MINUTES OF SHELDWICH BADLESMERE & LEAVELAND PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 1ST MARCH 2022 IN SHELDWICH PARISH ROOMS AT 8.00PM 

Present.  Councillor’s Harbour, Austin, Nimmo, Weston, Brookes, Blythin, Scutt, Nimmo and Swale Borough Councillor Gould.
Apologies.  Received from Kent County Councillor Lehmann, Cllr Perry and Simmons.  
Absent.  Swale Borough Councillor Valentine.
Meeting opened at 8.05pm
There were no declarations of changes in pecuniary interests or of specific items on the agenda. 
 
Approval of Minutes.    
February 2022 Minutes approved and signed.                                       						
  22/16401
20’s Plenty Campaign – Update.  Cllr Blythin and Cllr Weston attended The Kent Area Committee meeting and should have spoken with someone at KCC however, they refused to attend.  A meeting is taking place on 2nd March via Zoom.  Cllr Blythin will also be attending a meeting held on 8th March and is going to attempt to find out what will be proposed and next steps.  It is hoped that there will be a commitment within the next two months.  Adrian from the 20’s Plenty Campaign will be attending Faversham on 8th March as would like to visit all villages and discuss how we can link villages to the town by alternative route to main road.
Action:  Clerk to add to next agenda for update.					  												22/16402

Planning Enforcement Meeting – Feedback.  Cllr Weston informed the Parish Council that there was a lack of communication between enforcement and Parish Councils and were informed that Covid caused a restriction on staffing levels.  Planning was questioned as to why they did not simply relay this information to give a better understanding of pressures.  A list of Planning Officers and Contacts alongside a link to the website was due to be distributed however to date had not been received.  Larissa Reeve was to appoint personnel to communicate.  A follow up meeting was suggested, and July was proposed by planning which was not favoured as so far in the future.  Cllr Weston will be following up.  Cllr Weston informed the Parish Council that it was stated it is not unlawful to erect without planning however, an Enforcement order must be adhered to and this would only be issued if harm is being caused to wildlife or the environment.  The Planning Enforcement division are currently dealing with an excess of 200 cases.  Cllr Weston asked the Chairman of the KALC Meeting why there were no notes taken during the meeting.
Action:  Swale Borough Councillor Gould to attend meeting on 6th March and will mention communication emails to Larissa.
											 22/16501


KALC Meeting – Feedback.  A register of disappointment will be placed as a there were no KCC Representatives in attendance.  Cllr Weston informed the Parish Council that the Chief Inspector Crime Report was interesting and concluded we live in a low crime area and figures are improving.  All other Parishes have contact with a PCSO and it was agreed that we as a Parish Council need to establish who our local PCSO would be and request a yearly visit so update on crime rates in the area.  Cllr Harbour informed the Parish Council that there is a watt’s app group called Watch where information is circulated and shared to the general public and the police.  Cllr Harbour highlighted that he has used the Countrywide application before which was extremely effective.  There are a total of 12 Officers on the Rural Task Force.  Cllr Blythin was awaiting the GP update.
Action:  Parish Council to establish who our local PCSO is with an interest to have an attendance at our May Annual Meeting.
											  22/16502

School Footpath – Update.  The Chairman confirmed Semco are unfortunately not willing to commit to any funds to assist with material for the footpath as they do not have access to funds at present.  A lorry load of material would be £360 for a 20-tonne load for the like for like material.  A member of Semco is the caretaker at the school and it is believed that the school are also reluctant to put any funds towards the path.  The footpath is 165m long by 1.5m wide.  The main users of the path are the school and if the weather is poor then the roadside is usually used.  It was calculated that 30 to 40 tonnes of material would be required.  The Chairman has access to machinery to assist with the laying of materials.  Cllr Brookes suggested we approach Lady Sondes regarding the footpath.
Action:  Cllr Brookes to draft a letter to Lady Sondes to be written and posted by the Parish Clerk.								
22/16503
											
Tree Planting for The Queen’s Jubilee – Update.  Cllr Perry registered the Parish Council with the Green Canopy.  A plaque has been suggested however, concerns were shown as to how to mount the plaque.  The Plaque could effectively be located on the Church Fence.  Cllr Brookes will be speaking with the Church to confirm whether this acceptable or not.  The plaque will be supplied with legs however, they are very short but wooden stakes were suggested to enable the Plaque to be freestanding and not cause any disruption to property.  The plaques can be made from Slate, Steel and Wood and a metal was suggested that would not rust, the plaque will give a description as to the purpose of the tree planting.  Further discussions will take place regarding location.  Cllr Scutt also confirmed that he would look into insurances that could be supplied for the trees.
											22/16601

Finance.  Cheques raised for Badlesmere Village Hall Defibrillator Insurance, HMRC PAYE Liability and Sheldwich Parish Rooms Meeting room hire.											 
22/16602

Meeting Closed at 9.00pm
Next meeting scheduled on Tuesday 5th April 2022 in Badlesmere Village Hall.  
Signed:
Dated:
