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Minutes of the Meeting held on the 13th October at Burton Court Bilsthorpe

Present: Cllrs; Steve Kemp (Chairman), Brian Jackson, Alan Jackson, Cris Cooper, Dawn Spence, Brian Costello, Dan Brickles, Doug Mincher, Alan Ward, Ross Stoneman and Bryan Stanley. Clerk & RFO- Vikki Arkell

25.114 Apologies for absence
Apologies were received from Cllr Rhona Holloway.

25.115 Declarations of pecuniary and/or personal interest
Cllr Cooper Ward and Jackson declared an interest in item 25.125, 25.133 and 25.134 as trustees of Bilsthorpe Heritage Museum.
Cllr Stanley declared an interest in item 25.123d as a payee within the bills for payment

25.116 To approve the minutes of the meeting held on the 8th September 2025
The Council resolved to accept the minutes from the 8th September as drafted.

25.117 To receive updates on outstanding items (if available):
Village Signs – The Clerk reported that the village signs had been installed, the old ones had removed and that the final village sign for sparrow park was in production.
Sparrow Park Bin – The Clerk reported that the bin had been reinstalled in a better position at the front of the path and the invoice could now be paid.
Duck Pond Notice Board – The Clerk reported that the notice board is complete and with the installers. The installers will schedule the date for installation asap.

25.118 Reports from District and County Councillors
Cllr Laughton had received reports that members of the public had been miss-treatment by staff at the recycling centre, this had been investigated and hopefully installed.
A614 funding – January pencilled in
Rhona – served notice at Eastwell court. Door and windors secured
NSDC funding secured for the build of the community hub

25.119 Reports from community groups and working parties
Speed Watch – Cllr Kemp and Costello reported that they are awaiting training dates
Community Hub Working Party Flood Resilience Team – 
Village Hall Working Party – Manged to get one quote for further surveys.
Flooding – contractors have done the ground surveys, ross Marshall lead flood at Notts CC to move forward with further works.

25.120 Councillor reports
Cllr Brickles reported that the grass is unsalvageable and the pitch needs turning.
Ross – Tie wraps complete
Dawn – Bins, co-op bench, been to co-op, resurface footpaths, clear overgrown paths, move bin at sparrow park, path eking needs a proper path, clearance at the crescent. 
Keith – youth centre want to borrow the poppies
Cris – in touch with RBL and WI and they would like to lay a wreath and collection boxes
Brian Jackson – 3 seats at Crompton Park. The Council thanked the Council. £100.
Alan – defibs ok, parking a car on the pavement on Saville Road. Bylaw and employ a warden.
Bryan – Bylaw is an option, suggested that the council force the sale of Eastwell court. Enva have failed to collect, and compensation should be sought.
The tree outside the Antonio fish bars NSDC and extra bins from tesco.

25.121 Public questions (maximum 10 minutes)
None

25.122 Correspondence


25.123 To consider financial matters; to review and approve:
a. Bank Reconciliation – to be reviewed by one Councillor and signed as accurate
Cllr Kemp reviewed the bank reconciliation and signed as accurate.

b. Previous month’s invoices - to be reviewed by two Councillors and signed as accurate
Cllrs; Kemp and Mincher reviewed the bank reconciliation and signed as accurate.
c. Budget and financial status
The Council noted the budget and financial status.
d. Invoices to be paid
The Council discussed the invoices to be paid. The Council authorised the 5 invoices and 1 expenses claims for payment.
e.  Long term contract renewal for the internal audit process
The Council reviewed the long term contract. The Council resolved to agree to the long term contact on a 3 year basis.
f. To review grant applications and the application to change the use of an awarded grant
The Council reviewed the grant application received, the Council felt that the applicant did not qualify for the.

25.124 To review and sign the grant agreement with NSDC for the Community Hub UKSPF funding.
The Council reviewed the grant agreement and resolved for the Clerk to sign the agreement on behalf of the Council.

25.125 To consider the quote for insurance for the Council owned properties on Cross Street
The Council considered the quote received and resolved to accept the policy at the cost of £4143.44.

25.126 To review the draft 2026/27 budget and consider proposed projects to be incorporated.
a) Flagpole Installation and remedial works at the War Memorial – Cllr Stanley
Cllr Stanley gave an overview of the proposed project and why he was proposing the project.

25.127 To confirm plans for Remembrance Day and review additional proposed costs
£40 for the scouts
Cost for stopping parking – cost £180 + VAT
Proposal to book a pipe and drum band add £1000 to the agenda.
Remembrance Day 2025 – all planned
No First Aider and more volunteers

25.128 To consider advice and quotes received for repairs to the Heritage Museum building
Cllr Stoneman received 
25.129 To consider initiating community engagement to support regular cleaning of equipment at Maid Marion Park and Crompton Road Skate Park – Cllr Stanley
Cllr Stanley gave an overview of the proposal. The Council approved the cost of £158.00. Chemical training.

25.130 To consider purchasing bin information stickers for all waste bins across the Parish – Cllrs Spence and Stanley
Cllr Spence gave an overview of the proposal. The Council approved the cost of £65.

25.131 Summary of the meeting (time permitting, maximum 10 minutes)
None

25.132 To consider: That in accordance with section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960, and as extended by Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972, the public, including the press, be excluded from the meeting because of the confidential nature of the following business to be transacted


25.133 To review legal advice on the lease for Council owned premises to clarify the rights and responsibilities of the tenants and the Council as landlord


25.134 To consider lease holder insurance reimbursement
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