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LITTLE WENLOCK PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY
 12th April, 2010 AT 7.30 p.m. IN THE VILLAGE HALL, LITTLE WENLOCK.

04/10/1 
Present:


Councillors Ms. P. Hutchings (Chair), Mrs. D. Goodman (Vice-Chair), Mr. A. Lees, Mr. E. Roberts & 
Prof. P. Pietroni.


Mr. J. F. Marcham – Parish Clerk.


Also in attendance:


T&W Councillor Jacqui Seymour.


3 members of the public ( 2 not parishioners) were present.  
04/10/2 
Apologies:
Apologies were received from T&W Councillor Terry Kiernan.

04/10/3
Declarations of Interest:


Cllr. E.  Roberts declared a personal interest in items 12 and 13.
04/10/4
Minutes:


The minutes of the meeting held on 8th March 2010 were confirmed as a correct record of the 
meeting and signed by the Chairman
04/10/5
Public Participation Session:

No member of the public was present at this point in the meeting.

04/10/6
UK Coal Surface Mine:

a. Cllr. Prof. P. Pietroni informed the Parish Council that he resigned as Chairman of the Community Liaison Committee and that Mr. P. Whittle, formerly vice-chairman, had taken over the chairmanship until the next meeting on 19th April.

b. Cllr. A. Lees was nominated to represent the LWPC on the CLC.

04/10/7
Street Lighting:

Cllr. A. Lees gave a financial breakdown (Appendix 1) of the costs for a new replacement light and pole as prepared by E.ON at the junction of Buildwas Lane and Clee Rise.
It was resolved to replace one light on a 25 year lease at £95.00 per year (no maintenance costs and energy savings would mean that in real terms the cost is £55.61).

It was resolved that the pole would be painted green.

04/10/8
Outdoor Gym:
a. The VH&PFC has now taken over responsibility for the outdoor gym.

b. Cllr. Prof. P. Pietroni stated that the VH&PFC will come to a decision concerning the material to be placed at the base of each item of equipment.

c. Cllr. Prof. P. Pietroni outlined the arrangements for the opening. It was resolved that the sum of £300 was set aside for printing and refreshments.

d. It was suggested that an application to the CLC at a future date could be made regarding the surface covering for the gym area.

e. The Clerk reported that he had received a letter from The Big Lottery Fund which stated, “We have read your end of grant report and I am delighted to confirm that it meets our requirements, so we have closed your Awards for All grant file.”

04/10/9
Registration of land belonging to the Parish Council:
a. The Clerk reported that he had visited the Land Registry Office and that he now had the relevant deeds that they wished to see.

b. It was resolved that the fee of £40 be paid for the services of the Land Registry.

c. It was resolved that the Clerk now register the land.

04/10/10
Parish Open Meeting:

a. Cllr. P. Hutchings would collect the display boards.

b. It was resolved that the WI would do the catering and the sum of £25 be allowed to meet their costs.

c. It was resolved that the Clerk would order the wine from Tanners.

04/10/11
Quiet Lanes:

It was resolved to review the previous decision not to further the Quiet Lanes project and that the PC now develops the project..

04/10/12
Affordable Housing:

a. It was proposed that the Parish Plan questionnaire, which had been put together by Cllrs. P. Hutchings and A. Lees, be sent out prior to the T&W housing survey to see if there was a need.  However there was a feeling that the T&W housing survey should be sent out irrespective of any of the findings of the Parish Plan questionnaire as the PC had a responsibility to consider those in the minority even if the Parish Plan questionnaire indicated that the majority did not want affordable housing within the parish.
b. It was resolved that by the next meeting in May all councillors were to look at the T&W survey form and see if it could be improved, modified or questions added.

c. It was resolved that the suggestions then be sent to T&W for them to adjust the questions.

d. Cllr. P. Pietroni wished it to be recorded that we have a responsibility to the minority and that it is not always appropriate to take the majority view point.

04/10/13
Lydebrook Dingle Right of Way:

a. Cllr. E. Roberts stated that it had never been a RoW and that the PC should not have been involved in what was essentially a neighbour’s dispute.

b. Cllr. P. Hutchings read out an email from the Clerk which stated that, “The PC, through me, has provided documentary evidence from the PC files to both Marilyn Pietroni and Cllr. Debbie Goodman. We have made no formal proposal or declarations as to the issue of the route. The first explicit mention that I can find is in the November minutes item 2063 - it was a simple statement of fact following a question from Jan Mees Robinson. Cllr. E. Roberts referred to it as a permissive way at that meeting. In December's minutes item 2094 Cllr. Debbie Goodman asked for any information on the Lydebrook RoW to be passed onto her. In February minutes item 01/10/5 (2) Cllr. Debbie Goodman stated that it was in the hands of T&W legal department.”
c. Cllr. Prof. P. Pietroni reported that the matter had now been resolved and that it would be a Permissive Path with gates and signs.

d. It was suggested that for future RoW issues the following points might be considered:

i. Bridleways – consult with horse riders.

ii. Other people are involved with footpaths and bridleways, including T&W Cllr. Tracey Hope and the Local Access Forum.

iii. That it was uncomfortable that the landowner, in this instance, a member of the Parish Council, first heard of the concerns at a PC meeting.  It should have been raised and discussed with him before decisions are taken.
e. Cllr. P. Hutchings stated that she had consulted with T&W over the Code of Conduct and that Councillors and officers had acted correctly with regards to this issue.
f. Cllr. Prof P. Pietroni stated that we must ensure that we have proper consultation with all those involved in the parish regarding footpaths and bridleways.

g. Cllr. E. Roberts stated that he felt that he should have been asked at the start about the status of the RoW.

