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Name: Priestley, Herbert 
 

Rank: Private No: 305913 
 

2/7th Battalion Sherwood Foresters (Robin 
Hoods) 

 

 
Date of birth 

 

 
KIA 

 
Age 

 
1887  

 

 
26th Sept 1917 

 
30 

 

Background: Herbert Priestley 
 

 

There are many branches of the Priestley family going back several generations in 
Collingham.  However, although born in North Collingham, Herbert’s father, William 
Priestley (1846 - 1922), left the village to find work in Newark. In 1881 he and his wife 
Hannah née Clark1 (1857-1940) were in Hawton, Newark, where William was an 
agricultural labourer. Ten years later he was a labourer in a plaster pit on Farndon Road. 
They moved back to Collingham sometime after 1897. By the 1901 census they were 
living on Dykes End, S Collingham and were still there in 1911. The 1911 census reveals 
William and Hannah had 3 surviving children (of 5), all born in Hawton:  
 
Alice b 1881 
Herbert b 1887 
Leonard b 1894 
 
Herbert (24) was a farm horseman in S Collingham and his brother, Leonard (17), worked 
as a groom for Dr Frank Broadbent in the Old Hall. Sister Alice (30) is in domestic service. 
Hannah Priestley is given on the Register of Voters 19242 as still living in Dykes End.  The 
number is thought to be somewhere between 18 and 22 Dykes End. Neither Hannah nor 
William or Alice (d. 1953) appears in the Collingham burial registers.  
 

 

                                                           
1 According to information on the Notts CC Roll of Honour database 
2 1924 Electoral Rolls  
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Military History: Private Herbert Priestley 

 

Herbert initially joined the 1/8th Sherwood Foresters (no 3053) and was later attached to the 2/7th 
Sherwood Foresters. He volunteered in 1915 so was probably engaged in the Dublin Uprising in 
1916. The following information is from the 2/7th Robin Hoods website3:  

2/7th (Robin Hood) Battalion 

➢ 19 Sep 1914 : formed as a second line (auxiliary) unit at Nottingham 
➢ August 1915 : part of the 176th Brigade, 59th (2nd North Midland) Division 
➢ 26 Apr 1916 : hurriedly moved to Dublin in response to the Easter Rebellion 
➢ 27 Feb 1917 : mobilized to France. Disembarked at Le Havre 
➢ 7 May 1918 : reduced to cadre 
➢ 3 August 1918:  disbanded  

Battles and Engagements 1917 

• 14 Mar-5 Apr 1917: German retreat to the Hindenburg Line 
• 20-25 Sep 1917: Battle of the Menin Road Ridge 
• 26 Sep-3 Oct 1917: Battle of Polygon Wood 
• 30 Nov-3 Dec 1917: German counter attacks 

The Battle of Polygon Wood, where Private H Priestley was killed, was part of the 3rd 
Battle of Ypres (Passchendaele).  The wood was a strategic landmark with a mound in the 
middle called the ‘Butte’, 
built as a firing range before 
the war and later fortified by 
concrete posts by the 
Germans. The battle was 
seen as a victory for the 
Allies but at a huge cost – 
20,000 casualties.  
 
 
Right: Map of Polygon Wood 
From Philip Gibbs’ 1917 book 
‘From Baumpaume to 
Passchednaele’ (out of 
copyright) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
3 http://www.therobinhoods.org.uk/orbat2.shtml 
 

http://www.therobinhoods.org.uk/orbat2.shtml
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The Sherwood Foresters’ losses during September 1917 were high – 6214 – rendering it 
untenable. Losses on the day Herbert was killed alone were catastrophic for the battalion: 
 
1/8th = 21 
2/5th = 69 
2/6th = 37 
2/7th = 77 
2/8th = 70  
 
As a British army battalion is traditionally between 300-800 soldiers to lose 600 was 
disastrous. In May it was reduced in cadre until more men could be drafted in. Sadly, even 
worse was to come in March 1918 when casualties would reach 958.  
 
 
 

 
Pte Harold Priestley is remembered 
in Tyne Cot Cemetery, West – 
Vlaaderen, Belgium Plot: XXV E 15 
  
Tyne Cot is the largest British war 
cemetery in the world, with 11,908 
registered graves.  
 
Harold Priestley is also remembered 
on South Collingham Roll of Honour 
in St John Baptist Church and the 
Parishioners’ Plaque.   
 
 
 
 
Right: photograph of Private H Priestley’s grave c/o Gary Wood, 7th Battalion Sherwood Foresters 
webmaster. The inscription reads ‘Duty Nobly Done’  

 
 
H Priestley’s page on the Sherwood Foresters Roll of Honour link here:  
http://www.the-sherwood-foters.co.uk/p_names/priestley_herbert.html  
  
 

 
Tragically, Herbert’s brother, Leonard, would die of wounds only ten days later (see next 
profile). 
 
 

                                                           
4 Source: The Sherwood Foresters’ Roll of Honour website 

http://www.the-sherwood-foters.co.uk/p_names/priestley_herbert.html
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Rev Maxwell of South Collingham Parish’s Tribute 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Above: The newsletter for South Collingham reflecting how confusing events were on the Wester Front at this time. Rev 
Maxwell begins by reporting Leonard Priestley’s death from wounds (October 6th) and then in ‘stop press’ inserts news of 
Herbert’s loss a fortnight before. (Ref: Collingham archives EC/B/49) 
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Further Reading: 

Website: The 7th (Robin Hoods) Sherwood Foresters Battalion (Nottingham and Derby) has a good 

website here: http://www.therobinhoods.org.uk/ 

Book:  The Robin Hood Rifles 1837-1901 published as part of the Victorian Nottingham series 

(Volume 15) by Richard Iliffe & Wilfred Bagley gives a great insight into the founding of the battalion. 

Published in 1975, the series can still be found on websites such as Abe Books: 

https://www.abebooks.co.uk/book-search/title/victorian-nottingham-vol/author/richard-iliffe/  

‘7 Facts about the Battle of Polygon Wood’ on the Commonwealth War Graves Commission website 

here: https://www.cwgc.org/learn/news-and-events/news/2017/09/15/13/13/7-facts-about-the-

battle-of-polygon-wood 

A contemporary account (1917) of The Battle of Polygon Wood can be found here: 

http://www.gutenberg.org/files/35403/35403-h/35403-h.htm#Page_298 

 

Sources:  

 Ancestry (https://www.ancestry.co.uk/)  

 Collingham & District Local History Society (http://collingham-history.org.uk/ ) 

 East Trent Genealogy (http://www.easttrentgenealogy.co.uk/  

 Commonwealth War Graves Commission (https://www.cwgc.org/ ) 

 Nottinghamshire County Council Roll of Honour 

(http://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/rollofhonour)  

 The Long, Long Trail (http://www.longlongtrail.co.uk/)  

  

The Sherwood Foresters (Nottingham and Derby) Regiment Roll of Honour 

http://www.the-sherwood-foresters.co.uk/about_us.html 
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