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TEMPLE EWELL







 TEMPLE EWELL PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk: Andy Howard-Grigg  Tel: 01304 361774

Merleigh, Northbourne Road, Great Mongeham, Deal, Kent CT14 0HJ

Email: Clerk@TempleEwellParishCouncil.gov.uk                                                                                 Website: templeewellparishcouncil.gov.uk
Facebook: Temple Ewell Parish Council     Twitter: @EwellPC
Minutes of the Temple Ewell Parish Council Meeting held at Temple Ewell Lower Village Hall on Tuesday 26 May 2026, commencing at 7.15pm
2627/001. Present: Cllr’s Prescott, Mrs A Newington, C Lynch, A Bateman, In attendance: Clerk, and Kent County Cllr. P King. No members of the public. 
2627/002. Apologies for absence: None.
2627/003. Declarations of Interest. None
2627/004. Election of Chairman. The meeting unanimously elected Cllr. Dr. Michael Parks as Chairman, having been proposed by Cllr. Prescott & seconded by Cllr. Bateman. He signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office in the presence of the Clerk.
2627/005. Election of Vice-Chairman. The meeting unanimously elected Cllr. Charles Lynch as Vice-Chairman having been proposed by Cllr. Bateman & seconded by Cllr. Prescott.
2627/006. Adjournment for questions and comments from parishioners. None present.
2627/007. Reports from Dover District Councillors. None received.
2627/008. Report from Kent County Councillor Paul King. 
Cllr. King agreed to try to assist with the replacement of the bus shelter on London Road, the installation of kerbs and pavement at the junction of Kearsney Avenue & London Road, and the proposed alteration to the London Road/Alkham Road junction in order to make it safer.

He advised that KCC are trying to get better value for residents in the county and had made £142m in savings in the first year of Reform UK leadership. They have also now filled many more road potholes and simplified the reporting process. There is now more funding and an improved contractor to repair potholes, however the £120m available is significantly lower than the £700m needed to properly restore all roads.
2627/009. Review of Terms of Reference and appointment of Committees.
The following were unanimously elected to the respective committees:

Allotments: Clerk (Treasurer) & Cllr. Mrs Newington..
Events: Chairman, Cllrs. Bowman, Dr. Schoeb & Mrs Newington
Finance: Chairman, Clerk, Cllrs. Lynch & Wilson
Social Media: Clerk, Cllr. Bowman.
Planning: Cllrs. Dr Parks, Lynch, Prescott, Bowman & Bateman.
2627/010. Appointment of new Committees. No new Committees appointed.
2627/011. Standing Orders and Financial Regulations. These were reviewed and it was unanimously agreed that they be adopted.
2627/012. Inventory of Land and other assets. This was reviewed and unanimously agreed to be adopted.
2627/013 Insurance Arrangements. The Clerk confirmed that cover will be renewed with Clear Council Insurance on 1 June 2026; annual premium £1035.16
2627/014. Risk Assessment. This had been updated by the Clerk and was reviewed by the Council, who unanimously agreed to approve the summary document. The Clerk would progress the outstanding issues for the play equipment at King George V Playing Field. The proposal for additional handrails by the steps at the bottom of Dragon Wood would be reviewed later in the year with work undertaken in the Autumn if agreed.
2627/015. Review of Parish Council Policies. The following policies were reviewed, and it was unanimously agreed that they be adopted: Complaints Procedure, Freedom of Information Requests, Data Protection, Dealing with the Press/Media, Employee Discipline & Grievance, Publication Scheme, Document & Records Retention, Social Media.
2627/016. Expenditure under Section 137 of the Local Government Act. The Clerk advised that this must be limited to within £16,240 for the current financial year. 
2627/017. Review of monthly Bank Account Payments. These are salary & office allowance payments, and Direct Debits for CCTV & Website & Email services. They were unanimously approved.
2672/018. Venue & dates for Council Meetings in 2025/26. These will be held on the last Tuesday of each month* commencing at 7:15pm apart from August & December when no meeting will be held. The Annual Parish Meeting will be held in April. Meetings will be held at Temple Ewell Lower Village Hall. * Except for October 2026 (20th) & January 2027 (12th) due to unavailability of the village hall.
2627/019. Approval of Minutes in relation to the Meeting held 31 March 2026.
The minutes were adopted as a true record. Proposed by Cllr. Prescott and seconded by Cllr. Bateman.
2627/020. Chairman’s announcements. None.
2627/021. Reports from Committees.

Allotments – The Manager was involved with an incident earlier in the month with a joint plot holder being verbally abusive. It was agreed to permanently ban the individual from the allotments.
Events – Temple Ewell Primary School Summer Fete will be held on Wednesday 24 June from 2.30pm.
Finance – No Report. Annual Accounts & Governance for 2025/26 are detailed under Minute items 30 & 31.
Social Media – The website had reduced viewings of 142 in April while Facebook had 236 views re the Annual Parish Meeting, 311 re Roadworks, and 1034 of the TE Newsletter KALC Award.
2627/022. Reports from the Clerk.

