LEST WE FORGET

Tiptree
Rubbish tip
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25 years ago, Lower Halstow (and it’s neighbouring villages) united to fight the
greatest threat to it’s environment since WWIl—and won !




In clearing out a cupboard this pile of old documents came to light and we thought you
might like a little trip down memory lane and our newer residents might like a short little

history lesson about their village.

So.. once upon a time back in 1995 the owners of Great Barksore farm applied to
excavate all of the Clay from their disused pit as well as the entire ridge north of
Basser hill. Their intention was to then refill the giant void with all types of waste
inc. Toxic from across London and the South East and so create one of the biggest
landfill tips in Europe. The scale of the operation intended was staggering as you
can see from the map and involved an area greater than 160 acres (more than
twice the size of Lower Halstow) and equivalent to that required for 1,400 houses.

There would have been up to 60 lorry movements PER HOUR for over 30 years!
Involved the extraction of 4 Million cubic meters of Clay!

And having removed the ridge entirely, they would have dug a hole the depth of Big Ben !!

The Tip would still have been operational today and
would have clogged our country lanes, poisoned our
waterways, destroyed our countryside and wiped out
the abundance of wildlife and breeding grounds.

Not since the war had our village united and mobilised
with such force and the Tiptree action group ‘TAG’,
was formed by Mrs Patricia Carr and together with an
army of village volunteers they raised a fighting fund
and took the enemy on - head first.

We were very fortunate to have our own planning
expert living amongst us, Mr Mick Drury, who turned
Gamekeeper for the sake of the village and applied his
considerable skill and expertise in Planning law.

But of course, we also had the eminent Mr Bill Davis,
chair of our parish council and Independent Ward
Councillor. Those who knew Bill will remember him as
one of the great gentlemen of our village who deftly
show-cased our cause across all corners of the Press,
TV & Radio - he was a much loved defender of good.

In October 1998, after a long and weary 3-year battle
we finally got the news that we had all strived for
- WE HAD WON and the Tip had been defeated.

Hopefully this monster will never rear its ugly head
again but if it does ......\We stand ready.

Please enjoy the collection of press
cuttings from back in the day.

TAG




Meet the lobby: Protesters hunt for a tip-free Tiptree. Full report: Back page

Don’t saddle hillside

with

ATROOP of riders, hortified by
plans for a huge clay extraction
pit at Tiptree Farm, trotted 10 the
public imquiry with a petition
peciesting against the scheme.

The 10 grooms and riding
instructors from Callum Park
Riding Centre arrived at Iwade
Village Hall just as the inquiry
had broken for Jusch on
Thorsday of last week.

Government inspector Mr Ken
Smith would not Jeave the vil-
lage ball to receive the 14-signa-
ture petition from the girls lined
up on horseback outside the
building, s0 Mrs Lulu McGee,
co-owner of the riding centre,
climbed out of the saddle and
took it inside to him,

South Eastern Mincrals and
Biffs Waste Management's
scheme to remove hendred of
tons of clay from the site at
Fonton and fill the hole with
rubbish has angered staff from
the riding centre, who believe it
will not oaly jeopardise business
at Callum Park, bot also ruln

EKD7298/24a

a tip, say riders

pleasant rides in the area.

Co-owner Mr John McGee
said: “According to South
Esstern Minerals and Biffa, rid-
ers don't use these roads.

“Teming up with the horses
was the best evidence 10 show
that we do."

The stunt lives L

ings at the inquiry, which had
been making slow progress all
moming. Tiptree Action Group
was cagerly waiting to present
its casc and chairman Mrs Tricia
Carr was frostrated at how long
South Eastern Minerals had
spent explaining its side.

moacy 10 pay planning consul-
tant Miss Jeannie Taylor to rep-
reseot them, She said: “It's dis-
appointing how long the inquiry
is taking, particularly consider-
ing the group's limited funds.”

Miss Taylor will tell the
inquiry the 7,000 villagers from
the area are extremely con-
cemned the scheme will rain the
beauty of their surroundings,
threaten the wildlife and agricul-
ture and spoil the peace and soli-
tude of their raral life.

Lowet Halstow villager Peter
Mills (62), of Crouch Hill Coust,
was anc of 25 villagers who had

turned up hoping to hear the |

action group speak. He said:
“This is onc of the wery few
arcas in North Kent with a little
bit of beauty. It's terrible that
they want to devastate our hill-
side with this scheme. The feel-
ings of local people haven't
been considered. I just hope the
inspector sees sense,

The inquiry is expected to

e

® Horse sense: Calum Park Riding School

A RIDING school ot Lower Halstow has
hrought to light & oew angle in the Mgt
» the Tiptree tip.

K‘l:':‘:'n d‘:‘mm Purk Riding Ceotre
John snd Lubs McGee believe countryside
around the slte shonld be med for recre:
ation, met indastry and feed this has not been

fullty explored,

Looking for somoone special? Telephone our Just Good Friends I#xz

R

owners John and Luku McGoo (holding two-year-oid Mogan) boSove the Tiptroo tip proposals
will rién boautiiul countryside. Thery are pictured with Roger Truelove (left) and Joanna Nossworthy (hokding Flossay)

Centre’s new angle in tip fight

They are increaniogly alarmed al propo-
saly for the tip und say their lvellhood
would he seriously affected by It

The MeGees say the proposals show that
arcas of outtanding natoral beowty are not
wfe from development. They say thet =
tightenlng of planming kegisdation s argently
required,

EXBA4TIZ3

Mr McGee s conlident that the public
loguiry in Nevember will officen Kemt
County Conncll’s decidon to refiese permis-
slon for the quarry and tip at Funton,

Liberal Demecrat Tipiree protester
Roger Trwelove sald: *This Is an sspect of
the cumpaign which has not previousdy been
highNghted."

Clay pit plans open
to public cr‘itic'ism
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No-one is better equipped
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Play our great Lotio I
game inside today

Are these eXtraordinary
sights eXplained? — poge 18

PROTESTERS st the proposed
Tiptree tip Nave u\?ﬂy Maches
the dramatic halting of It
NQuiry as a doWberste aTtempt &
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Tiptree clay plan
is taken to appeal

THE COMPANY refased per-
mission 10 exwact clay from
farm land &t Lower Halstow
has anetunced iy inteation to
appeal againyt the decivion

Sosth Easters Mineraly s
there v o plarniog grooeds bor
s applictiion belag turmed dows,

Its detincn COmMEs 48 1O Surpeise
30 campaigners wha are (veparsg
fo Tight at a public inquiry

The county council almost
snanimously rejeciad the plan %o
S Owoands of Wox of Lendon

clay from 160 acres &t Tipiree
Parm, Panton, in Scpecmber

Iwade Ward Ciiy Bl Davis, one
of the plan's cpponents, sald canm-
paigaces were wder no (lusions
2l (heidr G was over,

He said: “Weé e not serprised
by thes ut 2l Now & = just 2 madter
of waiting for the baguiry.

""We do not' believe there s
enocgh demand for the clay. the
arca is of comtiderable landecape
value amd Stckiam: Lane should
¢ bo opened wp | have high
hopes we sl be seocesafal.”

Had digging gooc thead. a l«-y
windd ave arrived o leh the site
avery miaute of A 12-hour working
day for 12 years lprovements
would have hoen made 1o Srickfuu
Lane, bt drivers could sl wse
sltormative rostes threugh vilka pes

The hole left by digging would
have boon used as o tip for howse
hold, commencial ané  tedunirial
wase from across Keal.

Although 27 of 19 county coun-
CiBocs vited against the progosals,
Kont's planning officer Me Mike
Hare sccepiod mew clay sites had %o

Suulh Eastern  Minerals has
highlpheed Mr Hare's belief vhat
the proposal was in accondesce
with the Jevelopment plan. The
earaction”s effect on the covatry-
side and nearby residents were et
costdered over-ridng reasons for
objection.

The company sl clalmn there
® & need for more clay aad landfill
e

The Depariment of the Environ-
ment ingelry is unlikely w0 uke
place hefore 1he summer.

Great sporis ¢
starts on pa

SABOTAGE!

