[bookmark: _Hlk63157061]Longframlington Parish Council

MINUTES OF MEETING

	Meeting on:		7th September 2022
	Meeting at:		The Memorial Hall, Longframlington	
	Meeting time:		7.00 p.m.
Present: 	Cllrs: Gillian Apthorpe (GA), Graham Fremlin (GF) - Chair, Diane Lakey (DL), Gillian Nelless (GN), Natalie Taylor (NT), Dave Wellden
	In attendance:		Nigel Fisher (NF)- NCC Civil Contingencies, NCC, Clerk
The meeting opened at 7.01 p.m. 

1) Apologies for Absence – None 
2) Table Urgent Business to be discussed in 20 below 
i. [bookmark: _Hlk113193521]Request for party on King George V playing field 23rd September 2022
3) Declaration of Interests - None 
4) Gifts & Hospitality - None 
5) [bookmark: _Hlk112753379][bookmark: _Hlk113192801]Longframlington Emergency Planning (LEAP)(Part A): Nigel Fisher Civil Contingencies Officer, Civil Contingencies Team (CCT), Northumberland County Council informed the Council that the draft Longframlington Emergency Action Plan was indeed a good plan. The CCT were working with RAYNET (UK’s national voluntary communications service provided for the community by licensed radio amateurs) to discuss how local councils/emergency planning groups could be provided with amateur radios to communicate with CCT and emergency services at times when other forms of communication were down. Currently Northern Powergrid were carrying out a pre-assessment of premises for potential generator connection and the Memorial Hall was to be included. A new national alert system using access via mobiles was to be introduced in October. Everyone in the UK having a mobile would be contacted by this automatic system (unless they opted out) and this would alert 85% of the population (details at https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-62549122). 
The next stages for the LEAP would be:
i. For the PC and LEAP group to develop a ‘Walk-Through’ of the Plan. Once developed the CCT would attend an actual Walk-Through event and provide advice and support
ii. Assign responsibilities, identified in the Plan, to Volunteers 
iii. Identify items for a Grab Box and other necessary equipment and resources. Grab box contents to include: wind-up torches and radios, comprehensive First Aid kit, emergency foil blankets (NCC will if required provide woollen blankets, sleeping bags, camp beds and hygiene kits), non-perishable goods, games/entertainment packs.
iv. Church halls to undertake a simple registration as Emergency  Hubs if they so wish.
v. Discuss funding opportunities including Early Applications for Energy Resilience Grant Funding to Northern Powergrid. The CCT would support a LEAP application and coordinate any other necessary support statements from the Local Resilience Forum and other services.
vi. Nigel to provide the Clerk with information regarding the Community Risk Register.
The Chair thanked Nigel for his attendance. Further matters regarding LEAP to be discussed under Agenda Item 18.
NF left the meeting at 7.20 p.m.
6) Community Police Report- July/August 2022 There had been no crimes reported in the Longframlington area between 01/07/22 – 07/09/22 which would have a wider community impact. The significant increase in global fuel prices was now resulting in consequent increase in fuel thefts. Reports across the country indicated that offenders were becoming more organised and using sophisticated methods to remove large amounts of oil. Northumbria Police were aware and conducting increased patrols targeting areas where fuel is stored. There was a dedicated trigger plan should a report of fuel theft occur within the area. Neighbourhood Officers were conducting regular patrols in rural areas to target anti-social behaviour caused by off road motorbikes. Residents were encouraged to report any suspicious activity or anti-social behaviour via 101 or web submission. Officers would continue to provide enhanced, visible patrols in the village.
7) County Councillors Report - None 
8) Minutes of Previous Meeting - The minutes of the meeting held on 6th July 2022 were reviewed, unanimously approved as a true record and signed as such. Proposed DL, Seconded GN, All in Favour.
9) Housekeeping Issues 
10) Matters Arising out of Minutes - To receive updates on the following matters not appearing elsewhere on the agenda:
i. Councillor Vacancies. Members had been asked to consider possible individuals to be approached to fill the remaining vacancy. NT reported that she was in the process of talking with a possible applicant.
ii. Traffic calming measures - Rothbury Rd. A further survey of the road had been undertaken but the report had not been issued. The PC had received a concern from an elderly resident regarding the traffic problems at the junction of the Rothbury Road and A697. The situation was worsening and becoming very dangerous for the elderly, infirm and children. Members agreed that there was little merit in approaching NCC again as all options had been previously explored but felt that an approach to the Police might be beneficial. The Clerk was asked to write to the Police to ask for guidance as to what can be done and what they  might be able to do to inform and educate people of the dangers at this particular junction. Particularly the PC was concerned about parking at the junction and driving at speeds not appropriate for the situation.											Action: Clerk
iii. New School in Longframlington. Clerk had written to TT asking for further information re the New School Campaign group and the meeting on 25th July but received no response. It was reported that a number of campaign meetings had taken place but no information on these had been provided to the Council. Cllr Thorne had not attended the last two PC meetings. Members were very frustrated that they were being denied the opportunity to discuss and share with him important matters concerning the community and instructed the Clerk to write to him to this effect and to inform him that if he was unable to communicate with the Council then they would have to ask for a response through the Leader of the Council. 										 Action: Clerk
iv. Installation of Electricity to bus shelter/Xmas tree.  NCC had only recently received the feeder pillar. They were booked in for installation Tuesday , 13th September. It was expected to take only the one day to install , lay and terminate cables , and if time allows bulkhead to the bus shelter.  If not, they would call back and fit as soon as possible afterwards. It was agreed to ask Carr’s Corner to refrain from storing shop-related materials within the bus shelter.		Action: Clerk
11) Meetings to Attend / Attended . GF/DW had met with Cussins but the meeting was a waste of time as NCC had not responded to the request for further clarification concerning the planning condition with respect to the bust stops. It had been made clear to that the PC didn’t want bus stops installed until a bus service was in operation.
12) Finance
i. Notification of receipts since the last meeting  Approved.
	06/06/2022
	Barclays Bank
	
