

Morden Parish Council Meeting Minutes 14th July 2025

Morden Parish Council

The minutes of the Meeting of Morden Parish Council meeting held on 14th July 2025, at 7.30pm at Morden Village Hall.
[bookmark: _Hlk103017901]
[bookmark: _Hlk8674439]Present: Councillors Mrs Alex Brenton (Chair), Mary Mathers (Vice-Chair), Louis Gearing, Christian Shepherd, and Maxine Clews.

Also Present:
Alison Clothier (Parish Clerk), Footpath Officer 

No members of the public were present.      

2025/071	Apologies
Cllr Brian Ash

2025/072	Declarations of Interest 
There were none.

2025/073	Public Participation  
There was none.

2025/074	Parish Council Vacancy 
There has been no interest to date. The vacancy will be advertised. 

2025/075	Approval of Minutes of the Parish Council meeting on 12th May 2025
The minutes of the meeting for 12th May 2025 were approved.

2025/076	Matters Arising & Action Points from previous meetings

· West Morden Farm – Listed Buildings:
Progress is now expected to resume on this matter.
· Notices to Quit:
The Estate is in the process of selling certain properties. However, the Parish Council has limited authority or influence in this area.
· Housing Sites:
A discussion was held with the Estate regarding the potential development of the identified housing sites. Some areas may qualify as brownfield sites. Opportunities were explored for integrating these sites to deliver affordable housing and designated green space.

2025/077	Planning Applications and Housing Matters
To comment on any planning applications notified to this Council up to the date of this meeting;

P/CLP/2025/03781 89 Swingate Dorchester Road Lytchett Minster BH16 6HT 
Certificate of Lawfulness. Erection of 1800 mm high fence to perimeter of property
NO OBJECTION

P/TRT/2025/03498 Swingate, 89 Dorchester Road, Lytchett Minster, BH16 6HT and land adjacent
Various Tree Works
NO OBJECTION

2025/078	Reports from the Dorset Councillors
Dorset Councillor Report
July 2025
Very busy month at Dorset. The battle of the HRCs, New projects on housing, New projects in Adult care. Lots of road works in Poole border due to Gas and Water mains breakage.
Morden. There were a few complaints about the state of the Burial ground, the long grass is great wildlife resource but many think it looked overgrown and unkempt. Our Burial ground has now been strimmed by volunteers. Jill Jackson ( Dorset C) who now covers maintenance contracts assures me that it will be cut before the end of next week in preparation for the 24th July the internment of the Reverend Hugh Maddox.
The war memorial green is very tidy and the flower bed by the memorial has been tidied.
Footpaths naturally have grown over. The side growth topples in and nettles were a problem. Paradise Lane has ben cut and partly strimmed. The Collins Lane gully is clear and the path to New Lane Garages is clear.
The visibility splay at Morden Park Corner still has not been cut despite two reportings. Another request was sent today. Wessex Water has been out repairing leeks.
The hedges near field gateways which will be combined soon have been trimmed, to increase visibility.
An informal meeting was held with the planning advisor of Charborough estate where various options were talked through, but not much progress can be made until there is clarity on whether it is possible to make a Morden Neighbourhood plan bearing in mind the new Planning Policy, Government withdrawal of grants and the Draft Local Plan coming out.
We must respond to the Draft Local Plan with clarity when we see what it contains about villages in the Green Belt without settlement boundaries.
I have been to a site visit with Mark Valentine about a Offgrid retreat they are planning in Bloxworth wood. 50 wooden cabins with no wifi or mobile signal, using wind electricity and water from the Botany farm. Interesting but I do not think it will have much effect on Morden, apart possibly from Housekeeping jobs.
There are plans to close the A35 for a couple of days to repair the road culverts etc. During that time the estate will do some tree works. The timing is not clear but should be the Autumn.
The DCT minibus to Poole is a success collecting from Morden, Zelston, Kingston, Bere regis and Slepe, It is only a pilot but at the moment looks sustainable.

