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Welcome to your monthly round up of news/events in Ogbourne St George.

Dukesmead Success at Animal Star Awards 2024 
Our locally based Dukesmead Boarding Kennels & Cattery attended the 
Animal Star Awards (Southern Region) presentation ceremony in 
Portsmouth having been shortlisted as a Finalist in the highly competitive 
category of Dog Services of The Year, and we are delighted to announce 
that they received the ‘Highly Commended’ award. 
Manager Felicity, said, ‘I'm absolutely chuffed to bits with the result and 
that our small family run kennels (that we only took over in mid-2017) has 
managed to see off the tough competition from across the country in this 
category.’
This acknowledgment underscores the commitment of the Dukesmead 
Team to providing exceptional care and services to beloved pets. The 
Animal Star Awards celebrate excellence and innovation in the animal 
industry, highlighting organisations and individuals who go above and 
beyond in their dedication to the welfare and happiness of animals.
Congratulations to Dukesmead from all of us in Ogbourne St George. It’s 
great to have you in our community. 

Village Fete – Save the Date 
The Village Fete will be held on Saturday 21 September. More details to 
follow. If you would like to help or have an idea for new stalls or activities, 
then please contact Lesley Ayres on laayres@talk21.com and put the date 
in your diaries. 
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Oggy Bottom Retain their Quiz Crown 
In a closely fought contest, November 2023 winners Oggy Bottom retained 
their crown at the Midsummer Quiz and Pimm’s Evening held at the 
Village Hall, as friends and residents tore themselves away from the 
current Men’s UEFA European Football Championship for a night of 
competitive quizzing.
Even though a mere four points separated all the teams, thankfully expert 
scorer Hilary didn’t have to resort to VAR. And rainbow-clad congenial 
Master of Ceremonies, Colin, brought complete silence to the Hall with the 
riddle, ‘when Harry Kane takes a penalty, where will he hit?’ When the 
answer came, it was with Colin’s shrewd advice, ‘not to overthink these 
things!’
There was uproar in the ‘Cities Around the World’ emoji round when a 
glass of red wine and pair of lips turned out to stand for … Portsmouth. 
And in other news, we all learned that the penguin is also called a jackass.  
The Village Hall Committee was thrilled to see so many friends and 
villagers turn out to support us, who together raised the fantastic sum of 
£480. This will be vital in keeping our Hall going, so we say a huge thank 
you to everyone who came to join in the fun and for your generosity on the 
night. Particular thanks go to Hilary on adjudication, Kevin on logistics, 
Lou on the raffle, Peter on the door, Sandy and Claire on the bar, Tim on 
mint growing, and our host-with-the-most, Colin, without whom these 
events would not be possible.
And final thanks to our ever-present but mystery pork scratchings donor.

Ogbourne School Report
Head of School Mrs Crump writes:
In May, all children participated in the annual PSA Sponsored Walk/Run. 
We were very proud of all the children, who threw themselves into the 
challenge, completing many laps up and down the cycle path. The 
sunshine made a brief appearance, and thankfully the rain managed to stay 
away. We had planned to go down to the Manor House for a picnic, but 
because of all the rain the previous day, we were worried about the ground 
being too wet, so sadly we decided to postpone this. However, we still 
enjoyed a picnic on the school field; much needed sustenance after all that 
running!



 School Report (continued) 
Whilst the rest of the school completed their sponsored walk/run along the 
cycle path, Acorns (Reception Class) welcomed Little Dragons to complete 
a sedate sponsored walk around the school playground - the yellow 
playground markings were very useful to keep everyone on track! Both sets 
of children performed admirably and were extremely well behaved. 
After the walk, we shared a drink and snack time together, and then Little 
Dragons were treated to our rehearsal for our class worship on Friday. They 
made a fantastic audience, and it was a very good experience for the 
Acorns. We are very grateful for the close links we share with Little 
Dragons, as it makes the transition from preschool to school so much easier 
for the children.
Mrs Procter writes about the Acorns' visit to Butterfly World:
On 6 June, the Acorns visited Butterfly World as we have been learning 
about the life cycle of the butterfly. The children were really excited to 
travel in the minibus. On arrival, we had a snack and then explored the 
Butterfly House, looking for caterpillar eggs and caterpillars - this was 
quite tricky as some were well camouflaged. It was so exciting when the 
large butterflies flew close to us. After this, we watched the otters being fed 
and then all the children were able to stroke or handle some baby animals. 
We finished our trip by exploring the zoo farm. 
Apart from learning about how creatures grow, the children demonstrated 
care and respect to the animals they handled and observed. Mrs Crump and 
I were so impressed by the impeccable behaviour of all the children, and 
three members of the Butterfly World even commented on their exceptional 
behaviour. Well done, Acorns!
Mrs Nicholson writes: On 23 May Oaks went back in time - back over 150 
years ago to 1867 and to the school room run by Miss Squires and her 
sister at Sevington. What a wonderful day of time travelling it has been and 
the best hands-on, immersive way to find out about how school has 
changed over time.



