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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF CLEE ST. MARGARET PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
THE VILLAGE HALL, CLEE ST. MARGARET
ON MONDAY 21ST JULY 2025 AT 7.30PM 

	PRESENT
	APOLOGIES

	Cllr J Bagshawe
	

	Cllr I Fisher
	

	Cllr L Heighway
	

	Cllr I Heighway
	

	Cllr R Morgan
	

	Cllr M Peake
	

	Cllr S Willis
	



	ALSO IN ATTENDANCE 

	Gwilym Rippon (clerk)
	C Cllr.  Colin Stanford

	
	


There were 15 members of the public present

Public Participation: A member of the public inquires about the impact of prescriptive rights on parking on the common. The response indicates that those with legal rights park within their territory, while those with prescriptive rights often park on the common.

Defibrillator Discussion: The discussion shifts to the placement and relocation of defibrillators within the parish. The speaker suggests moving one defibrillator to the village hall due to increased usage. The conversation includes details about the current locations, the need for paediatric pads, and the logistics of moving the devices.

Resident's Email: A resident's email is mentioned, noting that they are selling their house where a defibrillator is currently located. This raises concerns about the continuity of defibrillator availability in that area.

Logistics and Costs: The conversation covers the costs and logistics of moving defibrillators, including the need for electricity supply and signage. The importance of having defibrillators in accessible locations is emphasized.

The speaker emphasizes the importance of auditing council business and ensuring that meetings are properly announced


	
	Agenda Item 
	

	016-25
	1. 
	OPENING AND WELCOME

	
	
	Cllr. Morgan opened the meeting and thanked all for their attendance. 

The clerk explained that the meeting was legal as the agenda was signed by the agenda and the chair may call a meeting at anytime. 

	
	
	

	017-25
	2. 
	ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES 

	
	
	See list above 


	
	
	

	018-25
	3. 
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

	
	
	There were no declarations of interest


	
	
	

	019-25
	4. 
	TO CONSIDER ANY WRITTEN DISPENSATIONS RECEIVED

	
	
	The clerk reported that he had not received any requests for dispensations 


	
	
	

	020-25
	5. 
	CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE MEETING (previously circulated)

	
	
	It was agreed that the minutes of the meeting held on 19th May 2025 was a true and accurate record of what transpired.

	
	
	

	021-25
	6. 
	PARISH ISSUES 

	
	
	a.	Repair of the broken fence between The Yeld gate and Yew Tree cottage to be temporarily fixed until the sheep are off the hill again in the autumn. 

Cattle Grid Issue: There is a discussion about the need for a cattle grid at a frequently used gate on the common. The issue is considered urgent due to safety concerns it was suggested getting cost estimates for the next agenda

b.	The pond by Burnt House to be dredged as it is now no deeper than a puddle. Pond Dredging: The discussion begins with the need to dredge the pond by Burnt House, which has silted up due to weather and poaching. The speaker suggests involving Chris Rowe, who is knowledgeable about the pond's ecosystem. The pond has a sign warning of deep water, but it has become too hot for wildlife, and there have been no frogs this year. The dredging is planned for mid-September Ford Pathway and Pavement Repairs: The conversation shifts to the poor condition of the ford pathway and the need for repairs. The speaker mentions contacting highways and the possibility of the parish council taking responsibility for the repairs. 
c.	Broadband issues. This was noted, Shropshire Council were taking the lead on this issue. Broadband Issues: The conversation shifts to ongoing broadband issues in the area. The speakers discuss various providers, including AirBan and VONUS, and the challenges with service quality and pricing. There is also mention of the potential benefits of Elon Musk's Starlink for better internet connectivity.
d.	A request for a new defibrillator with paediatric pads for the village hall, how is best to proceed with this. Defibrillator Electricity Costs: The discussion includes questions about whether the council is paying for the electricity supply to defibrillators and the need to verify payments.


	
	
	

	022-25
	7. 
	REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES

	
	
	7.1. Village Hall 
The village hall has several upcoming events, including a fete on the 16th of August and two weddings next year. There are also discussions about getting quotes for floor repairs in the village hall
7.2. Commoners Association– The Chair
Bracken Control: The meeting addresses the issue of bracken control on the hill. The speakers discuss the need for risk assessments, insurance, and the use of machinery like the Robocutter. There is also concern about the carcinogenic spores released by bracken and the need for protective measures 

Incident on the Common: The discussion includes an incident where a rider was injured on the common. The speakers talk about the need for signage to warn about loose horses and the importance of insurance coverage. The injured rider had five broken ribs, and there is concern about the safety of people on the common


	  
	
	

	023-25
	8. 
	CLEE LIBERTY COMMON

	
	
	a. To discuss and decide the issues revolving around the incident on the common whereby a rider received five broken ribs 

Incident on the Common: The discussion includes an incident where a rider was injured on the common. The speakers talk about the need for signage to warn about loose horses and the importance of insurance coverage. The injured rider had five broken ribs, and there is concern about the safety of people on the common. Horse Incidents and Signage: The conversation shifts to incidents involving horses on the common. There is a discussion about the need for signage to warn about loose horses and the importance of having clear bridleway signs. The speakers also mention the need to communicate any issues immediately to the parish council
b. To receive a report from the secretary of the Commoners Association.

1. Report from the meeting
The meeting addresses the need for fencing and the allocation of funds for hill management. The speakers discuss the schedule for fencing work and the financial contributions required for bracken cutting and servicing equipment

2. A letter requesting clarity on prescriptive rights


	
	
	

	024-25
	9. 
	PLANNING

	
	
	a. No applications to date 
b. Possible breach of Planning  at Dumblelow Farm
This was debated at length however this was a non material amendment so there was no facility for the Parish Council to make a comment on the matter.


	
	
	

	025-25
	10. 
	SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL

	
	
	To discuss the survey with regards to a closer working relationship with Shropshire Council.
This would be discussed at when full facts would be known.
Cllr. Stanford gave updates on various council matters, including the North West Relief Road, highways issues, and the Shropshire local plan. Highways and Local Plan: The representative provides updates on highways projects and the challenges with the Shropshire local plan, which was rejected by the National Planning Inspectorate. The representative mentions the need for guidance and training for parish councils to participate in the planning process.


	
	
	

	026-25
	11. 
	FINANCE

	
	
	c. To note bank account balances 
The Clerk stated that he did not have full access to the bank accounts. 
d. To sign the AGAR,  certificate of exemption
The AGAR was signed by the chaitr
e. To agree payment of outstanding Invoices 
1. SALC £150.51p (S1-7 GPC 2011)
2. G.R. Consultancy £1023.50 (Locum Clerk, Refence books and flowers)  £(S1-7 GPC 2011)
The clerk was instructed to pay all the above invoices 

	
	
	

	027-25
	12. 
	INFORMATION FROM MEMBERS AND ANY NEW BUSINESS FOR THE NEXT MEETING

	
	
	The clerk reported that there was a request for permission to scatter ashes on clear hills

	
	
	

	028-25
	13. 
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

	
	
	15th September 2025

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	The meeting was closed at 8.45pm

	
	
	

	
	
	Chair………………………………………………
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