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Christmas in Postling
We are hoping to do all that we can to celebrate Christmas in the usual Postling way, despite the
restrictions due to the Coronavirus. All services and activities will be COVID- secure and will
comply with the guidance and law in place at the time.
Sadly, there will be no refreshments and any event may have to be cancelled at short notice.
For any service in the church, the law requires that everyone should wear a face covering.
Wednesday 15th December 6pm. Advent Meditation by candlelight in the Church
Friday 18" December 6pm Carol singing around the village, meeting at the village hall
Monday 21% December 7.30pm. Advent Service of carols and readings with the Shepway Singers
Numbers for this service will be strictly limited, with a maximum of about 20 people, all socially
distanced.
Please book your seats in advance- let Peter Le Feuvre know if you would like to come.
Preference will be given to Postling residents
Tuesday 22™ December 6pm Advent meditation by candlelight in the Church
Thursday 24th December 11.30am Christmas Eve Outdoor Crib Service in the Churchyard
Friday 25th December 9.30 am Christmas Day Morning Service in the Church

One hundred and forty two kilograms! That was the weight of the food and other items
donated by the village to the Folkestone Foodbank from the harvest appeal. Thank you!

Huge thanks to Jim Nicholls who has been painting the inside of the church porch over the
last few weeks.

And thanks too to everyone who has joined the rota to keep the church open
during daylight hours throughout the winter months

Mini Happy Hours continue on the fourth Friday of every month in a socially distanced way, compliant
with the law. If you fancy an end-of-the-week drink with your friends and neighbours, do let Pam
Webster know.

Postling Desert Island Discs by Zoom has kicked off its autumn series: 7.30 pm every Thursday
evening. If you would like to receive a link, please do let us know
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Services in November and December

Sunday 1t November
9.30am Family Communion By Zoom Rev Jane Weeks

Sunday 8™ November No service in Postling
10.50am at the War Memorial in Stanford, and a recorded service for the Elham Valley benefice

Sunday 15" November By Zoom
9.30am Morning Service Peter and Sarah
Sunday 22" November By Zoom
9.30am Morning Service Peter and Sarah

Sunday 29" November No service in Postling
11.00am Service in the Cathedral for the Elham Valley Benefice — book your place via the Cathedral website

Sunday 6" December
9.30am Family Communion By Zoom Rev Stephen Dougal

Sunday 13" December
9.30am Morning Service By Zoom Peter and Sarah

Tuesday 15" December

6.00pm Advent meditation In Postling Church
Sunday 20" December Peter and Sarah
9.30am Morning Service By Zoom

Monday 21% December
7.30pm Advent service of carols and readings with the Shepway Singers

Tuesday 22" December
6.00pm Advent meditation In Postling Church

Thursday 24" December
11.30am Crib Service In Postling Churchyard

Friday 25" December
9.30am Morning Service for Christmas Day In Postling Church Peter and Sarah

Sunday 27" December No service in Postling
10.00am Benefice Service in Lyminge

In addition, every Thursday evening at 6pm, there is a live, informal, socially distanced service in Postling
Church. Come if you can for a short time of quiet, with readings and prayers

Postling Church Flower and Cleaning Rota

October 315" November 7 Gill Dixon
November 14™ and 215 Sally Russell and Annette Battersby
November 28", December 5 Elisa Croucher, Pam Webster
( Advent- no flowers, cleaning only)
December 12" and 19™ Malliet Pattrick, Sarah Nicholls

(Christmas Flowers 19t at 10am. Everyone welcome!)
December 26 Caroline Butterfield, Sheila Limmer




Become a Cut Above the Rest

Twenty people from the village had a tour of Pent Farm over two weekends to see what is being done on
the farm to enhance habitats and the local environment.

Debbie Reynolds writes:

Autumn is a critical season for wildlife. Birds, small mammals and amphibians rely on the rural larder of fruits,
nuts and insects to increase their body fat prior to the ensuing cold hunger gap.

Hedgerow cutting in autumn removes an entire food supply, extending the hunger gap from October through
until March. Bare hedgerows eliminate small insects, spiders and larvae, with additional removal of autumn
foliage that offers protection and shelter through early winter. The alternative is hedge cutting from
December to February. Hedges cut during this time retain protection, shelter and an essential food supply
deep into the winter season. A hedge with benefits: Hedgerows provide shelter for livestock, break up the
ferocity of wind across crops and aid in the reduction of flooding and soil run-off through soil stabilisation and
deep rooting. Autumn foliage and fruiting also delivers a vivid palette in the garden and field boundary. There
is little not to like about a healthy, well connected, full hedge.

We can identify opportunities in our own gardens and farms to allow hedgerows to grow. Many species such as
hawthorn do not fruit until their second year of growth. Endangered species such as Turtle Dove, have suffered
a 93% decline since the 1970's. This beautiful summer visitor relies on mature hedgerows with a species-rich
grassland close by to provide insects for their chicks. Just one Turtle Dove was recorded in Monks Horton in
2020. The tree sparrow is now locally extinct due to habitat loss.

Winter is a time for planting too. We can look for opportunities to fill in hedgerow gaps to extend hunting
strips for bats. Native hedgerows should be bursting with thorn, hazel, dogwood and field maple providing a
glut of food and shelter. In contrast, hedges such as laurel provide little food.