Marlborough Open Studios 
Our very own Jeannette Therrien is taking part in this year’s Marlborough 
Open Studios on 6-7 July and 13-14 July, from 11am -5pm. 
Jeannette is an accomplished glass artist and teacher, glass designer and 
maker of distinctive kiln-formed and stained glass.  Her stunning glass 
forms are both functional and decorative. Her vibrant colours are inspired 
by the local countryside. She looks at the colours, the light and movement 
and interprets it through the glass. She also includes the distinctive White 
Horses of Wiltshire on her plaques. Commissions taken.  
Jeannette can be found at The Clay and Glass Studio, Grey Gables, 
Liddiards Green, SN8 1SL. Learn more about her work at 
www.jeannettetherrien.com
In July each year artists across north Wiltshire open their studios for people 
to visit, meet them and enjoy their artwork. It’s a fabulous reason for a tour 
around the beautiful North Wessex Downs to visit favourite artists or to 
experience new or different artwork – often in the studio where it was 
created. 
The Open Studios weekends are free and there’s no pressure to buy, so if 
you have a couple of hours or a whole weekend to spare then plan a studio 
tour. It runs on the first four weekends in July between 11am and 5pm. For 
more on the event, go to www.marlboroughopenstudios.co.uk

Ogbourne Motor Group Treasure Hunt – 19 July
A reminder that the OMG Treasure Hunt will take place on Friday 19 July. 
This will be about one hour starting from the Inn with the Well with 
questions and tasks for all the family. Entry is £2 per car – however many 
people you can legally get into it – with prizes for:
•  First and second based on answering the questions not the speed of 

completion.
• Best presented car

This is open to everyone – it’s not about classic cars, it’s about a bit of fun. 
We do need to know numbers for planning purposes, so please register 
your car with Kevin Howard on drkevinrh@gmail.com or at the pub. Pizzas 
will be available from Mike’s oven after the Hunt. Any spare funds will go 
to the Prospect Hospice.
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National Garden Scheme at Ogbourne Manor - 24 Aug
A reminder that Ogbourne Manor is opening its garden as part of the 
National Garden Scheme on Saturday 24 August from 10am-5pm. 
The Manor House dates from 1619 and is built on the site of an ancient 
priory. The gardens have been extensively extended and improved by the 
present owners over the past 20 years and include a parterre, swimming 
pool, tennis court, vegetable garden and stable block. Roses along the 
parterre walls and dahlias in the borders are particular features. 
Apart from a rich architectural history, the house (not open) has more 
contemporary fame as the address from which the love letters were written 
as part of the successful WWII deception featured in the book and film 
Operation Mincemeat. The Manor is the most westerly house in the village 
beside the church. You can either book your tickets in advance on the NGS 
website (below) or turn up and pay on the day. Admission is £8, children 
free. Home-made teas will be served. Refreshments in aid of the Prospect 
Hospice. https://findagarden.ngs.org.uk/garden/46997/ogbourne-manor

Little Dragons Update
Summer is a wonderful time for the children to be outside at Little 
Dragons. Spending a long time in one place gives them uninterrupted, open 
ended, play time. They become absorbed in their play, making up role play 
games, incorporating available resources, whilst sharing, interacting and 
communicating with each other. They also love picnic & snack time. They 
have been learning about summer and the changes it brings. They explored 
their immediate environment and talked about their own experiences. This 
included a sponsored walk with their friends in Reception at Ogbourne 
School, to raise much needed funds. The older children’s focus has been on 
their move to primary school. We talked about their feelings and 
understanding their emotions. This helps them cope with those friends 
moving to different schools. We read books, talk about the different 
primary schools and the teachers. This work is relevant for the younger 
ones staying on, but seeing friends leave. In preparation for their move to 
primary school, the children also work on skills such as dressing 
themselves, toileting and sharing. Some are also showing an interest in 
writing their names and reading basic words. As ever we continue to be led 
by the children’s interests.
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July / August Church Services 
7 July, Trinity 6, Cafe Church, 10.00am
14 July, Trinity 7, Holy Communion (BCP), 8.30am
21 July, Trinity 8, Zoom Service, 10.30am
28 July, Trinity 9, Evensong (BCP), 6.00pm
4 August, Trinity 10, Parish Communion, 11.00am in Ogbourne St Andrew
11 August, Trinity 11, Parish Communion, 10.30am in Chiseldon
18 August, Trinity 12, Parish Communion, 10.00am
25 August, Trinity 13, Evensong (BCP), 6.00pm

100 Club Winners 
Congratulations to the June winners: Graham Stewart and Will Sandison. 

Next Parish Council Meeting
The next meeting will take place in the Village Hall at 7.30pm on 11 July. 

Chiseldon Local History Group 
The next meeting is on 17 July in the Church Hall, Butts Rd, SN4 0NN at 
7.30pm on ‘1066 and all that – The Bayeux Tapestry’ by Timothy Brain. 
Chiseldon Museum is open every Saturday until 28 September from 2-4pm. 
On 13 July, as well as viewing the display in Chiseldon museum, you will 
also be able to see some of the original paintings on display in the Church, 
courtesy of Swindon Museum, as part of the village fete. The museum is in 
the Old Chapel, Butts Rd, SN4 0NN.

News about the Traffic Lights on the Old Marlborough Road
Keith and Rebecca send their sincere apologies to everyone for the current 
inconvenience as follows, ‘It's all because Thames Water insisted that they ere 
necessary for them to work on a new mains water connection to Retrievers 
Rest. They also said it would only take one day to do the work. What happened? 
They did about three hours work, digging a trench, then told us they could not 
find their own water main, and stopped work!  We are still waiting to hear 
when they will be back to finish the work and remove the signs and lights.’

Contact The Dragon
The next issue of the Dragon will be in September. To include your village 
news in The Dragon, please write to the Editor, Claire Heald, on 
osgdragon22@gmail.com.
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