2025/079	Village Reports
Morden Village Hall (MVH) 
REPORT FROM MORDEN VILLAGE HALL
At the AGM on 14 May 2025, the following were appointed/elected on to the committee: Rob Brenton – Chair, Claire Beveridge - Vice Chair, Mary Mathers - Treasurer and Bookings. Maxine Clews, Kathryn Rowat, Liz Moorey, Lynne Amey.  Following Muriel Neumann’s resignation the role of Secretary is vacant.
The finances are healthy with a surplus of £4,750 of income over expenditure in the 2024-25 year.  The cash balance is £140,000, much of which is reserved towards future major maintenance and refurbishment.  
Having been impressed by a recent visit to a community hall near Exeter, the committee are continuing to investigate the options for upgrading the heating system in the main hall.  They have decided not to proceed with installing EV chargers in the car park.
The Morden community lunches are still very popular
Unfortunately the Village Rounders on Saturday 28 June had to be cancelled as many people were unavailable.
The committee have appointed Louis Gearing as the resident tennis coach and a tennis afternoon is planned for Sunday 17 August. 
There will be a Macmillan fundraising brunch on Saturday 13 September.
A bench and tree will be placed in the Recreation Ground in memory of Myrtle Whitelock.
Church

No report

2025/080	Governance Tasks (including risk assessments, parish website, Section 137 Grants, and governance documentation)

i) To update on online banking arrangements – this is moving forwards, and a card reader is being sent to the Clerk to access online statements etc. The aim is to move away from cheques as these are resulting in extra charges to the Parish Council.
ii) To discuss moving to a .gov.uk email address – the email address is now a requirement for the audit and will improve security for the Parish Council information. Quotes will be sought for the September meeting. It was also noted that the website is not a .gov.uk domain and is funded by advertising, which can be inappropriate. Quotes will also be sought for a new .gov.uk website for the Parish Council. It was understood that this will result in additional charges as the current website and email address are free of charge.
Action: Clerk to seek quotes for a new email address and website provider.


2025/081	Financial Matters

See Appendix 1. The accounts were noted and approved. The Parish Council is now registered for VAT claims and a successful claim has been made for 2024/25. Any purchases should be made out to Morden Parish Council and a VAT receipt sought. It was noted that Lloyds are now issuing bank charges.

Cheques were authorised as follows:-

	[bookmark: _Hlk24393080]Chq No.
	Payee
	Description
	Amount

	760
	Lloyds 
	Service Charge
	8.25

	761
	DAPTC
	Annual Subscription
	130.00

	762
	Barker Fox Associates
	Internal Audit
	100.00

	763
	Alison Clothier
	Clerk wages (May and June)
	255.76

	764
	HMRC
	PAYE payment (June)
	31.60

	765
	HMRC
	PAYE Payment (July)
	31.60


	

2025/082	Roads and Highways
· Road Closure  on A35, 22nd September to 17th October from Fox Pound to Morden Park Corner, 24 hour closure.
· Please Slow Down signs – there was a discussion about whether a Please Slow Down sign would be beneficial for Morden.
Action: Cllr Brenton to ask about the potential for a sign in Morden
	
		
2025/083	Parking – New Lane
		
		Nothing to report – no improvements. The 	garages ground works repairs will be done 		this year.

2025/084	Village Maintenance

· Footpath Improvements (Footpath Working Party Discussion):
This item remains ongoing. The Estate has raised no objections to the installation of a self-closing gate at Yankee Gate. The matter is currently on the Rights of Way agenda. Additionally, Rights of Way are undertaking treatment of Japanese Knotweed within the village.
· Relocation or Replacement of the Pound Wall Notice Board:
It was proposed that the notice board be relocated to a position between the telephone box and the layby. As the current board is wall-mounted, installing it in this new location would require upright supports, potentially making the installation less economical. It may therefore be more cost-effective to purchase a new notice board for the proposed site. The existing wall-mounted board could be repurposed for West Morden, provided it is reduced in size.

2025/085	Progress on Projects
		The national government has withdrawn funding grants for Neighbourhood Plans. The 		upcoming Local Plan consultation, due to be released on 18th August, will provide 			important context to guide further discussion. There is also potential to explore the 			option of a Neighbourhood Development Order as an alternative route forward. A 			Neighbourhood Development Order (NDO) is a planning tool that allows 				communities to grant planning permission for specific types of development in their 		local area, without the need for a full planning application.

