Page 391

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 8th January 2008 in the Village Hall Club Room

Present:  Cllrs J Rivers (Chairman), Mrs S Mash, A Mayer, D Lewis, P Lyon, Borough Councillor M Burgess, Community Warden Rob Perfitt, 19 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk)

The Chairman opened the meeting by wishing everyone a Happy New Year.

1501.
Declarations of Councillors Interests:  Cllrs Mrs S Mash and A Mayer declared a 
personal and prejudicial interest in agenda item 11b)  Minute no. 1511.b)

1502.
Update Register of Councillors Interests:  None

1503.
Apologies and reason for absence:     Cllrs D Pennyfather and D Chesson.  Reasons accepted.

The meeting was adjourned for the Public Session

1504.
To confirm Minutes of the Meeting held on 11th December 2007:  After the correction of a page number the Minutes were confirmed and signed as a correct record.

1505.
Matters Arising:  See Clerk's Report

1506.
To consider the following Planning Applications:  Plans had been circulated to all Councillors prior to this meeting.

i)07/02278/AS  Iberia Cottage – Single storey front extension within veranda canopy to provide study with relocation of one parking space.

After a short discussion Cllrs voted to support this application.  4 votes for with 1 abstention.

ii)07/02288/AS  The Beeches – Creation of outdoor private swimming pool, erection of two single storey pitched roof pool side buildings to form study, gymnasium, kitchen, dining area and plant room.  

After a full discussion during which the Chairman suspended the meeting whilst questions were asked of the applicant all Cllrs supported the application.

1507.
To consider and decide upon acquiring Broadband for Parish Council business:  After having suggested it at the previous meeting Cllr Lyon now thought it unnecessary. After a short discussion when the Chairman explained the amount of time it took at present to download information from ABC and KCC Cllrs agreed to pay £5 per month towards the cost.

1508.
To appoint an Emergency Co-ordinator:  The Clerk reported that there had been no response to the request in the Outlook on Oxney for a volunteer for this post therefore this appointment would be put on hold for the present time.

1509.
To discuss and action Winter Tidy of the Cemetery:  After a short discussion Mrs Frances Hutcheson, a member of the public, volunteered to form a working party for which she was thanked by the Chairman.

1510.
To consider and decide upon a Memorial Bench for Ernie and Dot Stone in the Cemetery:


Cllr Lewis explained that a public collection had been made for this with enough donations to purchase at least one bench if not two.  It was agreed that the first one be situated at the bottom right hand side of the Cemetery in place of the present one which was becoming unsafe.  The funds would be given to the Parish Council so that the Council could purchase the bench/es, insure them and recover the VAT (Section 7.3 VAT Notice 749 April 2002).  The bench/es become the property of the Parish Council. 
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1511.
Correspondence:


a)  Mr & Mrs Allen-Butler – expressing concern over decline of village and asking for Council's plans for Churchyard. - Cllrs are aware of the problems and are trying to address them.  Full support should be given to the Community Market and the improved Village Hall.  Concern was expressed over the large spoil pile on the Sweatman's Garage Site.  Clerk to contact ABC to request that they issue an enforcement notice on the owners of the site to have the spoil removed due to the potential danger. The future of the Churchyard will be discussed during the next item.

Cllrs Mrs S Mash and A Mayer left the meeting


b)  Dr Alan Lloyd-Smith -  Further requests with regard to the Churchyard.


i)  Apply for planning permission for the proposed paths: (Clerk confirmed at this point that it would not be possible to transfer responsibility for the maintenance of the Churchyard to ABC.   It was agreed to support in principle but full plans would be required before a full planning application could be made.  It would then be possible to calculate the fee.  The request for payment of this could be put before the Council at it's next meeting.  


ii)  Parish Council with Parochial Church Council apply for a Faculty from the Diocese for the paths. - Agreed to consider next month.


iii) Parish Council to approach ABC/KCC to request urgent attention to the layby/pathing outside the Church Wall in The Street – Agreed Clerk contact Highway Services with the request that they adopt this layby taking care not to damage the path.


iv) To appoint a lead member of the Parish Council to research Grant Aid.  Suggested that Cllr Chesson be the lead and form a sub committee with Dr Alan Lloyd Smith and Cllr Lewis.  Clerk to contact Cllr Chesson.


v)  Permission to proceed with tree survey at a cost of £200. Cllrs considered this a rather large sum of money.  Dr. Lloyd-Smith (during a short suspension of the meeting) offered to talk to the Diocesan Arborealist again.


vi) Make an award to rectify discarded children's graves – After a short discussion it was agreed to donate £100 towards the tree survey and £50 towards taking care of the children's memorial stones.  Cheques to be made payable to Wittersham Church Repairs Fund.


vii)To make good a sunken area with a quantity of soil – Agreed that a figure be obtained for consideration at next month's meeting.

Cllrs Mrs S Mash and A Mayer returned to the meeting


For noting only

c)  Village Hall Management Committee – Notice of arrangements for cleaning the Hall/Club Room after a meeting. Noted

d)  Kent Fire & Rescue Service – Integrated Risk Management Plan 2008/09

e)  East Sussex County Council – Bus Service Changes in the Hastings & Rother Areas – Does not concern the bus running through the Village.

f)  East Sussex County Council – Bus Service Changes in East Sussex February/March 2008 – Does not concern the bus running through the Village.

g)  Letter from Mrs Marguerite Bracher to the Chairman – The Chairman read out appropriate parts of this letter.  Cllr Lewis replied and confirmed that he would respond directly to Mrs Bracher

Previously Circulated


h)  English Rural Housing Association – The Bulletin     i) KAPC Minutes of 28/11/07     j)  KCC – Recycle for Kent 'Love Food Hate Waste' leaflets (available at Parish Desk) and poster (placed in Notice Board).     k)  Southern Water – November update     l)  Southern Water – Water Resources Update – Winter 07     

1512.
To Authorise Payment:


i)
Venus Cleaners – Street Cleaning for December £91.  Authorised


ii)
HM Revenue & Customs – Paye Mth 9  £53.02  Authorised

iii)       Wealden Advertiser – Advertisement for Tenders for Grass Cutting etc. £6.40 Authorised

iv)
Wittersham Village Hall Management Committee – Hire of Club Room £ 60 Authorised

v)
Mr A W Mayer – Reimburse Cllr Mayer £58.70 for cost of paint for Bus Shelter. Authorised
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1513.
Working Party Reports:


a) 
Finance -  Month Transaction Statement – Agreed and signed.


b)
Planning 




Decision received from Ashford Borough Council




07/01815/AS  26 Coombelands – Single storey extension                           Granted




Considered by the Council since the last meeting:




TC/07/00204/AS  15 The Street – Fell Yew Tree & remove stump and fell 


diseased  Apple Tree






            Support

c)
Highways & Footpaths – Nothing to report

d)
Open Spaces – No news on missing padlock – Clerk to chase again.

e)
Cemetery – Nothing to report

1514.
Reports (for noting) from Representatives on outside bodies:

i) Police Parish Forum 12/12/07 – Cllr Lyon reported that it was a poorly attended meeting.  The Mobile Police Unit will be outside the Village Hall on Tuesday 15th January between 1.30 and 2pm.

ii) Youth Meeting 03/01/08 – Cllr Rivers reported on a very good meeting.  The 'disco/get together' has been arranged for Friday 11th January between 7 and 9pm in the Village Hall and Club Room when it is hoped to talk to the youngsters and ask them what they are looking for and to encourage them to be part of the village, forming a Youth Forum perhaps.

1515.
KALC – Parish News No. 329:  Note change of name to Kent Association of Local Councils.

1516.
Date of next Parish Council Planning Meeting:  21st January 2008

1517.
Date of next full Parish Council Meeting:  12th February 2008

1518.
Items for information:


a)
Christmas card received from Wittersham Village Hall Management Committee


b)
E-mail from Phil Wilcocks Tree Warden to be put on agenda for next month.


c)
The accounts package used previously is no longer available. Clerk has sourced a replacement - Quick Books Simple Start 2008 at a cost of £39.95.  To be added to next months agenda.  To be noted that the HM Customs & Excise end of year filing of P35 will be done online with a £100 incentive refund this year and £75 next year. 


d)
Southern Housing Update.  


e)
Cllr Mash asked if Clerk had followed up the issue of parking outside The Swan in Swan Street.  She hadn't but will do so as soon as possible.

The meeting closed at 21.45hrs

