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PUBLIC NOTICE OF MEETING 

Due to the COVID 19 virus the Council meeting will be undertaken virtually using 

Zoom software.   The meeting can last for no more than 40 minutes. 

Monday 4th May 2020 at 7pm 

COUNCILLORS ARE HEREBY SUMMONED TO ATTEND 

Public participation is welcomed.  Any members of the public wishing to participate 

should email the Town Clerk townclerk@bewdleytowncouncil.org prior to the 

meeting. Questions relevant to the agenda or for consideration at future meetings 

may be asked of the Town Council; please note there is no expectation of a response 

at this time.  

Representative members of the principal authorities and support services wishing 

to provide a report should email the Town Clerk townclerk@bewdleytowncouncil.org  

prior to the meeting. 

 

 

Sharon Hudson, Town Clerk                     

25(A) Load Street, Bewdley 

townclerk@bewdleytowncouncil.org      28th April 2020 

 

AGENDA 

9080 OPENING REMARKS 

All participants are asked to be mindful of the time constraints when speaking.  

Votes will be taken by a show of hand or spoken by those members with no with 

visual contact.  

9081 TO RECEIVE AND NOTE ANY COUNCIL MEMBER’S APOLOGY FOR 
ABSENCE  

 
9082 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:   

Councillors are reminded:-  
(i) To keep their Register of Interests updated.  
(ii) To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests in agenda items and their 

nature.  
(iii) To declare any Other Disclosable Interests agenda items and their nature.  

 
9083 DISPENSATIONS   

To consider and vote upon any member’s written requests received before the 
meeting for dispensation to stay in the meeting, speak and/or vote on matters for 
which the member has made a declaration of interest pursuant to Section 33 of the 
Localism Act 2011 and the Council’s Standing Orders and Code of Conduct  

  
9084  PUBLIC QUESTION TIME  

i. Members of the public will be invited to ask questions relating to this agenda or 
for consideration at future meetings of this committee.  There is no expectation 
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of any dialogue or ad hoc discussion with the Town Council members at this 
time. 
 

ii. The representative members of the principal authorities (Worcestershire County 
Council and Wyre Forest District Council) are invited to present their reports. 

 

iii. Representatives of support services such as Parish Footpath Warden, Tree 
Warden, Police Community Support Officers, are invited to present their 
reports. 
 

9085 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
The draft minutes of the Town Council meeting held 07/04/2020 will be presented 
to the meeting for approval by Town Council members. 

 
9086 ACCOUNTS 
 Town Council members will be presented with the following: 
 

i. The current schedule of accounts including invoices to be paid and invoices 
paid as a matter of urgency - approval decision required  
 

ii. The year-end bank reconciliation as at 31/03/2020 and the current reserves - 
for noting  
  

iii. Comparison of budget to actual income and expenditure as at the year-end 
31/03/2020 -  for noting  

 
9087 COMMITTEE REPORTS   

 
i. Planning Committee. 

To Note the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 26/03/2020. 
 

9088 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN PROGRESS  
 To receive a verbal update from the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group Leader 

Cllr R Stanczyszyn and Note the Locality agreement for technical support. 
 
9089 FLOOD DEFENCE GROUP 
 To receive a verbal update from Cllr C Edginton White  
 
9089 COMMITTEE STRUCTURE AND MEMBERSHIP 

Cllr L Davies has asked that the Mayor present a decision paper on her behalf 
relating to Committee Structures and Membership 
 

9090 TOWN CLERK’S UPDATES  
Councillors are asked to note the Town Clerk’s updates relating to ongoing 
concerns, including:  
 

i. Internal Audit – the Internal Auditor (DKE Audit Services) is working 
from home and in email contact for any information required. 
 

ii. Corporate Plan – consider a virtual meeting of the Corporate Plan 
Group 06.05.2020 
 

iii. Localism – updates received 
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9091 LENGTHSMAN  
To Agree – the re-appointment of the Lengthsman (Richard Jones) and Assistant 
Lengthsman (Petr Kratky) for the year 2020-21. 
 
To receive and Approve the Lengthsman risk assessment (allowing the 
Lengthsmen to return to work). 

