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Stepping Stones
MORE THAN JUST A PUB

RESTAURANT & ALFRESCO DINING
CAFÉ-LOUNGE BAR
GARDEN WITH MARQUEE AND OUTSIDE HEATING
POP UP GENERAL STORE
SERVING BASIC ESSENTIALS, FRESH FOOD, GROCERIES AND LOCAL PRODUCE

TAKE OUT / INTRODUCING LOCAL DELIVERY
offering local gins-ales-wines and cheese

01306 889932

steppingstonespub@gmail.com
www.steppingstonesdorking.co.uk

OPEN FROM 11 AM

Please place your pre-orders before 3pm for
deliveries and takeouts for the evening

Sherlock Funeral Service

Sherlock Funeral Service is an
Independent family owned business,
established over 100 years
l

Private Service Chapel & Rest Rooms

l
l

Home visits arranged if required
Pre-Paid Funeral Plans available
l Free Parking

A community magazine for
Mickleham and Westhumble
published under the auspices
of Mickleham PCC with an
independent editorial panel.
The magazine is published at
the beginning of each month
except January and August.

Copy Deadline
for the

September Magazine
Sunday
8th August
send to:
Sue Tatham
St Anthony Pilgrim’s Way
Westhumble
Dorking RH5 6AW
01306 882547
editor@micklehammag.co.uk
Contributions in any form
are welcome as are good
quality photographs. There
is no charge for advertising
local charity and community
events. However the editors
reserve the right to shorten
omit or reformat articles
submitted for publication
depending on space.

Telephone: 01306 882266
Trellis House, 190 South Street, Dorking RH4 2ES.
Email: office@sherlockandsons.co.uk

Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons

Printed by Holbrooks Printers
Portsmouth
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Dear friends
s we come into the summer season and out of lockdown, love is in the air and
weddings have started to be held in the church (albeit smaller than they were
before).
One of the most popular wedding readings is chapter 13 of St Paul’s first letter to
the Corinthians; while it definitely applies to marriage, it is also relevant to every
aspect of life:
If I could speak all the languages of earth and of angels, but did not love others, I
would only be a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.
If I had the gift of prophecy, and if I understood all of God’s secret plans and possessed
all knowledge, and if I had such faith that I could move mountains, but did not love
others, I would be nothing.
If I gave everything I have to the poor and even sacrificed my body, I could boast
about it; but if I did not love others, I would have gained nothing.
Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or boastful or proud or rude.
It does not demand its own way. It is not irritable, and it keeps no record of being
wronged. It does not rejoice about injustice but rejoices whenever the truth wins out.
Love never gives up, never loses faith, is always hopeful, and endures through every
circumstance. Prophecy and speaking in unknown languages and special knowledge
will become useless. But love will last forever! ...
Three things will last forever—faith, hope, and love—and the greatest of these is love.
A beautiful chapter which speaks to us of love, patience and kindness. Three
things which have been in abundance over the last year, within our families and
communities.
We have never needed the help and love of other people more. It has made us
appreciate the work of so many and the beautiful place that we live in. Gatherings
may be smaller and it might have been harder to see each other, but love has
endured. We have been lucky to have the technology available to keep in touch
with people, no matter where they are.
People have had to be patient with each other, with timelines and things constantly
changing. We have been tested to our limits, but hopefully we have come out
stronger, wiser and more determined and ready to face the future with hope and
optimism.
Where would we be without the kindness of others? Giving food to foodbanks,
organising activities, picking up shopping and prescriptions, the list is endless. The
kindness of others in this small community has been truly amazing and something
we should all be proud of.
As we enjoy time off over the summer, let us continue to think of others, be patient,
be kind and show our love to those we know and those that we do not, in whatever
situation we find ourselves in.
The Bible might have been written more than 2000 years ago, but the wise words
written by Paul the Apostle to the Corinthians still apply today.

A

Sarah Blake
Churchwarden
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Why does Mickleham have a House-for-Duty Priest?

St Michael's Church Services

W

Sundays at 10 am

J

in church and via Zoom

oining information for both Zoom and telephone users is available in
Pews News Online, which is sent to all church members each week. If
you would like to join us by Zoom then contact Alison Wood for the codes
or to ask her to include you on the emailing list for Pews News: admin@
micklehamchurch.org.uk / phone 01372 376443. We hope as many of
you as possible will be able to join us for worship.
Please refer to Pews News Online for the latest information. If you
missed any of the services, or would like to revisit them, all are
available on the church YouTube channel: https://youtube.com/channel/UCl4pbewCT91iZhcdoEjJBIw

Westhumble Matins Chapel Service 11th July and 8th August – 11.30am

First Saturday of the month

Coffee Morning
at Westhumble Chapel

Saturday 7th August
between 10am and noon

Why not come along for coffee and cake.
Free drinks for children.
Organised by St Michael's Church
For further information call Jonathan Blake
07787 126966

Parish Prayer Meeting
Tuesday 6th July

Duncan and Agatha Irvine leave St Michael's
after their wedding on 22nd May

Bible Study Groups
Monday Evening
Chapel Group
8 - 9 pm
Contact Amanda Wadsworth
aewadsworth@hotmail.com

Thursday Morning
Study Group
11 am - 12.30 pm

Contact Alison Wood
01372 376443
alison.wood29@btinternet.com
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Our monthly prayer meeting will be at 7.30 pm via Zoom.
No prayer meeting in August. See Pews News Online for
joining details. Everyone welcome.

e recently received the following
query from Jean Suckling: On
reading the History of the Almshouses in
the April Magazine, I was struck by the
fact that Mickleham had not only a fulltime rector but also a curate. When and
why was Mickleham parish demoted to
just a House-for-Duty priest?
John Banfield has written the following
reply: The last full-time priest in
Mickleham, Peter Ince retired in 1992.
For some time, the Church of England
had been struggling with reducing
congregations, falling income and in
some areas a shortage of priests. This
prompted an increase in part-time
appointments and self-supporting
posts (house-for-duty) and the
amalgamation of some parishes into
teams or groups of parishes (united
benefices). At the time Peter Ince
retired there was pressure to combine
Mickleham with a neighbouring parish
but that only finally happened in 2001.
When Peter Ince retired the title Rector
was increasingly being replaced by

Priest-in-Charge. The historical position
of Rector was supported by a tithe
on the parish and income from glebe
lands. That began to change in the
19th century with the introduction of
stipends supported by contributions
from the congregation to the Diocese,
but the courtesy title Rector remained.
In 1993 John Harkin was appointed part
time Priest-in-Charge of the parish and
part-time Chaplain to Box Hill School.
He was followed in 1998 by Barbara
Steadman-Allen. In 2001 the parishes
of Mickleham and Leatherhead were
combined in a United Benefice with first
David Eaton and then Graham Osborne
becoming the incumbent priest in both
parishes. In 2004 David Ireland was
appointed Associate Minister of the
United Benefice as a self-supporting
house-for-duty priest with the courtesy
title of Parish Priest in Mickleham. David
in turn was followed by Malcolm Raby
and then again John Harkin.
The simple answer to Jean's question
is the historical position of Rector was

supported by a tithe on all those living
in the parish, income from glebe lands
and the support of local benefactors
and that has all changed. Today
the church has to rely on declining
congregations for financial support
which has resulted in a decrease in
the number of full-time priests and an
increase in non-stipendiary and housefor-duty appointments. Mickleham is
just one example of this change.

T

Update on filling
the Vacancy

wo candidates were interviewed on
16th June and we are awaiting an
announcement of the outcome. Ed.

St Michael’s Church Community Group

U

nfortunately we have had to postpone the Mid-Summer Ice Cream Village Picnic due to the extension
of the covid restrictions. We hope it can be rearranged. Otherwise, the Harvest Supper is next in
the calendar, followed by some sort of ‘Quiz with a Difference’ in November.
ST MICHAEL’S ECO-SCHEME This is an issue that is becoming increasingly important within the church and one that overlaps
with other initiatives that are taking place in the wider community. Therefore, it is likely that any new church involvement
in this area will need to include a mixture of PCC/church representatives and other members of the parish. The PCC will be
considering this topic urgently going forward, but in the meantime we would welcome contact from individuals locally, who
may have knowledge of relevant areas, such as ecology. If you are willing to share any such specialist expertise, please email
me on mickleham@hotmail.com so we can compile a full list of local support and volunteers.
Please remember the foodbank when you go shopping. Donations have fallen off a bit lately, but the need is till there.
Mark Day

Suitable items for the foodbank collection
Return of Men's and Women's

Saturday Breakfasts

A social gathering open to everyone

Men’s Breakfasts

Women’s Breakfasts

The Running Horses
9 – 10 am
17th July

The Stepping Stones
9 – 10 am
24th July

Third Saturdays

Book with: Andy Diamond
diamo1@hotmail.co.uk

Fourth Saturdays

Book with: Stephanie Randall
0773 6933 482
srandall55@gmail.com

Tinned veg/ tomatoes /soup/ pasta sauce/ baked beans Washing-up and cleaning products
Powdered milk / UHT milk (green and blue only)
Tissues / Paper towels / Tampons
Rice pudding / Long life sponge puddings
Men's/ women's toiletries
Coffee / Tea bags / Long life fruit juice
Laundry products
Pasta / Rice / Pulses / Instant mash
Nappies
Jam/honey/marmalade/spread
Pet food
Please do not include
out-of-date items or those
Sugar (500g bags only)
that require refrigeration.
Porridge / Cereal

LOCAL FOOD BANK COLLECTION POINTS

MICKLEHAM
Garden Corner off Old London Road
Mary Banfield 01372 373912

WESTHUMBLE
St Anthony, Pilgrim's Way
Sue Tatham 01306 882547
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Superb professional
cleaning of carpets
oriental rugs
upholstery curtains
and leather
Guardsman
anti-stain protection

•
•
•
•
•

spot stain and odour removal
leather cleaning specialists
flame retarding
dust mite reduction service
all work fully insured & guaranteed

For a free no obligation quotation call today
Freephone 0808 144 9071
John Joannides 28 Bracken Close Bookham

Established Local Family Business

PROFESSIONAL
PAINTERS & DECORATORS

•
•
•
•
•

Over 20 years' experience
Internal & External
Commercial & Domestic
Friendly, First Class Service
Surrey / Sussex/ Greater London

FREE ESTIMATES

01306 640418

www.dorkingdecorators.co.uk
As approved by Checkatrade

CHRIS HULME
Garden Machinery

Service and repair of all makes and models of:
• Ride-on mowers
• Rotary mowers
• Cylinder mowers
• Chainsaws
• Strimmers • Hedge cutters
• Rotavators
• Blower vacs

