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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 14th January 2025 in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs J Newton (Chairman), C Sykes, J Smith, S Gill, P Venning, S Mash, County Councillor M Hill, Borough Councillor J Shilton, 7 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk)
4764.	Apologies & reasons for absence:  
4765.	(i) Declaration by Members of any interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration of Councillors’ interests and related matters.  Cllr. P Venning is a consulted neighbour on agenda item 5.f, Minute number 4768.6 and Cllrs J Smith and J Newton regarding agenda item 6.iv Minute number 4769.4 having attended a Climate Oxney meeting.
              (ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011,s.33.  None
	(iii) A reminder that this meeting is being recorded. 

At this point the meeting was adjourned for the Public Session.  Please see appendix at the end of these Minutes.

4766.    To confirm Minutes of the Meeting held on 10th December 2024. The Minutes were agreed and signed
              as a correct after an unnecessary word was removed.
                    
4767.	Matters Arising from the Minutes:
a)  Swan update.  The Chairman referred Councillors to agenda item 6.ii.  As the Swan has been registered with Ashford Borough Council as an Asset of Community Value the Parish Council has received, from ABC, a Notification of Receipt of Intention to enter into a relevant disposal. The Council has until 14th February to make a written request to be treated as a potential bidder should it wish to do so.  As previously agreed, the Parish Council will now hold a public meeting to assess the support for this action.  It was agreed that the Clerk should book the Club Room for 10th February 2025 so that a decision may be made on 11th February 2025 at its next meeting.
b)  Sports Club Lease update.  Cllr Smith reported that he understood that progress is being made. 
c) Possible transfer to PC of land belonging to ABC at Poplar Farm Field In advance of a possible s106 agreement in respect of the proposed Stocks Road development a site meeting had been held with Kerry Gentry of Natural Playscapes on 9th January 2025.  A quote is expected soon.
d)   Land fronting St. John the Baptist Church update.  An encouraging site meeting was held with Jamie Cunningham, KCC Highways Officer, District Manager (Ashford), on 11th December 2024.  It was agreed that the brick path alongside the Church wall will be cleared so that can take another look to see what action can be taken.  He will also take another look into the history of the piece of land between the brick path and the tarmac path.
e)  Result of Caretaker Scheme meeting with ABC Officer.   Cllr Smith had drafted a letter to ABC which had been forwarded to Councillors.  Their approval was given.

4768.    Planning Applications:  (previously forwarded to Councillors)
1. PA/2024/2214  Trybairn, Blackwall Road – Proposed Garage.  It was agreed to support this application.
2.  PA?2024/0423  Pear Tree Cottage, Stocks Road – Single storey rear extension with conversion of existing outbuilding.   Although the applicant had stated that this application had already been granted the Clerk, when checking the Planning Portal could not confirm that it had.  She had been granted an extension for comments by the Planning Officer.  After a short discussion Councillors agreed to support this application.
              3.  PA/2024/2264  6 Addison Cottages, The Street – Proposed external wall insulation with render 
              finish.  This is an ABC owned dwelling, and the decision will be made by the Planning Committee. 
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               Councillors agreed to support this application.
               4.  PA/2024/2268  2 Addison Cottages, The Street – Installation of External Wall Insulation and Roof 
               extension.    This is also an ABC owned dwelling, and the decision will be made by the Planning
               Committee.  Councillors agreed to support this application.
               5.  PA/2024/2324  41 The Street – Listed Building Consent for 3 Slimline glazed painted timber 
               fenestrations at the rear of the property.  2 first floor dormer windows and 1 ground floor window.
               After a short discussion Councillors agreed to support this application.
               6.  PA/2024/2327  Coombe Bank, Kingsgate Lane – Proposed 2 storey side extension, with replacement   
               fenestration and stable style door, additional solar panels, detached garage with utility area/office
               above.  Pergola (with transparent solar glazing), swimming pool, and landscaping to level the garden
               with sloped banking.  Following the demolition of the existing outbuilding.  Councillors had been able 
               to hear more from the applicants and had been able to ask questions.  After a short discussion 
               Councillors agreed to support this application.
               7.  PA/2024/2391  Oxney Isle Manor, Moons Green – Erection of carport and porch to side elevation,
               changes to fenestration including reduction of roof height to existing porch and change of roof on
               existing porch and change to roof on east elevation.  Addition of solar panels to roof of Stables
               Cottage and alteration to fenestration.  Minor landscaping.   Councillors had listened to further 
               information given by the applicants and were able to ask questions, they had also benefitted from a
               site visit.  After a short discussion Councillors agreed to support this application.

