


[bookmark: _GoBack]Carlton on Trent Parish Council
Minutes of the virtual meeting held
on Tuesday 4th May 2021
[bookmark: _Hlk71306648]Participating: 

Cllr, L Hopkins (Chair), Cllr M Eley, Cllr M Hopkins, Cllr M Martin, Cllr M Rawson, Cllr D Wells-Pope, Cllr R Whate and T Grimes (Clerk)

1) To elect a chairman
The present chair was asked if she would continue and said she would unless anyone else wanted to take over. DWP nominated LH, MR seconded the nomination and the vote was unanimous.

2) Declaration of Acceptance of Office
LH accepted the office of chair and signed the form in sight of the meeting. The clerk will counter sign when the form is returned.

3) To elect a vice chair
The present vice chair was asked if he would continue and said he would unless anyone else wanted to take over. RW nominated MM, DWP seconded the nomination and the vote was unanimous.

4) Declaration of Acceptance of Office
MM accepted the office of vice chair and signed the form in sight of the meeting. The clerk will counter sign when the form is returned.

5) To consider any apologies for non-participation
CCllr BL was unable to attend due to being in purdah for the coming elections and DCllr SM was unable to attend due to having another meeting.

6) To receive any declarations of interest in items on the agenda
MM declared an interest in the clerk’s wages and expenses.

7) To accept the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held Tuesday 6th April 2021 via Zoom 
The minutes were accepted as a true record.

8) 10-minute open forum to receive questions and comments from members of the public
LH reported that a resident had complained about the number of cats in the village and the impact on the bird life, noting that one property had 13 with more on the way. It was felt that unless the welfare of the animals was a cause for concern this was not a council matter but a lifestyle choice for the owners.
RW noted that the road had undergone a very shoddy repair opposite the new bungalow – it was unknown whether it was the developer making good after the works vehicles had churned up the verge or Highways filling pot holes but tarmac had just been tipped in the whole on the verge. The clerk was asked to report the matter.



9) To note the following matters arising from previous minutes 
a) Notts CC Broadband Voucher Scheme
MM had nothing to report.
b) CIL Money Bench 
The clerk reported that Shaun Brown had asked for the paper copy of the s115 permission form and this had been posted but there had been no response. 
c) Community Litter Bin project 
LH reported that NSDC had agreed that Carlton could have a bin but it should be at a community venue. After a conversation about the fact that it was unlikely to be used if sited at the village hall, they agreed to trial it at Ferry Lane as requested.

10) To receive updates on any District and County Councillor matters
No reports were given
.
11) To consider any planning matters
a) Notifications Received
None
b) Planning applications to discuss
i) 21/00937/S73 – Ferry Farm – vary condition 2 on 10/01853/FUL
It was agreed that this was at the rear of the property and would not impact on other properties.

RESOLVED: To support the application.
(Proposed MM, seconded RW, carried unanimously)
 
c) Any other planning business
There were no planning matters.

12) To consider having a bag box for the new community litterbin
LH reported that a resident had kindly offered to make a box which would dispense bags for litter picking. The ideal position for the box would be near the community litter bin so the land owner was approached for permission to site it on their fence and had no objections.

RESOLVED: To go ahead and site a box on the fence near the style/litter bin.
(proposed LH, seconded MM, carried unanimously)

13) To review councillor responsibilities and amend as appropriate
The clerk reported that NSDC had enquired about the resilience store and the flood warden but this was not a councillor at present. It was agreed that there needed to be several people helping in times of flood and it would be beneficial to have a councillor as a point of contact. DWP offered to take on the positions of flood warden and snow warden. The rest of the positions remained unchanged.
14) To review council committees, their remits and membership
a) Staffing committee
b) Planning working party
LH reminded councillors of the remit and membership of both committees and it was agreed these should remain unchanged.

15) To review council policies and schedule amendments as appropriate
The clerk reported that NALC had issued an update to Standing Orders and Financial Regs, there is a new Code of Conduct for consideration and before any face to face meetings occur the risk assessment needed updating. In addition, the cycle of review was due again. It was agreed that the list should be prioritised and then one reviewed per month to ensure all were up to date. The clerk was asked to determine the order and agenda this as appropriate.

16) To note/respond to the following consultations
a) NALC – Rural Broadband
MM noted that the broadband was quite good for a rural village and would be improved if the voucher scheme took off. It was noted that many of the questions were subjective unless a survey were carried out to obtain definite answers. It was therefore agreed not to respond.
b) NALC – Electronic Communications Infrastructure
It was felt no comment was necessary.

17) To consider the following financial matters
a) To note the bank reconciliation 
This was checked and approved.
b) To receive the internal audit report 
The internal audit report had been circulated prior to the meeting and the clerk reported that all points had already been actioned either prior to the audit or upon receipt of the report. 
c) To complete the Annual Governance Statement 
The clerk checked the response to each statement. It was agreed all should be positive except the last which was not applicable. 

RESOLVED: The chair should sign the form.
(proposed LH, seconded MH, carried unanimously)

d) To complete the Accounting Statement
The clerk had circulated the figures prior to the meeting.

RESOLVED: The chair should sign the form.
(proposed MR, seconded MM, carried unanimously)

e) To approve the following payments 
i) Clerks wages and HMRC – TBC 
The clerk explained that there had been no April payment due to awaiting a response from HMRC on the closure of the previous year, there would therefore be 2 payments in May.

ii) Clerks expenses – wine for the auditor £14 

RESOLVED: That both the above payments be made.
(proposed LH, seconded ME, carried unanimously, MM did not vote)

iii) Insurance renewal - TBC
The clerk reported that the renewal had arrived from Came & Co, but that it was considerably more than the quote from BHIB being £319 and £207 respectively. The clerk had therefore questioned the difference and was awaiting a response.

RESOLVED: That the clerk renew with whichever company is cheaper when the revised figures arrive.
(proposed MM, seconded LH, carried unanimously)

18) To raise any other business which may need to be included on the agenda of the next meeting
The clerk reported that the court case relating to remote meetings had ruled that these could not take place under the 1972 Local Government Act, so must cease when the Covid Regulations 2020 ceased on 6th May. Guidance suggested that the public be encouraged to continue to attend by Zoom so it would be necessary to test this worked before the June meeting took place. LH suggested that some councillors met at the hall and sat socially distanced whilst others took the role of the public logging in from home via Zoom on 11th May. The clerk was asked to circulate a meeting link.

19) To note the date of the next meeting and those for the coming year
The next meeting will be 1st June at 7.30pm in the village hall and via Zoom for the public. The meeting pattern will continue to follow the first Tuesday in every month except August when there will be no meeting.

The meeting closed at 20.43
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