Quality secondhand machinery

Collection and delivery service

The Barn Cowslip Lane Mickleham 01372 377757 / 07950 961606

A6 advert.qxp_Layout 1 25/05/2017 02:44 Page 1

• Quality Flowers • Personal Service • Customer Satisfaction •

• Wedding Specialists •

Pinehurst
RestHome
We aim to provide an excellent service at
competitive rates supporting emotional physical
and social needs of our clients always respecting
and protecting their status as adults.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Residential and 24-hour daycare		
Excellent cuisine
Facilities for disabled: medic bath / lift
Home doctor in attendance
Single & sharing rooms			
Convalescent & short stays
Lounge with TV & piano		
Separate dining room
Physiotherapist chiropodist & hairdresser
Entertainment: theatre visits / parties
& cabarets held on premises

National Trust Road Box Hill
Mickleham Dorking Surrey RH5 6BY
Telephone: 01306 889942 / 888253
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Mickleham and
Westhumble
Local History Group

• Qualified Florists • Fresh Flowers & Plants • Local Delivery •
• Varied Gift Selection • Corporate Functions • Special Occasions •
• Funeral Tribute Specialists • Interflora Worldwide •
66 High Street, Dorking, Surrey RH4 1AY
T: 01306 883511 • E: fbe@btconnect.com
www.flowersbyelaine.co.uk

SIMON HOOPER

For all your decorating needs...
Professional friendly and speedy service at all times
Fully insured
Exterior painting
Free quotes & advice
Commercial/Domestic work

Insurance work
Interior decorating
Oil & Water-based products
Wallpaper hanging & removal

07947 135 376 0208 3978 962
www.slhdecoratingservices.com
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Forgotten
Fredley?

he Manor of Fredley came about in
1327 or thereabouts when Margery
de Micklam married John Dewey and
her father gave her part of the Manor of
Mickleham as a wedding gift. Their son
changed his name to John de Fredlee
and Fredley Manor was born. It did
not have a manor house, however, and
the earliest building with the Fredley
name on a map is Fredley Cottage which
was built in about 1597. It was then
described as a ‘tiny cottage with a few
meagre outbuildings’ and an acreage
that stretched at least from Box Hill to
the Mole to Juniper Hall. Acquired
by Cecil Bisshopp (later Sir Cecil and
inheritor of Parham House in Sussex) in
1762, he intended to build a grand house
on a nearby knoll but was distracted
by the Royal Oak Ale House which he
expanded into what we now know as
Juniper Hall.
At the turn of the 18 th century the
cottage or farm as it was also called
was rented and ultimately bought by
‘Conversation’ Sharp as a rural retreat.
He entertained many of the eminent
artists, philosophers and scientists of
his day including William Wordsworth
who is reputed to have carved his initials
on a tree in the grounds. It sounds
idyllic: ‘alight with glow-worms’ and
‘nightingales in chorus’. The flaw was the
accommodation, which was exceedingly
limited and in 1815 Sharp carried out
numerous alterations and extensions to
house his guests, although even then his
ward Maria Kinneard and her aunt were
obliged to stay at nearby Flint Cottage.
Maria inherited the estate on Sharp’s
death as well as a considerable fortune.
She married Thomas Drummond, Under
Secretary of State for Ireland (and one
Englishman for whom a statue was
erected in Dublin) and they had three
daughters: Fanny, Mary and Emily.
Thomas died in 1840, aged 42, but Maria
lived on until 1881 during which time
she had built Fredley House (in 1865) on
the same knoll that Cecil Bisshopp had
contemplated, together with a lodge
that fronted on to the Old London Road.
This would have housed the gatekeeper
to the estate.
Fredley Cottage/Farm became the home
of John Tweed, her trusted bailiff and
farmer who was also a churchwarden for
many years, and his wife described as ‘a

Fredley Farm in 1832 watercolour by Hassell

dairy woman’ in the census while
Maria lived in what was now ‘the big
house’. On her death the estate passed
to her eldest daughter, Mary and her
husband Mr Joseph Kay, QC and then to
Emily, the youngest who did not marry.
Before Mary’s death in 1924 the sisters
entertained weekend guests, inviting
men and women from the East End to
tea in their garden. Emily was a skilful
landscape gardener and a great lover of
nature; even in London, where she had
a house in Hyde Park Gardens, she would
go for long walks on her own and knew
the Thames from Oxford to Richmond.
On her death in May 1930, aged 92, her
will bequeathed portraits by Sir Joshua
Reynolds to the National Gallery in
London and in Dublin as well as £500 to
her farm bailiff.
Fredley Estate was put up for auction
by Emily’s executors on 4th November
1930. As well as an estate of 79 acres
it included Fredley (the house), Fredley
Cottage, the Lodge and extensive
garages and stabling plus a farmery.
At this time, there was growing unease
among planners about the increasing
loss of open space and the uncontrolled
ribbon development of the countryside
that was taking place (for example
locally in Bookham and Fetcham). Plans
had also been in the pipeline for some
years to extend the Leatherhead bypass
through the Mole Valley and to bypass
Mickleham village, which was inundated
with traffic at weekends in particular.
Events coalesced when Norbury Park
Estate was also put up for auction in
1930. The sales particulars promoted
‘its very great value for development’
and this aroused the attention of the
Special Town Planning Committee. It
was a Councillor, WM Willcocks who
on his own initiative bought the Fredley
Estate for £11,350 plus expenses and
in 1931 the SCC opted to take up his
purchase in order to preserve the
amenities afforded by Box Hill and the
views over Norbury Park, and to acquire

the land necessary for the construction
of the by-pass at the Burford Bridge end.
This amounted to something over 30
acres and included the strip of land that
is now Ryka’s. In 1931 the remainder
was put up for auction. Lot 1 consisted
of Fredley, house and grounds, the
picturesque entrance lodge and stabling,
etc. with 20 acres. Lot 2 was Fredley
Cottage with an adjoining old-fashioned
cottage and the farmery which housed
a range of loose boxes and cowsheds,
etc, 15 acres in all. This left about 42
acres of land. Unfortunately for the SCC
neither lot reached its reserve. Bidding
for the estate as a whole reached £6,300,
Fredley £3,500 and the Cottage £3,400.
This left the council in something
of a quandary and there was much
discussion about the future of Fredley
which was considered suitable for a
residential children’s home by some
councillors but disputed by others. It
was put up for auction again in June
1933 and I am assuming bought by the
St. Faith’s Home for ‘orphan or destitute
girls ' as the home was open in Fredley
by 1935. Miss Corbet Hue (who lived at
Pinehurst) was one of its most important
benefactors and bequeathed the residue
of her estate to the scheme on her death
in 1954.
A solution to Fredley Cottage was found
when George Lloyd Jacob bought Fredley
Cottage with nine acres for £2,600
and renamed it Fredley Manor to the
confusion of many who have thought
it actually was the old manor house.
A new carriage drive was built for him
from the London Road for direct access.
A further nine acres were sold to the
National Trust.
The remainder was authorised to be
sold for building purposes either in one
lot or plots. There were restrictions:
only one house per every two acres was
allowed and homes at a cost of £1,500.
And thus it was that between 1930 and
1935 the Fredley Estate became Fredley
and Fredley Park.
Judy Kinloch
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Mickleham Choral Society
Stepping outside one’s comfort zone!

i n c e l a st M a rc h , M i c k l e h a m
Choral Society has been unable
to sing together indoors. To say that
I have missed making music is an
understatement. Indeed, the whole
choir have missed not only the music
but the tremendous feeling of wellbeing that you get from singing together.
Music, friends, laughter – choir provides
it all.
So, what to do to keep us all engaged
with music and each other. Well, we
did Zoom rehearsals. Not ideal (another
understatement), as everyone is singing
on their own, muted and unable to
hear anyone else except themselves.
We did it for a while – but enough was
enough! So, I decided (perhaps over
enthusiastically) that I would make a
'Virtual Choir Video'. I had received
a random e-mail from a young man
called David Tshulak who informed me
that if I was thinking of making a virtual
video, his company Wejam could help.
I thought – why not? I rang him and we
started the ball rolling.
It is here that I should mention that I
am not at all 'techie'. In other words,
I didn’t have a clue what I was letting
myself in for. However, my random
choice of David was truly fortuitous.
He was fantastic and led me through
every stage of the project with endless
good humour and patience (which he
needed!) I will try to give you an idea
of what we had to do.
• Make a video recording of the piano
part conducted by me to make sure it
was exactly the right speed.
• Record the soprano, alto, tenor and
bass parts separately using just one
voice to each part. The end result being
four separate voice recordings.
• Send the piano and voice recordings
to David to put them all together.
• Create tracks for each voice part in
the choir to rehearse with. For example
the basses' track would sound to them
as though their bass buddy was singing
LOUDLY in their ear with all other parts
soft.
• Send these tracks out to the choir and
tell them to learn their part.
• Have two zoom rehearsals to make
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sure everyone knows what they are
doing. (Ha ha!)
We were then ready to start recording
the choir and it was at this point they
came to realise they were going to
have to sing in front of me and a video
camera. I nearly had a mutiny on my
hands. 'You mean you are going to hear
me sing ON MY OWN!!' Errrrm…. yes.
That’s the way it works. But, in the end
they were all VERY brave and turned up
at the Village Hall one at a time to be
recorded for posterity. Many looked as
though they would rather face a firing
squad. I kept saying 'when you look at
the camera, try to look as though you
are enjoying yourself'. Some succeeded
better than others but they did all try.
Sometimes it took three or four takes to
get a good recording but sometimes we
got it in one! Everyone sang so well and
left feeling proud of themselves, though
one man was heard saying outside – 'I
think that was the most frightening
experience of my life!' Poor soul!
Forty recordings later and I knew our
chosen piece, Something Told the
Wild Geese, by Andy Beck, extremely
well! All 40 recordings were sent to
David who put them together to make
the sound track. Editing came next.
Balance of voices, dynamics, etc, etc.
We then moved on to adding the choir
videos.
I had a very clear idea of how I wanted
the final video to look. I wanted to
intersperse the choir with film of
wild geese floating, taking off, flying
towards or away from camera. I gave
David timed clips of geese and told him
exactly where in the music to use them.
I also knew the format I wanted the
choir to appear in – not just 40 faces on
screen all the time. David was brilliant.
So tolerant when I phoned for the
umpteenth time saying we needed to
change/add/cut/ something. When we
were almost done, I think he thought
I had totally lost the plot when I told
him I wanted some 'honking' at the
very beginning. (But he still did include
some very fine honking as requested!).
Grateful thanks to Clare Kennington for
her beautiful solo, Judith Flint for her
glorious piano playing, David Tshulak –

techie genius, Francesca Cox for helping
find non-copyright geese footage, Jilly
Aarvold for suggesting The Wild Geese,
but most of all to all my wonderful
singers. The whole project took a HUGE
amount of time, but it gave such a boost
to the morale of the choir (and to me).
It showed that even when everything
seems set against you, it is possible to
produce something beautiful.
I hope you all enjoy listening to it.
This is the link https://youtu.be/
URwG45Pr6vU or you can go to You
Tube and search 'Something Told
the Wild Geese Mickleham Choral
Society'. Please share widely – the
beauty of social media is that we
can reach so many people who
would never be able to come to our
concerts. Looking forward to seeing
you all when we finally are allowed to
perform 'live' again.
Juliet Hornby
Conductor
Mickleham Choral Society

PS

I received a message from our
Italian friends in Sinalunga telling
me about 'Primavera Sinalunga
2021', their Spring Music and Drama
Festival which is linked to a festival in
Montepulciano. It was going to be a
virtual presentation this year and they
have chosen our video of The Wild
Geese to open the festival. They called
it 'Un salute dall’Inghilterra'. The link to
it is in Italian. The gist of what they have
written about us is:'Our friends from Dorking sent us this
beautiful film together with their good
wishes. Dorking is a small town twinned
with the Commune of Sinalunga. It is
about 30 km from London in the south
east of England. We have chosen this for
our opening presentation for Sinalunga
Primavera 2021 thanking them and
congratulating them. BRAVI! '
This is a real honour and I am beyond
delighted. I feel such pride for all of
you and what you have achieved. Keep
sending the video to friends – it is so
good to feel that we can reach out as
a choir to so many people.
Juliet

A screen shot from the video

Mickleham & Westhumble Local History Group

Guided Tour of Newdigate
Thursday 23rd September
Please join us for coffee at 10:30 a.m. at the Six Bells Barn in Newdigate, next to the Six Bells pub. John Callcut,
Chairman of the Newdigate Local History Society, will then take us on a tour of the village which will last
approximately one and a half to two hours. There will be no charge for the tour.
After the tour we will have lunch at the pub. For further information, or to reserve a place, please contact
Judith Long: judith.long2@btinternet.com or 07904 160961.

