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MINUTES of the Meeting of the Parish Council held in the Loyd Lindsay Rooms, High Street, Ardington, OX12 8PS at 7.00 p.m. on Tuesday, 10 September 2019.

Present: Councillors: Ron East, Nicola Hancock, Derek Morrow and Hugh Roberts (Chair).
Clerk:      Clive Knights.  
County Councillor: Michael Fox-Davies.  District Councillor, Janet Shelley.
Apologies: Paul Gibbs, John Hedgecock, PCSO, Tim Dean and School Governor Nicola Merry. 

1. There were no declarations of interest and no hospitality had been received or offered. 
2. Matters raised by parishioners present at the meeting.  Ron East had received an email from a mother who had seen his name on the PC’s website.  She complained of the dog mess in the woods above the carpark at Christopher’s Wood when she was walking with her children.  Ron East responded that the woods were not owned by the PC but by Lockinge Estate and that there were 5 litter bins on the edge of the woods.  The PC considered this a sufficient response but the Clerk was actioned ACTION 5.1 The Clerk to establish whether the notices could be improved to emphasise the need for dog walkers to use poo bags.
3. Matters Arising from the Meeting of the Parish Council on Tuesday, 9 July 2019 and approval of the Minutes.  All the actions had been taken.  ACTION 5.2 The Clerk  to telephone Nigel Hutt about the trip at 38A East Lockinge, which was preventing the light near Fire Engine House from lighting, and the faulty cables to Ardington Lodge and to School House, Ardington.  ACTION 5.3 The Clerk to repeat an email to CDC requesting them to specify a day to electrically test the street lights that would be notified to householders to ensure access to their houses.  Simon Scott had painted 14 of the 31 street lights and CBPT had refunded the £400 cost to the PC.  ACTION 5.4 The Clerk to request CBPT finance for the completion of this work next February.  The seesaw beam had been despatched on 18 August but had been mislaid.  Caledonia Play would send another... The Clerk had reported the crumbling road sides in Church Street and in The Firs and as a result Hannah Wood, OCC Highways, Area Operations South requested a tour of A&L with the Clerk.  This was done on the morning of 27 August and in the afternoon red markings surrounded potholes in the High Street and Church Street and white markings surrounded other potholes at Townend and West Lockinge. Since then the drain has been cleared, the sunken drain at Marn Hill raised and all the pot holes filled. ACTION 5.5 The Clerk to thank Hannah Wood and to remind her that those other matters (e.g. the crumbling road edges in The Firs) were outstanding.  The Community Grant of £1,870 was eventually paid in the PC’s account on 14 August almost 3 months late.  The deep clean would be done over 6 days from 12 September.  The work to be done had been emailed to Parish Councillors who had approved the list. CBPT had agreed to fund a complete refurbishment of the East Lockinge notice board.  The Clerk had requested Nigel Hutt on 3 September to prepare an estimate. The Minutes were accepted by Parish Councillors as a true record and signed by the Chair. 
4. Reports.  
District Councillor’s Report. Grants were available from the Vale for community events such as fetes, notice boards, bonfires etc. The grants up to £1,000 would cover 75 % of the cost for voluntary groups. For capital expenditure (New Homes Bonus scheme) the grants of a minimum of £1,000 would cover 50 % of the cost.  Applications could be made from 2 September to 28 September.  There was a free Business School event for start-up businesses at Shrivenham from 7-11 October 2019.   Janet Shelley had 2 Gold Tickets that she can gift, entitling the recipient to a free space and guaranteed 1:1 coaching session at this event.  Two cycling champions have been appointed by SODC and The Vale.  Sunday 22 September was hoped to be a car free day. 
County Councillor’s Report.  A written report had been circulated.  Kennington Bridge on the A423 would be rebuilt for £40 million.  More foster carers were needed.  £300,000 has been restored to the school transport scheme for children with special needs.  The infrastructure plan on which £2 million had been spent was at risk unless all of Oxfordshire’s Districts agreed but the new Liberal and Green controlled SODC opposed the housing numbers.  Mike Fox-Davies praised Paul Gibbs’s letter, but warned there was very little likelihood of implementation, due to lack of funds. Even so it should be sent to Yvonne Constant OBE, Cabinet Member for the Environment, yvonne.constance@oxfordshire.gov.uk with a copy to Mike Fox-Davies and Janet Shelly, but it should be amended to incorporate other suggestions as an alternative to a roundabout (e.g. traffic lights). ACTION 5.6 Paul Gibbs.  A traffic lights scheme was cheaper than a roundabout.  A contractor had costed the various schemes some years ago.  Contraflow had not been allowed for the A34 work in September and October.
Clerk’s Report. The precept (£4,035) and VAT refund (£152.54) had been received. The Clerk had attended the street light at 56 West Lockinge to tighten the bulb and later replace it.  The Clerk had requested installation of a new sensor for the street light at 15A High Street Ardington.  On a proposal by Derek Morrow, seconded by Nicola Hancock and agreed by Parish Councillors present, the PC would make a Section 137 payment of £25.00 to North Wessex Downs Trust.  ACTION 5.7 The Clerk.
5. Finance.  
Parish Councillors approved payments already made to Wessex Electricals (street light fault at School House, Ardington Ex17, £204), Playsafety (Ex 18 £103.20), White Horse Horticulture (Ex 19 £312.50 village grass), Simon Scott (Painting 8 street lights, Ex 20, £400.00), Tom King, (Ex 21 Playground grass £240.00), White Horse Horticulture (Ex 22 £312.50 village grass), and Parish Councillors approved payments at this meeting of the Clerk’s expenses (£53.66# for ink, LED bulbs, postage and tape for the playground), and his pay and tax for September and November both £228.00# by Standing Order (Ex 7) and both £57.00# tax respectively Ex 7).. ACTION 5.8 The Clerk to make the outstanding payments indicated by a #.
6. Playground.  The inspection reports were circulated.  When Simon Scott fits the seesaw he would be asked to paint red two parts of the train engine and replace two slats on the two-towered slide.  ACTION 5.9 The Clerk.
7. A417.  See action 5.6.
8. Neighbourhood Plan.  ACTION 5.10 Hugh Roberts to establish whether 19 November would be a suitable date for a special meeting to consider the Neighbourhood Plan with Thomas Loyd, Julian Sayers, a Vale Planner and the Parish Council. (A post meeting note: 19 November is not possible for Julian Sayers or Thomas Loyd.  Hugh Roberts would try to obtain a selection of possible dates from Julian Sayers and will circulate them).
9. Facebook.  ACTION 5.11 Nicola Hancock to establish whether it would be appropriate for the PC’s Minutes and agenda to be posted on the A&L website.
10. Items for Trumpeter and Estate News.  ACTION 5.12 The Clerk to insert the regular notices about the next Parish Council meeting on 12 November and a note about grants available from the Vale for community events such as fetes, bonfires etc. The grants of up to £1,000 would cover 75% of the cost. 
11. Date of next meeting. 7.00 pm. Tuesday, in 12 November in Loyd-Lindsay Rooms.
12. Subsequent meetings: at 7.00 pm on Tuesdays in 2020 14 January, 10 March, 12 May, 14 July, 8 September, and 10 November.

Signed as a true record, 


Chair		Date: 12 November 2020. Distribution: Ron East, Paul Gibbs, Nicola Hancock, John Hedgecock, Derek Morrow and Sir Hugh Roberts.
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