Jibe as tip mqu:ry halted

A CONTROVERSIAL tp scheme
could inchade the dumping of toxic

wastc, Lhe Tiptree inquicy was told —
just hoars before it was postponed foe
si¢ mosths,

A xcheew 10 deposit eaiod Machase —
A nooas Nk sy - (2o the Swale
Eatuary was soother chasge 10 South flas
Minereh' plass, revealed 10 the Emviron-
meet Agenty Jat Sree days defore e
inquiry opesed

Counsed o Iwade vilage dall were
peiend 15 arpoe for and against the propoea!
for clay eatraction end a bedfl! sie o
Tiptree Hill Farton. wiich wis refesed
permiision by the covnty council lat yoar

But the Irqaly was put on hotd aler e
Environmess Ageacy sadd it had sbjections
10 lodge bt had ast tad tlex 1o R
investgats ther,

Solcitor Kavie Leigh for e Agoncy
50 be ted leamed of the changes just
thiee dayr befoce the isquicy, asd Shewe
rased *serioes Conccrey

They Inchaded a peopo
wasie al the 55 hecare site.

Covernmest [pspectr Ken South saic
be coeld procead wihout hesrisg evidence
abowt prowtieg weser vupplies of the sesd
for London clay, He ad delayirg some
ovidence watl] pent yoer woudd Be a wasie
of the and ooeey,

Byt Jeanse Taylor. o expen witsess
beowpnt 1 by Tipete Action Geoup o
represert Jocel residens, il “The rew-
dnt feol very wmongly that the inquiry
corct proceed wiout the question of
seed bong looked at first

“Ariherefore socom & prots waste of dme
and reskdents” money Io Raviag to consides
Al e ofver fuer ax Bere would be 3
sinllar swoust of expese in sly moatn ™

David Plaet QC. for Keat County Coun
eil. and Nicholas Nardocca for Swele
Couxcil, were body urmiking to proceed —
Me Pt besndod Soth Easiern Misera's”
Sehaviow shambelic ™,

The company was fepresenied by Jodn
Tay'or QC, ubo said bis cliems woulda't
l-,cu ® ajouning Il residerts fel hard
tore by N »m(\f‘\(re Wik 50 wiy they
woolld hack down and widhdmaw

THe Inguicy bas been re-schedulad for 17

Tuse. Tt will Lest thrve weelks

0 danp ak

Tiptree probe put off
after toxic dump news

EBIFFA Watte Massgemest Popes O civ-month
adjosrmment will give it Ume W pervasde Canpuigrens
1 the plars area™! 25 bad &5 (hey seem. Thar 18 no
chance of the spplication being dropped. sabdé o
Spok e,

John Dresser. from Biffa, which X working slongride
Soath Bastom Minorals {s the Tiguree proposals, sakd
: llnlc_l ghve us more Sre 10 explaly ings o Oxes e
more detall, w0 hopefully they can sccept mooe what we
W wying w do."

He sdmitied charges were raade 0 e wieme, bat
thewe were %o make # more acceptable. and sald e
Enviconmsint Apeacy was informead imeedistely of any
v finfiags madt while Sifa asd Soxth Easkem
Minerals examined he e,

Mr Dazsacr acded the pontponcmont shoukde™t be 0o

Firm will not let tip drop

maih of & burden 1 local epponets,

‘Revidonts we sot scoesiarily pelag 0 hne 10 spend
mare money because the inguiry dida’s po abead and the
eaperies thil were snbopatad were st mourmed.”™ b
ad

"W don’t like dtirNag peopie and we acceps that
s Socs cause pocple comarn.” he want ea. "Jet at
B¢ eod of De day, Meve's 1 seod, a0 if we wemen 't
confidest that Deve wis 4 read we would not be
procoeding with the laquiry,

""We woshd mech rather ke deen abie 10 proceod.
bt fully sccept the reascns Sor the adjosrament.”

Soud Eavern Miserals was s up Jest for s
proposal. sasd Mr Dreiser. and spectalings in e clay
extraction sids of the plan. Biffa, owred by Sovem Trent
Waser, bOpes 00 musags (e lasd- 11 glemery

‘Time on | MP SAYS PUT WAIT
TO A GOOD USE

SWALE MP Sis Roger Moate labelled the
anl of the Tl'tm Inquiry “infisrist

our side’

THE SIX-month delay could
k 1> e advartage o et
§ Canpagnery, e
chir Bl Davs

The Swale councilier pad
chalrman of Lower Malsiow
pariah ceuscl wid: “The
Eavirvemeat Agescy bas
COme On o &de and twir
RfecTons are 50 stroag, they
“il pat e appedlants to
some Bosble 10 ovexcorse
then ™

He added he hoped the
exare time would deill dhe
actioe growp’s calt ard
caxe Souh Eagters Mis-
erals 8 beck down

"Ondcesly in's dagpisg
oot s its s bt of &
Shapoistment.”” he said,
ot | think we staxd 2 very
far shance.””

koos | beg™ sad “wotrs;

the coancy, "

Mruld""nm.ﬂn\l cor worst fea
eoviroamontal damage —
than we thoeght. It's deawing oot e agony ia an
alarming way amd e actlon campalgn hes to | hold
Contisse for aoother sy mostio Mr Wil

“It's an inferlating appiication and it's ocat-
regroes of thems 1 change It at the ot mlnetc.”

And althoagh many residents reay foed discoe-
raged B) the move, be stressed the Intermbttens
peiod can be put to good mw.

*'We can use this time to prove two (hlags.” he
padd. “'Flest, that there's by o noed for clay, and
Mcend ~ which Is 3 digger challenge - (hat we
@ not want er ewved any more land-F81 facilithes in

He went o0z ""Ihls s goleg to pul great
pressure oo the parishes and the actisa grosp
and ¥ we win, wikh 1" sure we will, serfons
consideration must be ghven 10 e company
paying some of the conte”’

Dismay at
more delay

A SPOKESMAN for Tipwee
Actica Ceoup, which raised |
0000 for an expert wibess z:"
the inguiry. tad o Carmpiipe-
oy were taken abwk by e
decision 10 pat e inguiry oa |

hoer! the
worse

pechags

Ransloy salg
"Prople were »'imnﬂ' and
wocked. This hes beo
for 3 coule of years as
poing %o its hind year.'”

Bat TAG wis tharkful che
isquiry wasn't wplic i ve
which would have run up enather
tefty DIl for &y eapert wimess ot
e fater half

A crishy mecting of sericr
TAG members wias he'd lawt
woek to diacass the way forwerd
11 is thoeght the group will sse
e extd Teve 1o comnlidare in
case
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CAMPAIGNERS fighting plans for a
land-fill sisc mear Lower Halsiow are
sppealing for poblic support in the
run-up 10 the government inquiry,

An Inspecior is set %o dexide whather
Souih Exstern Minerals can dig 2 hage Bole
<a Tiptree HEl ot Paaton to exiract clay and
N9 wieh rubbish.

The plaa was taed down by Kem
(‘.nm[ Cou -olmdthecu:pu 1o, who
bave formed the Tiptres Acticn Group
known as TAG — are desperaie 10 repeat
dhat victory.

The proap’s treasurer, Will Kansley, of
Cumberiand Drive. Lower Halsow, sald
the more Melp villagens can give 10 the
campaign the beter chaace thay havo of
‘m iog the developers.

|Campaigners plead
for support now

Gaxeltodnd:

Yo TUE inquiry I st Twede Village Hall

and starts on 12 November, It comtl
nees from 10am to dpm Tuesday, Wednesday
and Thursdsy snd 10am 10 1paa Friday. It is
expected 10 last two woeks,

* ANYONE needing transport 10 got to
the Inguiry should call 521733 during
effice hours or $40871 evenings.