St Barnabas Church, Ranmore
Parish Picnic and Alfresco Concert
Saturday 17th July from 3.30 pm

Everyone welcome. Come and socialise in glorious surroundings .
Please bring your own picnic (afternoon tea or early evening drinks and nibbles/dinner).
Also bring chairs, rugs, tables, umbrellas etc, whatever you need.
There will be a few stalls selling plants, cakes and books, plus a raffle and tombola.
The Whyte Effect Choir (ex-Cambridge choral scholars and professional singers) will sing popular secular music,
including a selection of madrigals, ballads and jazz.
Proceedings will end officially about 6 pm , but you are very welcome to stay a while longer to continue with your
picnic and enjoy the ambience of the surroundings.
No charge for entry and the concert, but all donations towards church funds will be gratefully received.
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•
•
•
•
•
•

Bespoke dress making
Soft furnishings
Clothing alterations
Curtains
Sewing lessons
Roman Blinds

B

Contact Tracey: 07511 079441
traceyssewingroom@gmail.com

Your visiting

P H Y S I O T H E R A P I S T

SUE JUDD

MCSP HCPC

40 years of experience.
All your requirements for elderly
mobilisation & post-operative
rehabilitation.

• Since 1926, Capel-based and family owned
• STRESS-FREE, local, national & worldwide
• Contact us for your FREE estimate...

01306 711293

07834 227 999 sue-judd@sky.com

edebros.co.uk

P J Oliver & Son
Gill and Paula would like to warmly welcome you to Aspen Care offering
assistance to enable you to live in the comfort of your own home with care
and companionship.
• A happy alternative to a care home
• Cover while your family or carer takes a holiday
• Recuperation and rehabilitation following a hospital stay
• All aspects of personal care medication and meal prep
• Dementia care disability chronic &critical conditions end of life care
• Accompaniment to appointments
Call for a chat to discuss your requirements.
We look forward to hearing from you.
01737 354821 info@aspenliveincare.co.uk www.aspenliveincare.co.uk

Window cleaning
House & Garden Maintenance
Roof Repairs, Guttering
Painting & Decorating
Ground works, fencing, hedge cutting,
and tree work
Also Pest control
Call Phil on 07722 158 111
Email Oliviagarrett79@gmail.com

YOUR LOCAL FARM SHOP
ON DENBIES WINE ESTATE
farm shop

deli

plant centre

Open daily including Bank Holidays 9.30 am to 5.30 pm and Sundays 10 am to 5 pm Free parking

LOCAL PRODUCE : Surrey strawberries• Sussex tomatoes • Mandiras Kitchen ready meals • Grays Dairy ice cream
We deliver veg bags and more to the local area on Tuesdays and Fridays see
www.vgfarmshop.com or email vegbag@vgfarmshop.com for details
LOCAL
NATURAL •• ETHICAL
ETHICAL 01306
01306880720
880720 www.vgfarmshop.com
www.vgfarmshop.com
LOCAL •• NATURAL
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Update on the Bridges

y the time you read this work should
have started on the two bridges in
Westhumble.
The pedestrian bridge over the
railway for access to the platforms
is to be refurbished along with the
canopies over them. In May Network
Rail sent a letter to each household
in the village to inform us about the
work, to be completed by the end of
November. It also made clear that
travel may be affected by the work and
people planning to travel should check
at www.nationalrail.co.uk. An article in
the Dorking Advertiser stated that this
work will cost £1million.
The road bridge over the railway:
Our first information about the
proposed temporary measures to limit
the load on the road bridge until major
work to strengthen it came via David
Allbeury, chair of the Westhumble
Residents Association. He has kept all
those on the neighbourhood watch
email circulation informed about the
project and about his discussions with
Surrey County Council to minimise the
impact on road travel of those living
in the village, deliveries etc while the
bridge is closed for 5 weeks, 24 hours
a day. The only alternatives out of the
village are Ranmore Common Road
to Dorking or via Chapel Lane up to

T

Bookham. Both have very narrow
sections and no doubt there will be
problems when vehicles need to pass.
Very late in the day, after signs were
erected saying that the bridge would be
closed for five weeks from June 7th, SCC
hand- delivered a letter to all houses in
the village to explain about the closure.
It gave no information about any
measures to minimise the difficulties in
the very narrow lanes.
We all understand the need to keep the
bridge safe and the chaos (and possible
danger) if there was a failure. But if
there was any public consultation about
the current closure it was kept very
quiet. David has negotiated tirelessly
with SCC and Network Rail to make
sure it causes the minimum disruption
to the local population. SCC told him
that the emergency services would be
able to meet their response times but
no indication was given of any plans
for traffic management. A delay of one
week in the closure was agreed while
discussions continued, but in the event
information provided persuaded him
that there was nothing further to be
gained. He sent an email to residents
saying
‘In light of this I think we have to accept
that we have done everything we can
to improve the situation regarding the

closure and will just have to put up
with it.
I have chased both SCC and the National
Trust to get them to cut back their
hedges and improve sight lines and
passing places.
Thank you for all your support. Let’s
deal with it as best we can and be
nice to the workforce when they are
onsite ...’
Perhaps by the time you read this any
traffic problems will have been ironed
out. Please take care on the lanes, be
patient and be as thoughtful as possible
about your fellow road users.
Many thanks to David for all his work
on this.
Charlotte Daruwalla

Bee Orchids on the Rec

he wild patch on the Village
Rec has delivered as promised!
At least nine bee orchids have
managed to throw up their flower
spikes and the spectacular florets
are on full show as I write on
12th June. When you get the
magazine at the end of the month
you should still be able to see the
final flowers as they open spirally
upwards.
The patch will be allowed to grow
on until the end of the season,
so there will be plenty more
to see – the tall purple tufts of
knapweed will soon be attracting
butterflies and bees. It is a visual
treat and do not forget you too
can experiment by leaving an
unmown bit in your own garden
to see what appears.
David Kennington
9
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Mickleham Parish Council
Annual Report 2021

he Annual Parish Meeting was held
in Box Hill School on Monday 24th
May at which the following report was
presented:
My Annual Report this year covers
two years, as that for 2020 had to be
cancelled due to the initial lockdown at
the outbreak of the Covid 19 pandemic
in the Spring of 2020.
I therefore ask for some understanding
if items which you considered significant
are forgotten, not because they
were unimportant but because your
chairman finds it difficult to remember
what happened to him only weeks
earlier in his own life.
Some of the issues which did take up
a considerable amount of councillors’
time in the past two years include the
increasing problem of noise, speed and
volume of traffic caused in part by the
average speed cameras, tempting road
users to ‘cut through’, using the Old
London Road and partly because of
the vastly increased volume of traffic
visiting the area over the last year.
Various attempts have been made to
address the problems caused, including
the formation of a local Community
Speed Watch team, the Joint Action
Group bringing together a number of
local organisations and the proposal of
increased parking restrictions in the Old
London Road.
The Emergency Plan which parish
councils are required to prepare
was reviewed and improved and,
at the outbreak of the pandemic,
the WhatsApp group formed for this
purpose was extended to provide a
forum for those offering and requiring
assistance of various kinds during
periods of lockdown in particular.
The Local Green Belt Review was
prepared and then shelved but two
possible developments, one on land
owned by Hall Farm and the other

MPC May meeting

A

s part of the meeting we were
joined by new owners, Mark and
Kuan Over, of 51 Degrees North, the
new café (formerly Frascati). Mark and
Kwan outlined their plans for the site.
Some positive feedback has already
been received by the excitement of a
new café/eatery in our community. The
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on Burmester Field owned by Box Hill
School, were proposed as sites for small
scale developments.
National Heritage Day, on the weekend
21st/22nd September 2019 was
planned and executed by the late
James Riches and his band of helpers
with the support of the Church and Box
Hill School.
Plans were approved for the change
of the Frascati Restaurant to a café
and eatery, with the support of the
parish council. The original purchaser
withdrew as a result of the pandemic
but new owners are currently working
on the premises and hope to open for
business in the late summer of 2021.
The re-development and improvement
of the Norbury Park site was put in hand
in 2020, as a result of Surrey County
Council (SCC) taking back responsibility
for much of the area from Surrey
Wildlife Trust. The intention is to have
a process of public consultation when
initial proposals are ready but there
have been a number of delays, in part
caused by the closure of Norbury Park
Saw Mill. Dr John Lowes has kindly
taken on responsibility for this area and
keeps the parish council fully informed
of any progress made.
‘Your Fund’, an initiative by SCC to fund
capital projects across the county, is
being explored by the Parish Council,
which has set up a Working Party under
the leadership of Councillor Kayleigh
Hunter and several projects are being
explored, including additional play
equipment in the recreation field and
plans to provide safer use of footpaths
and bridle paths for pedestrians and
cyclists.
The plan to erect a bus shelter at the
Mickleham Church bus stop, outside
the Rectory, finally gained approval
from SCC after months of negotiation
and the bus shelter was installed in
parish council wish them all the success.
Congratulations were also extended to
County Councillor Hazel Watson (also
present), on being re-elected at the
recent county elections. And finally, the
parish council thanked Box Hill School
for allowing the council to use their site
for the first face-to-face meeting since
pre-Covid where there was space to