 
9092 COVID 19 SUPPORT GROUP  

To receive an update on items, if any, stored in the Council’s garage. 
 
9093 BEWDLEY-IN-KIND 

Cllr Stanczyszyn to present a report with regard to supporting a Bewdley-In-Kind 
grant application. 

 
9094 MAYOR’S DIARY AND FUTURE EVENTS 

i) To receive an update on the Mayor’s diary 

ii) To Note future Civic and Community events 
Mayor’s Sunday 

The Mayors Sunday civic ceremony planned for 21/06/2020, has been 
moved, due to the on-going COVID 19 situation, to 27/09/2020; this is 
dependent on on-going government advice with regards to social 
gatherings.  

 
9095 ITEMS OF URGENCY OR TO NOTE FOR FUTURE MEETINGS  
 
9096 In accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, s1(2) to 

resolve to exclude the public and the press from the meeting to allow for discussion 
of confidential matters relating to any of staff, legal matters or contractual 
arrangements: 

 
9097 IT SOLUTIONS 
 Consider quotations received and Agree which option to progress. 
 
9098 ON GOING STAFFING ISSUES 
 To receive an update from Cllr D Morehead  
 
9099 DATE AND TIME OF ANNUAL COUNCIL MEETING – 15th May 2020 

DATE AND TIME OF NEXT ORDINARY MEETING     – 1st June 2020 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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AGENDA ITEM 9085 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD AS A VIRTUAL MEETING ON  
7TH APRIL 2020 at 7.00PM  

This virtual meeting was held using Zoom software 
 
(Voting was recorded by a show of hands where Councillors were able to access the 

meeting using a camera and could be seen by the Town Clerk; Councillors who had no 

access to a camera were asked to speak out or use the CHAT function on Zoom) 

PRESENT 

Council Members The Mayor, Cllr J Byng, Cllrs D Morehead - Deputy Town Mayor  
 S Billett, A Coleman, R Coleman, S Colllingridge, C Edginton White, 

P Gittins MBE, P Harrison, R Stanczyszyn 
        
In attendance: Two Member of the Public 
  S Hudson - Town Clerk  
 
9068  OPENING REMARKS  

At 7pm the Mayor had not accessed the virtual meeting; Cllr D Morehead as Deputy 

Mayor opened the meeting and spoke as follows: 

Due to the on going Coronavirus pandemic and government advice it is not possible 

to hold face to face Town Council meetings; Agreement is sought that, during the 

COVID 19 pandemic crisis, holding virtual meetings requires that some elements of 

the standing orders relating to meetings be suspended. 

All participants are asked to be mindful of the time constraints when speaking.  
All votes taken should be spoken.  
 
The Mayor Cllr John Byng joined the virtual meeting 7.03pm and thereafter chaired 
the meeting. 
The Mayor spoke of the new statutory instrument issued by the Government on 

04/04/2020 – The Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) 

(Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and Crime Panel Meetings) (England and 

Wales) Regulations 2020 which allows Councils to hold virtual Council meetings 

during the Coronavirus lockdown (up to 07/05/2021). 

Members RESOLVED to Approve that all Council meetings are held virtually and 

where appropriate Standing Orders relating to meetings be suspended to allow for 

The Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of 

Local Authority and Police and Crime Panel Meetings) (England and Wales) 

Regulations 2020. 

9069 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 Apologies were received from Cllr H Lacy. 
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 Cllrs L Davies and M Maher were unable to join the virtual meeting due to technical 
issues with their home IT equipment. 

 
 
9070 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 Councillors were reminded to submit their Register of Interests and to declare any 

Disclosable Pecuniary and/or Other Disclosable Interests in items on the agenda 
and their nature. 

   None 
 
9071 COUNCILLORS’ DISPENSATIONS 

None requested 
 
9072 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
 

i. Members of the public.  
  None 

 
ii Representative members of the principal authorities 

 
Mrs R Vale, WCC member for Bewdley division was unable to attend the 
meeting; prior to the meeting Mrs Vale provided Councillors with a compre-
hensive written update on issues and actions being taken by the County dur-
ing the Coronavirus crisis. 
 