* LETTERS of objection shoudd be sent
te: The laspector, Mr KG Smbth,

USEFUL INFORMATION

Reom 120)C, Tcilgate Howme, HouMon Street,
Bristal BS2 5DJ. Quote Tiptree Appeal Ref:
APP/E2200ASS 159578,

s DONATIONS 1o the Dghtlag Numd can

be made by sending a cheque, made out
to The Tiptree Action Group, ter TAG, 16
Cumberland Drive, Lower Malstow, Sitting.
bourne, MES TAJ, Alternatively, you can go
inte the Midland Bank and pay directly into
TAG"s account, number 41250635,

I iy -lrt whal legacy
are we lemiag foe the chikd-
ren? " he mied

TAG hes lasnched a
fightung fesd, with a target of
£7.000, 10 pay for an expent
witneas lo fight is case a1 the
appeal sexx month,

The group hopes Jeans
Tavier, of BSF Conse
will repeesent it ullrc
of the iaqulry — cight bourn
a day for two weeks
ber expertise comes al the
hefty coat of £65 s howr,

TAC would like o se¢ 28
many people s the inquiry as
pm‘ Jtm&x_wlhemqn.m

Sevel of opp
\.6- 0 — bt thero sre ol
ways of supporting the cam-
jaign

Mr Ramsley sadd: “We

aquicy will add more clowt
) ihe cave, he consimand

““We hope to slagger
pecple’s stiendarce o they
are notall there on the fint o
bt day."" wid Mr Raomdey,
“a0d the ¥dea is please den't
shout. The impecior Is & vnp
his job and '.-mlbtp ]
poople pet up and stan
makmg a0t

Mr Hansley sabd TAG was
"‘very coafident™ of
winning

")

et .nhA the pol
—.\th, séem i his
L8

work commitments.
“They camshow thelr son.
poct by pultind & leaflet in delivered 1o

Ing a Jetier,"” be said

thelr WindoW Be car or wiit- the surrosedin

seed 0 Ie1 the inepecior MTho latest boost to
know el & ot of people Beookerpaks, a frult-pack|

Yellow posters have hees
most hooses la  maskes 3 site visit
vi

3p &l the inquiry bocsuse of for £1,000 to Tricia Carr and Phil Wissen of the action group.

Action Group's fighting fund ceme !rc-r
business near Lower Malstow. Manager and
waat o object bot can't tum  director of the business David Grogory Is pletured (ieft) pruommz- :h;&: throsgh Sicdeghoume and |

KB4

‘Loerizy will de comming

en waured that there

have t
e s in Skegboame

ther Up In cane hcm:p«‘ff sley weat on, and pureats are  whete you con see S hill*™"
urgad 1o cacomage children he saidl

lepes sod  Lation are a good way of 10 8¢ vax.c.....x.u.u, “If 1t poes shead. all
TAG nrges residests 10 pot  lodging objections. Mr Ran- Res s

lots of faces wt the you'll oo is 2 Gp.'”

TGt 254 St 96.

Has MP-acted
against tip?

1 LEFT the Iwade Village Hall meeting
about the Tiptree tip last Friday with some
anger and frustration.

The scheme itself, as we all acknowl-
edge. is an abomination. There is, though. a
worse abomination. Last year, the parish
councils. Swale Council, and Kent County
Council opposed this scheme.

It would be useful if Sir Roger Moate
could place into the public domain all the
comespondence he underiook to oppose
both the Tiptree and Brambledown devel-
opments between himself and the secretary
of State for the Environment. The voters of
the new constituency need to know that he
was there fighting for them.

Last Friday, at Iwade. and the week
before, at Lower Halstow, the leading
members of the Tiptree Action Group
sought to make the campaign against the
tip non political. They are naive. We have
an MP. His job is to fight both backstage
and front stage both within Whitchall,
within the government and with Sevemn
Water. the ultimate company behind this
action.

Other than attending two public meet-
ings. what has he done to stop the Tiptree

ment?

1 hope he will do us the courtesy of also
placing into the public domain all the
comrespondence he has undertaken since
the appeal was allowed either now or at the
public inquiry.

After the Lower Halstow meeting. I sent
a briefing document to the Shadow
Environment team led by Frank Dobson. If
the appeal is allowed, it will be sent to the
Secretary of State by which time there will
be a Labour Government.

DEREK WYATT, Sittingbourne and
Sheppey Constituency Labour Party.

Looking for someomml? Telophone our Just G

who reconded har sepiasation tumber, 'y
a 9ame po farthor acton caa be taken

ANGRY RESIDENT, Newlgton, Nl
nasme snd sddress supplicd to e Edlor.

Jump-start
Samaritan

MAY 1 be sowed 0 sk fhe yousg
wonas who offored O wae of bet [omp
Teads 0 vt vy oo e Salesbury’s owr
Pk The weather was atrocionn yet she
woppod, faden with shoppiag aad & soall
i w offer belp,

Oue of Salssbury”s securiny officers, M
Juntie Logan, used ber loady end poc tee cor
;\‘3 nesodi ae |y with great coortony and

Somonr § was sorry 1 04 ot bnguuise
the lady’s sume, & she doove off Quile
.\x,vl‘; n:e hough by that time she way

hu;u should she ever find dersell
n I- cirtumpances, 8 Good Samarinee
will come to ber &, oo,

Mrs 8§ DINNALE, Wendworth Drive,
Sittingboarme.

Definitions
for dumping

THOSE who atteaded D pobllc mectiog
u*NW| proposals. teid in Ue
Wyvers Mall i S&m\\mrmtc‘lo(
Xv) TR Bt 00w fec sl 2 guation put by
Mo Susight oo Nhalf of S Ramblens’
Association

Aley poindag ow the dwcats 89 the
Savon Shore Wiy by the proposad 1o, she
wled ‘\durdnmm»dtrwl
for it mfilling?

05 Be finst mxu‘dv\ inquiry &
Teade Village Mall, on 12 November, she
ray have m«'«d 2 Qm thosgh not

cloar one. Was it 0 e

cale Fi — e wasie, or 12
wxmm,h!umnn':iqdrfﬁhu-
from O Coomxd of Pollatice. Special
Waste Regelations?

A 4 revel of Qs deing mentioned for
e Frar time, the Eavirosmost Agcesy
(Sermexly the NRA) asocesced i offic
reiecdion of Dut applicstion by the South
Bt Miserals Compasy, & sejection for.
wanded by rrpresersatives of XOC. Swade
Cosacil 30d Tipoee Action Croup at e
inqeiry

Due 0 what were called 2 “serdes of
refiserments™ by 1he QC mrpresendng O
appciiamt. e fact et e s ¢ lakm
reganding the nced fer clay Is sill wader
dopute ad that some Contmverty SOw
wroends e Wydopookegikal agpll-
casomn of forwardmg thas appilcaticn. &6
nguity wes s ourned s B¢ end of Wed-
nowlay mom afier Uroe Reariogs.

b wogdd y have poee oo loager
dsputing proced el masens — bt for B9
mlerventicn of the TAG represeatatihve
who srpeed terscly: I vy Is 00 &
clay, Bese is 0o mocd for e bole. M 20

Bole, Bew Bere will be 0o space lor kaed
kaflllheg 4nd Shat It the rod of e et

The loquicy will reame, sher all the
dotade of Une revinad apphc siom have boea
sadiod, on Teesday, 17 Jone

One imponast evest wil®' wike place s
1he New Year: Appodls we o b, con
wdcrad, prosema My one by the Soush Fan
Mineral Company. agaiml Be wiringt by
Swle Councll over s Jocal plas o
lmdm atates 80 e Mlls tv.n.‘n Iwade
snd Neadlagion 40 include the Tiptree ae.
You can bewr the dehice by beleg in the
pullle paliery at Swale Hogte, 3t 10s oo
Thurdsy, % Juosry s cae e due
changex, ring 417355 dusisg thet week
conlm the

NO". IOLLTING. Crosber Court,

Fund holding
differences

SEVEN days age. my dxior rcoms
ended et 1 o & comliant shot
condition that wa cassleg mo concen. |
gl of course. and adad Mm o £ad
ol I Be conld, Bow loag | might bave 0
walt fer & comiufeadon,

He whepboond Modway Mv-f&l [

came buck 90 me. sayleg Ik would bo quin
some Gme before | could be see. He ties
wked wheder | would comider a priviie
contadaton | sgoeed and she! hm agas
how loag | meight bave o wal He ieke-
pho«dai: Axh@‘ul-ln-‘u\'n-.a
wvﬂkcmvw'

3 owes | osaw ihe coasclumt, had an
cxaninaon ad wis 1o hat O cood o
1 fenred did, a facr. exion snd semnged for
me o have a soas 10 days Lo,

Todey, & womas friced told mo 0:
Bavizg beea seec by a comssluat af
Madway Nosgind, be Yad 104 her n
D pais she was ¢ o g dhd Dot clem
. 3he whoold ! his secretary, who
would ry © 1 ber in Quichly.