4769.	Correspondence:
	1.  Unity Trust Bank – Notice of reduction in Interest rate from 18th February 2025.  Noted.
	2.  ABC – Notice of Receipt of Intention to enter into a relevant disposal of The Swan Inn.  See Minute number 4756.a above. 
	3.  Melvin Smith – Information on possible ancient hedgerow.  Noted.
	4.  Kate Miller, Climate Oxney Group – request to fund approximately 3 meetings in the Club Room during 2025.  Councillors granted this request.
	5.  Hugo Fox - .gov.uk website update.  This is now in place.

4770.    Payments for Authorisation:  Clerk’s expenses 1st October to 31 December 2024 £45.61.  This includes £6.94 allocated to the Chairman’s allowance.  Agreed.
	
4771.	Working Party Reports:
a)  Caretaker – The Caretaker had removed and straightened the flagpole and attached a new rope and spring clips.  The top crown was particularly dirty so that was rubbed down and sprayed.  Thanks were given.  Dave Fletcher has given the Jack to the Clerk to repair.  The Van has been serviced and passed its MOT.
b)  Finance:   Monthly Transaction Statements and Third Quarter’s Budget Statement.   Noted.
c)   Planning: 
Decisions received:
PA/2024/1954  Hope Farm Bungalow – Self build replacement dwelling to include rooflights, plus separate garage and annex. Granted.
d)   Open Spaces – Nothing to report.
e)  Highways – The Clerk reported that she had chased Kieran Doble, KCC Highways officer twice regarding a new date for the 40mph and Horse sign scheme at Peening Quarter which had been postponed due to the diversion route having a road closed notice on it.  A new date has yet to be received.
f)  Public Rights of Way – Cllr Gill reported that the fence along the footpath from Archers Post is leaning over.  The Clerk will contact the landowner.
g)  Cemetery/Churchyard  -  Regarding the Biodiversity Net Gain documentation a site visit in the Cemetery extension will take place in May.
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4772.	Date of the next Parish Council meeting:  11th February 2025 at 7pm.

4773.	Items for Information:
	The Clerk informed the meeting that our Community Warden Jo Vos will be visiting the PC Coffee 
               Shop which is held on the second Thursday of each month in the Club Room, should anyone wish to 
               have a chat with her.

4774.	To resolve by the nature of the sensitivity of the next item to exclude the public.  Proposed by Cllr Gill 
               and seconded by Cllr Mash and agreed by the remaining Councillors.
              2025  KALC Community Award Scheme.  Two names were put forward and agreed.

The meeting closed at 20.35hrs. 

Appendix.  
County Councillor Mike Hill attended the meeting to give everyone information on Devolution and Local Government Reform and Councillors were able to ask questions.  A decision has yet to be made as to whether the County Council elections will be held in May.  He had hoped to retire but if they are postponed he may be staying on for another year.
Planning Application PA/2024/2327 – Coombe Bank, Kingsgate Lane.  The applicants were able to explain what they were hoping to achieve and were able to answer questions.
Planning Application PA/2024/2327 – Oxney Isle Manor, Moons Green.  The applicants had been able to explain their plans when the site visit had taken place and were able to give further information to those who had not attended.
Greg Penoyre thanked the Council for the support it had given in funding the meetings the Climate Oxney Group had held during the previous year and hoped it might consider doing so again.
