


Minutes from the Meeting of West Allen Parish Council
Thursday 7 December 2023 at 19:30 – Ninebanks Church & Community Hall

Present: Steve Agar (Chair), Helen Adams, David Adams, Lee Sutterby and Fiona McIlroy (Clerk)

Apologies: Rowland Hull

In Attendance: Cllr Colin Horncastle (NCC) and Helen Manson


1.	Minutes of last meeting on 7 September 2023
	The minutes were reviewed and approved

2.	 Matters arising
a) WAPC Resilience Group Update – Steve Agar explained that the PC was ready to buy required equipment, namely generator and Sat phones.  As PC does not have a credit card, he would buy with his personal credit card and be reimbursed.  He explained that Carrshield had said they need nothing urgently, Mohope was waiting for outcome of sale of Youth Hostel. Helen Manson confirmed that Ninebanks would formally respond in the near future having just had a meeting. Steve Agar asked the clerk to look into reclaiming the VAT as they are assets for use by the community.
b) Defibrillators for Mohope and Carrshield – Cllr Colin Hardcastle explained the reason for the delay in NCC paying for the defibrillators.  He confirmed that £3,900 had been approved and the funding would be paid to the PC before Christmas.
c) Future tree planting on roadside verges near Mohope - nothing further has been done on this but David Adams said that he thought it would regenerate on its own.  It was noted that a Coronation tree had been planted at the start of Mohope by the Ninebanks Church Hall group funded from the Coronation events.
d) Verge cutting - the clerk explained that NCC had come back and asked how many signs were required and where but that the member of the public had asked the PC to decide where they should go.  It was agreed that the clerk would ask NCC to place them from Leadgate bank to the start of Ninebanks and then from Ninebanks to Church Bank.
e) The clerk confirmed that she had logged the request to repaint the SLOW sign in Ninebanks on Fix My Street.  David Adams was thanked for digging out the ditches at the bottom of the hill to Mohope where there was a water problem.  This has improved things considerably but will need further work by NCC.
f) The clerk explained she attended the Annual Town & Parish Council Conference at County Hall but most of the things discussed were not relevant to such a small parish.
g) Steve Agar confirmed that Malcolm Dobson had been appointed as trustee for the Allendale Exhibition Endowment Trust and that at the meeting in November they had awarded £11,000 of grants.

3.	Correspondence
a) The clerk explained that a letter had been received from a company offering tree health and safety surveys and that she had replied that we had an expert on the PC.  The PC is not responsible for any of the trees in the parish as they are all on private or NCC land.
b) The Google analytics of usage of the PC website was discussed with the Whitfield Fair and Allendale Agricultural Show being the most viewed items.  However due to the change in clerk these were not on the website and this would be done next year.
c) The PC had been notified that NCC was carrying out a survey to assess views on open spaces.  It was greed that the PC did not own nor was responsible for any open spaces.

4.	Precept for 2024/25
	There was a discussion about whether to increase this to cover ongoing maintenance cost of the defibrillators and other equipment that will be purchased.  Whilst it was not needed now, it was decided to increase it so that in future years there would not be a big jump.  It was agreed that a 10% increase was reasonable and was approved. The clerk was asked to input this in the NCC calculator and report back to the councillors which she has done.  It was noted that it had to be submitted to NCC before 24 January 2024.

5.	Planning
	Local planning applications were discussed.  It was noted that the PC had received no notification of an enforcement notice for the caravan at Spartywell, Ninebanks following refusal of retrospective planning permission.  The clerk was asked to follow up and find out the position.

6.	Any other business
a)	The clerk informed the PC that Northumberland Healthwatch had produced a leaflet “Cost of living support in Northumberland”.  It was agreed that this would be uploaded to the website and a note on the notice board directing people to the website.
b)	Helen Manson asked about the PC funding training for the use of the defibrillators and general life saving training.  Steve Agar requested some costings and the PC would then ask the Northern Power Group about funding this.
c)	Helen Adams asked about getting a grit bin next to the bins at the entrance to the hall as when it was icy people going to church were struggling.  It was agreed that the clerk would follow up on this request and in the short term ask for a grit pile.

		 
7.	Date and time of next meeting 
Thursday 29 February 2024 at 19:00 at Ninebanks Church & Community Hall – it was noted that this was Pub night but the clerk was not available the following week.