	A/c 30586455 Interest 7 Apr -5 Jul
	0.46

	21/07/2022
	Strettle N/Cl
	
	Skelly memorial
	80.00

	03/08/2022
	HMRC Vtr Xsv/02843
	
	VAT Refund
	3863.54

	30/08/2022
	Art of Stone Memorials
	
	Hugh Barraclough memorial
	100.00

	19/08/2022
	William Purves
	
	Elsie Margaret Johnson  burial
	200.00

	31/08/2022
	William Purves
	
	Valerie Firman burial
	400.00

	31/08/2022
	Susan Hall
	
	Purchase / fitting plaque. T Hall
	63.00

	02/09/2022
	NCC Ref 5045053
	
	Precept Second Half
	10000.00

	
	
	
	Total
	14707.00


ii. Approval of Clerk’s salary, expenses, PAYE & NI and approval of Other Payments since the last meeting  Approved.
	06/07/2022
	Gavin Christie
	Maintenance
	448.00

	18/07/2022
	P.M. Grint
	Memorial Plaque for Tony Hall
	53.00

	19/07/2022
	A1 Events
	Hire Bouncy Castle. End of year kids party
	228.00

	30/06/2022
	British Gas A/C600689588
	Electricity Sportscourt 28 May- 28 Jun
	19.66

	01/08/2022
	British Gas A/C600689588
	Electricity Sportscourt
	16.38

	01/08/2022
	Garth Rhodes remuneration
	Playdale x2 flat packed swing seats
	194.30

	01/08/2022
	Garth Rhodes remuneration
	Amazon Surveyors Line Marker
	9.57

	01/08/2022
	Robson & Cowan
	 Hotpoint Cooker HDM677GOCCW
	539.00

	01/08/2022
	G Rhodes
	Salary & Expenses  
	333.02

	01/08/2022
	HMRC
	PAYE  
	82.60

	24/06/2022
	ICO
	ICO Certification 2022
	35.00

	31/08/2022
	HPE Services
	Installation of cooker memorial Hall
	410.00

	02/09/2022
	G Rhodes
	Salary & Expenses  
	185.37

	02/09/2022
	HMRC
	PAYE  
	45.60

	22/08/2022
	Longfram Memorial Hall
	Meeting room and records rent
	320.00

	
	
	Total
	2919.5


iii. Requests for donations: Longframlington Memorial Hall:  Request for funding to purchase large screen and stand was not approved.  									 	 Action: Clerk
iv. Bank Reconciliation to 4th September 2022. Approved.
	
