Haltwhistle Town Council Meeting 
8th January 2024
APPROVED MINUTES

	Interests
	Present 

18.30
	Cllr J Hunter

Cllr M Bowes
Cllr D Rogan-Mackie
	Cllr A Sharp

Cllr M Ridley

Cllr T Christie
	Northumberland County Cllr I Hutchinson


	
	01/24
	Apologies for absence Cllr C Banks, Cllr A Cheverst and clerk – Susan Saunders

Mr John Clark has resigned as a councillor after over 50 years of service. 

	
	02/24
	Public Questions – No questions

	
	03/24
	Declarations of Interest 

The Chair reminded members of the Council of their duty to declare an interest at each agenda item, and he informed everyone that that the initials of Councillors declaring an interest will be listed in a column on the Minutes.  

	
	04/24
	Minutes of the meeting for approval held on 4th December 2023
The minutes were approved.

PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                         AGREED                                                                   

	
	05/24
	Matters arising from previous Minutes not dealt with elsewhere in the current agenda – No Matters

	
	06/24

	Grounds –Report with resolutions arising.
06/24.01 Public Seating and Bus Shelters – the bus shelter sign has now been fixed.

06/24.02 Public Footpaths, Lighting and Amenities – A request has been received from The Chamber of Trade to ask if the council would support and contribute to a scheme to lay cables for electricity behind the cenotaph. The council have already put in a request to Northumberland County Council for solar lighting in the Memorial Park and have asked for a site visit. Members support the request by the Chamber of Trade and will make a decision on the amount they would contribute as and when the time arises, with the appropriate quotes.  

The light at the old caretaker’s house on the road to the school is not working. Members will look and see if it has an NCC number on it and it can then be reported on Fix My Street.

06/24.03 Grit bin consideration – members agreed to ask NCC if the disused grit bin at the first school could be moved to Burn Close. An offer to fill it has been received and NCC would fill it 3 times a year at a cost of £125.
PROPOSED Cllr M Ridley                SECONDED Cllr J Hunter                       AGREED                                                                   
06/24.04 Ave St Meen – to discuss request for wildflower scheme. A request has been put to the council to allow the grassed areas along Ave St Meen to be turned into a wild flower area. Members discussed the proposal and, it was suggested that the north side remain as it is and the south side could be considered but, there needs to be a clear site line for vehicles turning onto the road from the side exits. There is a meeting on 22nd January on site to discuss the proposal further and then bring back to the meeting in February.
Other Items Discussed:
1. Orchard Gardens – the work is nearly complete except for the seats which are required to be concreted in. Member asked that Dixon Landscapes are thanked for their work and their kind offer of helping with the planting. They have also donated a number of plants which can be used in Orchard Garden or elsewhere in the town.
2. Cllr Ridley raised a query about the tender process for a contract – this will be addressed at the next meeting as the clerk recently attended a Procurement Training session and will be producing a report.
3. Member asked if Abacus had replied about the wetpour sinking. The clerk will be asked to chase that up.

4. Play Inspections – it was agreed at the last meeting to ask if NCC would take over the play inspection/weeding and litter pick for the play areas as part of the grounds contract. The prices will be as follows: 

Comb Hill monthly @ £70.62, Westlands and Hadrian’s Rise quarterly @ £52.96.

The insurers have been contacted to ask if this meets with their guidelines and the advice is that as long as there is an annual Rospa inspection, then a general weekly sweep of the play areas could be undertaken by a councillor.

It was agreed to clarify with Playsafety, who undertake the Rospa Inspection, if they approve of the proposed timeline and, if so, a rota will be drawn up for weekly inspections and NCC notified.

5. Pelican lights – NCC have responded to say the lights are in the process of being replaced.

	
	07/24
	Northumberland County Council

Cllr Hutchinson reported the following:

1. NCC re considering CCTV on the hospital building.

2. The Post Office is to close. The council had also received notification of this as part of a consultation. It was agreed to respond to ask if either Sainsburys or The Coop have been approached and to express great concern if the town loses the service. The clerk will be asked to contact The Post Office.

3. Haltwhistle Working Men’s Club – it was agreed to bring the confidential resolution forward at this point.

Resolution to Exclude Press and Public

To consider a resolution to exclude the public and accredited representatives of newspapers from the following item relevant to a subject which affects the Council’s area.