Mr I Hardiman, WCC member for Cookley, Wolverley and Wribbenhall 
was unable to attend the meeting, the Mayor Cllr J Byng started to read his 
report but due to the time constraints of the meeting it was agreed that a 
copy would be emailed to all Councillors instead.  
 

 iii Representatives of support services 
   None 
 
9073 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
 With Agreed minor amendments, it was RESOLVED to Approve the draft minutes 

of the Town Council meeting, held on 02/03/2020, as a true and accurate record of 
that meeting. 

 
9074 ACCOUNTS 

The Town Clerk presented the position as follows: 
 

i.      The updated schedule of accounts including approval of invoices to be paid 
and approval of invoices paid as a matter of urgency. 

     It was RESOLVED to Approve the schedule of payments as at 31/03/2020.  

 

The following documents were presented to the Finance and General Purposes 
Committee 18/03/2020 

 

ii. It was RESOLVED to note the bank reconciliation, cash balances and reserves 
as at 28/02/2020. 
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It was RESOLVED to Approve the provision of additional reserves for the 
following: 

VAS signs    £2500.00 
Replacement Notice Boards  £  250.00 
Street Poles    £2000.00 

  
iii.   It was RESOLVED to note the current financial position actual against 

budget as at 29/02/2020. 
  
9075 COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 Round-up of draft minutes, reports and updates arising since 02/03/2020: 
 

i)    Planning Committee,  
It was RESOLVED to note the minutes of the meeting held on 27/02/2020. 

 
ii) Finance and General Purposes Committee, meeting held 18/03/2020. 

 
 It was RESOLVED to note the Finance and General Purposes Committee’s draft 

minutes 18/03/2020.  
 

 Approval sought for the recommendations as follows: 
 
a) COVID 19 Support Group – Cllr A Coleman confirmed that she had 

approached the COVID 19 support group and passed on her contact 

details as the nominated garage key holder.  As yet the storage facility 

has not been used.  
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It was RESOLVED to Approve that the Council offer their support to 

the COVID 19 Support Group by providing a storage facilities for 

supplies and that as the nominated garage key holder Cllr A Coleman 

acts as the Council’s coordinator. 

 

9076 LOTTERY GRANT APPLICATION – Wyre Hill Sand Park 
It was RESOLVED to Approve the final lottery grant application for Wyre Hill Sand 
Park. The application is to be progressed by the Town Clerk. 

 
9077 EMERGENCY PROCEDURES 

Emergency delegation procedures  
In light of the current coronavirus crisis it was RESOLVED to Approve the 
following amendments to the standing orders and scheme of delegation. 

 

• In a time of emergency, the Town Clerk, in conjunction with the Mayor and the 
Chairman of Finance & General Purposes committee, can undertake general 
expenditure up to a sum of £1500, in line with sections 4 and 6 of the financial 
regulations. 

 
Additionally 

• The Town Clerk, in conjunction with the Mayor, the Deputy Mayor and the Chair-
man of Finance & General Purposes committee, be delegated Council decision 
making on expenditure made in line with the Council’s budgets. 

 
Attendance  

It was RESOLVED to Approve that the rule stating a member not attending 
meetings for a period of six months automatically ceases to be a member of the 
Council (LGA 1972 s85 (1)) be suspended for the duration of the Coronavirus 
crisis for the following groups: 

• Front line workers 

• Vulnerable groups & over 70’s  
 

9078 ITEMS OF URGENCY OR TO NOTE FOR FUTURE MEETINGS  
  
 Future Meetings 
 Cllr C Edginton White commented that residents affected by the flooding were still 

struggling and asked that, as agreed in Council minute 9066, a meeting of 
nominated Councillors be set up (virtually) to discuss the issues. Mayor Cllr John 
Byng asked that this be done without the Town Clerk’s involvement at this time.  Cllr 
Byng will coordinate the meeting arrangements. 

 
 Items to Note 
 Shared Civil Enforcement Officer - Cllr R Coleman commented that this had been 

voted against previously and could not therefore be reconsidered at this time. 
 
