

Minutes of Meeting of Upton Parish Council
Held on 23rd May 2023 at 6.30 pm
Upton Village Hall



Present: Councillor Fran A’Brook (in the Chair), Councillor David Williams, Councillor Libby Warden, Councillor Howard Shaw, Councillor/Parish Clerk Val Thompstone, County Councillor Frances Nicholson, District Councillor Steven Pugsley.

1 Apologies for Absence 
Received from Councillor Innes Davies, Councillor Karen Telling,

2	Declarations of Interest 
	None

3	Minutes of the Meeting 
	The minutes of the meeting held on 23rd February 2023 were approved and signed by the Chairman

4	Planning Matters 
	Councillor Shaw reported that there were no planning matters of concern. There was an application for hedge work to the 'east of Upton' which has yet to be decided, and Cllr Shaw advised that Mr Mabuutt's application for West Withy has now been approved.

5	Highways
	
	Cllr Davies had sent her apologies but has provided a brief written update:
	"Kate Brown is checking when the programme of works at the east end of the village is due to start, and she and I [Cllr Davies] are meeting shortly to discuss a SID and other possible measures at the west end of the village to improve safety and reduce speeding."

	The new Highway Steward, Tim Williams, took up his employment at the start of January. It was reported that he is relying on the online job request process and we should continue to use this for each and every job. Cllr Nicholson and Cllr Pugsley to provide a link to the online resource.


6	Village Coronation Event
	The Cheese and Wine event to mark the coronation of King Charles III and Queen Camilla went ahead on Sunday 7th May. Enjoyed by all it was free to all villagers, family and friends. Exact numbers are not known but it was in excess of 40 people, all of whom seemed to agree the event was a huge success. The event was free to all and was financed by the Village Hall. 	

	Phoebe Purvis has started a Yoga Class in the Village Hall, every Tuesday from 2.00 to 3.30 pm.

	National Grid are currently carrying out some works to improve the transformer, which supplies the Hall, Caravan Park and the Pub.

		




7	Village Fete
	Having initially had a negative response to the suggestion of running a Village Fete, the Chairman reported that she had now heard that there were several people in the Village who were keen for this event to go ahead. However, it was generally felt that this is something we should garner opinions on across the village over the course of the next few months with a view to possibly organising an event in 2024.

8	Finances
	A cheque for £10 was signed to cover:
· £10 hiring fee for village hall

9	Wimbleball Lake
	The proposed cycle pathway is currently on hold as it is felt that the original scheme is not viable as the footpath currently being used (and which would form the basis of the cycleway) will be submerged if 1m depth is added (as being discussed currently).

10	Updates from County Councillor Frances Nicholson and District Councillor Steven Pugsley

	Councillor Nicholson and Councillor Pugsley are now receiving all planning matters relating to Upton which is now under the Somerset West area.  
Exmoor Local Community Network (LCN) 
Wednesday 31st May at 7.00 pm Cutcombe Hustings taking place.
Next LCN Panel Meeting is 8th June at Cutcombe.

11	Any Other Business
	No other business

12	Dates of next Meeting		12th September 2023 at 6.30 pm
	 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 19.15hrs 
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