Resolution

“That in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted it is advisable in the public interest that the public be temporarily excluded and, they are instructed to withdraw.”

This resolution is moved under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (as extended by s.100 of the Local Government Act 1972), the public and accredited representatives of newspapers be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972 by virtue of the paragraph specified against the item.

PROPOSED Cllr M Ridley                SECONDED Cllr J Hunter                       AGREED                                                                   
A discussion was undertaken and, it was reported that an agent has been appointed to progress matters and he is liaising with the council.

	
	08/24
	Police in Haltwhistle 

No report has been received.
Gate at Health centre – a request was made from the last meeting to contact the Health Centre about a gate that could be locked. A reply has been received to say that the Health Centre agrees with the suggestion and is talks with NHS Property services.

	
	09/24
	Neighbourhood Plan
The housing needs assessment is underway but, a steering group is still required. It as agreed to advertise in the town for anyone to come forward who would like to be part of the group. 

	
	10/24
	Town Green Charity - Comb Hill Play Park

To approve request from the charity to maintain and pay for any work and repairs.
PROPOSED Cllr D Rogan-Mackie                SECONDED Cllr T Christie                         AGREED

	
	11/24
	Planning Applications. - No Plans

	
	
	Other Planning Matters
23/03864 Flat roof extension Springwell House - GRANTED

	
	12/24
	Grant Requests 

12/24.01 The Art Club – it was agreed to donate £300.

12/24.02 Haltwhistle Boardwalkers - £250 was retrospectively approved.
PROPOSED Cllr M Ridley                SECONDED Cllr D Rogan-Mackie                       AGREED

	
	13/24
	Reports on Financial Matters
[image: image1.emf]Financial Matters:

£

13/24.01 Bank and cash balances as at 31st December 2023

Current Account 27,130.14

TOTAL 27,130.14

Receipts Since last Meeting

13/24.02 JBC PAYE & Pension & Payroll Dec 697.94Included above

JBC - Clerk hours Nov 154.00

JBC - Clerk hours Oct 367.50

JBC - stationery share 51.43

1,270.87

Invoiced - not received

Chamber of Trade 2,105.00

Haltwhistle Carnival 665.00

2,770.00

Pay \method Incl VAT

13/24.03 Accounts for payment 8th January 2024 £ Included in Balance Above

Robson Joinery 175.00Bridge on Burn to repair

P Axcell 162.00Quaterly Payroll

JRB Enterprises 292.80Dog bags bought in aug - invoice went astray.

Broxap 1,299.482 bins for outside hospital

Glasdon 2,550.054 seats - £585 due from carnival

Total 4,479.33

Not Included Above

Postma Electrical Direct 3,006.00Removal of lights - Estimate

T Evans Direct Invoice to follow

HS&LC Direct 10,270.754th Tranche

Dixon Landscapes Direct 4,156.80£80 due from Carnival

Haltwhistle Art Group 300.00Donation

Monthly Amounts 4,130.98

Total 17,733.55

TOTAL 22,212.88


The payments of £22,212.88 were approved and included the amounts agreed for Haltwhistle Art Club grant.
PROPOSED Cllr D Rogan-Mackie                    SECONDED Cllr M Bowes               AGREED 13/24.04 Bank Reconciliation/Inc & Expenditure as at 31st December 2023 – Noted

	
	
	Other Financial Matters – no matters

	
	14/24
	Haltwhistle & District Joint Burial Committee 
The next meeting is on 12th December. 
The report over whether Melkridge can leave the committee is due to be determined in the next weeks as they had to wait for Melkridge to have their council meeting.
No-one has responded to emails and a letter from Cartmell Shepherd about the land registration of the Haltwhistle and Greenhead Cemeteries. The council will recommend to the Burial Committee that they register an official complaint.

	
	15/24
	Haltwhistle Leisure Centre – The accounts have been received and noted.
Cllr T Christie has donated picnic tables to the Leisure Centre.

	
	16/24
	Correspondence received since last Council meeting.   Noted.
A request has been received from Lambley to ask if they could lay a wreath at the War Memorial on Remembrance Day. Members agreed to this.

	
	17/24
	The Working Men’s Club – item taken at 07/24

	
	18/24
	Dates and times of next meetings 
Town Council meeting Monday 5th February 2024 at 6.30pm

Grounds meeting Monday 22nd January 2024
The meeting closed at 9.00pm.
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