My friend did thin, only 10 be wold by the
secretacy that sy friced would have 1o get s
Tetier froen ber doctor. odheraoe e Songs-
al wonld act be paid

The &iffeceace” Mer docwr s a fand
Bobder: mine by

A W CATCHESIDES, Keycol 15, Sis
Oegbourse,

Gratitude in
road battle

MAY WE sk the 163 sesidents who
sigoed e peduion oppoting te Middle.
tene Ayeose rogoest fr = sccess road
)&tit‘ Middletn: Avecos with Valasie
e
This road woe'd have mesat that our part
of Volssle Drive would have no Yoager
beea 8 cul-de-sac and that seversd of e
would have Jomt 8 harpe pury of
Seir gardess




ZN\C‘}%

Holey roads:
An‘empire

Ar’:-l ;ML: A‘tlo: of Remaobranx

1l todey, | wis e Ganely
condromed by a boie belng deg 0 the
el mad. My caly reacticn
fhis wies sarpcioe tha it hoad (akes v boeg 10
Siggie road op agais.

1 am comviaced thet Sittingtoume hay
Soon desiguaced th Holedo-Road Centre
of G UK and sy person seoding 10 be
walned o s art is semt hese 90 soquive he
BeCeRSY expenise.

B will sot be leag before these are
raough Ml for every Rty paid wp oo~
€ pex femder 1o be sllocsiod coc o8 &
kngtex®® lezse. These will be tasefully
decocated with pocied plar & e
o Sose fodee® « o b a
bekreciuant hole will Bem with
wilet, W which will add & variety of
waner praett end pokdfah.

These will, macaally, be the cdligmory
gromme complete w4 flidhis g rod sdoreing
Sese “agua bules™', Whelans of Queeas
Sorough delng & rearing tede n ihis lise

Serzagboume will mpidly gain fume x
he Holey cemtre of Englasgl, outhas
coomiag froe: farand-wide 10 gawp ot Dem,

el mhlann i
| pochet, putiing
0 Fours of smy foery company poing mm

e

These will be & Hole of the Yeer compe
ten, firg prize deing an alleapeastould
wip o w00 the big bole st Kimberly, Soath
Africa

The meyor’s 6180 w4l be changed from
His Worship the Mayor w0 His Holcyness
he Mayor £ # bishop will be sppotniad.
B caabling Samizgbourns 1o bedoese 3
Holey Sce. 2t will $lio bo declesnd & ehie of
kakmng'n g Gase bl
Sor possority, bolag Sased a5 the contre of
the Hole usiverse, of counse all tis will
mean e roads of Salaghoume wilh
Secome & molorit’s eghimare Bot
will b¢ 3 small price 1o pay for sk famel

M DIDDAMS, Viscent Road, Skring-
bonrne.

Devaluation of
a valid fight

AS chalomen of the Tiptrees Acdos Growp, 1
feel | mant reapond 0 Derek Wyast's leaar
(Eam Kemt Gazewe 28 Sepaember).

e Maies ot our groep i oaive. Well,
we ate residenes of e villages mesrest
Tighwe. wixkiog sogether 1 fight 3 plase-
Ing sppiication which we focl will riin o
fatmre for w and owr clddion suviooe-
merally Ty Tospect

Nisthe Bt some of o — P
Iaciaded == Have Beca lmcived in =
action groep. So wam of @ may well be
nalve. Wa Bave, bowewar, had Se benellt

Looking for someone special? Telephone our Just Good

[LETTERS

of masy pocple with exporisace and varl
o expertiue workleg behind e wenes,
for well over 1 yews pOw, 10 aform ue mod
st 0or cowse.
sk i poly Al sppeiog
write g 2 ;
our view Bt U plan Is an A’\rindm
then later dovalilag the vanl amooee of
volzatary time and elfort we are makisg
We have been In coavint tooh wilh

sy w cdiiche deoagh the Pross, raher
thas o conLact ws. We are oot lewressed in
sooding political polmee. Our sl b5 10
ﬁ;‘rc-!c'lbrfr:nppl- b

Mz TRICIA CARR, chairman, Tiptree
Action Growp.

The place for
complaint

THE utde 0 protect Titee and &
serceeding villapes has boes & penmingly
waited, ace-puty campsign Your readen
will, thorofiore, have boos very saprised
reed De essive. and illformed detier
fom the pective Labour Candicate
rathet spoling s saited froet by
praching e persoaslly

He phad what | dooe in B camgalpn
Lag 8 ephonite thar many poople Aave
m‘u-ye@j«\‘:. particatady mvsters of
e wilm poop. woogly apposed by
Jocad paristes and Swale M. For my
owa par, 1 am qube hepgly 2o semmarise,
for s beoelit, my e oa this

wroee J5 comuirsents ke et pesiod. s Se
fullowing monds [ had 2 lot of comvespoed-
ence with Mirlseers veple g thae dhe spplics.
Uon be called o and with the KCOC (searly
40 emery {0 all) — Geite apant from verdal
repeessatations 1o minuuen &nd W ooty
couccilion, wyieg O the apydicstion
Mhoubd be rgecied — which it was

Afler moetiogs witd Tipwee Action
Growp, | hune also made mive represens
tations 10 Baglish Noawse, Xem Trus foe
Nawere Cosserverion pad, apain. s
i

Peckaps Mr Wyatt will hears Shat 2ere i
Swalz, we cen gosuincly colts (0 & nea-
party basis, parscuiarly when oar 60 viroe-
ment s serdoual) Beeaned

Hie poes o w0 refer 10 D¢ Busselielowa

plancing spplicstion | snended & meeting
srmged by Eastcharch Parish Cooncil in
lanary ol wrped that B Parlibes,

aod ohen, should ak Se Misalkr
al-dn s plasslng applicadon. | thes
suosgly vapporied thew letien, whea
il 1015 secventey of stwe, Ber. 10 my
et B Could oot calll ia e
spplication for Do mme reancos almady
given,

The real polet, however, Is Gt 2ppecv )
wt pives by the cowty coumedl, eontell ed
by By Labosr 304 Liberal colleagues. It
was Deir deciios mad W b them de
whouid direet Ms complant.

Slr ROCER MOATE MP, Hewe of
Cocsevu, Loodon SW1,

Sly innuéhdo
on directors

1 ADREY with Ollr M Joan Newanan fhe
Swale Comncll dhould be grateful w0 in
retising doectons for their muany yean'
work which has served the boecugh 30 well
However, Do sly Insuendo, with which
#50 socks 1 blame Owlr doparters o8 what
50 calls @ beftaing commed], Iy dishonest
Al Uree purties (sl D2 ladependent)
contribuse 10 81 the decisions of the connct
&3 | Samt B8 Pt wind g e e el o
kaow Bow ofiea e Labose and Cosscr-
vative paries vole Sogedter © defoat

Liberal mt inddatves An cxamplo
tecently wiss ouf aerugt 05 give the pebic
& right 10 speak st meetings. Hi e

sl of sevodation, is

Once sgain, our thasks w0 Be wsring
drectors, Kem Chalmers, Koper Colled
Dick Haoman Alas Sadls and Duvke
Thoses,

Clle R CALVERT, depuly lesder,
Liberal Dymaocrat growp, Swale Covacl,

Success story
for Berpul

THE STORY of the fordhcoming sabe at e
Berpel facsory sie (Far Ko Gaveie, 12
Septermber). pave an Imcomect | mgenstion
May 1 put fhe recoed stesighe?

The induatrial costamiantion W which
you eefer was cassed the poeviou
owmers 2nd cocspents of e sie, Bugge
Imecdcides

On ©e domise of Dy ©4 e W
scyuirad by the Condon Saltx Pat-
pership. on whose hobalf s is now beleg
aucGend

Berpul Prodeces lessed the wcs o the
Parmendip Trom 1979 W 19590, manefac-
saring naeral prodect mdhesives. Those s
caviroemenislly wetlly gven, and 50 lasd
constacrination whamoever wis, o could
bave bevo. comed by Bapel Froducn. I
fact, jo 1967, Keae Couny Councl] gave

| Prodects & Envicontestal Awand
for fta saccom i improving the appearmnce
of the Londos 983 site.