	
	
	
	£

	Balance per bank statements
	Community account
	
	58104.27

	as at 25th August 2022
	Business Saver
	
	6105.38

	
	
	
	
	64209.65

	Less unpresented cheques
	31/08/2022
	HPE Services
	410.00
	

	
	02/09/2022
	G Rhodes
	185.37
	

	
	02/09/2022
	HMRC
	45.60
	

	
	
	
	
	640.97

	Uncredited Deposits
	30/08/2022
	Art of Stone Memorials
	100.00
	

	
	31/08/2022
	William Purves
	400.00
	

	
	31/08/2022
	Susan Hall
	63.00
	

	
	02/09/2022
	NCC Ref 5045053
	10000.00
	10563.00

	Balance
	
	
	
	74131.68

	Balance per cash book
	
	
	
	74131.68



v. Memorial Hall (LMH) room and storage rent and donation arrangements.  The invoice of £320 for 2022/23 financial year for the room rental for 11 meetings plus £100 for records storage had been paid. The annual direct debit to LMH of £400 which had been paid as a grant had been cancelled.
vi. Option to opt out of the SAAA central external auditor appointment arrangements. The new 5- year external auditor period to commence this year. All smaller authorities were opted into the central SAAA procurement of external auditors by default. Members agreed to remain within the central SAAA procurement arrangements.
13) Allotments
i. Management including:
a. Condition of Allotment 10b. Clerk had written to tenant and GF had spoken with her. She had agreed to give up her plot and time had been allowed for the removal of plants. A new tenant will be appointed in October. Currently there were 5 people on the waiting list.							Action: GF
b. [bookmark: _Hlk113196296]To reconsider allowing greenhouses on the allotments:  A request from a tenant to reconsider the rules concerning greenhouses had been received. Members discussed this at length as there were a number of important issues including health & safety, views of residents and other tenants etc. It was agreed to investigate this matter further. DW/GN agreed to do this and report back with recommendations at the next meeting. Clerk to reply to tenant to this effect and provide links to research on greenhouses on allotments.		                    Action: DW/GN/Clerk
c. Naming of Allotments: GF had spoken to Andrea Munro who had agreed to the naming of the allotments in memory of Cllr John Munro. It was agreed that the allotments would be known as the Alexander JOHN Munro Allotments and a plaque to this effect would be put in place. GA agreed to produce some designs for the next meeting.      												     Action: GA
ii. Maintenance. No outstanding issues.
14) King George V Playing Field including:
i. Clerk’s weekly/monthly Inspection report. No issues to report.
ii. Update on repairs and follow up to RoSPA inspection.  Clerk had received advice re signage and inspection of swing basket from the RoSPA inspector. Clerk had written to ask for quotes for the required signage but had not received a response. Clerk to follow up.									 Action: Clerk
15) Planning 
i. To note any planning issues since previous meeting.
	Reference
	Address
	Status
	Parish Council Position

	21/01648/VARYCO
	Land North of Fairfields 
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details

	21/04515/REM
	Former Quarry Land East of Framhill Farm 
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details 

	22/00190/VARYCO
	Land North of Fairfields L 
	Permitted
	See previous minutes for details

	22/00191/VARYCO
	Land North of Fairfields 
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details

	22/00248/FUL
	Atheys Moor Airfield 
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details

	22/00585/FUL 
	Coquetdale House Rothbury Road. 
	Permitted
	See previous minutes for details

	22/00590/FUL
	Canada Farm Longframlington. 
	Permitted
	See previous minutes for details 

	22/01371/FUL
	Low Town Longframlington
	Permitted
	See previous minutes for details

	22/01876/FUL
	Land West Of The Stables Embleton Hall Front Street 
	Application
	See previous minutes for details

	22/02674/PRUTPO
	Hall Hill Farm Hall Hill Cottages Tree Preservation Order
	Registered
	The Parish Council has no objection to this application provided that the NCC tree preservation inspector has confirmed, that because of its condition, the tree needs to be cut back to a monolith.

	22/02811/S106A
	Land North Of Fairfields 
	Registered
	Support  application but would like planning condition that housing be offered to people with genuine connections to the village before people in wider Northumberland.

	22/02631/FUL
	Land North West Of The Dairy Low Town Farm 
	Registered
	Support application

	22/02819/FUL
	Dene House Farm Cottages. Single detached bungalow (restricted occupancy over 55 years old)
	Registered
	Longframlington Parish council Object to this application on the following grounds. The site is located outside the village boundary and over 1Km from the main village services. The location is classified as countryside and adding to the existing development would serve to urbanise the area. This would not satisfy the Longframlington Neighbourhood plan (LNP) policies for location and design. The site is served by a narrow singletrack road which can be difficult to traverse in poor weather conditions particularly ice and snow, thereby isolating residents even further from the village services and the severe weather support that is planned for the village. Housing for older residents would be better suited within the village boundary. Although the LNP and the Northumberland Local Plan make provision for rural exception sites on the periphery of the village, that meet local needs, the Parish council considers that this application does not fulfil the criteria.

