Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of High and Low Worsall Parish Council held in Worsall Village Hall at 7.30pm on Thursday 18th April 2019.

Present  Cllr Evans (Chair), Cllrs Woodward, Bivens, Alderson, Clerk and 6 members of public.

Apologies  Cllrs Robinson, CC Wilkinson and DC Watson.

Minutes of the previous years meeting   The minutes of the previous year April 19th 2018 were unanimously agreed as read and signed as a true record.

Matters Arising

Financial Report  

The Clerk reported a year end bank balance of £5,473, this includes remaining amounts in the Transparency Fund and the YSCT Fund.  There is a small amount of VAT yet to claim from recent invoices paid.  CC Wilkinson provided a donation for the purchase of a new Notice Board.  The major outgoings continue to be the PWLB loan and grass cutting of the Green and verges.

Chairs Report

Compared to the previous year’s business we have been at a more normal level this year, but never the less some important matters have been attended to.
Governance
The implementation of the Transparency Code was substantially completed with the purchase of computer equipment but there is yet some of the grant to be spent against outstanding training.  In accordance with government guidelines two additional policies have been introduced for Records and Security Incident Reporting.  We continue to appreciate the help and support of the YLCA in these matters.
Planning

There have been a number of extensions to properties applied for and permitted during the year.  The Churchfields application for 5 houses went to appeal at the start of the year.  The Inspector concluded that it not be permitted.  However the Ship Service Station development submitted a new application for 6 dwellings and this has been with HDC Planning Dept for some months.  A decision is reported as imminent at the time of writing.

During this year the council continued to consider the value of developing a Parish Plan for High and Low Worsall.  After detailed investigation and having given the matter serious consideration it was concluded that a Parish Plan is not appropriate to the circumstances of High and Low Worsall.

Budget and Precept 2018/19

The Clerk has given us her financial report for the year and I am pleased to acknowledge that our reserves continue to be healthy and that our budget for the coming year has allowed this Parish Council not to have to raise the precept for 2019/20.

Infrastructure Maintenance

There has been almost continual lobbying by Council for the eastern end of the B1264 highway surface to be repaired as this Council considers the surface to have deteriorated to such an extent as to be dangerous for not only vehicles but in particular motor bikes and cyclists.

The Highways Authority continues to carry out inspections but state that the surface meets the guidelines that they have to adhere to.  Your Council will, I feel sure, continue to press for remedial action.

Signed  ……………………………………………….  Dated  ………………………………………
The CC had embarked on a Public Footpath Consultation at the end of the previous year with a view to changing maintenance arrangements to save themselves money.  We have not heard more on this subject.  In my view the state of some of the Public Rights of Way in the parish leaves much to be desired and is deterring the community from making proper and safe use of them.  The CC is responsible for the ground level being kept in a reasonably passable state.  This is an outstanding item for council at year end. 
Yarm Social Charitable Trust

£10,000 was granted at the end of the previous year.  During this year the implementation of this project saw new goal posts installed on the Green and installation of advanced projection equipment in the Village Hall.

Plans have been developed to make the Village Road turning off the B1264 more welcoming and the site work is imminent and will involve community volunteers in its implementation.  The formal Village Notice Board is to be replaced with one combining a locked section for the Council Legal Notices and an open section for community use about Parish Activities.  The enhancement of the B1264 verge near Toll Bar in High Worsall is for a future agenda.

Fly Tipping

The old line of the B1264 highway opposite the Toll Bar suffered extensive fly tipping and after the CC denied responsibility, we ascertained that in fact the CC still owns that piece of disused highway and tipped material has to be removed at their cost.

Maintenance Matters

These included grass cutting, supporting community volunteers litter picking and recently initiating an improved assessment by HDC of their responsibilities and a commitment to property repair and maintain the Stobarts Lane ‘Grade 2’ listed building Pump House.

Community Events

The Council’s insurance has enabled us to facilitate community events.

So:

I thank residents for their participation at meetings, which not only improves communications but also adds to the Ciirs understanding of community opinions from time to time.  Council appreciates the attention given to both general agenda items and planning applications.

Thank you Joanne.  Our Clerk is our legal point of contact with external authorities combined with the job of ensuring that actions required by our Council are properly passed on and more importantly followed up when matters are not responded to properly.  She is a very real support to Cllrs and the Chair.  The community will appreciate that all this is done on a part-time basis.

During the year Cllr Robinson suffered an injurious fall, which has kept him in medical care ever since.  We send our sympathies to his family and wish him well as he hopefully continues to slowly improve.

Finally my fellow Cllrs also deserve the community’s thanks.  They have taken pressure off the Clerk by volunteering to take on various project tasks on behalf of the Council.  In particular Cllr Bivens researched the matters relating to Parish Plans and Cllr Woodward has run with the YSCT grant application and continues with it’s implementation on behalf of Council.  Thank you Alison for stepping in as my deputy Chair on occasions of my absence.  This sharing of workload has always been our practice and long may it continue.   

In addition to Cllr Robinson, Cllr Alderson and myself have not stood for re-election and I’d like to thank Cllr Alderson for his contribution over his many years on the Council.

Signed  ……………………………………………  Dated  ………………………………………..
That concludes my report at the end of this Council year and at the end of this Council’s Term of Office and I am sure we all wish the new Council well as it takes up the reins in May.

Cllr Woodward thanked Cllr Evans for his report and for his many years of service to the Parish Council.

Parish Council Representatives on the Village Hall Committee  

Cllrs Bivens and Bainbridge agreed to continue in the role.  Their appointment was unanimously agreed.

The meeting closed at 7.55 p.m.
Signed  …………………………………………..  Dated  ………………………………………… 
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