 Corporate Plan Group – the Town Clerk asked that a virtual meeting be set up to 

review the corporate plan 
 
 Christmas Light Switch On 2020 – as future Government guidelines on group 

gathering have, as yet, not been confirmed the Town Clerk asked that the Christmas 
light switch on plans be put on hold until more information is available. Members 
Agreed. 

 
 Furlough Employees – Cllr D Morehead raised the issue of furloughing Council 

employees.  Further consideration is required. 
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 Precept – WFDC have confirmed that the first instalment of the precept will be paid 
in full at the end of April. 

 
 Floral Displays – Cllr R Coleman raised the issue of the Town Floral displays.  Prior 

to the coronavirus lockdown, WFDC were asked to re quote for the supply of displays 
within the Town Council’s £3000 budget. WFDC could only offer two flower stands 
with watering.  Cllr S Billett commented that the WFDC parks team had currently 
been redeployed on other duties and may not therefore be able to provide displays 
this year.  Cllr R Stanczyszyn commented that next year the budget should be 
increased to reflect actual costs.  

 
9079 DATE AND TIME OF NEXT ORDINARY MEETING – Monday 4th May 2020, 7pm  
  

 
The meeting closed at 19.34pm 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed…………………………………………………………………………………… 

  Mayor/Chairman  
  4th May 2020 
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AGENDA ITEM 9086 

 

   Bewdley Town Council  
     

    RECONCILIATION REPORT  

   Period Ending 31/03/2020  
 

    

Reconciled on: 07/04/2020   

Reconciled by: Sharon Hudson  

     
Current Account - Unity Bank Statement as of 31st March 
2020 – Agreed to Bank Statement SCH 31,774.97 

 
    

Less Uncleared chequesas of 31/03/2020  
DATE TYPE REF NO. PAYEE AMOUNT (GBP) 

  103468 SUSA -60.00 
  103708 Instantprint -20.99 

  103825 
Bewdley Community Marching 
Band 

-150.00 

  103873 
Bewdley Community Marching 
Band 

-240.00 

  103886 
Bewdley Community Marching 
Band 

-150.00 

  103923 
Bewdley Community Marching 
Band 

-750.00 

  104013 K Daisley -0.60 

    104049 WORCESTERSHIRE CALC -40.00 

 
   -1411.59 

      

Balance per Receipts and Payments 30,363.38 

     

UNITY BANK DEPOSIT ACCOUNT  
BANK BALANCE @ 31ST MARCH 2020 10,642.31 

     

SCOTTISH WIDOWS INVESTMENT  
BANK BALANCE @ 31ST MARCH 2020 30,671.97 

     

CAMBRIDGE BUILDING SOCIETY  
BANK BALANCE @ 31ST MARCH 2020 30,000.00 

     

PETTY CASH @ 31ST MARCH 2020 36.24 

     

TOGETHER GROUP PETTY CASH @ 31ST MARCH 2020 150.00 

     

Total Cash and Investments  101,863.90 
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AGENDA ITEM 9087 

 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE HELD REMOTELY, VIA EMAIL ON  
THURSDAY, 26TH MARCH AT 5PM 

 
 

PRESENT BY RESPONSE  

     

`   Councillor Rod Stanczyszyn (Chair) 

                               Councillor Sarah Billett 

                               Councillor Paul Gittins 

                               Councillor Roger Coleman 

 

Administering responses: 

     

                              Kerry Smith, Administration Assistant 

     

       

     7720     Apologies 

                    

                  Apologies were received from Cllrs Liz Davies and Heather Lacy 

 

7721 Declarations of Interest 

 

 Cllr S Billett declared a disclosable interest in 20/0206/FUL as a customer of 

the applicant, and therefore opted out of voting and commenting.            

 

 

     7722      Dispensations 

  

              None received 
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7723     Minutes 

  

             The minutes of the meeting held 27th February 2020 were approved.  

 

 7724      20/0089/FUL  
              & 20/0090/LBC  The Little Pack Horse, High Street, Bewdley, DY12   

                                         2DH 

                             

                                      Retrospective Application for kitchen extract flue. 