04/10/14 
Insurance:

The Clerk presented the meeting with quotations from Zurich Municipal and Aviva’s National Parish Council Scheme through Came & Company Parish Council Insurance.
It was resolved to accept the quotation from Aviva’s National Parish Council Scheme through Came & Company Parish Council Insurance.

04/10/15
Clerk’s Report:

a. Land Registry – see 04/10/9

b. The Clerk reported that the new New Works sign had been erected near to New Works Farm.

c. The Clerk reported on his attendance at the SLCC Regional Conference and the SALC financial training sessions and raised issues of importance.

d. It was resolved to support the request by Janet Mees-Robinson for a reduced speed limit on the Dawley Road between Lawley and Arleston.
e. The proposed grit bin at the junction of Dog in the Lane and Huntington Lane would be installed in the autumn.

f. The Chairman read a letter from Mark Pritchard MP thanking the Parish Council for all the hard work that it had done and inviting them to attend a tour of Parliament in either June or July.  Two members accepted the kind offer, other councillors and the Clerk having already been visitors to Parliament. It was resolved that the Chairman, Cllr. Pat Hutchings, would respond to Mark Pritchard’s invitation.

g. SALC training courses: Cllr. D. Goodman stated that she would attend the HMRC and External Audit course and the Community Leadership and Engagement course.

h. As the quotations from K. Smith Contracting Services had arrived after the agenda was sent out it was resolved to discuss them at the May meeting.

i. Rural Road – there had been no response to our proposals and the Clerk was requested to progress the matter.
04/10/16
Standing Orders:

It was resolved that Cllr. P. Hutchings and Cllr. D. Goodman plus the Clerk review the Standing Orders using the new Model Standing Orders for Local Councils published by NALC with a view to having a draft copy ready in the autumn for adoption by the PC.
04/10/17
Planning:
a. Huntington Lane Surface Mine Site: Submission of Fencing Plan by UK Coal reference W2007/1648.


It was resolved to make no comment on the fencing.

b. Town and Country Planning Act 1990 – S.247: Proposed stopping up of highway at Huntington Lane Surface Mine:


A copy of the order made by defra on 26th March 2010 was given to the PC for 
information.

04/10/18
Parish Plan:


It was resolved to send out the survey with the taxi voucher question removed.

04/10/19
Reports on Borough Liaison:


T&W Cllr. Jacqui Seymour reported that she would attend the Open Parish Meeting along with 
T&W Cllr. Terry Kiernan.

04/10/20
Reports from Councillors:

a. New Works planters: Cllr. P. Hutchings reported that the original planters at New Works had been removed as the specifications were not as agreed.  She had sought other quotations and it was resolved that 4 hardwood (oak) planters with straight tops be purchased. Cllr. P. Hutchings agreed to progress the matter and obtain a formal written quotation.  It was proposed that we apply for a grant from the Aggregate Levy Sustainable Fund.
b. Emergency Plan: difficulties with the Shropshire Amateur Radio Group had arisen and they were no longer attending the meetings.  Commander Steve Collins, the emergency plan coordinator, had suggested that a dedicated mobile phone be purchased for use by himself and the 2 other coordinators (Cllr. P. Hutchings and The Clerk).  It was resolved that this is done and a suitable phone and supplier (+ cost) be sought.

c. Rights of Way: A new T&W officer had been appointed to deal with conveyancing and dealing with modification orders. It was resolved to invite Jaswant Sidhu to the June meeting with a 7.00 pm start.  There were some anomalies with the RoW map as a number of RoW have duplicate numbers and therefore they cannot go forward and there is the need for them to be sorted out which will cost T&W several thousand pounds to change them.
04/10/21
Statement of Accounts for year ending 31st March 2010.


The Clerk presented the statement of accounts for the year ending 31st March 2010 along with the 
appropriate end of year bank statements.


It was resolved that they be signed as correct and the Chairman signed the document.

04/10/22
Finance:

a. It was resolved that the following accounts be paid:

Little Wenlock Village Hall

Emergency Planning Working Party
£5.00

J.F. Marcham



Salary




£191.82

HM Customs & Excise

PAYE





£47.96

Ellesmere Town Council

Chairmanship skills training


£12.50

SALC



Training and new Standing Orders

£35.00

T&W



Postage for planning applications

£1.37

Land Registry


Register Playing Field Ownership

£40.00

SALC



Annual subscription to SALC & NALC

£161.26

b. Statements of accounts, bank reconciliation and asset statement for the financial year ending 31st March 2010 were presented to the PC by the Clerk and approved.
c. Statement of Balances:

Balance on the Community Account on 1ST April was £6,305.12.  This has been reconciled with the Bank Statement which shows a balance of £6310.12 with one unpresented cheque to the value of £5.00.  This includes the first installment of the precept which is £5,500.

The balance on the Business Reserve Account is £5,782.60, quarterly interest of £0.96 having been credited to the account on 8th March.

d. It was resolved to purchase the books as outlined in the Clerk’s report to the value of £91.45.
4/10/23  Audit:


The Annual return for the year ended 31st March, 2010 was presented to the PC.

a. Section 1 – Accounting Statements were approved and signed by the Chairman.

b. Section 2 – Annual governance statement was approved and signed by the Chairman.

4/10/24   Date of the next meeting:



The next Parish Council meeting will take place on Monday 10TH May 2010 at 7.30 pm.



The Annual Parish Meeting will be held at 7.30 pm on Monday 26th April 2010.
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