Borpul Prodects sscenilly moved 0 s
m:wbm facrory 0a the Parolisk
4 1990 sad has sisce comolidaned
ks position an the commecy's leading sep-

ier of rasun) padect adiives 0 e
oiiding peodects, paper and packaging
[N

PETER MORRIS, Derpsl Products,
Benkers Drive, Eurslink Industrial
Eatste, SitEaghourse,

FROM FRONT PAGE
doabt of the strength of oppendtion
10 the plam. She sl *‘We are
cupharic. We are very pleascd thut
27 vet of 29 councillors voted
nt the application.’”
.'Tn(b« protester, Mr Wil Ran-
ey, saldi “H has been a battle, bat
It b = Battle we have won'”
The dechion (o reject the plan
connes wller the councll recsived
189 Metters and @ J02-skzaature
petition abjecting 1o the plan.
Iwade, ‘Mebbing, 1ower Haiaow
porisd coumcils, Swake Council, the
Campatgn for (e Protection of
Rural England asd the Ramblens
Associnthonm alws oppesed it
Several councillors, Inchedlag
Kevin ODuly, Peter Morgan, Fhie
Lowe, whe represcat the Sittlog-
boarne arc, spoke agaimd the plan
ol yosderday's mocthog

Qllr Rarcle Clacke sald: “We
would be geilty of an act of vands-
fiem spaded the county of Kent |
we approve this plon. There i 3
thme when we must a3y ‘Enongh
enoegh’. This plan wosld kave tre-
wendoun Impect on the local com-
munity. There has boon oo proven
need for thix clay.™

However, there were no ebyjec-
tions in peinciple from English
Nature, (he RSIS, coanty archoce-
togint, naticeal Rivers Authonity,
Ministry of Agriceliure and siher
coumty council departmcnts,

o & A9page report to councill
won, planning officer Mr Mike Hare
waldi I comider that there s »
noed for clay in porth Kent which
cannol be vt from evisting sourcs
I the aren

“Haviez crrnidered the eaniron
meptal, nature comenaion, ugre

—

Gazette and Times 13 September, 1996 13

JUBILATION AS
LAN IS DUMPED

Victory in
the fight
against
'vandalism
of county’

coltural, traffic and other offects of
the proposal, Fum of the view that i
& L0 line with curvent policy.*

In the report, My Hare cutfincd
e demand for clay In Keet 3nd the
demand lor a waste disposal site.

He sasd: “ There wonld spposr (o
be a contionbng need for clay in
worth Kent for engincering pur-

e

“The lacgest element bn the
potential reguirement Is the devels
opmcnd ut Lappel Bank on Shep-
pey, bat there K abo n Gemand for
cluy for National Rivers Anthority
sea defeoce wark and frem Kema-
Jey ML

Mr Hare sald there wan likely to
be demand for up (o 25 milllen
cubic metres of clay In north Kemt
In the next five years and tht the

Tiptree ste woald have Ieen abde to
proveée more than half this.

On (e e of waste disposal
stes. Mr Mare sabd ol domps for
industria], coemmercial amd hoase.
bold wadde in Keat woald be full
within twe years

Although the coumty comncll b
Sooking at other ways of disposing
of such wase, Mr [lare «aid (wo
Juars was 8ot enough tme (0 st
them wp sod this site would help
cave the probiem.

Many protesters had been puti:
catarly upset at the pedendial loss of
the Jocal lamdscape.

1n response, Mr Flare saldi “The
site b not an srem that has been
formally designated for (b lumd-
scape quality, but it s next to and
can be suid to be part of the serth
Keat manhes spocial landscope
wrow

To cope with the additiona) traf-
¢ erested by the clay extrciion,
Imprevements would oeed (o he
mode to Stickfast 1anc, although
Me Hare polnts oot that the comnty
Copncit cammot focce (he drivers of

borries visidlng the site to ue the
road aod xome may chooe altirn-
stive routes throogh mearby Vil

Although the plan by been
turned down, Sowth Fastern Min-
erals can mow oppesl agaioal 1he
decislon (o the Kavironment Secre-
tary Mr Joha Cummer.

MP Sir Roger Meate sabd: “The
waly ponsidle euse (e (his vl exca-
vation would have been the need for
clay. Dut this has Junt nol been
proved and | fmd & remarkable
thaat coumty cours: i} pharssces shoold
have recommmeaded acceplance on
(e haain of 3 alleped need, which
has beew shot fo pieces by the
ebjcctors”
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Jubilation as Tiptree
rubbish plan dumped

o Some of !m mory Tiptrog mm who trnvelied

| CONTROVERSIAL plans
| 10 extrmet clay wnd cevate 2
dump For Bouschodd wante
at Lower Hslstow were
(hrown out yesterday.

South Fastern Mismcrabs
bave bien told they cannot
extroct thousands of tons of
clay from 160 acros ot Tip-
tree Farm, Footon, near
Lawer Halstow,

The bale created by the
extraction of the ey was
0 have been wed 95 »
dummp for bouschold, com.
meretal and indusd rlal
waste from across the

. V-

commnly, More than 200 pro-
testers from the Tiptree
Acthom Groop (TAG) made
the Joarncy te County Flall,
Maidstoow, to hear
councillon almod onaeni.
mourly refect the plan,
which wouk! have meant
one lorry beaving or enter.
Ing the site every minuge of
a 10-howr working day for
2 vears,

A delighted action gro
chairman Mes Tricke (':l‘
was onc of the protesters,
who Ieft conncillors in no

TOPAGE 15

10 County Hall yesterday

EXKAZ2274

What we quote is
what you pay

'FREE MoT WITH

EVERY MAJOR
SERVICE

Prinac fenm £20 00

(A
Looking for someone special? Telephone

1995
rJust Good Friends line

CEmdy Bt b dere w0 say The coueeil's

n‘ﬁﬂr =k s pormencnt Witke
of Patixsmssssy womsie. It i
nechp Bt previpaive of de poblic sad
Vs clacved IGIEALiiives 10 sy which
roles wehere 4o ey,

Mr Croydos wumld emsere that Ns
WAt usdorvand

ROV EMBLETON, East Street, Sittlng.
boarne.

Are YOU aware
of this threat?

AS & resident of the Urowe Park Fature |
receival 3 notiee of » wecial mosdag frem
Bobbing Prrish Coucll

At moeting 1 was appalied o &5
cover thut the Staplebrant [jph roed 10 e
A49 Ia 10 be elevind, Pt n ppeca Lnaset)
1000 bowses are by be bk froen the
rioaay Sne abaming the Goovg 1'adk |
10 Quessicn Ealate and hocloded In I wi
Vight Inderisd promiser.

! Jscoversd Bt e tew AMG
the Wes dcmt Pk Eazuis s
210 8 be edevated

Am\'uoswr) 2%ects Orove Park and
yetal B reting thate were 30 mose dhan
Aot 10 roaddeats tross tis eatate. | ndeed.
1 Gndartond some residents even toee up
e rociees from Bobbing Parish Counci)
Without bochering 00 read Sem Wiile i ds
probably too late 1 do asydhing abuet
roeds It may pos b 800 bage wi regand 2o
the decvng and wcuial developeien
However. t;u.hy rules o the Crove Park
Esue ©.OX?

be

MR WILLIAMS, Qiive Rood, Sitiing-
bouroe.

Rubbish dump
plan stinks

MAY 180k the Pt Kewt Gucnse for i
I\,crﬁ\u"_“ull public meesiag hold
e h‘r.m Mrltv 27 My

Ialfed pecoic 0armad up 10 oppese

Qv." E,;xrv Minecaly’
a1 160 wcres of heautifal coontrys

Ol it with rsbbusd Swale

Cox By oppessd the plas,

ad o 5o 2 cEa00e U0 peeve
pe thee i

Count

«:rh (M you encese
e face of moecs

W o sy ioterevied
P IURS thoir views known, Al
eneny e sddewed 10 Me Hav,
e, Speiagfield, Maidsicas

Lot s 2l hope ®al our part of Kees i nox
being voem a5 & dempiag ground by the
ﬂmu) s plansing comerinee.

CARINA JACON, Ormeh HIl Comre,
Lower Malatow.

