                                                            TONG PARISH COUNCIL 
                    Minutes of meeting held on 29th September 2025 at the Village Hall at 7pm
Present:  Cllrs John Moore (Chairman), David Williams, Paul Fisher, Helen Rutter, Helen Owen
In Attendance:  S Cllr Elizabeth Barker, Mark Weston, Suzanne Johnson and members of the public
Apologies were received from A. Sowerby
1. There were no declarations of interest
2. Public Time- HGV Parking. David Gradwell (Traffic Engineer) concluded that the most suitable measure would be a 7.5 tonne restriction at a cost of £4K-£5K.He could not say if and when funds would be available from the depleted Shropshire Council. Darren Owen said he would be willing to instigate fundraising. (Agenda Item 6).

Offoxey  Crossroads- lines needed repainting. The ‘stop’ sign pointed the wrong way. Public footpath users had nowhere to stand in safety. Residents had witnessed several ‘near misses’ and a fatality needed to be prevented.

Right turn into Offoxey Rd  (A41)-oncoming traffic presumed the intention was to turn into the Bell (logged-in in 2024- no action).
Cllr Fisher reported that recent Police activity  resulted in 140 drivers being cautioned for drink/drug/phone offences. Tong held the record for the highest number of speeding offences in the area.
The lack of a Bus Service was discussed with more families now in the Parish.
The correct method of reporting matters was on Shropshire Council’s website ‘Fix My Street’. The Parish Council also used this avenue.
 A written Police report had been submitted- the main success being the arrest of 6 for the spate of rural crime in Shropshire.
3. The minutes of the meetings held on 19th May 2025 were approved and signed.
4. Matters arising had all been raised in Public Time.
5. Council Vacancies- Mark Weston and Suzanne Johnson were co-opted and their Declarations of Acceptance of Office duly signed. Since Elections in May Disclosable Interests were now inputted into Shropshire Council’s Extranet.
6. HGV Parking- the PC had explored local funding but this was restricted to community and education. The figure lacked costings and seemed excessive for the statutory process and signage. Police should not be a cost as we had been advised the A41 was already regularly patrolled. A breakdown of costings would be requested. Public feeling was very high.
7. Travellers’ Site, Tong Forge -the Inspector’s decision to grant permission showed a total disregard of evidence. Property values and quality of life were adversely
 affected. Lighting would surely follow.
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8. Restarting the Local Plan- John Moore had arranged a reconnaissance meeting with Shifnal TC, Shifnal Matters, S Cllrs David Walker and Ben Jephcott (with responsibilities for Planning).
       It could take two and a half years to take it through consultation stages with fears of further loss of green belt land. 
9. Almshouses- an attractive conversion to a single dwelling. To preserve its history a few planning issues were still to be ironed out.
10. Correspondence- the Village Hall had made a retrospective application for funding for the heating system.  This item together with agenda item 6 would be discussed in closed session.
-Notice of Completion of Audit.
-Changes to the 2025/6 AGAR (Assertion 10) were minor changes to Data Protection and a requirement for the Clerk to hold a ‘.gov.uk’ e-mail address
-Hide and Seek Festival, Weston Park, 2026  Several residents present had attended the briefing but did not wish to act as liaison for the Parish which also applied to the P. C. However, as the event proposed would be a major one  we would request to be kept informed.
11. Accounts
Church Clock service (three year term) £990
Mowing Instalment two  £195     Instalment three    £195
Hire of Hall (Sept)    £25      Clerk’s Salary (half year)    £1000     Expenses £75.43
11. Date of next meeting (Precept)   Mon. 12th January 2026

There were no matters further to the Agenda.


Signed:


Date:
