     Stonham Aspal Parish Council
Minutes of the Annual General Parish Council Meeting
held at 8pm on Tuesday 5th May 2026 at Stonham Aspal Village Hall

          Present: Cllr Emberson (Chair), Cllr Morley, Cllr Mullings, Cllr Mitson 
          Attendance: Members of the public and Sam Pass (Clerk)

	26.18
	Election of Chair of the Parish Council for 2026/27
It was resolved that Cllr Emberson continue as Chair.
Proposed by Cllr Morley.
Seconded by Cllr Mullings.
All in favour.
Cllr Emberson signed the declaration of acceptance of office.

	26.19
	Election of Vice-Chair of the Parish Council for 2026/27
It was resolved that Cllr Morley continue as Vice-Chair.
Proposed by Cllr Emberson.
Seconded by Cllr Mitson.
All in favour.
Cllr Morley signed the declaration of acceptance of office.

	26.20
	Member Absences
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllr Wright and Cllr Brooks.

	26.21
	Declarations of Pecuniary and Non-Pecuniary Interest
No declarations were made.

	26.22
	Approval of Minutes of the Previous Meeting
It was resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 7th April 2026 be approved as a true record and signed by the Chair.

	26.23
	Consideration of Reports by the District Councillor and County Councillor
The reports were received at the Annual Assembly meeting.

	26.24
	Contributions by Members of the Public
A parishioner raised concerns regarding speeding and the possible use of average speed cameras, particularly on Scotts Hill, where vehicles slow for the bend and camera location. Reference was made to a camera that can be attached to the SID and record over a seven-day period; drivers identified as speeding would receive a warning letter, with fines possible for repeat offences. Further research will be undertaken and a report brought back to a future meeting of the Parish Council.

	26.25
26.25.1








26.25.2










26.25.3
	Planning
Consideration of Planning Applications
DC/26/01406 | Householder Application - Erection of double garage | Barn House Norwich Road Little Stonham Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 5JT – it was agreed that the Council submit a neutral response with no comment.

DC/25/03043 | Full Planning Application - Change of use to a Travellers site with up to 18 pitches. Each pitch comprising 1No. Static, 1No, Day Room, and 1No. Touring Caravan. | Land Rear Of The Rose Inn Debenham Road Crowfield Suffolk – it was agreed that the Council's previous comments be resubmitted, as they remain unchanged.

Decision notices
DC/26/01020 | Householder Application - Proposed single-storey front extension incorporating a covered porch area. | 10 Stowmarket Road Stonham Aspal Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 6AB – granted.

DC/26/00665 | Householder Application - Erection of a single storey detached workshop | The Old Pump House The Street Stonham Aspal Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 6AG – granted.

DC/26/01038 | Householder Application - Removal of Existing External Glazing and Replace with Insulated Timber Frame and External Cladding. | 3 Walnut Tree Meadow Stonham Aspal Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 6DF – granted.

Other planning matters – none.

	26.26

26.26.1






26.26.2

26.26.3


26.26.4




26.26.5

26.26.6


26.26.7

	Finance

Authorisation of payments
The following payments were approved and the payment sheet signed by Cllr Mullings and Cllr Emberson:
1. Sam Pass – Clerk’s salary for April and office expenses: £233.77
2. Alpha Rural Services Ltd – recreation ground works: £3,624.00
3. Cllr Brooks – printing of flyers: £47.88
4. SALC – annual membership: £313.26

Bank reconciliation up to 31st March 2026 – noted.

Income received since bank reconciliation – precept of £3,500.00, recycling credit of £683.00 and CIL income of £11,146.50 were noted.

Review and approval of income and expenditure against budget up to 31st March 2026 – noted.
Proposed by Cllr Mullings.
Seconded by Cllr Emberson.
All in favour.

Review and approval of the asset register – approved.

Approval to purchase a new printer – the Clerk reported that the issue might relate to the laptop rather than the printer. The Clerk will investigate and, if necessary, place the matter on the agenda for the next meeting.

Approval of increase to Clerk’s salary – it was resolved that the Clerk’s salary be increased by 5%, backdated to 1st April 2026.

	26.27




26.27.1





















26.27.2


26.27.3
	Reports were received from councillors assigned to the following:
People and Place Plan – Cllr Morley – three copies are held in binders. It was agreed that one copy be placed in the church and taken to the fete on 31st May, with a further copy to be made available at the village hall.

Recreation ground – Cllr Brooks and Cllr Mullings
A significant amount of work has been completed during the previous six weeks.  Two large pieces of condemned equipment were removed. The site had been closed for six weeks.  To reopen, the following were approved:

Contract with Alpha for 16 grass cuts at the recreation ground:
Proposed by Cllr Morley
Seconded by Cllr Emberson

Swing chains and installation at £160
Proposed by Cllr Emberson
Seconded by Cllr Morley

RoSPA inspection at £260
Proposed by Cllr Emberson
Seconded by Cllr Mitson

A 12-inch depth of bark under the equipment was recommended, subject to review following the RoSPA inspection.

Action Cllr Mullings and Clerk to place orders to enable the recreation ground to open.

New noticeboard – Cllr Emberson – noted that this item should have been removed from the agenda, as the works are complete: Action Clerk to remove from the agenda going forward

Village signs – Cllr Morley – ongoing.

	26.28

26.28.1

26.28.2

26.28.3

26.28.4


26.28.5



26.28.6

	Updates on the following:

Licence for the 20mph flashing signs – The Clerk has requested a revised quotation.

Village fete – Flyers have been printed and the cost reclaimed.

Dog bins – It was agreed to order a dog bin for The Pound: Action Clerk 

Request for volunteers to cut back the verge at Homestead Park
Under the horticultural scheme, Cllr Mullings will speak to a Homestead resident about applying for assistance. This matter remains ongoing Action Cllr Mullings
Recruitment of councillors
No expressions of interest have been received in respect of the current councillor vacancies. This matter remains ongoing.

Speed survey for the junction of Scotts Hill
Noted that this matter was finalised at the previous meeting and will be removed from future agendas: Action Clerk to remove from the agenda going forward

	26.29
	To discuss and consider any submitted applications for Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funding
· Application for installation works of school 20mph flashing signs.
Proposed by Cllr Mullings.
Seconded by Cllr Mitson.
All members present were in favour..

	26.30
	Communications
The following communications were noted: recreation ground opening; recruitment of councillors; attendance at the village fete; and availability of physical copies of the People and Place Plan at the church and village hall.

	26.31
	Other Matters Arising from the Previous Meeting
An email from Simon Bailey made Cllr Emberson aware that Stonham Barns has gone into administration and that the administrator wishes to speak with Cllr Emberson regarding the impact Stonham Barns has had on the parish since 2018. This matter remains ongoing.

	26.32
	Date of Next Meeting
· The next Parish Council meeting will be held on 2nd June 2026 at 7.00pm.

	
	Chair closed the meeting at 9.12pm




Sam Pass, Clerk & RFO to Stonham Aspal Parish Council, Sapc.clerk@yahoo.co.uk, 08/05/26
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