M

November 2020. It is greatly valued and
much used. Our thanks go to a number
of local donors who made this project
possible and to Councillor Will Dennis
for his determination to see the project
succeed.
The increased number of visitors to
this area, as a result of the severely
restricted travel regulations in 2020–21,
has caused a huge problem in terms
of litter left behind. It is estimated
that over 100,000 people visited the
Box Hill area over the late May bank
holiday weekend in 2020. A remarkably
dedicated team of litter pickers has
endeavoured to address the problem
and our sincere thanks go to them for
their hard work and dedication.
During the past six months we have
had a change of parish clerk, as a result
of the resignation of Trevor Haylett,
whose work has been greatly valued
over recent years. Feena Graham has
taken over the role and we are delighted
to have found such a competent
replacement. Judy Kinloch retired as
parish councillor after many years of
dedicated service but remains available
as an invaluable source of information
to the parish council. Sadly one of our
past councillors, James Riches, died very
suddenly in March 2021.
Your parish council continues to be
very grateful to the community for its
encouragement and support, especially
over the recent most challenging of
periods, and remains committed to its
well-being and stability.
David Ireland, Chairman
continue to social distance and maintain
the current lockdown easing rules.
As always keep an eye out for updates
on the website and if you have any
suggestions or comments, please send
your feedback via the contact link on
the website: www.micklehampc.org.uk
Feena Graham, Parish Clerk

Westhumble Open Gardens

aybe people had had enough of
being trapped in their own homes
during lockdown, but whatever the
reason, they were out in considerable
n u m b e rs o n t h e wa r m S u n d ay
afternoon to visit the seven gardens
that participated in the Westhumble
Open Garden event organised by the
Garden Shed. A few hardy individuals
managed to view all seven gardens but
most managed at least four or five. The
comments we received were all very
favourable, noting not only the high
standard, but also the variety of gardens
and how they were each tailored to
their respective houses. Some visitors,
mainly the men, trailing in the footsteps
of their green-fingered spouses, were
more interested in the various varieties
of cake available, ranging from the

common or garden chocolate brownie
to the harder to cultivate rare spotted
lemon drizzle. It was good though to
see old friends meet up again, greeting
each other with either the regulation
elbow bump or the occasional illicit
peck on the cheek – sorry Boris.
The real heroes of the day were the
foolhardy households who agreed, or
were pressganged, into opening their
gardens and also the supporting cast
of bakers, plant donors and helpers on
the day: thank you all. Thanks also to
the community at large and particularly
the neighbours of the open gardens for
putting up with considerable disruption
and no doubt some dodgy parking on
what should have been a quiet Sunday
afternoon. The event was organised

to be a hopefully
pleasant way to
spend a Sunday
afternoon but also
to raise muchneeded funds for
the Dorking based charity, the Brigitte
Trust, who offer free emotional support
and practical help at home to people
and their families facing cancer, MND,
MS, heart and lung failure, and other
life-threatening illness. We still have
some money coming in but so far we
have raised over £1,100. Who would
have thought that fundraising could
be so much fun?
Roger Davis
See the centre spread (pp 14-15) for
photographs of the participating
gardens.

Garden Shed – Coming up later this year
Monday 20th September 7.30 pm
‘Clematis Through the Seasons’
with Everett Leeds - Stepping Stones pub

Monday 15th November 7.30 pm
‘Shrubs and Climbers for your Garden’
with Graham Pattison - Stepping Stones pub

October Date TBA
Autumn at Winkworth Arboretum – Guided Tour

Saturday 11th December 9.15 am – 12.30 pm
Christmas Workshop at Mickleham Village Hall

C

The Arts Society Dorking

urrently as things
stand the final Lecture
THE ARTS SOCIETY
for the year 2020/21 will
be held live in Dorking Halls. Due to
restrictions in place we are unable
to have visitors or guests on Tuesday
13th July 2021. However, we welcome
new members who wish to join when
we start our new series of lectures in

October 2021 with a full and interesting
programme being finalised and visits
being planned. Just to give you a taste
of what members will hear in July:
From Downtown to Gatsby - Jewellery
& Fashion 1890-1920. Andrew Prince
will guide the Members through the
extraordinary periods and events
between 1890-1920 when the great

fashion houses collaborated with
the finest of jewellers. He will also
discuss the clients and patrons who
commissioned the jewels and how
they were worn with the sumptuous
gowns. We look forward to you
joining us in the Autumn and for more
information please view our website
www.theartssocietydorking.co.uk.

Online Lectures on the Arts

THE ARTS SOCIETY

The Arts Society, formerly the National Association of Decorative and Fine Arts Societies (NADFAS), is a
leading arts education charity with a global network of over 380 local societies, which bring people
together through a shared curiosity for the arts. Two local societies are inviting non-members to join their
monthly lectures on Zoom – all given by Arts Society accredited lecturers.

THE ARTS SOCIETY LEATHERHEAD
Wednesday 14th July at 7.30 pm PLAYED IN LONDON: CHARTING THE HERITAGE OF A CITY AT PLAY by Simon Inglis
Register with: Huw Jenkins antidisestablishmentarianism@gmail.com £5 per lecture.
THE ARTS SOCIETY BETCHWORTH
Monday 19th July at 2.30 pm. A PRIVATE PALACE OF ART: FREDERICK LEIGHTON’S STUDIO HOUSE by Daniel Robbins
Register with: Pat Frankland pat_frankland@hotmail.com or ring 01737 842028 £5 per lecture.
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A Confidential & Safe Space to Talk
Counselling • Mind & Body Healing
Reiki • Relax into Nature Sessions
Online/Outdoors/Distance

Supporting you with compassion and
understanding through challenging times
Call Judith Cobby
on 01306 882229
or 07790 614448
www.healing-inspiration.co.uk

Ballroom Dancing
Latin American Dancing
Professional Training [IDTA]
Private lessons only on
Tuesday afternoons and
Sunday evenings

[with a one-hour practice session starting at 8pm]

At Mickleham Village Hall
Dell Close Mickleham Surrey RH5 6EE
07748 867 732
vmvdancing@gmail.com

TIM LANGLEY
Experienced craftsman

ANTIQUE RESTORATION
CABINET MAKING
FRENCH POLISHING
01372 457700 07960 486455

IDTA Qualified Teacher

Domestic & Commercial
• Electrical Installations
• Alterations
• Expertise in Fault Finding
• Condition Reports

07760 852 540
Part P Approved

Personal Training and Pilates
with Immie Adshead
L4 Qualified Coach

Optimize your Body Brain Connection
Maximise your Results
1-1, 1-2, small groups in the Surrey Hills
07935 674 588
immieadsheadpt@gmail.com
www.thebodybraincoach.com
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01372 741544 paul.tame@homeinstead.co.uk
www.homeinstead.co.uk/epsom

Free estimates collection & delivery

A25 ELECTRICALS

Community Directory

A local, award-winning
business supporting people
living in Epsom & Mole Valley,
enabling them to remain living
independently AT HOME as well
as providing
companionship and colour to peoples lives.
RATED AS OUTSTANDING BY CARE QUALITY
COMMISSION
Committed to providing a quality, trusted and consistent
home care service, we only recruit local CareGivers
and match every CareGiver to every client so

Rowlatt Garden Services

RGS

Box Hill and Headley Heath (National Trust)
Lead Ranger – Mark Dawson
01306 885502
		
mark.dawson@nationaltrust.org.uk
Friends of Box Hill – Chair Lyn Richards
01737 842889
		
lyn@mra.uk.net
Box Hill School
Headmaster – Cory Lowde
01372 374814
		
HMPA@boxhillschool.com
Dorking Cricket Club
Chairman – Andrew Homewood
homewooda@hotmail.co.uk

Mickleham
Village Hall
available
for hire

Hall bookings
Table & chair hire
Deanna Darnell
07790 941 601

bookings@micklehamvh.co.uk

www.micklehamvillagehall.org.uk

EST.1985

Gardens large and small
we maintain them all
All aspects of private and commercial garden
and estate maintenance landscaping undertaken
Fencing grass & hedge cutting

Telephone: 01737 841524 Mobile: 07887 838666
References available upon request

Planning
a party?

Equipment
available for hire
China ~ Cutlery
Electric urn

Equipment hire
Mary Banfield
01372 373912

admin@micklehamvh.co.uk

Dorking Group of Artists
Exhibition Secretary – Patricia Booth 			
01737 24491
					
patriciabooth100@gmail.com
Dorking Lawn Tennis & Squash Club
Jim Cattermole
01306 883629
		
jim.cattermole@uwclub.net
Dorking Rugby Club
Jim Evans
				
07789 176417
						 jim@flintcottage.net
The Garden Shed
Pauline Davis 						
07759 646353
					
paulinemdavis@gmail.com
Susie Gowenlock 					
07768 923088
					
susiegowenlock@gmail.com
Juniper Hall Field Centre

01306 734501
enquiries.jh@field-studies-council.org
Centre Manager – Maddy Jones
m.jones@field-studies-council.org
Friends of Juniper Hall – Suzy Hughes
01483 281935
		
suzy@suzyhughes.co.uk
Mickleham Children’s Playground Association
Secretary – Sarah Parfitt
07767 891772
		
sarah@sarahparfitt.com
Mickleham Choral Society
Thursdays 8 - 10 pm – Mickleham Village Hall
Conductor – Juliet Hornby
01372 373106
Secretary – Anne Weaver
01306 883932
www.micklehamchoral.org.uk
secretary@micklehamchoral.org.uk
Mickleham Old Box Hillians Football Club
Secretary – John Atewell
01372 374745
Mickleham Parish Council
See website for meeting dates www.micklehampc.org.uk
Chairman – Revd David Ireland
01372 379381
rev.ireland43@btinternet.com
Parish Clerk – Feena Graham
clerkatmpc@gmail.com
Mickleham Parish Magazine
Editor – Sue Tatham
01306 882547
		
editor@micklehammag.co.uk
Co-Editor – Charlotte Daruwalla
01306 884025
		
editor@micklehammag.co.uk
Administrator – Fiona Roberts-Miller
01306 740851
		
admin@micklehammag.co.uk
Mickleham Village Hall
Chairman – Ben Tatham
01306 882547
		
chairman@micklehamvh.co.uk
Bookings Manager – Deanna Darnell
07790 941601
		
bookings@micklehamvh.co.uk
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St Michael’s Church
within the United Benefice
of Leatherhead and Mickleham

Incumbent
The Reverend Graham Osborne
Parish Priest – Vacant
Churchwardens
Sarah Blake

		

Timothy Mathieson
		
Parish Administrator
Alison Wood
PCC Secretary
Elizabeth Moughton

		

Sunday 6th June

01372 372313

Members of the
Parochial Church Council

Photographs: Roger Davis and Ben Tatham

07736 235709

07555 597163

St Michael's Community
Group Committee

TimothyMathieson@aol.com

admin@micklehamchurch.org.uk

1

2

7

01306 883040

pccsecretary@micklehamchurch.org.uk

01372 375303

pcctreasurer@micklehamchurch.org.uk

Organist
David Fishwick 			
0208 773 2420
		
organist@micklehamchurch.org.uk
Weddings Co-ordinator
Elaine Machin			
01372 724972
Baptisms Co-ordinator
Vickie Leney
		

weddings@micklehamchurch.org.uk

6

7

5

Helping Hands
Including Food for Friends
A service for all residents
of Mickleham and Westhumble

01372 374730

dbrianwilcox@btinternet.com

01372 383350

website@micklehamchurch.org.uk

www.micklehamchurch.org.uk
For information about services for other
denominations see website pages.
Search on ‘Churches Together Mole Valley’

4

3

5

Registers

Examples of services we offer*:
• Essential shopping / collection of prescriptions
• Changing library books
• Small tasks: eg changing fuses, altering clocks etc
• Dog walking
• Visiting / befriending
• Home-cooked meals for local families going
through difficult times
* Presently limited by Covid restrictions

Wedding
22nd May Agatha Dombrovski and Duncan Irvine

Requests to

Frances Presley 01306 882473
More helpers needed – please contact
Frances if you can spare some time.

1

Baptisms at The Westhumble Chapel of Ease
23th May Keith Willsher
Xanthe Himali Weaver Boyes, 		
daughter of Rebecca and Matthew
Boyes and granddaughter of Anne
and Gerry Weaver

6

4

2

3

5

Spare copies of the
Parish Magazine

Participating Gardens
1 April Cottage 2 Mulberry Cottage 3 Faircross 4 Chapel Cottage
5 Ashcombe 6 Quinneys 7 3 Crabtree Cottages
4
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Mark Day 			
07852 117249
		
mickleham@hotmail.com
Amy Ward 			
07709 199292
		
amycatrionaward@gmail.com
Mary Banfield			
01372 373912
			
mgbbmw@aol.com
Andy Diamond 			
07789 775354
			
diamo1@hotmail.co.uk
Will Dennis 			
07903 842674
		
wdwdennis@icloud.com
Frances Presley 			
01306 882473
			
jasempres@gmail.com

01306 884054

baptisms@micklehamchurch.org.uk

Funerals Organiser
Brian Wilcox			
Website Manager
Sarah Ward

Sarah Blake Mark Day Andrew Diamond
Caroline Jones Vicky Leney Elaine Machin
Timothy Mathieson Elizabeth Moughton
Frances Presley Richard Siberry
Amanda Wadsworth Amy Ward

SarahJBl@outlook.com

01372 376443

		

Treasurer
Richard Siberry

Open Gardens in Westhumble

6

5

4

available from Sue Tatham
O1306 882547 editor@micklehammag.co.uk
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Community Directory
Continued from page 13

Mickleham & Westhumble Book Club
Bernice Bailey
01306 741310
		
bpbailey_uk@yahoo.co.uk
Mickleham & Westhumble Badminton Club
Membership Secretary Sarah Blake
tinkerbell0044@hotmail.com
Mickleham & Westhumble Cricket Club
Membership contact
Will Dennis 07903 842674
will@micklehamhallfarm.co.uk
Mickleham & Westhumble Horticultural Society
Chairman – David Kennington
01372 362309
www.surreycommunity.info/mwhs
davidkennington144@gmail.com
Mickleham and Westhumble Local History Group
Chairman – Ben Tatham
01306 882547
ben@thetathams.co.uk
www.hugofox.com/community/mickleham-westhumble-local		
history-group-13483/
Mole Valley District Council
01306 885001
Councillor Elsie Rosam
01306 885695
		
elsierosam29@gmail.com
The Arts Societies (formerly NADFAS)
Betchworth – Mary Venning
01306 883301
Dorking – Sue Tatham
01306 882547
Leatherhead – Sarah Sheridan			
01306 883699
St Michael’s Church of England (A) Infant School
01372 373717
		
info@stmichaels-dorking.surrey.sch.uk
Friends of St Michael’s School friendsofstmichaels2017@gmail.com
Co-chairs Nicole Harcombe, Tracey Harwood, Amy Rieley
St Michael’s Community Nursery
Weekday mornings – Mickleham Village Hall
Supervisor – Hilary Budd
01372 361021
				stmichaelsnursery@btinternet.com
Surrey County Council
03456 009 009
Councillor – Hazel Watson
01306 880120
		
hva.watson@btinternet.com
Surrey Wildlife Trust
01483 795440
		
info@surreywt.org.uk
Westhumble Residents Association
David Allbeury
07860 227451
westhumble.neighbourhood.watch@gmail.com
Westhumble Neighbourhood Watch
Lead Co-ordinator – David Allbeury
07860 227451
		
westhumble.neighbourhood.watch@gmail.com
ADDITIONAL CONTACT INFORMATION
Citizens Advice
Dorking – Lyons Court
Leatherhead – Swan Mews High Street
Crimestoppers
Police Non-emergencies

01306 732302
01306 732301
0800 555 111
101

(often quicker to make online report) https://report.police.uk/

Neighbourhood Specialist Team – Dorking Rural East
General enquiries molevalley@surrey.pnn.police.uk
NHS Urgent and emergency care				
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Babysitting
by local
youngsters
Those listed below are at least
14 years old.

Alasdair Wise 01306 884694
Annabelle Prosser*
07443 634179
Maisy Presley* 07720 657327
Freya Pearce
07787 427143
Martha Pearce 07514 080005
Skye Moran
01306 640043
Patrick Moran 01306 640043
Amber Miller
01306 883659
Rory Lee
**07973 360 950
Ellie Kim
07773 395 575
Tatiana Fleming-Smith
** 07495 014 427
Chelsea Edwards 07834 695816
Philomena Ala 07789 727682
Delphine Ala
01306 885767
* Holidays only
** Parent's mobile number
If you would like to add your
name to this list please get in
touch with Sue Tatham
O1306 882547
editor@micklehammag.co.uk
No Charge

Advertising in the
Parish Magazine
Please contact
Sue Tatham (as above)
Small ads: a nominal fee is
charged for ads where items or
services are bought or sold.
We have been advised to print
the following reminder:
We cannot guarantee the
quality of the goods and
services offered by our
advertisers.

JAMES RICHES 1946 – 2021

J

Tribute delivered by David Ireland at the Service of Thanksgiving for James' life on 15th April

ames was one of those rare individuals
who will be remembered not so much
for what he achieved for himself but
for what he did for others. That is not
to say that he did not achieve a great
deal in his working life as a lawyer.
Indeed, there is a long list of clients who
would want me to express their deepest
appreciation for all that he did for them.
If you had asked James what he was
most proud of, certainly one of the
things he would have mentioned was
his membership for many years of the
Criminal Procedure Rules Committee
and a letter sent to him by the Lord
Chief Justice on his retirement shows
the extent of his contributions. ‘I
have greatly admired and respected
your contributions to our meetings.
Perhaps the characteristic that has
been most marked for me has been
that I cannot remember an occasion
when you intervened when it was not
to ask a question, so that you could
be better informed, or to express an
opinion on an issue about which you
had something positive to contribute.
The result was that we always listened
to everything you had to say and were
much better informed because of it.
He was clearly meant to be a lawyer,
although he himself wanted to be a
doctor in his younger days, or in more
recent years a farmer. He even found
time to open a restaurant, Sweeney and
Todd’s in Reading which is still running
very successfully.
He had a deep-seated passion for
fighting injustice, wherever it occurred
and, over the years, played a huge part
in seeing justice prevail, not least as
Lead Policy Manager with NACRO, a
social justice charity. He fought, among
other causes, for the rights of travellers,
and became a much-respected figure
among them.
When individuals found themselves
facing any sort of injustice, it was to
James they turned with the confidence

that he would take up their cause and
fight to the bitter end to see things
put right.
He had a wonderfully broad range of
interests, from skiing in his beloved
Austrian mountains; horse racing
(although intriguingly only ever placing
the smallest bets); playing bridge (and
teaching others to do so); working with
wood, although, by his own confession,
rather unsuccessfully; launching his
boat on the lake in Austria. And of
course, in recent years, looking after
his beloved Shetland ponies – Scarlet
and Rhett and also Beanie, on whom
he took pity after he had been so illtreated, and, of course, his chickens.
And most recently writing a story for
his grandchildren and the beginning of
a novel for Lindy.
Friendship meant a huge amount to
James. One of his oldest friends speaks
of him as a gentleman, a larger-than-life
character, always complimenting others,
always concerned and great company.
Another speaks of him as a most
generous individual, a most loyal
friend, with a cheeky sense of humour
and a remarkable ability to form deep
relationships with a wide variety of
people.
In the community he was known by
many for his deep concern for the wellbeing of those who lived here and was
particularly involved in the life of the
church, serving on the Parochial Church
Council and the Deanery Synod. His
deep faith often found expression in his
leading of the intercessions which were
both challenging and heart-felt.
But, as always, I have left the most
important part of James to the end. For
no mention of James is complete without
mention of his children, Joel, Sam, Katy
and Louisa and of their families.
He was an incredibly proud father, and
I can never recall a conversation with
James which did not include some
reference to them. ‘He had the patience

of a saint’, says Louisa, ‘and neverending reserves of thoughtfulness.
Always ready and happy to help … and
with a glass of something to hand to
help things along.’ ‘A life saver when
writing important university papers to
save my bacon’, says Katy. ‘And enabling
me to pass my final exams. And an
in-house legal advisor and business
mentor to us and our friends.’
And finally, there is his much-loved
and adored Lindy. When countryman
and Chelsea woman met all those
years ago it seemed to many to be an
improbable union and yet it proved to
be a perfect partnership. As Lindy so
wonderfully put it, ‘He didn’t bore me ...
he was amusing and always interested
in what I was doing … we were equals
but different. We were just the very
best of friends, who rarely argued and
enjoyed life, never happier than when
we were together.’
Whenever we asked James about
anything, he had the same reply, ‘I’ll
check with Lindy and get back to you.’
None of us can begin to feel Lindy’s
deep sense of loss at this time but we
can share her deep love of him and
appreciation of all that he did not for
himself but for others.