Other helpers
deserve praise

1 REFER 10 your Woipege sioey (2
Asgustl beadised Doctor goes 10 the
Resiwe

1 2 oons b0 that the Garely of My
Devid Davies should wish 1o iedorm (he
Laer Kewt Gagare of the drowmusaces

-n.nl Mr Davizy collapre on
Sulpes:ill, Sinisgtosme,

Tfeed. however, tat | mest pecat cut Gt
| wint oaly cos of 2 sombor of Indiyiduals
who $0p2ed 20 belp Mr Davies. [ndend, by
B time 1 urived on Se wooe, Mr Davies
was alrealy boltg elficiently rerewcitaned
bry & messber of the pablic with fient a¢
Bacsng end 1 oune

Unforeassly, | do P Loow Owit
Bames, but | do helieve Sat it s Sar more
frpontane 10 ackaowiodge the effors of
hese people who M mont in e faidal
'!':'llﬂl':p_M. Daies alive
saschuron 16 my Job and it would be
sepeitieg of 1 bad ack slopped ¢ .hr'c Tee
menben of he r:\‘r however, did not
2t 10 gt Sved | canace praing
Ve 80 highi

Iy
MA MASON, FRCS, consudtant\clinical
Slrector A wnd K Serviees, Medway
Hospiial, GElie ghae,

No need for
clay extraction

YOUR roport last week oo Kent Couny
Cowncil’s public mosting & i phlighted the
ovrrs helziag epponiticn Sece s from the
cosmm ithes of Lower Halwow, lwads 2od
Pobbiag 10 e clay qeamy appboatise &
Tiptree Farn

Iased ca Be esticmics of KCC's ows
experts. tere i1 NO need for e clay w0 be
extractod and whiag the appdicnion ks readly
atont |1 e meeey W be made fum D
Al of the site with Somest ko wamie.

Ths cpponition iy not sloply Noosbryium:
B wrea is recopmined btk sationally and
lr':\m-- ').udurrfgu»,umnm

ory burds, The Goseenment's plase
fofl"t Mu(.cc'n.dwh ihe 1de
of Sheppey forms o catem hourdacy,
bocdes 1o davelopaats asd uses which w1
ealuco e regioe — sot lead © ferdher
dopininion

What o lsportast Is foe reqidesss
beyond Sow: commenin W realise St
B application will aiect Bem. With 45
forries per bour. 10 dowrs a day for s
estionted 12 0 1S yoorn, s sive woeld
become & mujer robbih dump for the
covmty of Keoe aad deyond. It will have &
devimennl affect ca Be whole arca

WERS wway
o Royal Mail pen for
the lotior of the

toming in to Postbag and
nula"!m you Inchide your
name, xidress and day-time
telephone aumber, even
where this is requestied not
for publication.

The award would not
normally be made to an

Sellor.

Thete s alveady 3 vigw 1hat sonh Keag s
ncul ad Swale i pm.vl. i e

“hackeide™ of the cosmty. It's roganded as
mmmﬂwm.abw £ en
otber wead of the cownry whish coame-
thcally appe s more atactive.

Bicomieg iy domping groesd would
confirm tis view beyond doukt | would
wge you all i write o the ning officer
2 Meknons objecing lo hisse proposeiy

PIULLE WISSON, secretary, Tiptree
Action Croup, addres sup, o the
Editor,

Do you know a
suitable nutter?

BEC TV's BAFTA-winsleg scrice Mowd's
House Pargy s Bk <o and Noel Edmonds
noadh your help,

Az you lovelyfonigoleg ood 8 complese
e ¢ d6 you Anow somenne that is?
‘e are Jookiog o suitble candidoesy
for NTV 24 Trip tocod the Grrat Nouse,
Do you krow somwone who Is o vl
extrovert and wosld thrive on the
Ademlion !

Lt us know 2 mach about he pervn
YOB W 10 % ¥ - e mee information
YOU 50w U on Wiy You %2tf 10 &0 them
#p. the moee Hiely Bae eyt be a star,

Thace e 10ads Of othr cppormainies
oacpcieg poogic co the how 4y
maevesed Br Soing pars of . phuroga

)
SYEVE HAVERS, Noets Hope Party|
Koom A4, BEC Televiden (
Lenden, W12 7R). le'hm'\.ln
.

St
* WE SHOULD lie 2 ik
uaff of Muesion Jpnioe

kg o and preparing o
whoc

We nould biue 10y mnext ‘&.
0 Ma A Cmy @l My &
orpanduing snd deveieg their time se spoes
o our ool

Geodye — we'll mivg yoi* ol
THE FOURTH VEARS) Msrston

Jwmbor Schack, o ames and addreses sup
plied ta the Edivor,




DECISION DAY
FOR CLAY PLAN
AT TIPTREE

CAMPAIGNERS aiming to
sink plans to extract thou-
sands of tons of clay from
the Tiptree Farm site at
Lower Halstow will learn
their fate next Tuesday.
Kent County Council’s
Planning Committee meets
in Maidstone on 12 Septem-
ber to discuss the applica-
tion. County planning
officers are recommending
it be approved, but councill-
ors will get the final say.
Action group chairman
Mrs Tricia Carr has decided
not to take any chances and
is urging villagers from

Upchurch, Lower Halstow,
Newington, Iwade and Bob-
bing. to attend the meeting
to ensure councillors know
the strength of local feeling.

She hopes as many as 600
people will attend and is
laying on coaches to trans-
port residents from the vil-
lages to Maidstone.

“We know we have to
remain silent during the
meeting so all villagers
attending will be issued
with a yellow protest pos-
ters. It is vital we get a large
number coming along,”’
Mrs Carr explained.

%Cc\%.

Clay dig
protest

AN ACTION group set up te
fight plans to extract clay
from 160 acres of farmland
near Lower Halstow will
hold a public meeting tomor-
row (Thursday).

The protest group. led by
Mrs Patricia Carr, represents
Lower Halstow, Upchurch,
Newington, Bobbing and
Iwade and already hasi the
backing of Sir Roger e
MP and the Council fort
Protection of Rural Englg

Campaigners hope
‘will get a large turn-out at
Wyvern Hall at 7.30pn
impress councillors of
level of opposition.

The scheme intends
extract thousands of ton
clay from Tiptree F:

Funton, over 15 vears.

Choes are i Be et I 15 boomic Dough (st

3 councilicr sdvises fighting 2s owm

orpasination ~ and indelges perhugn, e T

lctring Ms ows sepponcn. Dt & lomst
give Rim some credit — be doe mot
1ndelpe in vilification

Throughout the cosudiation procows. we
made ® shondastly ¢loar that, whatsver the
horis omings of etberwise of Bie proponcd
by pais, fined delSvery depended cntinely
oo de willigoos of the Goverament 0
Jrovide De ax The rowte was peiii-
cised as one tha “the best Cluace of
attacling fusdy™, These Iy wrines el
dence 10 spport that walemest, I My
Fesria had come aloag 10 the poblic meet-
ag he wosld have beand that, Me could
Bave made his “oriteria’” chalienpes hen
Bat ne! He peekn 1o e sevonddand
mxveadiog and siyectine phumses

Whether bis Covernment provides B¢
ferrds Sor the by pads IS Indeed gueaiona
Ble. However, apart froms thelr willin gness.
I iy pretty much oo the cards hat by thos,
the power th &5 20, will not be in thew
handy!

Clir KEVIN O°DALY, Liberal Demo-
crat county councillor for Swale Wit

Hijacked for
political gain

i REFER o the Jener (Gase, 25 Septem-
bet) Eroen Derek Wyst! (Labosr peryy can
s

P

Fooo, Hke Mr Wynt wes ot the Inade
Village Mall for the Tipoee Action Group's
fusdraising eveaing, 1l wad 2 wged
vuamgbe of & Isceress group which chose
10 igtore the polical Snddes bocaans i
soughe 10 fighs for dhe pood of all revidenss
inthe area. You can isupne bow astaiod
the mectieg was thes, whea AMr Wyan
anceptod © e R Ko b owa polical
pumomes Those prescat almont applinded
w20 the chainman sbed L 10 &t down,
No weader Mr Wyant Jefl the mocsing
“with some anger sod Buvirstion™’

Having made & poliical fool of Mmacl!
00 e Dighe, he pow camries 0a by wridag
kson W yw.

A simple message from ooe politcias 10
saoder, Me Wyast — Gndy, that pecpis do
sotalways wamt politics T Joc al Frswes ind.
secoedly, that you will ot be i ad by
snyone fiphing the Tipuee Tip widh your
fechie atzayes 8 Mgack it foe your vws
political purposes.

Chir GERRY LEWIN, Conservative
member for Hartlip and Upchorch

We win only if
tip case is lost

0k 1.

cial? Telephone our Just Good ' Friends line — 0891 212910

Wil be sem %, he hopes. » Laboor Secre-
Gy of Suase. s be & complete fool?

