as a guide to
the darkness of the skies in a given
area. It should be considered that

where there s a lower density of
meter readings, the accuracy of the
interpolation is decreased.
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