James’ ponies

Service of Thanksgiving and Celebration
of the Life of Paul Brown

Friday 30th July at 2.30 pm in St Michael's Church
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Mike Nesbit

M

ike Nesbit, a resident of Burney
Road, Westhumble for 47 years,
died in February, a month short of his
98th birthday.
Mike was born and grew up in
Woodford, Essex. Both of his parents
were accomplished artists; his mother a
book illustrator and his father a talented
amateur, so it was no surprise that Mike
inherited artistic genes and set out on
developing his talent. His application
to the Slade school of fine art was
interrupted by the outbreak of war and
he signed up for service in the army,
qualifying as a signaller and joining the
Special Wireless Section fighting in the
jungles of Burma.
His fluency in Morse Code had little
practical application after the war
and he resumed his artistic career,

I

Graham Peddie MBE

t was with heavy hearts that The
Meeting Room team let friends and
supporters know of the death of
Graham Peddie MBE, their founder,
leader, friend, guide and inspiration.
Graham, 82, passed away peacefully
in hospital on Thursday 6th May, with
his beloved wife Maureen at his side,
after a brave battle with declining
health. Graham was a totally selfless
and endlessly generous man, who
in his lifetime cared for and inspired
literally thousands of people via his
work in social care, for the Youth Hostel
Association, through the Pitstop charity
and latterly The Meeting Room. He
remained passionate about his work
and actively involved in supporting his
beloved clients right up until the end.
Graham will be hugely missed by all who
knew him and will leave a gaping hole
in the hearts of those whose lives he
touched and whose lives were changed
by him. The trustees and staff of The
Meeting Room will ensure that his
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joining a commercial art business,
eventually setting up his own highly
successful studio in Wardour Street,
Soho, which was then the centre of
the advertising industry, where he
attracted other talented artists. In
the days before computer graphics,
advertising, packaging and labelling
needed illustration and lettering which
was produced by commercial artists and
his studio flourished, a testament to his
perfectionism.
Mike married five years after the war
and, after the birth of his first son and the
imminent arrival of a daughter, decided
to move out of a cramped London flat
into the countryside. He moved his
young family to Great Bookham having
decided on the location by drawing a
30-mile radius on a map, centred on his
studio, and looking for the largest area
of open space. He lived in the Surrey
Hills for the rest of his life, moving to
Rookery Lodge on the A25 at Westcott
in the mid-60s and finally settling in
Burney Road in 1974.
He commuted to London daily from
Westhumble station and developed
friendships with other residents on the
same commute. He used to tell the story

legacy – to include and support anyone
from our community who is lonely, lost
or suffering, without judgement and
with kindness and consistency – will
live on.
In recognition of Graham’s life of service
to our community, Graham’s widow has
asked any donations to be made via
the website www.themeetingroom.
biz where there are details of a special
JustGiving page in Graham’s memory.
Thank you to Harriet for this contribution
to the magazine. I first met Graham
about nine years ago when I first
volunteered to help on Christmas Day
to provide a lunch at Fetcham Village
Hall for those who would otherwise go
without. I was a bit tentative when I first
arrived and asked Graham what should I
do. ‘Talk to people and offer them a cup
of tea or coffee. We should be serving
lunch about 12.30 pm.’
There was a pile of presents by the
front door for all clients of Pitstop and
others to take away after a fantastic

MCC v Miller Men
of Outwood

1923 - 2021

of walking to the station through the
snow where the stationmaster looked
after the boots of locals, keeping them
warm in front of a radiator until they
were needed on return in the evening.
Things were different in those days!
Mike was always an enthusiastic
gardener and rightly proud of the
garden he created at Freshfield. He
retired in 1985 and was able to enjoy
his retirement years amongst his
friends and neighbours. He joined
the Dorking Arts Society and exhibited
and was also an enthusiastic member
of the Mickleham and Westhumble
Horticultural Society and an active
member of the community. He was
well known locally and a great raconteur
who enjoyed an attentive audience.
In his later years, as he became
less active, he was fortunate to be
well looked after by his friends and
neighbours and, with the help of his
family and live-in carers, was able to
remain in his own home. He passed
away, peacefully at home in February,
and leaves a gap in the lives of his three
children, their families and his close
friends.
Alan Nesbit

1938 – 2021
turkey lunch followed by Christmas
pudding and mince pies. People started
drifting away about 3.30 pm having
enjoyed participating in singing carols
and most taking home another boxed
meal for the next day. I was impressed
by the respect Graham received from
both clients and volunteers alike and
the generosity of those that donated
food, gifts and time. He was always the
last to leave the hall once everything
had been cleared.
The last time I saw Graham was
on Christmas Day just gone but
unfortunately due to Covid the
Christmas lunch at Fetcham Village
Hall was cancelled. However, the lunch
and presents were still distributed
to those who otherwise would have
gone without. The St Michael’s Church
Community Group are keen to continue
supporting both The Meeting Room and
Leatherhead Start.
RIP Graham
Andy Diamond

A

30th May at Dorking CC

wonderful sunny day presented
itself for a fantastic game of cricket.
Kevin Walker was to captain the day
and very wisely contracted Charlie
Richards to manage the field (Kevin
has failed to work out was is leg and off
side). After losing the toss, the MMO
team chose to bat and Charlie was on
the job martialling the ferocious MCC
fielders into action. We welcomed the
fantastic Farah Patel back and a new
young recruit Isaac.
All was set for a blistering opening
spell of bowling from Kevin and Theo
Dudley. Theo’s first start as opening
bowler proved very fruitful as under
the tutelage of Greg Ayton, his bowling
improves in each game he plays. For
his 7 overs he went for a miserly 21
runs. Kevin managed to hold his body
together and blistered his way to 7 overs,
3 maidens, 2 wickets for 5 runs. Not bad
for an old codger. I suggest not having

to worry about field
placements helped
him concentrate.
Farah was sprinting
a ro u n d t h e f i e l d
throwing herself into
action, saving runs
everywhere ( that after 4 hours of rugby
in the morning). Will Perks was a fortress
as usual in the covers.
Greg and Charlie produced fine bowling
spells nabbing 2 and 1 wicket apiece.
There was a fine catch by Kevin off
Charles’s bowling, a fitting thank you.
There was a moment of sheer brilliance
when Mark Albon bowling his first ball
in two years produced a belter and a
great catch from Isaac secured another
wicket. As if that was not enough Giles
Prichett produced a fantastic stumping
off Isaac’s bowling adding to the three
he had taken in the previous match.

Can you help?

M

ickleham
Cricket Club
is returning to its
home ground at
Box Hill School on
18th July. Before
that, on 11th July, we will have our
annual charity match against Dennis
Destroyers, at Westhumble. Then we
have games most Sundays through
to mid-September. There has been
a bit of a player shortage this May

BRAIN
TEASER

and June. We do not know if this is
for Covid reasons, or because people
decided to go on holiday as soon as the
restrictions were eased. But now, teas
will be back and that is something we
do really well, better than the cricket
actually.
We welcome new players of all ages,
abilities, gender, race etc. Kit is
provided and no previous experience
is necessary. Contact Will Dennis at
wdwdennis@iCloud.com.

Can you
translate
this
diagram
into
words?

Answer on page 26

Y
N
N
U
S

Say what you see.

Isaac produced a great spell of bowling
taking 3 wickets for 25 runs off 5 overs.
There was a wonderful run out with the
two Saffers combining, Kevin producing
an underhanded throw in from the
boundary followed by Mark throwing
the wickets down at the other end. MCC
were on a roll and we limited the MMO
team to 130 runs, bowling them all out
in 33 overs.
At tea Mrs P, our fine scorer, was seen
munching on a healthy Mars bar.
After Chris’s fine opening knocks in
our previous 2 games he graciously
moved down the order. The batting
started resembling a conveyor belt
at Heathrow (remember those?).
Giles 5, Will D 1, Will P 0 and Greg 1
created a pressure cooker, however
it was going to be Charlie’s day as he
steadfastly built a wonderful innings of
64 producing some eye watering sixes
(4) to take us over the line. Charlie was
ably supported by Farah who produced
a great knock of 16.
MCC has now won two and lost one
game so far this season producing some
scintillating cricket. It is very definitely
a time to be a part of this.
Kevin Walker

Community
News

W

elcome to Minna and Chris
who have recently moved to
Byttom Hill; and
ongratulations to Nicky Rudolf and
Natalie West of Burney Road on the
birth of Amelia Elizabeth, on 5th May.

C

Village Show Saturday 11th September Are you getting ready?
Photography Classes: 1. A Lockdown Moment 2. A photograph with caption 3. A household object taken from an unusual
angle 4. The Great Outdoors. For many other classes see the schedule circulated to all houses in May or www.mwhortsoc.org.
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Regular Lawn Mowing
Lawn Care & turfing
Pressure Washing
Hedge Trimming
General Garden Maintenance
phil@philsmowingdorking.co.uk

07905 160 765

We provide the best
possible care for your feet
Book your appointment:
01372 454583
Bookham

Chiropody & Podiatry Clinic

Diagnosis, Expert Treatment & Professional Care
for Your Feet

29 High Street, Great Bookham KT23 4AA

Painting
Decorating / tiling
Wallpapering
• Fully insured
• Free estimates
• References available

Tel: Martin 07770 441 201

www.bookhamchiropody-podiatry.co.uk

Vivien Cresswell

Made-to-measure Soft Furnishings
Curtains Roman Blinds Cushions

Mike Palmer
Electrical Services
Part P registered electrician

Extensive range
of fabrics

From additional lighting and sockets
to complete rewires

info@cresswellscurtains.co.uk
www.viviencresswell.co.uk

Boxhill Way, Strood Green, Betchworth RH3 7HY

01737 843858

Fully insured

Registered with the NICEIC

07866 930483 mike@mikepalmer.biz

King William IV
Dear friends and neighbours
Thanks so much for your well-wishes for our recent wedding. Despite jokes that Eamonn
might not make it, I can confirm the deed is done, and we had a perfect time with a week
of small family celebrations in London.
Our staff did a great job in our absence, and today Eamonn is in his element to be back
amongst his team, in 30-degree temperatures, and with a garden full of customers. We hope restrictions will ease, and
you can all enjoy the full freedoms of visits to family / friends abroad and well-deserved holidays. In the meantime,
its great having you all ‘local’ so much of the time.
We look forward to seeing you soon, Anne x

Byttom
Byttom Hill
Hill Mickleham
Mickleham 01372
01372 372590
372590 www.thekingwilliamiv.com
www.thekingwilliamiv.com
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Cryptic Delicacies

he key to last month’s puzzle was
this clue (definitions of each clue
are underlined):
2D Fury after having placed thorn in
the side of the establishment (6)
‘Fury’ = IRE after ‘placed’ = SAT (as in
‘he was sat/placed next to the PM at
the bunfight’ to give SATIRE
Obviously it would have really helped
if you had got that clue early but I
hoped there were enough routes into
the linked clues that something would
spark and then you could have filled
in quite a lot of the grid to give many
crossing letters. In particular there was
the anagram broken into many small
words to give HAVE I GOT NEWS FOR
YOU?, the sharing of NEWS with THE
NEWS QUIZ, which shared THE with
MOCK THE WEEK, and the rubbery
reference next to the anagram for
SPITTING IMAGE. And then there was
this one which was not as difficult as it
might have seemed at first:
11/21 A source of constant 2 could be
pi when expressed in capitals (7,3)
‘pi’ in capitals is P.I. = private investigator,
or, more casually, PRIVATE EYE, the
‘source of constant SATIRE’ and selfdescribed ‘thorn in the side of the
British establishment’ since 1961. It
also has a very good (and very rude)
crossword which I of course take no
inspiration from.
13 Bear is in cave swap (5)
YIELD
Swap ‘in’ and ‘cave’ to get ‘cave in’
which is one form of YIELD, with
another being ‘Bear’ as in ‘to bear fruit’.
20 The very end to everything’s
beginning (3)
TOE
‘to’ just looks like a linking word but it is
two-thirds of the answer hiding in plain
sight with the other letter being E from
Everything’s beginning.
23 Aha! That sounds like it’s difficult
to walk on (3)
ICY
‘Aha!’ = ‘I see!', sounds like ICY.