	22/01101/FUL
	North End Farm North End Dairy Lane 
	Permitted
	See previous minutes for details



ii. Meeting re Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs). GF/GN had met with the NCC tree preservation officer who reported that there were several trees in the village that should be protected. Most of the current Northumberland TPOs (268) which had been approved where not in force, as NCC had failed to confirm the orders. TPOs could be approved for single trees or whole woodlands. Process involved identifying trees; marking them on a map and submitting map to Central Planning with reasons why individual or groups of trees should be awarded a TPO. Anyone could submit a TPO application. Given that there were so few trees in the village currently protected it was agreed that the PC would need to act quickly to register trees within the Parish. Actions were deferred to item 21 below.				
16) Cemetery issues:
i. Burials/Ashes internments. 
a. Elizabeth Margaret Johnson burial  (plot 305 buried 12/08/2022) – Paid in Full
b. Valerie Firman (plot 233. Buried 25/08/2022) – Paid in Full
c. Louise Hiles - request for purchase of burial space for interment of cremated remains of her parents Gavin & Fiona Findlay. Paid in Full.
ii. Memorial applications. 
a. Hugh Barraclough Appendix 5 – Paid in Full. Not to be erected until December 2022. Family wished to conclude all organisational/financial transactions at this point.
b. Fiona & Gavin Findlay. A request that once headstone was in place (in 12 -16 weeks), the remains to be interred in two separate caskets was approved. Paid in Full
iii. Maintenance. GF/Clerk had reviewed and set plot markers for cremation plots and an online record for memorial plaques had been set up.
iv. Cemetery Extension The solicitor had written to say that NCC had formally agreed to the Form of Transfer. There were three indemnity clauses to which the LPC members agreed. The solicitor had submitted the wrong document instead of the Transfer of Title for completion and GF would request the correct form in his response to her. The Land Registry were insisting on a confirmation by a solicitor of the status and identity of the Chair of Brinkburn & Hesleyhurst PC. Clerk to ask Allison Davies if she would be willing to do this and to make necessary arrangements for the document completion. 											            Action: GF/Clerk
17) Action Plan – July 2022
i. FramNews Article required re snow/ice teams, gritting and community responsibility for grit spreading 
ii. FramNews Report – identify councillor to write it
DL agreed to write the FramNews report to include:
· Gritting etc
· Longframlington Emergency Action Plan and volunteers
· Longframlington Climate Chane Action Plan & Sub- committee					Action: DL