M the sppeal b allowed it will be 100 fate
He ould be belpiag male seee e appedd
s Jost, mher wedisg sy leuery
axhing the MP, As cee who was 2t Se
last pullic meeting. | &a very eacouraged
by e way everyome Is woding ipether
excepe. sppareatly, Mr Wy,

Mrs SUE GENT, Musgrave Road,
Miton.

scial? Telephone ollrsdist Gooe

Than due to
TAG fighters

AS A reuident of Lower Mabstow | foel 1
o5l writs 10 yoo repanding the manct of
Tigtee,

1 was one of the 200plue y«mw
atiznded the peblic soeting oo 13
Ber when Derrlc Wiats offered s services

10 the Tiptee Action Gooap, He made
pesvicaler reforence 0 Als experitece In
modim and peblic relations, Therefire. 1 oo
wis very swrpeised 10 read his deder
pobtished in your paper of 25 Scptember

and can only womder ot Ny motives 1 fully

wodernniand Ticla Carr, chal of e
Tiptree Action Growp. nj‘;a:‘n
Maoate, MP, responding in sach s fi s
ur T laat wocic
W’I n’::“:!. thevefore, Bee 10 thak Tricls
Cur =d oher meabers of e Tipoee
Action Geoep. BTl Davis, Sie Reper Noate.
aad 3l Gose behind the wenes, who ane
devonlag 30 much time and moat Entd)
cxpenis in fighting South Favsern Minaeals
sppiicmion. Nalve cr not. | can ooy
stzfal for &l ey sw doing om
Iy"s behalf |n wrylag %0 tave thas o
area Do destruction
They woa the battle for us last yeur whea
e ocdginal spplication wer refosed by
Keat Cosaty Cosncil, bet e war aull goes
o0 and this tme D¢ docivion will be fimal

We were advised i te public 3
that S0 th Fansorn Mincreds wers ia
3 sivfigice sam o fgin U appesl nd

therefore 1 hope be
mised in order Dt TAO c3a 3
planaleg cxpert 10 work 00 cor bhebalf st e
IQAIry sesl mosth

Mex KBOORMAN, Heron Clene, Lower
Hastow.
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Clay pit plans open
to public criticism

DETAILED plans for & massive Jay  willng o sesde for & conpronie. make Suli vhevs knows W Ox Cousty
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NO to

TIPTREE TIP-

Dear neighbour,

Please send a letter of
objection NOW to:- -t

Mr. M. Hare,

County Planning Officer,
Kent County Councll,
County Hall,

Maidstone, Kent

ME14 1XQ —-,

The NUMBER of letters is
Important. Letters must arrive
by 12 August.

Persuade your in'ent'is and
family to write individually,

Democracy.is judged by
NUMBERS.

Your biggest enemy is

APATHY.

To protect your quality of life
and envircnment and that of
your children, write NOW.

Yours sincerely,

TRICIA CARR
CHAIRMAN
TIPTREE ACTION
GROUP

fpm w Bodbing Villge 10ad todsy and |
Twade Village Mak Dnomow (Thunca) |

- No need for
clay extraction

YOUR report on Kent County Council's
public meeting hxghhghlcd the over-
whelming opposition there is from the
communities of Lower Halstow, Iwade and
Bobbing'to the clay quarry application al
Tiptree Farm, -

Based on the estimates of KCC's own
experts, there is NO need for the clay to be
extracted and what the application is really
about is the money to be made form the
infill of the site with domestic waste,

This up{\mlwn is not simply Nimbyism;
the area is recognised both nationally and
xmcm.mun.ﬂl) as of strategic importance to
migratory birds. The Government’s plans
for the Thames Gateway, of which the Isle
of Sheppey forms the castem boundary,
looks to dev: clopments and uses which will
enhance the region — not lead to further
degradation,

What is important is for residents
beyond these communities to realise that
this application will affect them. With 45
lorries per hour, 10 hours a day for an
estimated 12 to 15 years, this site would
become a major rubbish dump for the
county of Kent and beyond. It will have a
detrimental affect on the whole area.

There's already a view that north Kent in
gcncr.d and Swale in particular is the

**backside’” of the county. It's regarded as
less afflucnt and seen as less appealing than
other arcas of the county which cosme-
tically appear more attractive

Bu‘oming its dumping ground would
confirm this view beyond doubt..J would
urge you all 1o write to the planaing officer
at Maidstone objecting to these proposals,

PHILIP WISSON, seéretary, Tiptree
Action Group, address suppUcd to the
Editor.




‘Rape’ of
Tiptree *
Farm is"

attack

ALLOWING plans to dig out f
tons of clay at Tiptree Farm
nothing shoet of raping the countr
short.term financial gain, according to'Sit-
tingboume's thace county coancillors.

The trio of Liberal Democrat cosncillors
have istuad a joint statement opposing
plans to extrect clay at the site near near
Lower Halstow:

Elvie Lowe, Kevin O'Daly ard Peter
Morgen all believe that if the project wen:
ahead it would canse **many years of visval
intrusion combined with dust noise and
danger from lorry movemens.'

Clir Mrs Lowe said that to even contem-
plate. additional lorry movements every
few minutes would be seen as asking for
troudle. There would also be wider ramifi-
cations for adjacent villages. The knock-on
effect would be felt by Lower Halstow,
Newisgton, Upchurch, Bobbing Iwade and
far beyond,” she sald.

Cliz O'Daly seid he fully supported her
commeats and s#id: *'] also feel that the
demand for tbe 1ype of clay 10 be extracied
has not beea proyed. My information is that
it has very little ©r no masket value. This
Jleads to the conclusion that the main objec-
tive is for refuse dumping,

“Fuwre gencrations Would never for-
give us if we allowed thi§ proposed dese-
cration of the Kentish countryside,’" Clir
Morgan added.

He said from the wgp of the hill on the
Tipiree site you could'see iful views
in every direction. *"The view 0
lend is charming. The abai
life) including several owl

£;,'"." .

-Opﬁn-en—ts of

claypit m+ke
more ground

MEMBERS of the public Jook set to be
given another chance to voice their opin-
ions about the massive clay quarry plan at
Lower Halstow.

More than 150 protesters met county

‘council Planning Commitice members at

the proposed quarry site at Tiptree Farm,
High Oak Hill, to express their anger three
weeks ago.

A representative of South East Minerals
— the company planning to dig five mil-
lion tons of clay from the 160-acre site —
atiended the meeting and was left in no
doubt as to the strength of the protesters’
opinion.

In a report to councillors, Swale Coun-
cil's legal services director Mr Kenneth
Chalmers says a public meeting is likely
before the county council's Planning Sub-
Committee meets to discuss the plan,

The public meeting would allow protes-
ters lo quiz South Eastem Minerals on
amendments to the proposals submitted
last week.

Mr Chalmers says: *“The chairman of

the county council's Planning Sub-
Committee will recommend a decision is
deferred to allow amendments to the plan
to be properly considered, reconsullations
1ake place and a public meeting held."

Swale councillors attending tomorrow
night’s Planning Sub-Commitiee mgeting
will be asked to note the report.

(ayetle ~14/6 /95

REVISED PLAN FOR .
CLAY PIT SCHEMI .~

REVISED plans for the controversial clay extraction scht water waSte worry

(0¥

&)

at Tiptree Farm, Funton, are to be submitted today (N 4 proposen wase digost arcs

nesday).

Applicants South Eastern Minerals claim they

51 3 Tiptree Farm. Hembon, Could bead
11 B wstor contare mation. covacillons
£T have been told,

amended the plans to address many of the complaints vgj _ Cile M Jearie Roaan iold

by
site

ing aypr al to use a jetty.
£ OPos: )

AdWser CHLIT Thurlow

proposdls take into account as many of the commentss

objections as possible.””

Swale Courcil's development sev-

arish councillors and villagers — including a difff} \ico comminee at ks ot meeding
trance, reducing the arca of extraction and withdiy “We eed 1o knuw whether the

L water wder Tipuree ks befeg asaly.
sed and what is in it for the waike of

said yesterday: **The roff femre poacvaicas

Clir Bl Davis added. *“The clay

is not impervious and water will
pencirale it eventually.”