25 Aesthetic judgement’s at the
gallery’s core (5)
TASTE
Here you need to ignore the punctuation
and surface reading and break it down
like this: ‘Aesthetic judgement’ is the
definition, but then the possessive S
after ‘judgement’ is inserted into the
core of ‘the gallery’ = TATE.
27 Henman & Murray leaping after
taking clothes off (hope for the best!)
(7)
OPTIMAL
‘Henman’ = TIM, Murray = AL (i.e. Al
Murray the comedian whose alter ego
is ‘the Pub Landlord’ – I realise he’s not
the most famous Murray but it fitted
so nicely with Henman that I could not
resist – and you should know I am a bit
tricksy by now). So TIM & AL go leaping
after ‘hOPe’ with its clothes (i.e. outer
letters) taken off. Again, ignore the
punctuation.
33 Broken down Lexus is a source of
finance (5)
ENDOW
On the face of it, ‘Broken down’ looks
like an anagram indicator and ‘Lexus’
is the required 5 letters, but there are
no meaningful anagrams of ‘Lexus’ so
then you have to look at ‘is a source
of’ which in this case is a pointer to
a hidden word in ‘BrokEN DOWn’.
And on the subject of hidden words,
a little tip is that I generally include at
least one in every puzzle. Setters will
try to use a variety of types of clue in
each puzzle so that part of the solving
process is working out what type each
clue is (rather than always knowing
they follow a certain pattern). Hidden
words are amongst the easiest to solve
so if you are having trouble getting
going with a puzzle, look through all
the clues for the indicators ‘within’ or
‘in’ or ‘a source of’, etc, and see what
sequential letters might fit.
8 It would not be acute for food
company to take in arms (6)
NESTLE
The ‘food company’ is gargantuan

multinational Nestlé. Remove the acute
accent (often referred to as just ‘acute’)
to get NESTLE.
14 It can be original and from Bideford
to Plymouth one’s passed on the left
hand side (5)
DUCHY
This is more of a two-part riddle than
a standard cryptic clue. If you go by
sea from Bideford in north Devon to
Plymouth in south Devon, you pass the
Duchy of Cornwall on the left hand side.
I realise now that I should have made
it clearer that it was by sea, as driving
from Bideford to Plymouth would have
involved passing the Duchy on the right
hand side. There is also a reference to
Musical Youth’s 1982 hit with the refrain
‘Pass the Dutchie on the left hand side’
(the credit for any wry smile at that
must go to Milton Jones who used it in
a joke on ‘The Unbelievable Truth’ on
Radio 4). And going back to the first part
of the clue, ‘Duchy Original’ is of course
a label for biscuits that are reassuringly
extortionate.
26 It’s poorly done to have a fling when
eating out there (6)
SHODDY
‘have a fling’ = SHY (as in ‘to shy at the
stumps’ or ‘coconut shy’), and that
eats (or takes inside) ‘out there’ = ODD
(as in ‘weird’). A clue which has to be
broken down differently from its surface
reading – ‘eating out’ is the obvious
combination but actually it’s used here
as ‘eating the phrase (out there)’. As
with all clues, you have got to keep
breaking it down into its individual
components and re-combining into
other possibilities and thinking of all
possible synonyms in the hope that
some spark might ignite!
Always good to get ideas of things to
discuss in my article, so any responses
or queries will be happily received at
andrewt@andrewtatham.co.uk
Andrew

Village Show Saturday 11th September Are you getting ready?

Cookery Classes include 1. A vegan Chocolate, Tahini and Banana Bread (recipe provided in the schedule). 2. A bottle
of fruit gin. These may require lots of sampling. For many other classes see the schedule circulated to all houses in May
or www.mwhortsoc.org.
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Do you need a plasterer?
Over 25 years’ experience working on extensions,
renovations, new-build and conversion projects for
builders and domestic customers alike.

W

Our work is to a high standard and
we are fast. Give Chris a call for a
free, no obligation quotation.

ALL ASPECTS OF INTERNAL & EXTERNAL PLASTERING
07740 860 560 chrisguyplastering@gmail.com

Julie Watts

Family Law
AN AFFORDABLE AND EXPERIENCED PROFESSIONAL
ALTERNATIVE TO TRADITIONAL SOLICITORS
• Divorce • Arrangements for children • Finances
• Court Proceedings

PROUD TO PROVIDE A DIFFERENT KIND OF SERVICE
• Affordable fees • Straight-talking advice
• Practical real support

Contact me for a consultation

07808 572157 juliewattsfamilylaw.co.uk

M

ole Valley
owers

Open
Monday to Friday
8 a.m. -5 p.m.
& Saturday
8 a.m - 1 p.m.

All leading makes of lawn mowers
& garden tractors catered for

e have reached that time of the
academic year where we see our
Year 11 and Year 13 students celebrate
the end of their exams.
For the Year 13s this means farewell
as they leave for further education,
apprenticeships or employment. We
welcome back many of our Year 11s in
to the Sixth Form but some will move on
to other colleges, sixth forms or subject
specific academies.
During their final week, we have seen
them take part in lots of fun activities
as a last hurray to their formative years
at Box Hill School. Nerf war, Bubble
Football, Rounders, Leavers’ Ball, Award
and Prize-Giving Ceremony, BBQ, Box Hill
Walk and a trip to Thorpe Park.

This is not the end of the Box
Hill School journey for them
though. We look forward to
welcoming them back at Old
Boxhillians events and always
encourage our students to get
in touch in the future to let us
know what they have achieved
and where they are in the
world. We love to hear about
their experiences and how
their time at Box Hill School has
impacted their adult life.
We look forward to welcoming
back those Year 11 students
who are returning to our
Sixth Form and look forward
to welcoming new UK and
international students across
the whole school in September
2021.
Charlotte Fish

Right: Year 13 and students rehearsing for the June presentation of 'Alice in
Wonderland'. Below: Year 11 ball

Reasonable rates
Free estimates & friendly service
Paul White Bookham 01372 458008

Domestic Appliance Repairs
30 years’ experience repairing and installing
all gas and electric domestic appliances
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Cookers Microwaves
Dishwashers
Washing machines
Fridges / Freezers
Water coolers
Coffee machines
Tumble dryers

Contact: Andy 07895 719 706
andy@kirksdomestics.co.uk

Dorking Pest Control Services

62 WEST STREET
DORKING RH4 1BS

Local Authority Approved Contractors

Our Services include: Wasps Bee Swarms Hornets Rats Mice
Squirrels Fleas Flies Ants Cockroaches Bed Bugs
Rabbits Moles Foxes and Deer
• Domestic Commercial and Industrial • Contract Work • Preventative Control Programmes

Experts in pest control throughout Surrey
Office: 01306 743001

Ivor: 07710 117491

Chris: 07971 519415

www. dorkingpestcontrol.com
22

Open: Thursday, Friday,
Saturday 10am - 4pm

I

01306 876591
admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk
www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk

n June, the team of volunteers at
Dorking Museum & Heritage Centre
was delighted to have been honoured
with The Queen’s Award for Voluntary
Service – the ‘MBE for volunteer
groups’. The Award is the highest

national honour of its type, awarded
to exceptional groups of volunteers
across the UK who regularly contribute
their own time to enhance and improve
the lives of others, and whose level
of initiative and impact are truly
outstanding. It was created in 2002 to
celebrate The Queen’s Golden Jubilee.
The Dorking Museum team was one
of 241 charities, social enterprises
and voluntary groups to receive the
prestigious award this year.
Museum interim chairman, Kathy
Atherton said: 'The Museum is a
key part of the cultural heritage of
this community. The 15 months we
have just been through has been
a particularly challenging time for
everyone. It has been so difficult to
see our doors closed and most of our
other activities curtailed. However,
our volunteer team has been resilient,
often adapting to other roles and new

projects where they can – indeed,
many have worked harder during
the current crisis than ever before.
So, after all the disappointment
and frustration, our volunteers can
welcome some cautious return to
normality with the added boost that
their hard work and commitment has
been recognised with this wonderful
and prestigious award.'
Appropriately, the award announcement
came during Volunteers’ Week, an
annual celebration of the contribution
made by millions of people across
the UK through volunteering. This is
a time for us to come together and
thank all volunteers for their invaluable
contribution.
Many congratulations to Dorking
Museum and all the volunteers
involved. Check out all their activities
in the summer at their website.
David Burton
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Get IT Fixed, Get IT Connected
Expert Repair & Maintenance

Building Plans

For home improvements & extensions
Including planning & building regulations
Fast efficient service at competitive rates

MICHAEL LLOYD

CEng MICE

For free consultation:

Brockham based. No call out charges. Fully transparent quotations
with no hidden costs. We make technology work for you.
Call us now on

01737 845980

Phone: 01483 205479 or 07958 791 402

ChalkHill Systems

i n a l l y, w e c a n a p p r e c i a t e
summertime, which also signifies
the end of our academic year. This year
we say farewell to 26 of our children,
most of whom are moving on into
local schools. Gordon the Magician will
perform at our leavers party and we are
also just waiting to hear if we will also
be treated to a dance show. We hope
that by Christmas time, we will once
again be able to visit our leavers as
they perform Nativity plays in their new
schools, but it is quite wrong to think of
Christmas just yet!
It continues to be an unusual year, at
the time of going to press, we are still
wondering if restrictions will allow us
to host unlimited parents for our end
of term show, our sports day and new
parents’ social evenings. Because of
the interest in our growing chicks, this
year’s end of term show is Chicken
Licken. Our chicks, hatched just before
Easter, are now fully feathered and
mixing with our mature chickens. They

have also made their gender known.
Locals will be pleased to hear that
‘Cocky Locky’ and his brothers have
been found an alternative home!
The Summer weather allows us to
explore the changing seasons. We have
been shadow drawing, bug hunting and
making full use of our sand pit, including
a rock pool and lots of water play!
We have also been busy learning new
skills in Forest School and making our
own charcoal pencils. We had a rather
interesting find on a walk through the
sheep on Swanworth Lane, a recently
dropped lambs tail, which allowed me
to talk about my own childhood growing
up on a farm.
We would like to thank all those that
contributed to the Easter Auction, along
with our own fundraising activities
we have now been able to purchase a
new interactive computer table. This
will allow our children a collaborative
experience of ICT and supports our
broad and balanced pre-school

education. The table can also be tilted
which will allow adults to use it for our
own training sessions.
From September, all Early Years settings
will be implementing a new Statutory
Framework. Play, children leading
their own play and taking part in play
which is guided by adults, continues
to be central to their learning and
development. Good news for us as this
fits perfectly with our practice.
We hope we all have a fabulous Summer
and look forward to updating you on our
antics in the Autumn. Hilary Budd

www.chalkhillsystems.co.uk

R AInterior
BUTLER
and exterior
painting & decorating

MicklehamParish News Dec 2013 63x88.indd 1

09/01/2014 19:26:26

Extensions and alterations often require a
Structural Engineer

over 30 years’ experience

BUILDING
REPAIRS
UNDERTAKEN

Robert Wynter & Partners Ltd

Local references if needed

Book House Vincent Lane
Dorking RH4 3HW

01306 879875

PATIOS DECKING etc NO JOB TOO SMALL

01372 372586 / 07776 256131

remedial roofing
For people with roof issues and deficiencies

• New roofs – slate & tiled roof specialists • All roof repairs, moss removal & gutter clearance
• Flat roofs, traditional felt & GRP fibreglass • New uPVC Fascia, soffit & guttering
Obtain an up-to-date report of remedial roofing on www.checkatrade.com
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

Call us today for a FREE quotation on:
01306 304736 | 07852 833802

info@remedialroofing.co.uk
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Time to say goodbye...

www.remedialroofing.co.uk

Village Show Saturday 11th September Are you getting ready?
Children's Classes
Age 3-4 1. A pasts and pulse picture 2. A vegetable statue
Age 5-8 3. Six home-made sweets in a basket 4. A pirate's treasure map 5. A miniature scarecrow made from natural
objects.
Age 9-12 6. 2 individual apple pies for a picnic 7. A photograph 'Lockdown Memories' 8. A lavender bag 9. A flower
arrangement: 'Nature's Gift'

All young people are encouraged to take part in any of the other classes
see the schedule circulated to all houses in May or www.hortsoc.org
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Mickleham Village Hall Dell Close
Weekdays 9.15 am – 12.15 pm (term time)
WITH OPTIONAL LUNCH CLUB
On Mondays and Thursdays there is the option for children to stay until 2.45 p.m.

