North Gosforth Parish Council
Minutes of a meeting of North Gosforth Parish Council held on 
 Wednesday 19th November 2025

Present: Councillor Henning (Chair)
Councillors: Agnew, Duell, Jordan, Linfoot, Loftus, Mears,Rawling
                   Spencer and Wright 

In attendance: I Humphries      - Clerk

	62.
	Apologies for absence
There were no Apologies for absence.


	63.
	Issues raised by members of the public
Correspondence from a resident was to be responded to by the Clerk.


	64.
	Ward Councillors update
Members discussed the need for bollards around the Brunton Park shops to prevent inappropriate parking on the pavements/forecourts. A meeting with councillor Wright, ward councillors and the City Council was to be held to ensure the bollards were placed appropriately. It was also noted that the half hour parking limit was not policed. Councillor Linfoot undertook to raise this with the City Council. Similar issues were experienced in Melton Park.

Reference was made to an item in the Lib Dem newsletter regarding play areas on the Great Park in which the Parish Council received some unjust criticism. Members asked that a redaction be issued in the next newsletter, confirming that the Parish Council would work with and support ward councillors in getting the City Council to take responsibility for the play areas. 


	65.
	Minutes of the previous meeting
The minutes of the meetings held on 15th October 2025 were confirmed as a correct record.


	66.
	Matters Arising from the minutes of the previous meeting
There were no matters arising, not otherwise on the agenda for this meeting.


	67.
	Member Portfolios
The following updates were reported and discussed -
· Grounds Maintenance – It was agreed that the stump of the tree removed from Melton Park be left at its current hight. A discussion considered the maintenance of the site at Princes Road/ Greenfield Road and it was agreed that councillors Linfoot and Loftus contact Manor House to confirm the maintenance of that area by their gardener at no cost to the Parish Council.
Tree pruning was ongoing on Great North Road/Melton Park.

· Highways – The street light on Netherwitton Way had been repaired and the bench on Featherstone Road replaced. With regard to resurfacing, the City Council had confirmed the Brunton Lane bus gate was in this year’s budget with Brunton Lane in next year. The highway adjacent to the Health Centre would be reported again following this meeting

· Great Park – Nothing to report

· Brunton Park - Nothing to report.

· Melton Park – The signs on Chapel Close needed replacement

· Special Projects / HMOs – The first edition of the newsletter would be distributed end of this month advising of a public meeting/consultation regarding HMOs in January.


	68.
	Planning Matters
There was no planning report to consider. It would be circulated to members in the coming days.


	69.
	Financial Matters
Members authorised payments to Clerk salary, HMRC and a donation of £60 towards the Christmas tree.


	70.
	Police Matters
It was noted that little information was being provided by the police and that the Local Neighbourhood Watch coordinator was also not receiving crime reports. It was accepted that it would not always be possible for a police presence at meetings, but regular crime reported crime reports would be useful.


	71.
	Items raised by Members
· Concern was expressed regarding the increasing number of cars travelling in the Great North Road bus lanes in the mornings.
· Gardens encroaching onto footpaths were noted at 15 Netherwitton Way and 112 Featherstone. The Clerk to write.
· Councillor Wright raised the preference to providing Chat Seats around the area and undertook to obtain prices and possible locations.
· The next meeting between Parish Councils and the City Council was scheduled for 25th March 2026.
· The contact person in the Consortium was no longer there.
· It was agreed that a discussion was needed as to how things get done and closer working with ward councillors.

	
	
Date of next meeting
Thursday 18th December 2025 at 7.30pm






