North Gosforth Parish Council
Minutes of a meeting of North Gosforth Parish Council held on 
 Thursday 15th January 2025

Present: Councillor Agnew (Chair)
Councillors: Duell, Linfoot, Loftus, Spencer and Rawling

In attendance: I Humphries      - Clerk
                        Officer E Wake - Northumbria Police
                        Officer A Lloyd  - Northumbria Police
                        2 local residents
                        

                         
81. Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Burnett, Farrell, Henning and Mears.  

82.  Issues raised by Members of the Public
       The following issues were raised:-
· Street Lights on Great Park – a number are out and the Consortium had provided a list of those repaired. Obtaining parts for obsolete lights was a problem.
· Taylor Wimpey had appointed an Adoptions Officer

83.  Police
Officers Wake and Lloyd were present to introduce themselves and undertook to attend future meetings when possible. They explained that 11 arrests had been made prior to Christmas following a spate of attempted thefts from cars, particularly in the Great Park area. 

Members were made aware of the methods of detection employed by the Police. Reference was also made to a knife crime incident in November.

Members were asked to encourage residents to report incidents as it would help justify a police presence in the area and may result in funding being made available for the use of drones to fight criminal activity.

84. Ward Councillors Update
            There was no update.

85.  Minutes
The minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 19 December 2024              were confirmed as a correct record, subject to the inclusion of councillor Rawling’s apology for absence.



86.  Matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting
          There were no matters arising from the previous meeting that were not covered 
        by items on the agenda for this meeting.

87.  Scout Hut Lease
         Members noted that there was no progress on this matter.
   
88.  Play Areas
         Councillor Rawling explained the history of the ownership of play areas on the       
         Great Park and the proposed gifting of play areas and open spaces by the 
         Consortium to the likes of the Parish Council. There had been no further offer 
         or information relating to the original offer from the Consortium.

        Members agreed that they could not accept the current offer to transfer the play 
        areas to the Parish Council at this time. 

89. Financial Matters
          Members authorised payments to Clerk salary and HMRC. 

       Councillor Agnew declared a none pecuniary interest in the following item and 
       took no further part in the discussion or decision.

       Consideration was given to an application for funding to maintain the open 
        space area at the top of Greenfield Road. Members approved a Float of £100
                                                                                             
90.  Planning Matters      
      An application in respect of the following property was considered –
 
        2024/1953/01/HOU 16 Clinton Place: erection of pitched roof on 
                                      existing side extension and a wrap-around 
                                      single storey rear extension.     - No Objection


91.  Member Portfolio 
       It was proposed that councillor Linfoot’s portfolio be Special Projects; the first 
       being a Strategy to deal with HMOs. Councillor Linfoot accepted that and 
       provided a paper setting out the first steps. 

92.  Matters raised by Members
· Members noted that one or two trees on Lincoln Green may need to be taken out and consideration be given to the planting of new/replacement trees, probably in April/May.
· Some of the potholes in the area had been repaired.
· Councillor Rawling undertook to progress the Highways Reports

Date of Next Meeting
Wednesday 19th February 2025