Maximum 26 children per session
• playing naturally • learning naturally

We offer an excellent range of pre-school activities for 2½ to 5 yearolds where they can learn through play in an informal friendly atmosphere.

Contact us for more information about admissions

01372 361021 www.stmichaelscommunitynursery.co.uk

Solution to the June crossword
Across: 10 Inoculate 11/21 Private Eye 12 Haziest 13 Yield 16 Wig 17 Ups 19 Corrode 20 Toe 23 Icy
24/31/6 The News Quiz 25 Taste 27 Optimal 29 Low-down 32 Tenacious 33 Endow
Down: 1 Wimp 2 Satire 3 Mega 4 Vice 5 Mother-to-be 7/31/15A/13D Have I Got News For You 8 Nestle
14 Duchy 15 First floor 16 Wrest 18/9 Spitting Image 22 Pronto 26 Shoddy 28/24/30 Mock The Week 29 Less

BRAIN TEASER answer: Sunny Side Up

AllSaints
Coffee Shop
Kingston Road, Leatherhead KT22 7BT
We are open with seating indoors
and outside and for takeaways

8am to 3 pm Monday to Saturday
Enjoy a range of speciality hot drinks, handcrafted
sandwiches and homemade cakes.

We look forward to welcoming you back soon!
www.facebook.com/allsaints.so/

Instagram @allsaints_so

The photographs here and on the facing page illustrate the work of Year 2 children on their hopes for themselves and others
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Hope Blossoms

s we come to the end of our school
year we are naturally starting
to reflect on the last year and our
journey of what we initially called
‘recovery’ from the losses we had first
encountered in the Covid-19 pandemic.
However, as time went by we came
to the realise that this was going to
be a lengthy process, and rather than
just ‘recover’ what we had lost it was
a great opportunity to rethink and
rebuild some apsects of school life. We
have of course held on dearly to the
things that were most precious to us
and now value them more than ever!
Our relationships, our small family
feel, our big heart, our community
links, our love of the outdoors and our
resilience have certainly stood out. But
we have also been able to discover new
approaches that have complimented
what we already did before and have
made us more efficient. We have
embraced those things that have
improved our school provision and
helped our community grow. Our
communication has improved through
remote conversations with parents,
we have been able to share learning
achievements via the Tapestry platform,
we have developed our ability to
capture what we do in videos and share
with a wider audience and we no longer
spend hours in traffic going to meetings.
We continue to remain hopeful that the
unexpected pandemic silver linings will
shape and enrich us forever.
Talking of hope, you may already know
that each half-term we look more
closely at one of our school values
and use it to guide our behaviours
and actions, this half term we turn
our attention to our value of hope. It
is always appropiate and poignant to
think of hope at this time of year, but
will be particularly so this year! Every
child will be guided to think about their
own hopes and dreams (aspirations) but
will also be expected to look beyond
themselves and hold the hopes of
others in their hearts and minds. They
will be asked how they can learn about
them and contribute to them. This
might be related to others in their
family, their friends, children at school
or in their wider communities or even
across the world. They will learn that
hope is an enduring light that can help

us look to a brighter and better future.
Our hope is that if we can teach children
to be resilient, hopeful and responsible
now, they will continue to make positive
contributions to their communities for
the rest of their lives, so far they have
not dissapointed us!.
One of the ways we will encourage this
thinking is through our ‘Hope Prayer
Space’ and we thought we would share
it with you as you too might find it
uplifting to do one of our hope activities
at home.
‘HOPE BLOSSOMS’
What do you hope for in the future?
What do you hope your family, or even
the world will be like?
Write or draw your hope onto a piece
of paper. Fold the four corners of your
square so that they meet in the centre.
(Ask someone to help if you need to.)
Carefully place your square onto the
water with the folded corners facing
upwards. How do you feel as you
watch and wait for it to unfold? In
preparation for this the Year 2 children
have been thinking about their hopes
for themselves and for others. We have
included some pictures of their ideas.
Hope is believing in, or aiming for, a
positive outcome… that the thing we
want will happen, or that events will
turn out for the best.
Despair is the opposite of hope. This
activity encourages pupils to identify
the things that they are hoping for,
and to express these as paper ‘prayer
flowers’, which slowly open as they
float on water.
The pupils who created this activity
wrote; 'watching the flower blossom
is like watching your prayer being
answered.'
HOPES AND ASPIRATIONS
Everyone has hopes and dreams –
things they would like to have, or to be,
things they would like to do, or places
they would like to go. Some hopes and
dreams are small and could happen
today. Others are huge and may take
a whole lifetime to reach. Some hopes
and dreams feel impossible.
This activity encourages pupils to think
about their hopes and dreams. It
involves writing down three hopes and
dreams; the first for a small hope or
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dream, something that could happen
today. The second for a bigger hope
or dream, something that is possible,
but might take a long time to reach.
The third for a huge hope or dream,
something that feels impossible. You
may want to keep your hopes to
yourself or share them with somebody
else.
'Nothing can be done without hope and
confidence.' Helen Keller
'We must accept finite disappointment,
but never lose infinite hope.' Martin
Luther King, Jr
Paula Bliss
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Cryptic
Crossword
Across
1 A donut is thrown away with no sign
of weakness (3-3-3)
6 See 9
9/6 5's nemesis gives Tom handout of
fudge (4,3,5)
10 One who throws out the winner of
online games? (7)
11 Expressed delight after seeing
toupée waving about (6)
12 Corruption is at the heart of someone
who doesn't like to talk about sex
project (8)
14 Goodbye to all that - leaders start
afresh (2-2)
15 Hair shot up when tipped as to the
origin of the book (10)
18 Combines very early starts with
arrests (including H!) in revolution
(10)
20 Convenience is following standard
introduction in Russian, perhaps (4)
23 Ripple of discontent when it's less
erect (8)
24 Sergeant may be after brother's
unbroken 8 (6)
26 A member of the Turkish aristocracy
is a companion to blind intent and ego
(7)
27 When Andrew has a type of joke
vaccinaton first, you get this sort of
language! (7)
28 Look into content of business model
very closely (5)
29 What a naughty bee might do with
its bottom after walking down the
aisle? (9)

Mickleham

Down
1 Scoff with blended waffle ends on a
touch of this (3,6)
2 Sudden death ought to be a source of
contemplation (7)
3 Practically, head for nuptials in good
time (6)
4 Dodos slaughtered with nothing going
to 15, 27 or 29 (4)
5 Hears retch when ill-disposed to soap
(it induces my 16 to reach for the 1D)
(3,7)
6 Evidence of rain is so true I'm leaping
about! (8)
7 When in the East End, look for
Baroness Rendell to be a source of
fiction (7)

8 Silver may be something you're happy
to be saddled with (5)
13 It felt such rubbish to end up as a
plaything for birds (10)
16/17 A novel proves Spain to be
involved in a show of spontaneity
(9,8)
19 Fool with rum cocktail results in
what is to be kept between these four
walls (7)
21 Yearn to take a journey in the distant
past (4-3)
22 He was buried on Sunday but still
damned well turns up on a lot of
evenings just after 7 (6)
23 Handle sphere (5)
25 Did the twist in London's 27
community (4)
Andrew Tatham

The solution to last month's crossword is on page 26.
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J S Wilson
Carpentry & Building
Services

Scenes from the Mickleham Choral Society's BBQ (first sitting) at Mickleham Hall on 13th June

Extensions ~ Conversions
Refurbishments ~ Property Maintenance

Fully guaranteed ~ Fully insured
One call WILL solve it all
Contact Jason on: 07761 926684 or 01372 379359
jswilsonconstruction@gmail.com

Need help with your
accounts?
Running a business needs time and
energy – don’t waste your time working
on your accounts when you can work on
your business instead!
At a4c we provide fixed fee accountancy
solutions with friendly support
throughout the year. Services include
accounts, tax returns, VAT, payroll, bookkeeping etc.
Friendly, approachable and local to
Dorking – we enjoy getting to know our
clients so call us today for a no obligation
chat.
We LOVE numbers so YOU don’t have
to!

YES

01737 652 852

esther@a4cgroup.co.uk
www.a4cgroup.co.uk

Strength & wisdom in law & business since 1848
Meaby & Co Solicitors sits proudly in the heart of Dorking High Street providing expert legal advice
to individuals and businesses throughout the town and its surrounding area. With additional offices
throughout London, our experienced team, our 5* Google reviews and award winning service
will ensure that all of your legal needs are supported on your doorstep.

Specialising in:

LOCAL BUILDER

New bathroom installations,
re-design, renovations,
plumbing/heating,
electrics, plastering & tiling,
decorating, Karndean flooring,
all building works.
All works guaranteed
fully Insured
35 years' experience
Please contact Damian
07940 599845 / 01306 880332
musgrovebuild@gmail.com

Residential & Commercial Property
Wills, Trusts & Probate
Litigation and Mediation
Crisis Management

Fraud & Private Crime
LGBT Experts
Employment Law
Family & Divorce Law

Reputation Protection
Commercial & Corporate Law
Media & Entertainment
Lease Extensions

Drop by our offices at 159 High Street, Dorking RH4 1AD or contact our switchboard on 01306 884432.
Need advice elsewhere? We can assist. We have branch offices in Camberwell, Soho & Chigwell.

Switchboard: 01306 884432 www.meaby.co.uk

@MeabyandCo

meaby-&-co

MeabyandCo

CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE VALUATION

01372 450500

www.johnwadsworth.co.uk sales@johnwadsworth.co.uk
A professional efficient and friendly service

meabyandco

