ALTON PARISH COUNCIL -THREE
*VILLAGES

Clerk to Council: Elizabeth Martin

Website: https://altonsandhoneystreet.org.uk/the-parish-council-2013/ Ivy House
Email: clerk@altonsandhoneystreet.org.uk 72 The Green
Telephone: 0773 059 4658 Poulshot

SN10 1RT

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

Minutes of the Full Meeting of Alton Parish Council
held at the Coronation Hall on Thursday 16" January 2024
commencing at 7:00pm.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Councillors, Mike Spencer [MS], Polly Carson [PC], Hayley
Kington [HK],Ewan MacKinnon [EMK], Kate Thompson [KT]

OFFICERS PRESENT: Elizabeth Martin [EM], Clerk to Council

CHAIR: Mike Spencer [MS]
APOLOGIES: Michael Golden [MG]
ABSENT: None

Meeting Opened: 19:29

FC24/25/098 TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Michael Golden has provided apologies.

FC24/25/099 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & APPLICATION FOR
DISPENSATION
No.declarations of interest declared.

FC24/25/100 MINUTES OF THE MEETING 215 OF NOVEMBER 2024
Proposed [EM] Seconded [KT] Passed
IT WAS RESOLVED THAT The Minutes Of The Parish Council Meeting
Held On 215t November 2024, be accepted as a true record.

FC24/25/101 CHAIR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
No Announcements

FC24/25/102 PLANNING
No Planning Applications For Review
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FC24/25/103 TO RECEIVE, FOR INFORMATION, THE CLERK'S REPORT:
- Audit season is approaching EM is collecting references for a new
auditor, following the previous auditor’s withdrawal in 2024.
Invoices and electronic signatures are being prepared to ensure
readiness, with governance documents scheduled for review in
May. EM invited Councillors to suggest any additional governance
items requiring attention.

- The clerk attended a flooding meeting and introduced a flood area
record software called “Fort,” supported by Dorset Council
https://www.devon.gov.uk/floodriskmanagement/report-flooding-
to-property/

- The software collects flooding reports, generates summaries,
provides data for government reporting, aids prioritisation, and
supports post-incident investigations. EM will investigate access
through Dorset Council, assess its suitability for Alton, and consult
back to the Council to see if approaching residents for input would
be appropriate ensuring no private data is entered without
permission. Concerns were raised about potential insurance
implications, which she agreed to explore further before
proceeding. The council supported her initiative to gather more
information and report back.

- Parish Council Election confirmed to be held in May 2025. EM to let
the Council know what will be expected once the information has
been released.

FC24/25/104 TO.RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON THE DRAINAGE WORKS IN ALTON
This item was.comprehensively addressed during Cllr Oatway’s report
under Public Participation (Section 1). No additional updates were
provided, though the council noted the ongoing need to monitor
progress and await a confirmed programme date from Wiltshire Council.

FC24/25/105 FINANCE MATTERS

FC24/25/106 To Receive For Information, Disbursements Made Since The Last
Meeting
- (SLCC) Society Of Local Council Clerks Membership - £35

- Charlton Baker Payroll Fee — November, December £18.50

- Hugo Fox Website Maintenance — November, December, January -
£11.99

- Payroll for December, January

- Clerk's Allowance for November, December, January - £25 per
month

- Banking Service Charge — November, December - £6.00
- HMRC-£131.40
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FC24/25/107

FC24/25/108

FC24/25/109

FC24/25/110

FC24/25/111

FC24/25/112

To Consider And Approve The Schedule Of Forthcoming Payments
Proposed [PC] Seconded [MS] Passed

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT The Approval Of The Schedule Of
Forthcoming Payments Be Accepted.

To Receive The Bank Reconciliations As Presented

Proposed [MS]. Seconded [KT]. Agreed.

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT The Bank Reconciliations Be Deferred To
The March 2025 Meeting.

To Consider And Agree The 2025/26 Parish Council Budget

Proposed [KT]. Seconded [MS]. Passed

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT The 2025/2026 Parish Council Budget
(Option C) Be Accepted As Presented.

To Consider And Agree The Precept Request For 2025/26

Proposed [KT] Seconded [MS].