 

                   It was agreed to recommend refusal for the following material reason/s:  

                   Effect on Listed building and conservation area, and Design, appearance  

                   and materials. 

 
 7725     20/0094/HOU      5 Ingram Crescent, Bewdley, Worcestershire, DY12 2BS 
                              

                                     Proposed ground floor garden room extension – revised  

                                     drawings 

 
            It was agreed to recommend approval. 

        

 7726     20/0116/HOU      Blaircroft, Wyre Hill, Bewdley, DY12 2UE 
 

                                      Proposed two-storey side extension and new bay window      

                                          to front.                    
 
           It was agreed to recommend approval. 
 
7727      20/0147/HOU     Somerville, 33 Kidderminster Road, Bewdley, DY12 1BU 
 

Public Emails and correspondence 

 

20/0162/S73 - The Retreat, 3 Load Street, Bewdley 

One email from an adjoining resident to The Retreat was received in 

objection to this application. 

 

20/0206/FUL - Bewdley Brewery, Lax Lane Craft Centre, Lax Lane, 

Bewdley –  

Four emails were received in objection to this application; one from the 

Director, representing Gardners Meadow Ltd, and three from residents of 

Gardners Meadow, an adjoining estate to Bewdley Brewery. 
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                                      Detached double garage with garden room over 

 

           It was agreed to recommend approval, subject to conservation officer’s   
           recommendation. 
 
7728      20/0162/S73      The Retreat, 3 Load Street, Bewdley 
 

                                      Variation of Condition 1 attached to Planning Approval 

                                      19/0747/FULL to extend closing time from 9pm to 12 midnight 

                                      Thursday to Saturday and 11pm Sunday to Wednesday 

 
                  It was agreed to recommend refusal for the following material reason/s: 
                  Noise and disturbance resulting from use and Effect on listed building   
                  and conservation area. 
 
7729        20/0166/HOU    Craemoor, 36 Stourport Road, Bewdley, DY12 1BL 
 

                                       Removal of existing single storey side extensions and         

                                       construction of single storey side extension to provide  

                                       enlarged kitchen, utility room and store. 

 

                  It was agreed to recommend approval. 

 
7730         20/0168/HOU   Town Mill, Dowles Brook, Bewdley, DY12 2LU 
 

                                       Proposed Flood Wall 

 
                  It was agreed to recommend approval. 
 
7731          20/0180/FUL     Land At Habberley Road, Bewdley, Worcestershire 
 

                                         Change of use of land to mixed agricultural and equestrian  

                                         use. Conversion of unauthorised building to stables with tack  

                                         room and associated hardstanding (Part retrospective) and  

                                         field shelter. 

 

                  It was agreed to recommend approval. 
 
7732          20/0194/FUL  
                 & 20/0195/LBC  Redthorne Court, Redthorne House, 11 High Street,     

                                            Bewdley, DY12 2FB 
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                                         Change of use of part of basement to Use Class A2 (Financial   

                                         and Professional Services Offices) including new glazed  

                                         entrance to rear elevation. 

 

                  It was agreed to recommend approval. 
 
7733         20/0196/HOU     4 Hunts Rise, Bewdley, DY12 1HR 
 

                                         Two Storey side extension and single storey rear extension 

 

                  It was agreed to recommend approval. 
 
7734         20/0206/FUL      Bewdley Brewery, Lax Lane Craft Centre, Lax Lane,  
                                            Bewdley 
 

                                              Retrospective change of use to B2 (Brewery use),   

                                      including external alterations, installation of security gate  

                                      and construction of workshop and proposed extension to  

                                      canopy.  

 

                  It was agreed to recommend refusal for the following material reason/s: 
                  Previous planning decisions (including appeal decisions) and Noise and   
                  disturbance resulting from use. There must be further work done with this   
                  issue to establish exactly what opening hours are acceptable for this  
                  property. 
 
7735    Representations 

  
                  It was agreed that no representation will be made to the next Planning 

                 Committee in relation to any of the planning applications considered above. 

 

7736    Planning Decisions Update 

 
             Noted.   
 
7737   Items of Urgency or to Note for Future Meeting 
 
           Noted. 
 
               It was agreed that any applications received, with a consultation date due for   
               expiry before the next planning meeting, will be forwarded to the town council   
              planning committee members.  Any queries or comments will be   
              passed on to the relevant case officer/s prior to the next planning meeting if   
              deemed necessary. 
 
              It was requested that WFDC be contacted to forward any independent   
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              agricultural reports in relation to application 20/0222/FUL - Land At Blackstone  
             Meadow. Stourport Road, Bewdley,DY12 1PU - Retrospective change of  
             use of land for stationing of mobile home for use as temporary rural workers  
             dwelling iincluding erection of agricultural building, 4no. field shelters and  
             agricultural storage compound, with associated fencing and works and  
             change of use of agricultural land for the siting of 10 touring caravan pitches  
             and retention of site office. (related case Appeal: 18/0331/FULL/WFA1547).    
 
             The expiry date for consultee comments to be submitted on 20/0222/FUL is 9th  
             April 2020.   
 
            
 
            

Meeting Closed at 9 AM (27/03/2020) 
 
  
 

Signed…………………………………… 

Chairman at Planning Committee 

30th April 2020 
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AGENDA ITEM 9089 
 

BEWLEY TOWN COUNCIL  
MEETING 04.05.2020 

 
DECISION REPORT 

COMMITTEE STRUCTURE AND MEMBERSHIP 
 
Council is requested to examine its committee structure and membership.  
 
This has not been reviewed since July 2018 and now would appear to be an appropriate 
time to do so, before the decisions to be made at the Mayor Making meeting.  
 
By undertaking this review council will also be able to look at and adjust the amount of 
time our staff spend on committee work rather than other wider issues. At the moment the 
balance would not seem to be appropriate. 
 
Proposals  
Planning Committee.  
Current membership 8 councillors reduce to 6 with quorum of 3 
 
Staffing Committee  
No change proposed. Current membership 5 quorum  
 
Finance and General Purposes Committee  
Councillors’ are requested to review the necessity for a generalist committee, which this is, 
or if it would be more practical and efficient to form a finance committee and direct all 
general issues straight to Council  

 
This would remove the unnecessary dual discussion on matters not directly within the 
remit of an appointed committee.  
 
A newly formulated Finance committee’s remit would include all financial issues including 
budget, risk management and audit. 
 
Proposal   
That the present Finance and General Purposes committee be disbanded and that a 
Finance committee be agreed in its place    Membership 7 with a quorum of 4. 
 
NB chairmanship of committees to be agreed at committee’s first meeting. 
      Committees to formulate working groups as required ie budget 
 
Together Group - Proposed minimum of 3 councillors with 4/5 community members. 
 
Neighbourhood Plan Group - To continue as at present 
 
Other groups to be agreed by Council after advice from those councillors participating and 
decision on their relevance to Councils aims and objectives. 
 
Cllr E.M Davies    
20th April 2020 
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AGENDA ITEM 9094 

 

BTC FULL COUNCIL – 4th MAY 2020 

Motion for Facilitation of Bewdley-in-Kind grant from West Mercia Police 

Background 

The Bewdley-in-Kind organisation was set up approximately 6 weeks ago in 

order to help those residents of Bewdley and the surrounding area who are 

self-isolating from contact with the Covid-19 virus or cannot leave their 

homes for other reasons. It has worked since then to deliver food, medicines 

and other necessities to local people as well as frequent telephone calls for 

the purpose of helping people to not feel completely on their own. 

Following the offer from West Mercia Police of offering grants to such organ-

isations (ref. West Mercia Police & Crime Commissioner’s Coronavirus Re-

sponse Fund 2020/2021),  Bewdley-in-Kind have applied for a grant of £500 

from this fund. A condition of acceptance for this grant is that it can only be 

paid to a District, Town or Parish Council and then paid to the applicant only 

on the receipt of acceptable purchase records. 

Resolution 

Bewdley Town Council agrees to help Bewdley-in-Kind organisation to access 

a grant from West Mercia Police by the completion of the application form 

asking for certification by the appropriate Town Council through which the 

grant can be paid.   

 

Rod Stanczyszyn. 

27.04.2020 


