RC Parish Council (Herefordshire) 
Chairman’s Report (28.05.2026)
I’d like to think that over the last year we have seen some real improvements both in the way that we interact with the community and in the willingness of councillors to maintain standards.
We have listened to feedback received and ensured the footpaths and kerbsides are sprayed to control weed growth, an activity which was supported earlier this year by extensive sweeping of the gutters, kerbs and footpaths which I think everyone would agree had a positive impact on the appearance of the village. Peter Enzer has worked closely with our contractors at all times and will continue to do so going forward.
Chris Cadman has been hard at work improving the footpaths in the area, vegetation has been cut back, bridges and stiles repaired so making the network safe and secure for walkers and their dogs. Further improvements are planned, with the aid of grant funds from Herefordshire, if there are issues which you identify please let us know and we will do our best to resolve them.
Steady progress is being made on various community projects where we have listened to your comments and undertaken, where practical, some improvements – the noticeboard has been refurbished in Castle Road and similar attention is scheduled for the bench in that location along with the memorial bench at The Rock and strimming of the surrounding area. Additionally we have a group of volunteers ready to help with tidying the area adjacent to the bus stop on the B4361 which has become overgrown, in particular the stonework on the bridge.
A programme of bulb planting will be undertaken during Autumn. 
At this point I would like to thank Graeme Perks from the Ludlow Volunteer Group who has not only been instrumental in undertaking some of these tasks but has also ensured that costs are kept to a minimum through the use of reclaimed materials.
Jayne Bromhall working with a group of volunteers from the village facilitated a successful litter pick earlier this year and it is hoped that this community effort can take place again later in the year.
One of the areas where the council was clearly failing at this time last year was in its communication with residents, emails were not being answered and discussions not followed up, something which was reflected in our annual audit -  thanks to our Clerk, Clive Leworthy, changes have been initiated with a new website (https://richardscastle-hereford--pc.gov.uk)  available to everyone and secure email addresses provided to all councillors, these are recorded on the website and are detailed inside the front cover of Castle News and in this report.
We strive to manage our limited finances in as strict a manner as possible and attempt to keep our costs under control at all times,.
Small but productive steps which I’m delighted to say have resulted in a much improved audit this time around.
The council could not operate without support and guidance from our Ward Councillor – Dan Hurcomb – who attends our monthly meetings and provides detailed updates on those issues which have (or will) impact ourselves, Dan is well known to many residents and makes himself available to both councillors and residents when required.
It’s Dan we should thank for finally getting the road surface addressed on the B4361. On which topic we will shortly see a top dressing applied from the B4362 at Orleton through to Park Lane together with revised speed markings throughout the village.
However it’s not all about positives and we have an issue which must be addressed as a priority, namely the co-option of additional councillors. When I speak to folk around the village the topic seems to be treated as unimportant but, whilst we do our best with very limited resources we need willing volunteers who can speak for the community at meetings and who are prepared to look after the beautiful area in which we live – without which there is a very real risk of losing that local touch.
If you think you could give a small amount of time each month and get involved in your village then please contact myself or one of my colleagues at the email addresses given below – you will be made very welcome
Wishing everyone a very pleasant summer 
Martin Atkins (Chair)
RCPC-H
martin.atkins@richardscastle-hereford-pc.gov.uk

Clerk (Clive Leworthy)
clerk@richardscastle-hereford-pc.gov.uk
Chris Cadman
chris.cadman@richardscastle-hereford-pc.gov.uk
Peter Enzer
peter.enzer@richardscastle-hereford-pc.gov.uk
Jayne Bromhall
jayne.bromhall@richardscastle-hereford-pc.gov.uk
Sebastian Bowen
sebastian.bowen@richardscastle-hereford-pc.gov.uk
