
Haltwhistle Town Council – Minutes of Meeting held on 12th May 2025
Venue: Haltwhistle Library, First Floor
Time: 6.00pm – 8.25pm
Present: Cllr A Sharp (Chair), Cllr M Ridley (Vice-Chair), Cllr A Cheverst, Cllr S Nixon, Cllr K Teasdale, Cllr G Heppell, Cllr J Sheils, Cllr A Howells, Cllr D Rogan-Mackie, Cllr S Dalglish
Also Present: Cllr Rachel Mathieson (County Councillor)
Clerk: Emma Ackroyd

89/25 Election of Officers
89/25.01 Election of Chair – Proposed: Cllr G Heppell, Seconded: Cllr M Ridley – Cllr A Sharp elected unanimously.
89/25.02 Election of Vice-Chair – Proposed: Cllr K Teasdale, Seconded: Cllr D Rogan-Mackie – Cllr M Ridley elected unanimously.

90/25 Apologies for Absence – Apologies received from Cllr J Sheils.

Chairman's Report – Cllr A Sharp read his annual report, highlighting the appointment of several new councillors and offering tributes to the late Cllr David Hardy and retiring councillors Julia Hunter and Marie Bowes. He outlined significant achievements including park improvements, new facilities at the Leisure Centre, ongoing Borderlands and Neighbourhood Plan projects, and noted substantial donations to community groups. He thanked volunteers and council staff for their continued support.

91/25 Appointments to Outside Bodies and Committees
91/25.01 Haltwhistle & District Joint Burial Committee – Appointed: Cllrs A Sharp, D Rogan-Mackie, and M Ridley – Proposed: Cllr G Heppell, Seconded: Cllr S Dalglish
91/25.02 Haltwhistle Partnership Ltd Board of Directors – Appointed: Cllrs A Howells, D Rogan-Mackie, and A Cheverst – Proposed: Cllr G Heppell, Seconded: Cllr S Nixon
91/25.03 Staffing Committee – Appointed: Cllrs K Teasdale, G Heppell, S Nixon, and S Dalglish – Proposed: Cllr M Ridley, Seconded: Cllr D Rogan-Mackie
91/25.04 Burn Field Village Green Working Group – Appointed: Cllrs M Ridley and D Rogan-Mackie – Proposed: Cllr A Sharp, Seconded: Cllr S Dalglish
91/25.05 Renewable Energy Working Group – Appointed: Cllr A Cheverst – Proposed: Cllr A Sharp, Seconded: Cllr G Heppell
91/25.06 Borderlands – Appointed: Cllrs A Sharp, D Rogan-Mackie, and S Dalglish – Proposed: Cllr M Ridley, Seconded: Cllr S Nixon
91/25.07 Neighbourhood Plan Working Group – Membership to be confirmed pending review and discussion within the group.

92/25 Public Questions – None received.

93/25 Declarations of Interest – No declarations made.

94/25 Minutes of the Meeting held on 7th April 2025 – Approved – Proposed: Cllr K Teasdale, Seconded: Cllr G Heppell

95/25 Matters Arising from the Minutes not covered elsewhere in the Agenda – Addressed throughout agenda items.

96/25 Matters Arising from the Annual Town Meeting held on 6th May 2025 – Deferred to next meeting. A few straightforward matters raised will be brought back for further discussion.

97/25 Grounds
97/25.01 Grounds Meeting Report (28th April) – Received and noted. Concerns raised about dropped kerbs and accessibility; walkabout proposed to identify key areas for improvement.
97/25.02 Public Seating and Bus Shelters – 
· Stonework and Perspex repairs approved for hospital bus shelter due to vandalism. Signage and alternative materials for vandal resistance discussed. 
· Mosaic at War Memorial: To be removed and area tidied – Clerk to contact David Hunt. 
· Grit bin in river: Cllr G Heppell to attempt removal. 
· Bins: NCC to be contacted re securing bins; issues with locking mechanisms noted.
· Dog bin at Shepherds Terrace: Repair required. 
· Seesaw (Comb Hill): Damaged beyond repair; new unit to be purchased – Proposed: Cllr A Sharp, Seconded: Cllr D Rogan-Mackie
97/25.03 Public Footpaths, Lighting and Amenities – 
· Cleaning of Memorial Park benches and tables also to be raised with NCC
· A loose lamp post in Comb Hill Park that may present a hazard, to be repaired
97/25.04 Hanging Baskets – Approved – Proposed: Cllr A Sharp, Seconded: Cllr G Heppell

98/25 Northumberland County Council Report
98/25.01 County Councillor Report – Cllr Rachel Mathieson introduced herself and noted she is undergoing induction and beginning to address casework.
98/25.02 Other NCC Issues / Updates – Land transfer for the playzone is still progressing.
98/25.03 Carlisle Ambulances – Concerns were raised regarding difficulties faced by residents in returning from Carlisle Hospital following treatment.

99/25 Police Report – A report was read out during the meeting, highlighting recent issues relating to policing and anti-social behaviour in the town. These matters were noted and will be followed up in future council discussions.

100/25 Neighbourhood Plan – Report and updates – Ongoing. Draft plan to be reviewed before public consultation.

101/25 Borderlands – Reports and updates – Progress noted; continued engagement planned.

102/25 Monthly Councillor Surgery – Next session to be attended by Cllr G Heppell and Cllr R Mathieson on 17th May.

103/25 Planning Applications – None discussed.
Other Planning Matters – None.

105/25 Grant Requests – None received.

106/25 Reports on Financial Matters
106/25.01–106/25.03 – Bank balances, receipts, and payments reviewed.
106/25.04 Bank Reconciliation/Income & Expenditure – Approved – Proposed: Cllr S Dalglish, Seconded: Cllr D Rogan-Mackie
Other Financial Matters – Approval granted for new laptop purchase for Assistant Clerk.

107/25 Haltwhistle & District Joint Burial Committee – Updated constitution approved – Proposed: Cllr G Heppell, Seconded: Cllr S Dalglish

108/25 Haltwhistle Swimming & Leisure Centre – Report noted. Reopening went well; next meeting to be arranged.

109/25 Policy & Risk Assessment Review
109/25.01 Standing Orders & Financial Regulations – Approved – Proposed: Cllr M Ridley, Seconded: Cllr A Cheverst
109/25.02–109/25.09 Remaining Policies – All reviewed and approved together – Proposed: Cllr M Ridley, Seconded: Cllr A Cheverst

110/25 Media & Press – No updates.

111/25 Bi-annual Market – To be removed from agenda.

112/25 Correspondence – List reviewed.

113/25 Any Other Business – 
· Environment Agency to be consulted regarding Alston Arches. 
· Loss of mixed recycling to be raised with NCC and SUEZ. 
· Request for pedestrian crossing to petrol station noted.

114/25 Dates of Next Meetings
· Grounds Meeting: 27th May 2025 – 10am Council Office
· Town Council Meeting: 2nd June 2025 – 6pm, Library First Floor
· Staffing Committee: 30th May 2025 – 5pm Ticket Hall, Train Station
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