Hhe addod *“The witer ot Faslon
& drinkable st e somemcnt - bt i
there wias wasie on the aiie it s only
8 muiier of e belore B g o
the water,”

The commince was | 2
plans to extract clay fro ﬁ
noar Lower Halsow a
the holo with rebbash

A HUGE plan 10 extract
Lowez Halstow bas been &'2.1‘,‘
eriticised by a council official,
Swale planning officer Steve
Bessant Says the proposal fais 1o
oy i
156 ik 0 s Soemomms s
The county coencil has shel.
ved the application while more
Information &5 made available,
but Mr, Bessant recommends
borcugh councillons oppose the
phan in its peesent form.
10 extract Lond Mx. fi b
| L o0 clay from T
wwoe Farm, Funson, for the next s
years. Over the first foor yeary
‘hywuuﬂulOIijq[y

Gagalle T Jomc (215

at Lower Halstow croek. wh
would be transporied by N!teh
ok e i o e
rubbih. with

Further extracted clay would
be‘lmnpuudon 10 the A249 vis
Stickfast Lane at & rase of about
ulzxriu pee hour,

3 report 1o Swale C: J
Plannisg  Sub-Commi “::nc h‘v:!‘
! says the environmental
statement iy "lnndequutly
brief* In several respects and
cdh the highuay ev ion
particolarly poor™. said
councilloes were likely 10 oppose

the wse of Stckfast Lane as pri-

Clay pit planset to be
opposed from outset

mary access 1o the site
possibility of loeries oo

straiots is order 10 extract clay.

councillors will dis-

:;‘;‘0" h Lane Dot

Jbe company had 9
issues 2nd the probability of

He added. no details of the tem-
porary jetty bad been included
and that this, together with the
large anticipated number of lor-
nes, would have severo. conse-
@oences on landscape and
The dait Eor
Kent Minerals Local
Plan says thero is mo case for
overlooking eovi | ¢cen-

cuss the report ¢
(Thursday). P omorrow
® Councillors have been alerted
lo(lhe prospect of toxic waste
being dumped cctside Minster.
The covncil has received an
;PP"-'“D;G 1% contiave du
urnace flue dirt at Brasbledow
@Y&Bull\MinM‘f
ton mwans tonke din could. bo

officials w clarify the siteation
and will also repoet 5o Plaoning
Sgb-Commitice s mombers
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DUMP THIS PLAN NOW!

Villagers in ‘This is just
fight to block a scam to

clay quarry geta
project rubbish site'
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PUBLAIC anger (s mounting apalinst
phans to dig voas of clay from o
qu‘n ot Lower Halstow

Parish couacillors at Lower Habstow
were doe 10 mect kst night (Toesday)
nd a public mecting ks being held at
Bobbing Village Hall &t 7.30pm tonight

[ (Wednesday) to discass ways (0 fight

the plan which proposes %o dig Losdon
Clay from ISOxn(ovrt: 15-year
peried

Iwade Parich Council is slso holdiag s
emeigency public mecting. in the
villape hall at 8pm o0 Thunday, 1o
examine the scheme.

Bet vome villagers are Jooking ot
Increasingly desperate mcasures 10 siop
the proposals

M. Gary Stevers of Stickfast Lane
sy the scheme rivks his family's
safety bocasse the lorry route serving
e quarry ks just fect from his bome.
He s3ys he I8 prepared 1o take drastic
action 10 stop the extmaction scheme in
ks tracks if commty councillors do
spprove the plan

ﬂ.-mt [Lmul Minerals from Easthing
wear Faversham has agplied for
permission 10 cxieed its clay quary at
Tiptree Farm, High Ok M3, Fenton, to

235 acres, Quarrying would be carried
ot ca 180 acres 10 2 depeh of 60 yards
with 3 lorry leaviag the sie every
minute, The ¢xcavation would be filled
with domestic wase and cvoatually
retumed 1o agricoltural land,
M. Sicvens says (he applicetion statex
that Stickfast Lane would be widened
lbd levelled 80 such & high standard
at ihe trocks serving the quarry woeld

lr.nl ca the road 2 60 mph
*The section cutside nry house is next
%0 a dip which the plans show would
need 10 be levelled 10 allow the baeries
to travel alspeed.'’ Mr. Stevens
explained
“They propose duilding ep the road
leved 1o achicve this which would mesn
the cab of these trucks would be fovel

with my bedroom window. Having a
lorry pass junt feet from my window
every minuie for 10 hours & ds
cely be descrided as a nightma
Me. Sscvens said the scheme will totally

Fury mounts
over village

quarry plans

m«; !

= My, Oary Slovens exomines the "nightmare™
London Clay close to his horno et Sticklest Lane, walched

wito Nalalie snd nd two-year-old daughter Hayley.

bligt ﬂ-avnvcny and raako it -
valucicstobio alsy beliovenhat it would
only be a mistier of tape before his
home {s kit m e epccdmy
lnmcx e

I really don uNﬂl people vadentand
the full implications of the plan, The
whole sife is pex! 10 3m extensi ve mrea
of outstanding natura! beauty and
having this scale of operation mest 1o it

fould destroy s us im protecting
wildhife
1 feel ihat thix is just going 10 be

| h the counci! desplie

plans 1o m-u

EXKATY

ISSN of

il

9 70962 95

tacal ¢ 1 % to protect myy home A e gm
&nd fumily 1 an pvepared 10 take any Dorgess som,
sction necessary.” Mr, Steveas added oy by




OVEN HOB & HOOD £99

WHEN YOU SPEND £200 OR OVER
*SELECTED BRANCS #

AFFORDABLE KITCHENS

Open Tuesday-Saturday 9.30am-Spm
SHOWROOM
2 &7 Hagh Street, Miltoa Negls, Tel, (01794) 420650

Moate adds voice

o clay plan protest

MP SIR Roper Moake bae joleed &
Campuigs oppoilag 3 massive play 10
extend 3 chay quiryy sonh wet of
Skingdcurme,

e has writion o e coumty couneil's
phonrg oflcet. apewnng ho Jogea o
d w:m O Loadon Clay 60 yaods Ceep
‘roes & 160-acvw wite, 91 Tigree Farm. High
Odk 15T, Fumon. Fe dexcribes (he plas o
rdnansaaly Crasiioes

\"»‘lt‘ﬂnb.suillhm wnd Bibding

plansed W cloy evaction,
Shich conld whe o w 13 yours 0 con-

prese. I b bécr vt munad thore wandd be
43 LTy movensen ax Beer af B¢ ik
whle e clay s eatactad

Bn s Jemer 0> e conmy Courstl, Sr
Noger daye ~1an diappoimad o nots S
INGal eboervatiom 0 3ot give amy
Indcwion of B¢ views of o couny
Council and | reienaie may stroagiyhelkd
v that 1y progesal oughe 1o be rejex ted,
pankuiady decesse of e very sorins
caviromments! derape that weald be
irflictod on Evin part of sy Comtiner y

T preseow tha recogtiton will be

Lken of the rererdoce bocel oppost
i preponsd and b partddlar 20 & realxr
Of CONE S omm.

These commderaton Inlide O
natiaval podiy of s owrnping B dipos

Al of mune Bowegh kel the appa ti
offecy on decal roods of 43 v
senemenes por Sowt, e desinw
agioviteral land. the waks of i

ol
= 2w cond it of s peoposal wild kxw
FORae 1o Trerets,

T hope St O sxunty counet] Wil rot
eely reiext e poopossl, bet wil make it

shuadartly (e Owl wy tobmeganet pas
ol o ia ot wwedd e oty pposod.
10 N 4y Terder aoplications windd Se
divcsurnged

Si oper has dvo mate My feckagy
ahowt B phan keows 1 Favisonment

Secretary Jobn Curymer,

The N9* i 0ox ¥ only one svgry of e
Per. The oy plaw
recthved more dun 10D lenens
vt tioes. coe with 150 dgnats
win
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plan sl
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Desirable Semi-detached residence For Sale

This modern home has wonderful views over the polluted Estuary and the
Toxic Tip.

Situated in an area ideal for walkers who can enjoy the Saxon Shoreway and
the local countryside which s criss-crossed with Public Footpaths. Gas masks
and protective clothing are available at local shops and post offices,

Despite the dangers and noise of between 40 and 60 heavy lorries per hour
during the day (Mondays - Saturdays only), at nightime and on Sundays the

area is very peaceful. Most birds and wildlife have either been frightened
away or poisoned.

Price was £90,000.00 Now reduced to £45,000.00 for quick Sale (offers
eagerly considered)

.... It could be your house.

ST+ MARGARST'S 5 OCTOBER 1996
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CPCSED CLAY BIFRACTION AXD TIP SITS AT
OR ARCTHER. The firet item this month
obary of the Tiptroe Action G.r.".x_-. The Sditor
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