Morden Parish Council Meeting Minutes 09th September 2024

Morden Parish Council

The minutes of the Morden Parish Council meeting held on 09th September 2024, at 7.30pm at Morden Village Hall.
[bookmark: _Hlk103017901]
[bookmark: _Hlk8674439]Present: Councillors Mrs Alex Brenton (Chair), Mary Mathers (Vice-Chair), Ben Miller, Christian Shepherd and Maxine Clews.

Also Present:
Lindsay Hole (Parish Clerk)

One member of the public was present.      

2024/050	Apologies
Sally Miles (Rights of Way Officer) and Louis Gearing.

2024/051	Declarations of Interest 
No new declarations of interest.

2024/052	Public Participation
One member of the public presented an application for the role of Parish Councillor. 

2024/053	Parish Councillor Vacancy
The Parish Council have received an application from Brian Ash.  A vote took place and it was RESOLVED that;
The Council would co-opt Mr Brian Ash onto the Parish Council.  The vote was unanimous.  

2024/054	Approval of Minutes
The minutes of the meeting for 8th July 2024 were approved.

2024/055	Matters Arising & Action Points from previous meetings

Housing Needs Survey
Cllr Mary Mathers has distributed the letters via the Parish Magazine to Morden residents and Chair Alex Brenton will distribute a further 9 to households within Charborough Park.  The Chair has met with Jacquie Cuff again to review the survey and a revised copy is due to be sent shortly to the Parish Council, this will be circulated to the village mid-October.  In person Village Consultation 23rd November.

Wessex Internet
Wessex Internet have been laying cables, and will shortly ask who wishes to connect. 

Councillor Training
Councillors were encouraged to attend the DAPTC training.

2024/056	Planning Applications and Housing Matters
To comment on any planning applications notified to this Council up to the date of this meeting;

(a) P/CLE/2024/04692 - Stable Cottage Redbridge Farm Dolmans Hill Lytchett Matravers BH16 6HP.  Retain building as a permanent residential unit.  Decision: No objection.
(b) P/HOU/2024/04250 - Fire Station Bungalow East Morden Dorset BH20 7DL.  Erect single storey rear extension. Decision: No objection.

2024/057	Reports from the Dorset Councillors
Dorset Councillor Report

September has started with vengeance. All the committees which were quiet in August have suddenly kicked into gear. 
As councillors we have been trying to push on with safety improvements between Lytchett Matravers and Lytchett Minster School but many staff holidays have slowed progress. The project to install a zebra crossing outside the school has also stalled because of the large amount of objections. 
All the service companies have been digging up roads and not always speeding to finish the work. Upton Country house roundabout and access will be disrupted for 12 weeks this Autumn as they realign the cyclepath and T junction. They have promised not to start until the Gas company has finished renewing the main pipe in Upton Blandford and Dorchester roads.
As part of the County Farms panel I have been interviewing new tenants. No County farms are in our ward. The hold on new building in the Poole Harbour Catchment area has been withdrawn as DC believes that he purchase of Lyscombe farm has taken enough land out of cultivation to remove Nitrogen from the river system.  However the Developers have to buy Credits to cover the carbon footprint of new buildings which is a market system still in its beginning stage.
The major concern Dorset Council is dealing with is the new NPPF and changes to planning. There new legislation tightens up on some rules relaxed in March.
Most of Dorset does not have a 5year housing supply. Therefore development is hard to challenge. 
Green belt can be reviewed and could be changed if shortage of building land is serious. Green belt can be divided into green and grey belt – which is classed as previously developed land – old factories/concrete yard, quarries etc even if in the Green belt. Any housing in the green Belt has to be 50% affordable housing. 
Any new neighbourhood plans will be taken into account, if there is no Current or imminent Local Plan the NPPF takes over and there is a presumption in favour of any housing development. 
The only objections which would be valid are poor design, flood risk, location but not on principle of development. 
Housing targets have become Mandatory not advisory. The target for all Dorset is raised from 1700 a year to 3230 a year or 55000 for 20 years. This might be the equivalent of 23 Poundburys. Poundbury has taken 15 years and is not complete yet. This is unlikely to be sorted just by scattering a few more in each village but is more suitable to building new settlements.
The Council have lodged a serious objection in the consultation, as have many other authorities. The consultation ends in September.  The fear is that housing numbers will take precedence over supply of infrastructure or work opportunities, and that the housing will overwhelmingly be easily sold market housing at inflated prices rather than dealing with the need of local population. 
The other pressing issue is Devolution, there are several options none of which suit Dorset rural shape. An elected Mayor for all Dorset would not work with existing arrangements, and a rebuild of electoral arrangement is an extra cost and problem as we have recently gone Unitary. Our answer and comments have to be lodged by 24th September so it will be discussed at Cabinet on the 10th.  
I have dealt with residents complaints about speeding traffic, poor road surfaces, and notices to quit from landlords in Upton. Planning committee discussed cases in Studland, Wareham and Bloxworth. 
2024/058	Village Reports
Morden Village Hall (MVH) 
The hall continues to be extremely busy with September completely full and nearly full from October up to Xmas.   
After the installation of the solar panels, we are now looking in to updating the lighting in the main hall and possibly the heating system to make them more energy efficient. 
MORDEN COMMUNITY LUNCH held on 2nd Wednesday of the month continues to be very popular
VILLAGE EVENTS The picnic and games afternoon on 13 July was popular with families and their canine friends. The games evening on 6 September was very enjoyable for those of us that made it but not well attended.  The 20th anniversary of the new hall opening will be celebrated with a dance and fireworks on 12 October.
Church
The produce and flower event went well.
2024/059	Governance Tasks (including risk assessments, parish website, Section 137 Grants, and governance documentation)
· S137 Grants & S133 – None

2024/060	Financial Matters
Cheques were authorised as follows:-

	Chq No.
	Payee
	Description
	Amount

	
	L Hole
	Clerk wages 
	296.26

	
	HMRC
	PAYE payment
	62.20

	
	Payroo
	Payroll software
	6.00

	
	Dorset Council 
	Election costs (on hold)
	50.00

	
	Roger Bond
	Fingerpost deposit (aug)
	1,189.66

	
	Roger Bond
	Fingerpost balance
	91+644.19 (735.19)





2024/061	Roads and Highways
The date for starting the resurfacing the B3075 between School Cross and Top Cross is Nov 11th at the moment. 

The fingerposts are complete with new roundels. Agreed to mend the arm at the Roundhouse/Charborough lodge.  Agreed to fix the fingerpost at Nevilles Cross where Whitefield lane meets Bloxworth drove.

2024/062	Parking
Parking in New Lane is still causing residents problems.

2024/063	Village Maintenance
Paradise Lane has been cleared several times throughout the summer.
The village noticeboards will be maintained before the winter.
The village green needs to be cut again prior to Remembrance Day.

2024/064	Progress on Projects
Nothing further.

2024/065	Tree Officer Report
The Estate are looking at a Tree Policy.

The Parish Council will look at replacing some of the trees in the Parish.  The Tree Officer and Chair will meet at Top Cross.

Nothing further.

2024/066	Report and comments on burial ground
The Burial Ground is tidy there has been one casket burial on 5/9/24. 
An offer to cut the hedges at the end of the track to the burial ground has been made, these are shrubs that people have planted.
The hurdles need fixing.
Chair to speak with the Estate about the extra land negotiations for the Burial Ground.

2024/067	Items for information
Nothing further.

2024/068	AOB
Nothing further.

2024/069	Date of next meeting
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Monday 11th November 2024 at 7.30 pm at Morden Village Hall.

The meeting closed at 9.40 pm.
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