
Dewlish parish council
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 22ND JUNE 2026 AT DEWLISH VILLAGE HALL, COMMENCING 7.30PM
Present: 
Cllrs W Britton, D Crossman, K Sibthorp and J Booth
Chair:

Cllr Mike Fell
Clerk: 
Mrs A Crocker
Also present:
2 members of the public 
1.
Period of Public Participation
26.042
The trees alongside the Dewlish Estate have still not been cut back. 

Moats Cottage road sign needs to be replaced. This is the responsibility of Dorset Highways, and they will be contacted by the Clerk.


Cherry Tree at Moats Cottage is split and a tree surgeon has suggested that it needs trimming. 

2.
To receive apologies for absence  
26.043
Apologies had been received from Cllrs Jane Wood, Charlie Lowis and Dorset Cllr Jill Haynes.
3.
To receive declarations of interest and review dispensations received 
26.044
No interests were declared, and no dispensations had been received. 

4.
To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on the 25th May 2026
26.045
A copy of the minutes had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. Cllr Britton proposed them to be a true and accurate representation of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Sibthorp and agreed unanimously. The minutes were signed by the Chair in the presence of the meeting. 
5.
Matters arising not covered in this meeting – for report only 
26.046
No matters arising not covered by this agenda. 
6.
To receive the Dorset Councillors’ Report 
26.047
No report was available.
7.
To review Councillor roles for the coming year
26.048
A copy of the existing roles had been issued with the agenda. The following roles were agreed:

Rights of Way




Wendy Britton

Parish Amenities



Davey Crossman

Flood/Emergency Planning


Katherine Sibthorp

DAPTC Representative


Katherine Sibthorp

Village Halle Representative


Charlie Lowis, Jane Wood

Planning and Tree work


Charlie Lowis, Mike Fell

Police, Traffic and Roads


Josh Booth, Jane Wood

Communications



Davey Crossman, Charlie Lowis
8.
Finance 
26.049
To approve the monthly expenditure 

The following payments had been requested:


Lloyds


Account charges 10.03.26 to 09.4.26



    5.17

Lloyds


Account charges 10.4.26 to 09.05.26



    4.25


Lantern Accounting
Internal audit fees ye 31.03.26



125.00


Hugo Fox

Web hosting 02.06.26 to 30.06.26



  11.99

Hugo Fox 

Email hosting 09.06.26 to 07.07.26



  20.99


Lloyds


Account charges 10.05.26 to 09.06.26


    4.25


HMRC


PAYE June 2026





  44.40


A Crocker

June 2026 salary + expenses




283.71


The total amount requested from the Precept is £499.76

Cllr Britton proposed the payments are made. This was seconded by Cllr Booth and agreed unanimously.

26.050
To confirm the reconciliation of accounts and position against budget 

Both reports were issued with the agenda. Cllr Fell proposed they are accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Booth and agreed unanimously.
26.051
To accept the internal audit report 

A copy of the report had been issued with the agenda. 8 recommendations had been made. A full copy of the report is available on the Parish Council website. Cllr Fell proposed the report is accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Sibthorp and agreed unanimously. The report on the recommendations and action will be brought back to the September meeting for review.
26.052
To agree a Reserves Policy 

A copy of the draft policy had been issued with the agenda. Cllr Crossman proposed this is accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Booth and agreed unanimously. 
26.053
To review reserves held

The reserves for the coming year were agreed as follows:

	Election costs
	400.00
	

	Training
	125.00
	

	Venue hire
	600.00
	

	Grass cutting
	750.00
	

	Audit fee
	40.00
	

	Telephone box maintenance
	200.00
	

	Upgrade of The Green 
	5,099.39
	

	CIL receipts
	2,390.01
	

	General asset maintenance
	7,223.63
	16,828.03


9.
To receive reports on the following matters and agree actions
26.054
To consider planning applications received 

No applications had been received at the time of this meeting.

26.055
Police, Traffic and Roads 
(i) A copy of the Police report for May 2026 had been issued with the agenda. It was noted that the horsebox has been raised once again with the Police, and it is understood that they will be reviewing the situation. 
26.056
Amenities and Rights of Way 
All the paths are clear at this point. The field going down towards the Bridges has been planted right to the very edges making it almost impossible for walkers to use the path. Cllr Booth will have a look at this and cut the edges wider. 
10.
To Review and confirm the Asset Register 
26.057
A copy of the amended register had been issued with the agenda. Cllr Britton proposed this is accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Crossman and agreed unanimously. 

11.
To confirm the .gov.uk email addresses and GDRP training 
26.058
Passwords and setting up instructions had been reissued for the.gov.uk email addresses. All members should now only be using this address for parish business. 

GDRP training had been highlighted as a requirement of the internal audit. The Clerk reported that a training register had been set up and members should notify her of any training undertaken. 
12.
Reports from Councillors 
26.059
PlusBus – This is now being managed by Dorset Council who will be contacting each of the Parish Councils involved regarding usage. Cllr Crossman will put a note out on the WhatsApp group to see what the current level of interest is. 

Parish Council survey undertaken by DAPTC – The results have now been produced. The vast majority of expenditure for the small councils goes towards parks and play parks. The Community Governance Review in 2029 will be looking at the viability of smaller parish councils.

The slabs have been purchased for the bench at the Bridges at a cost of £241.32. This will be paid on receipt of the invoice.


Cllr Fell attended the DAPTC AGM. Three motions were raised, one being for rented properties and the new standards now required for private rented properties. This has led to many private landlords giving up their properties, resulting in a shortage of rentable properties in the area. Another motion is that Churches, once closed, can be passed to Parish Councils. This has caused a considerable amount of expense to those councils who have found themselves in the position of looking after the site. It is likely that the funding for the Dewlish Parish Church will last another five years, at which point it may be necessary to consider the Parish Council’s position. 

The work to the bus shelter is due to begin before the end of June. 


Cllr Crossman will send a WhatsApp regarding a date and time for the working party to undertake the cutting back of the growth along the river at the Bridges. Some work is also needed on the war memorial and the area around it. Cllr Fell will investigate spraying the chain and cleaning the posts. 


A representative of Dorset Council was seen in Pound Lane recently and it is understood that the lane is due to be resurfaced but only the current tarmacked section. 
13.
Date of the next meeting 
26.060
The next meeting will be on Monday 26th July 2026, commencing 7.30pm. Any items for inclusion on the agenda should be passed to the Clerk by the 18th of July.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20.20hrs.
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Signed: ……………………………………….