Main Issues 
18) Longframlington Emergency Planning (Part B):
i. Follow up actions from discussion with Nigel Fisher. It was agreed to call a meeting of the wider LEAP group (including all LPC) w/b 19th September to take forward the actions agreed with NF (see Item 5). It was agreed to include an update on the Plan in the next Parish Council report in the FramNews and to include a request for volunteers to register their interest through the Clerk. GF/Clerk to meet to plan meeting and develop volunteer roles.	 Action: GF/Clerk/All
ii. Feedback from the three participating hubs:
a. The Memorial Hall. At present, the Hall’s trustees were gathering information to be used to make informed decisions about developing the resilience of the Hall so that it was ready for use during emergencies. A detailed report had been submitted to the Parish Council which would be fed into the development of the LEAP. A comprehensive Energy Audit and Renewable Options Appraisal was ongoing. Once the report has been received, it would place the Hall in a better position to apply for further resilience funding. Confirmation had been received that: the Hall would be willing/able to open up its provision to other parishes in times of emergency, the new gas cooker had been installed and the Hall has registered with the Northumberland Warm Spaces & Places
b. United Reformed Church -The decision of the URC was that, due to the age of the kitchen and appliances and also as none of the Church folk had a current food hygiene qualification, they didn't feel able to offer the Church premises as an emergency hub. However, they were able to offer storage space as and when required.  They were also keen to offer themselves as volunteers at other locations as and when required. 
c. St Mary’s Church was happy to be included in opening up to give accommodation to other parishes if needed in an emergency
iii. Northern Powergrid – Early Applications for Energy Resilience Grant Funding. NP were establishing a charitable foundation to administer £7.5m of grant funding for our region, with a particular focus on improving energy resilience during emergency events. Ahead of the formal launch of the Northern Powergrid Foundation were seeking early application enquiries via MPs, local authorities and Local Resilience Forums in the areas worst affected by the storms last year. Grants of £1,000 to £20,000 would be made available to organisations through the Foundation, with a focus on supporting energy resilience during emergency events. No closing date for applications had been given. 
19) Delegated powers decisions were reported on:
i. Hire of bouncy castle for end of school year party on the  King George V Playing Field. A delegated powers decision was agreed by the Chair, Clerk and Councillor Gillian Nelless to use of a bouncy castle on the village green beside the play park on Friday 22/7/22 for the end of school year picnic party in the park. They also agreed that the PC pay for the hire charges for the bouncy castle (£220 VAT inclusive).
ii. Swarland FC use of King George V Playing field. Approval given to Swarland FC to play a small number of pre-season friendly games whilst their own pitch was undergoing maintenance. 
20) Longframlington Open Gardens 2023. See Appendix 4.  A request for support, advice and permission to run this fund-raising event in aid of funds for the URC, St Mary’s Church and the Memorial Hall had been received. Members were very supportive of this venture and keen to assist where they could. Specifically:
i. Car Parking:  The Council would possibly be able to assist by providing overflow parking on the Dog Walking field but this would be dependent on weather conditions, as the field can get boggy when very wet.
ii. Traffic Control & Signage for Traffic: This would be a County Council matter and possibly the Police, dependent upon the extent of  requirements.
iii. Siting for Advertising: Again, if on the public highway this would be a County Council matter, if on private land this would mean approaching the landowner. 
iv. Start-up Grant:  The Parish Council did support ventures of this nature. However, they would need a worked-up proposal defining an amount to be asked for outlining what and how the money was to be used. The PC would not simply provide a lump sum without detail. 
v. With respect to the link between the venture and the Parish Council. This would not be a requirement of the PC. The point of contact for anything which has an impact on parish council matters or require council support would be through the Clerk. As a council with an extensive brief and ,whose members were themselves volunteers, it did not normally engage directly with organisational activities, although individual members may well do so.
21) Recommendations for a Longframlington Climate Change Action Plan.  In support of its existing Environmental Policy, the Members agreed the following:
i. Longframlington PC Climate and Biodiversity (Environmental) Emergency Declaration
Longframlington Parish Council recognises that a climate emergency has been declared at a national and regional level. In addition, the Parish Council is aware of the wider environmental issues facing the local area such as biodiversity, land use, light pollution and flood mitigation.
The Parish Council appreciates its responsibility to provide leadership and model best practice both in regard to Council activities and through disseminating information and support to the wider community.
AIMS
1.    In all its activities the Parish Council will aim to make a positive contribution to protecting and enhancing the local environment.
2.    The Parish Council will manage the land under its control in a way which positively promotes biodiversity and mitigates as far as possible the effects of local flooding.

3.	The Parish Council will inform, encourage, and support, the wider community with regard to environmental issues, allowing others to save energy (and correspondingly, save money), enhance their immediate environment, and reduce their wider environmental impacts.
Proposed DL, Seconded NT, All in Favour.
ii. [bookmark: _Hlk113706626]To establish a Climate Change Sub-Committee	(CCSC) and produce Terms of Reference for the next meeting.         											               Action: DL/NT
iii. To make application for trees from the NCC Tree Giveaway Scheme.			     Action: DL/NT/CCSC
iv. To carry out an assessment of trees/woodland for application to NCC for TPOs as quickly as possible.        												     Action: DL/NT/CCSC
v. To identify areas for wild flower sowing and tree planting (including A697 into the village from the South) and begin implementation. To inform Clerk of wild flower borders not to mowed, to be reported to Local Services for inclusion in their register of areas not to be mowed.						     Action: DL/NT/CCSC
22) NCC Tree Giveaway. The Climate Change Team at NCC had launched the free tree giveaway and asking if we can promote this through their promotional toolkit. It was giving away 10,000 trees with eight different species and Parish Councils were eligible to apply. See item 21 above.
23) New Chief Officer: Northumberland Association of Local Councils. Graeme Popay had now started as the new NALC Chief Officer taking over from Stephen Ricketts.
24) Any Urgent Business - To hear any other urgent matters councillors have raised in 2 above.
i. Request for party on King George V playing field 25th September 2022  Approved.			Action: Clerk
25) Agenda Items for, and Date of Next Meeting 
i. Agenda Items: May Bank Holiday Village Event 2023
ii. Date of Next Meeting : Wednesday 5th October 2022 at 7.00 p.m.

The meeting closed at 10.25 p.m.


 Garth Rhodes – Parish Clerk, 5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, Northumberland NE65 8AB.  E-mail longframlingtonpc@gmail.com
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