STOCKTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of meeting held on 12th October 2021 at Longhall
Present: Adrian Leng, Charlie Beales, Zoe Hallett
Apology: Avril Ashton

Planning:   PL/2021/08384   Fonthill Cabins. Land at Fonthill Fields Sherrington.
We accept that farmers/landowners need to try and diversify however our thoughts on this one are as follows…

1) The cabins are to be built on an AONB.  Stratton land opposite is also SSSI. They will without doubt lead to an increase in the number of people trampling over an area of nationally rare plants with special rare butterflies etc and recently funded juniper scrapes etc. Is this even a suitable use of this type of special / beautiful land?

2) We understand that the Fonthill Estate will be landlords only, but the cabins will be run by a separate company who will presumably only be interested in the profit it can make from the cabins. They will not have a stakehold in the land surrounding the cabins and are unlikely to be interested in what happens outside the cabin area.

3) There is bound to be an increase in traffic generally and specifically down the lane leading to the cabins off the back road to Warminster. Difficult, almost impossible in places, for two vehicles to pass as such a narrow lane. Big agricultural machinery goes down that lane anyway so possible dangers. Dangerous railway bridge turning by Matthew Burt`s house to turn on to. Glampers will have to drive to local shops to get basics  -  there is no shop within walking distance. Adverse environmental / sustainability impact on the area therefore. Is commercialising AONB suitable / sensible?
4) Fonthill offices are the other side of the A303. Why have they chosen an area so far away from their centre of operations to base the cabins when there must be so many places closer to the centre of their estate that would be suitable? If they are keen to have cabins would they not also be better based closer to local amenities (Tisbury for example) so the Glampers could then walk into local shops to buy basics rather than having to drive?

5) Glampers, who will presumably be paying quite a lot of money to stay in the cabins, will no doubt feel entitled to roam (trespass) on to neighbouring land. Human nature. This leads to litter (sadly human nature also). Not ideal in AONB.
6) There will be an increase in light pollution. AONB Cranborne have applied for Dark Sky Reserve Status we understand. This will not help.

7) Parking / Storage areas.  Area has flooded in the past. Suitable?

8) Setting a precedent?  - worry that this initial site could lead to a larger number of cabins, creating more potential sustainability damage to AONB and highways issue in the future.
9) Why was the original planning application only brought to the attention of Sherrington? Seems slightly underhand. It is more of an issue for Boyton and Stockton and should have at least been brought to both these Parish`s attention initially without being chased / asked to do so.

Date of next meeting to advised

