Orchard Kindergarten
The Orchard Tea Rooms were closed at the start of the war in 1939 and were then used by Miss Stapleforth as a kindergarten for local children.  Eileen Stapleforth was a violin teacher and moved to the area with her father and sister, Mrs. Pritchard and her two sons.

The first day was in September 1940 and had 8 – 10 children in one room.  Dorcas Ward remembers her first day when she was taken by car for the first and last time!  From then onwards she had to take the bus which cost 2d or cycle the 2 miles from her home near the Bradfield War Memorial.  She remembers that one boy cried but she didn’t!  School finished at 12 noon.  There was a parquet floor with an oil stove, which smelt of oil.  The blackboard rubber was also used for mopping up spilt milk, which meant that it had a horrible smell.  She also remembers that the toilet was not good because of the little boys!

Children came from Woolhampton, Bradfield, Theale and Beenham to the school as well as from Bucklebury.

Mathematical tables were taught by rote and both Dorcas & Ann remember school as being fun.

Ann’s brother started at the school in March 1943 in the Castellos’ summerhouse at Green Meadows (now Meadow House).  Simon Castello was a pupil.  Ann came in 1944.  She remembers additional classrooms in a pre-fabricated building as the school had grown with the influx of evacuees, although most of the evacuees went to the village schools and The Orchard Kindergarten was probably very middle-class.  
Button Court Farm had 2 families of evacuees as some had arrived as whole families and others were just the children to be housed with local families.  The country children didn’t like ‘the townees’.

The younger children were in the tea room and the older ones in 2 classes in the pre-fab building.  The top class was very small – only about 3 or 4 pupils and these were aged 9.  Most of the pupils were younger.

Miss Stapleforth and Mrs Pritchard produced plays and concerts at Bucklebury House in The Old Kitchen. The costumes were always marvellous - Ann was the Princess in The Princess and the Swineherd.

Miss Gould was the infant teacher, Fraulein Oberlander, an Austrian Jewess, taught German counting songs and they used to play games on the Green .
Miss Wilson came towards the end of the war and was very strict – Ann’s reports were much worse after she came!  The children were told that she had been a governess to a maharajah’s son.   Iris Brooks taught dancing and they had to sit on the floor crossed legged.

Mademoiselle Bouvier came on the bus from Reading.  The local buses were run by two different bus companies, Newbury & District just to the Bladebone and Thames Valley from The Bladebone to Reading, so you couldn’t go from Upper Bucklebury to Reading without either changing at The Bladebone (the two buses never connected) or going down the hill to Thatcham.  Many people used to walk down Longrove to get the bus from Thatcham.

Miss Green, who lived at the top of Dingley Hill, taught art.  There was a painting of hers in the church vestry.

Mr Hardy, the vicar, taught scripture.

Mr Stapleforth held magic lantern shows at High Barrow (now Little Copse House) in Paradise Lane where the Stapleforths and the Pritchards lived.  

Dorcas remembers Miss Stapleforth turning cartwheels on the Common when out for walks with the pupils.
School dinners – two items that were remembered with horror were chocolate semolina and apple pie, which was steamed suet with a little piece of peel and an apple pip!  Ann remembered only eating her dinner when she was sat next to Dorcas, who used to talk about the gravestones in the churchyard!
The only part of Orchard House used was the old tea room.  The pupils did not play in the garden but across the road on the Green.

The American soldiers, who were stationed in The Avenue, used to give the children slab cakes, oranges and sweets.

In 1945 Miss Stapleforth married Mr. Clutton-Brock, who was headmaster of Priors Court School, and their reception was held in the Old Kitchen.  The school closed at the end of the war.

There was another private school in Bradfield, run by Mrs Filmore.    
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