West Meon
Annual Parish Meeting 2026
Minutes 22" April; 7.00pm
West Meon Village Hall

Present: Clir H Davies (Chair), J Berry (Chair — WM Village Hall), S Williams (Secretary WM
Village Hall.

In Attendance: Clr S Fowler, Cllr T Main, Cllr S Hickmore, Clr G Silk, Cllr M Wallace, B Gibson-Ost (Parish
Clerk), West Meon & Warnford Sports Club, Boules Club, Rifle Club, Parish News, Cinema
Club, West Meon Care Group, Meon Community Connect, Meon Valley Community Bus,
St John’s Ambulance, Hampshire & Isle of Wight Trust, Warnford Community Wildlife
Volunteers, approximately 30 members of public.

Apologies: Apologies received from Cllr Burke, Cllr Griffith, C Town

Meeting started: 7.35 pm.

Iltem Item Decision
No.
1 Chair’s welcome and Cllr Hannah Davies welcomed members of the public and
introduction representatives from local groups to the Annual Parish Meeting.

The Chair outlined the agenda for the evening and explained the change
of format. Residents would hear updates from West Meon Parish
Council and West Meon Village Hall, receive a resuscitation
demonstration from St Johns Ambulance, and have the opportunity to
speak informally with local groups and organisations, as well as share
ideas and suggestions.

2 Annual Review of the Year Cllr Hannah Davies presented the Annual Review of the Year,
summarising the work of the Parish Council over the past year and
priorities for the year ahead.

Key Updates:

e  Councillor changes: Thanks were given to former councillors
Robin Gyede and Jacqueline Humphreys for their service. It
was noted that there were currently two councillor vacancies.

e Parish Council Hub: The Parish Council Hub would continue
quarterly, providing residents with an informal opportunity to
speak with councillors.

o Flooding: The Stantec flooding report had been completed and
made available on the Council’s website. The weir near the
viaduct had been identified as a priority area, with the Council
working with the Environment Agency and awaiting the
outcome of a CIL funding application submitted to South
Downs National Park Authority.




o Road safety: Road safety remained a priority, including
ongoing discussions with Hampshire Highways regarding the
A32 and consideration of flashing speed awareness signs.

o Recreation ground and open spaces: play equipment
improvements and the management of open spaces, balancing
community use, school needs and biodiversity.

o Tree management and biodiversity: The Chair referred to the
replacement of felled ash trees with disease-resistant English
Elm trees, the Holm Oak application at The Cross, and wider
biodiversity considerations.

o Neighbourhood Plan: The future of the Neighbourhood Plan
would be reviewed following publication of the South Downs
Local Plan.

e Priorities for the coming year: Priorities included a full tree
survey and five-year maintenance plan, repairs to the flint wall
at The Cross, progressing lease agreements for village assets
and investing in village priorities.

The Chair thanked the Village Hall Committee, Sports Club, local
volunteers and residents for their support and contribution to the
community.

A copy of the full Chair’s report is available on the West Meon Parish
Council website.

3 West Meon Village Hall AGM

The Village Hall Committee held its AGM, details of which will be
posted on the West Meon Parish Council website.

4 St John’s Ambulance
Demonstration

A resuscitation demonstration was provided by St John Ambulance.

Those present were given the opportunity to observe and take partin
the demonstration. The Chair thanked St John Ambulance for attending
and providing the demonstration.

5 Refreshments and Informal
Discussion

Refreshments were provided and parishioners had the opportunity to
speak informally with councillors and representatives from local
groups, as well as putting forward suggestions and ideas on the ‘Ideas

Capture Board’.

Meeting closed at 9.10 pm