Based on Error! Reference source not found. the precept will be
£7438.00

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT A Precept Request for 2025/26 of £7438.00
be sent to Wiltshire Council

2024125 £2627 " £3064 | £35.02  £3940 | £48.16  £56.91 | £6567 E?B.Bﬂ:

2025126 £27.75 ! £32.37 \ E37.00  £4162 | £50.87 | £60.12 | £69.37 \ £83.24
Diference foreach Band €~ £148 | £1.73 | £188  £222 | f£271 | €321 | £370 | £4.44

% difference for each Band 5.63%! 5.65%‘ 565% | 563% | 563% @ 5.64% 5.63%‘ 5.63% |

TO RECEIVE UPDATES FOR THE FOLLOWING GROUPS

Traffic Initiative Working Group

The Council acknowledged a lack of recent activity in the Traffic
Initiative Working Group since the departure of a key member, Max. The
PCSO’s speed check results (17 offenders) were cited as evidence of a
persistent issue, prompting a commitment to reinvigorate the initiative.
Suggestions included:

- Installing signage, such as a flashing 30 mph sign similar to
Ogbourne St George, to slow traffic entering the village.

- Addressing safety concerns at the bridge, proposing a priority
system for one direction and a marked pedestrian area.

- Purchasing a SID (costing approximately £4,400, with potential
match funding to be explored).
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Action: The Clerk volunteered to draft a strategy document by the next
meeting, incorporating these ideas and additional community input.
The council agreed to consult residents, linking the precept increase to
tangible traffic safety improvements, and to decide on specific actions in
March.

FC24/25/113 LHFIG (Local Highway And Footway Improvement Group)
Next meeting scheduled for 5th February 2025, 14:00, Online

The council recognised the absence of a regular representative and
discussed the importance of attending to address traffic and footpath
issues. No Councillor could commit due to scheduling uncertainties, but
the clerk agreed to circulate the invite linkfor a volunteer to confirm
attendance later.

FC24/25/114 Pewsey Area Board.
Next Meeting 3™ February 2025, 19:00, The Bouverie Hall, Goddard
Road, Pewsey, Wiltshire, SN9 5EQ

FC24/25/115 TO RECEIVE FOR INFORMATION, CORRESPONDENCE AND
CIRCULARS RECEIVED
- Storm Burt information (sent last year)

- Precept information (November)
- Flood working group details (December)

- Parish Steward’s 2025 schedule (uploaded to Box, with a note that
recent cold weather has shifted priorities to gritting)

- <~ Wiltshire Association for Local Councils newsletter (circulated that
day, praised for its comprehensive regional updates)

FC24/25/116 TO CONSIDER ITEMS OF MAINTENANCE
- A significant pothole was reported outside a property on the road
towards Prior’s Church, previously highlighted and temporarily
marked with bricks. The clerk agreed to report it via the updated My
Wiltshire app, noting improved software functionality.

- A resident noted rubbish, paraphernalia, and recent tree cutting
along the canal path, describing it as intimidating for walkers. The
clerk confirmed this falls under the Canals and Rivers Trust’s
jurisdiction and agreed to write to them for action.

- Additionally, the clerk informed the council that Paul Hill would
remove the village notice board the following day (17th January) at
midday. Arrangements were made for a Councillor to coordinate its
storage in a stable, with potential assistance from a JCB to move it.
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Any additional information of maintenance for the village is requested
to be put forward to the Parish Clerk at
clerk@altonsandhoneystreet.org.uk or use the
https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/mywilts-online-reporting link to make a
direct report to the County Council.

FC24/25/117 KEY MESSAGES
The council identified two key messages from the meeting:

- The decision to increase the precept by £1,000 to £7,438 for
2025/26, supporting flooding and traffic initiatives.

- The commitment to reinvigorate the Traffic Initiative Working
Group, with a strategy to be developed by March.

FC24/25/118 NEXT MEETING
The next meeting date will be on 'the Thursday 20%™ March 2025 at
7:00pm at the Coronation Hall.

Meeting Closed 20:20

These minutes are accepted as a true and accurate record: -

Signed Date

Summary Of Public Participation Section (Part A)

Public Participation Opened 19:01
L. To Receive a report from the Unitary Councillor Paul Oatway.