a) London Road Bus Shelter replacement: DDC advised on 7 May that the insurance claim against Stagecoach had been approved and that the funding was now awaited. Clerk to chase DDC for confirmation as to when the installation of the replacement shelter will be completed.
b) King George’s Field. Plaque refurbishment had been undertaken free of charge by the ground maintenance contractors, The Cherished Services Team.
c) Kent Community Funding Grant. An application for £2000 towards the refurbishment of the embankment area of King George’s Field has been submitted; response due in early June. 
d) KALC Dover Area meeting held 22 April. The Government is due to announce the Local Government Devolution in July; all 5 options for Kent are being reviewed. Many local councils complained about delays and lack of responses from both KCC & DDC. The next meeting is at Guston on July 22nd.
e) DDC Town & Parish Council Allowances Quadrennial Review. DDC has agreed to increase the Chairman’s Allowance from £150 to £280 per annum from April 2026. 
f) Alkham Road/Kearsney Station embankment safety concerns. KCC Highways have reviewed the location and are in ongoing discussions with the landowner to make the area safe.
g) Church Hill/Scotland Common Public Right of Way. KCC have reviewed the footpath and are engaged with the DDC Tree Officer and Kent Police regarding what is believed to be illegal cutting down of trees which have blocked the path.
h) Kent Police Crime reports – March. 6 crimes reported in Temple Ewell which included 3 at the farm on Canterbury Road, 2 at Kearsney Station and one at Park Road. 11 crimes were reported in River and 2 in Lydden.
i) DDC Community Governance review. The proposal is to reduce the number of Parish Councillors for Temple Ewell from 12 to 9 with effect from the elections in May 2027.
j) KCC Planning Enforcement re Porch at 2 Church Hill. KCC are seeking further legal advice regarding the removal of the porch.
k) KCC Road Safety & Active Travel seminar. There are 309 Speedwatch Groups in Kent of which only 106 are currently working. An average of 7% of observed vehicles are speeding. Only £82K was provided to Parish Council’s last year for work linked to their Highway Improvement Plans.
l) Parish Clerk replacement. Two people have applied for the role. It was agreed that Cllrs. Mrs Newington, Dr. Parks & Lynch would attend an interview with both candidates by mid-June and decide regarding the new Parish Clerk.
m) King George’s Field play equipment repairs. These were completed on 1 May; however additional rotten wood was discovered meaning that the tunnel on the large piece of equipment had to be removed and a quotation is awaited for its replacement.
n) King George’s Field grass damage. Soil has been removed close to a memorial bench; this has now been replaced, and it will be re-seeded shortly.
2627/023. Planning Applications reviewed by Sub-Committee. 
a) 26/00355 Single storey rear extension at 1 Courtland Drive, Kearsney – no objection raised.
2627/024. Planning Decisions made by Dover District Council.
a) 26/00015 Amendment re new property adjoining Stanley Cottage, High Street, Temple Ewell - Granted
2627/025. Planning Applications reviewed by full Council. – none.
2627/026. Planning Enforcement request – 1 Malvern Meadow. A Parishioner had asked whether the Parish Council would request enforcement from DDC as the extension had not been completed with similar materials to the bungalow as approved in Planning Application 25/00791 in August 2025. It was agreed to advise DDC of the issue.
2627/027. Approval of Payments and Bank Reconciliation for March & April 2026. Approval proposed by Cllr. Prescott and seconded by Cllr. Mrs Newington. Unanimously approved.
2627/028. Approval of annual accounts for the Madeline Watson Charity (Temple Ewell Allotments) 
The unaudited accounts for year ended 31 March 2026 were reviewed and unanimously approved.

2627/029. Approval of annual accounts for King George V Playing Field (Temple Ewell) Charity

The unaudited accounts for year ended 31 March 2026 were reviewed and unanimously approved.

2627/030.Approval of Annual Governance Statement for year ended 31 March 2026.

The AGAR Governance statement was reviewed and unanimously approved. The AGAR documents were completed and signed and will be remitted to Forvis Mazars LLP for completion of the external audit.
2627/031. Approval of Parish Council Accounting Statements for year ended 31 March 2026.
The internal audit was completed by A J Kilbee who had raised no issues. The Statements were reviewed and unanimously approved.

2627/032. Sponsorship request for school fete. Temple Ewell Primary School Parent Teacher Association have asked for a Grant of £100 to enable a Bouncy Castle to be hired for the event. The request was unanimously agreed. 
2627/033. Request to utilise King George’s Field for a Wedding Celebration. A request has been made by Holly Gillard to use the playing field for her wedding celebration on Saturday 29 July 2028 as her and her partner have lived their entire lives within the village. The request was unanimously approved, however a refundable deposit of £500 would be requested in case of any damage or littering to the field. 
2627/034. Temple Ewell Speedwatch scheme. A Parishioner attending the Annual Parish Meeting had asked why Temple Ewell didn’t carry out Speedwatch observations. The issue preventing these observations is that we currently only have 3 authorised people and that the minimum required is 6. It was agreed to advertise for additional members again and to possibly seek assistance from the Lydden Speedwatch Group.  
2627/035 Any other business.
a) Temple Ewell Primary School will have contractors installing new fencing around the outside edge of the hedge that runs around the rear and side of the school adjoining King George’s Field. This is to secure the school site as the existing fencing is damaged and could only be replaced if the hedge was removed.
b) The school caretaker advised that a tent hosting some children had been put up on the playing field and asked if this had been approved as it needed to be removed to access the fence replacement area tomorrow. The Clerk has since spoken with the lady who had organised the tent and informed her that any use of King George’s Field like this required prior approval from the Parish Council.
c) Kent County Council Local Government Pension Scheme. An email had been received from KCC on 19 May advising that a deficit of £48,000 was owed in respect of the Parish Clerk’s Pension funding up to 2018. Detailed information has been requested along with details as to why KCC have waited 8 years before advising of this potential deficit.
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 9.01pm.
The next meeting is on 30th June at 7.15pm.
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