2025/086	Tree Officer Report

		Nothing to report

2025/087 	Report and comments on Burial Ground (in advance)

· Future of the Burial Ground – legal advice on purchase of land ongoing.
· To approve payment of pre application costs for cemetery extension – A discussion took place regarding the proposed pre-application process for extending the cemetery. Concerns were raised about the cost-effectiveness of the £440 fee, particularly in relation to the required Groundwater Risk Assessment for the Environment Agency. It was noted that the full planning application may cost less than the pre-application process. 
Action:  Cllr Brenton will investigate whether a pre-application is necessary before proceeding.
· To consider a replacement bench for the Burial Ground – During the discussion, it was suggested that two benches may be appropriate to meet community needs. Options considered included benches made from recycled plastic. It was clarified that the new bench would be in addition to the existing one, resulting in one wooden and one recycled-material bench. 
The new bench will serve as a memorial to Hugh Maddox, which was considered a fitting tribute. The Parish Council will fund the cost, but any voluntary donations received will be gratefully accepted and put towards the expense
It was RESOLVED to order one recycled plastic bench at a cost of £350.

2025/088	Items for information
· Litter Bin 
A request was noted for the installation of a litter bin near the Cock and Bottle.
· Benches 
The bench located near the Cock and Bottle and the bench on The Green are both in need of repair. These will be assessed for necessary maintenance.
· Signage:
The arms on existing signposts have now been reattached. It was suggested that a new signpost at Neville’s Cross would be beneficial.
		Action: Cllr Brenton to obtain a quote from the AONB team for a new fingerpost at 		Neville’s Cross.

2025/089	AOB

Morden Mill Appeal Statement submitted

2025/090	Date of next meeting

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Monday 8th September 2025 at 7.30 pm at Morden Village Hall.

The meeting closed at 9.53 pm.


Signed……………………………………………………………………………………….Date……………………………….
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Morden Parish Council
Reconciliation of Accounts

Balance b/fwd From 31.03.25 3355869
Add: Income year to date 271056
Less: Expenditure to date 32321
Balance as at 30.04.25 35946.08
Funded by:
Burial Account 01566470 13059.84
Community Accour 00156333 23205.16
36265.00
Add: Uncleared Income
Alison Clothier  O'erk waees (March £256.16
120525 and April)
PAYE t
HMRC paymen £31.40
1205.25 (Apriy
1osys  HMRC PAYE Payment (May) £31.40
31896
Balance as at 30.04.25 35946.04

Difference 000
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Morden Parish Council

Budget Monitoring for the year ended 315t March 2026

2075775
Description Budgor | Actual | Balance
Recaipis
Account nterest 1054 1056
precent soo000f 250000 (250000)
ClLreceipts 000 0
Burial Income 200.00] 20000
Grants o00f
Misc income o00f 0
VAT refunded o0 00
Totalreceipts Sow000] Zri05e (7w wa)
amens
DAPTC Subs.+other ubs FE T500)
Insurance soooo| 000 50000
Training 30000 00 30000
Wages - Clerk 120000 3153 88450
Clek Expenses 2000|369 236.40
MWebsite 15000 o0 15000
Rent s000[ 00 5000
Grass cuttingand maintenance. 100000 000 100000
Auditfees 20000 000 20000
Contingencies 000 azy 24575
Electon costs soooo| 000 50000
Grants 10000 009 10000
Donations 20000 000 20000
Defibrilator so00[ 0 5000
Parish Projects 100000 000 100000
Childrens Actuities o000 000 30000
Burial Ground o0o| oo 0
AT o0 00
Total payments L 500 —caam00] 37sa1] BEE
Salance bffwd from 310323 35869 ‘ones held n bark
Income to date 7056
3626925
Add:
Earmarked Reserves Income not cleared
Electon costs 150000 Less
GeneralReserves(defibrilltor,
insurance excess, ) 400000 Cheques not leared
Burial Account 1305984
a 193769
2049753 Earmarked funds
Expenses or currentyear todate 32321
a1

Balance available not yet committed

st

General Reserve:

000

000

36,265.00

(18.96)

(20,497.53)