Unitary Councillor Paul Oatway attended the meeting briefly to provide
an update on several matters, with a particular focus on the drainage
works planned for the Alton area. He reported that he regularly contacts
Andy Cadwallader from Wiltshire Council to press for progress on the
drainage works, particularly due to concerns about Brown’s Lane, where
the road has deteriorated, affecting access for oil deliveries and other
services. On the day of the meeting, he received a response from Mr.
Cadwallader stating that the work is currently with the Council’s
contractor, but no programme date has been confirmed. Cllr Oatway
expressed frustration at the lack of a firm timeline and noted his
intention to escalate the matter by emailing a cabinet member to
demand a specific date for the works.
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Regarding the drainage strategy, Cllr Oatway explained that the council
is exploring the possibility of cutting grips (channels) on the eastern side
of Walker’s Hill to manage surface water flow, as there is no existing
positive drainage on the hill. However, he highlighted a concern that this
could adversely affect the pastureland to the east, and he is awaiting
further advice from the drainage team. He clarified that the grips would
be installed within Wiltshire Council’s verge, not extending into private
fields.

Cllr Oatway detailed specific drainage issues in the village, including the
need to clear and flush drains on the divisive bend, repair a broken pipe
crossing the road towards the cottages, and undertake further ditch
work. He also noted a blocked pipe running from a drain near a field to
Brown’s Lane, emphasizing that while drains have been identified, the
pipe has not been cleared. To - address ongoing maintenance, he
proposed that the council identify drain locations using the “three
words” system and report them via the-My Wiltshire app, enabling
regular upkeep. The Clerk, Elizabeth Martin, was asked to coordinate
this effort.

Beyond drainage, Cllr Oatway provided updates on other Wiltshire
Council matters, including a £3 million Household Support Fund for
vulnerable residents (with 77% allocated to households with children
and only 4.2% to pensioners), a £7 million investment in bus services for
2025/26, and a £22 million highways allocation. He also discussed the
proposed “Heart of Wessex” devolution plan, combining Wiltshire,
Dorset, Somerset, and Bournemouth, Christchurch, and Poole, with a
mayor overseeing funding distribution—a structure Wiltshire Council
reluctantly accepted due to budget implications.

II. Report from Community Police Officer, PCSO

The clerk presented the quarterly report from PCSO Jonathan Mills,
which detailed speed enforcement checks conducted in the Alton Barnes
Parish area. These checks resulted in 14 drivers being referred to a
speed awareness course and 3 drivers receiving fines and penalty points
on their licences. The clerk noted the significance of catching 17
speeders, suggesting it indicates a persistent speeding issue, though the
duration and concentration of the checks were unclear. She agreed to
follow up with PCSO Mills for clarification on whether the checks were
conducted over a short period or multiple visits, as this could underscore
the urgency of traffic concerns.

The report also mentioned three planned police drop-in sessions in
nearby locations: Wootton Rivers (Royal Oak), Great Bedwyn (Holy Cross
Church), and Pewsey (Bouverie Hall) in February. The clerk committed
to posting details on the council’s website to inform residents of these
opportunities to engage with the police.
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III. To receive reports from Village Groups & Organisations
No reports were received from village groups or organisations.

IV. Comments from members of the public to be considered by the Council
regarding items on the agenda.

Several comments were raised by members of the public for the
council’s consideration:

- Caravan Concern: A resident highlighted the presence of a caravan,
which remains unresolved. The clerk confirmed she had already
written to PCSO Jonathan Mills about this matter and would follow
up on the next steps.

- Fence Panels in Honey Street: A Honey Street resident sought
clarification on the permissible height of fence panels between
neighbouring gardens, noting that guidance varies across councils.
The clerk reported the standard as typically 6 feet (2 metres) or 6
feet 6 inches including atrellis, based on common practice. She
suspected the query stemmed from a neighbour’s recent fence
installation, possibly linked to a_planning application objection,
and agreed to research and respond formally to the resident.

- Alton White Horse Condition: A resident, via the Pewsey Forum,
expressed concern that the Alton White Horse, re-chalked in 2019,
appeared to be fading into the landscape. Councillors explained
that the horse is maintained through spraying rather than re-
chalking to preserve the chalk, and its visibility diminishes in wet
conditions but improves as the weather dries. No immediate plans
for re-chalking were proposed, given the significant effort involved
in 2019, which included helicopter assistance and community
involvement.
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