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Shilbottle Parish Council 
Minutes of the telephone conversations of  the Shilbottle  Parish Council  held on 

Wednesday 6 JANUARY 2021 at 6.00 p.m. 
All Councillors were contacted either by telephone or online and their comments minuted.  
 
· In the absence of the Chairman, the Clerk and the Vice Chair contacted all Councillors with the exception of Councillor Mrs Robson prior to the meeting .
The Chair was present at the meeting on 6 January 2021.

· Absent Councillor Sheila Robson
· There were no declarations of interest
· There were no outstanding issues from December 
· 2020

· Correspondence  The following were approved.


·  Cards to Clive and Alastair for work throughout year and Brenda Taylor for poppy displays
· Christmas letter on website from Chair/Vice Chair. 
· Christmas greetings sent via Anne Armstrong to Hery/Amicale`

· Finance: The following accounts  for  October were approval 
									
· Daniel Metcalf   wages/cemetery fees				£621.78
· Greensite Services	-grass cutting					£265.63
· Greaves Grindle – Audit						£540.00
· Daniel Metcalf – cemetery fees ( M.P.)				£50.00
· Alastair Kidd	-play areas	 - 					£120.00
· Alastair Kidd repairs to Middle Row Play area			£388.00

.         Greenbarnes Ltd. – noticeboard – CHEQUE already signed but sent as noticeboard in transmission.					£2408.67

Incoming  -cemetery fees – ( M.P. )				£175.00

The above was approved unanimously


  Planning       Application 40 Farriers Rise. Councillor Burns assessed plans and Clerk forwarded comments.   Councillor Mrs Robertson had looked online and founds no issues.

·  Finance Committee –			It was unanimously agreed to keep the Precept at the present rate with no increase.									                                                         
· Feedback on play areas - 			 Councillor Huggins to continue liaising       with Alastair Kidd.  Update on necessary repairs especially Welfare play area. It was agreed that Alastair go ahead with necessary repairs.

· Liaison with NCC				County Councillor Thorne/Mrs Haddow. Mrs Haddow has raised issues with Councillor Thorne and he is following up especially on speeding at Hampeth. Councillor Thorne has been in the village and litter picked at Hampeth.


· Update on involvement with police   	Councillors Mrs Robson/Aitchison – No report

· Cemetery 					It is very difficult to organise a meeting at this time.  The Clerk has been kept busy with funerals and purchase of plots.		t
· Bus Shelter					Councillors Mrs Robertson/Mrs Haddow. No further progress especially with Tier 3 restrictions and Christmas break.
· 
· Dog Fouling / Litter				All Councillors for designated areas. Councillor Mrs Lewis to monitor.  Councillor Mrs Lewis reported that she had received complaints about fouling on the Welfare field. We need to remind the public to take photographs and get evidence of this. Councillor Mrs Haddow had spoken to three people and received abusive replies.

· Homes for Northumberland                             Councillor Mrs Hood/Aitchison. 
Since discussions with Homes for Northumberland more lettings seem to have taken place. Simon Crossthwaite had spoken to Mrs Haddow and will write an article for the next newsletter.	

· Notice board 					Councillor Huggins. 
 Notice board is at warehouse and will be delivered asap. The Clerk will contact Clive to arrange delivery and installation.

· Newsletter					To arrange meeting of editorial team to produce a newsletter probably towards the Spring. Mrs Haddow had seen an advert in The  Cryer advertising delivery of leaflets. She will follow this up.

· Christmas 2021. 				To organise a committee to take this forward. This suggestion had been put forward by Councillors Haddow and Aitchison to investigate the possibility of having a Christmas Tree at Green Hut Corner. A tree was planted just after the Millennium in The Memorial Garden and would be ideal. Councillor Aitchison said that Belford had sourced electricity. Mrs Haddow said as this was the site of a former substation perhaps this was a possibility. It was agreed to leave this until after lockdown.

· Post Covid.					Celebration to thank all who have worked on a voluntary basis throughout restrictions and to form a committee to take this forward and to work with other organisations in The Village. Councillor Robertson thought this was a little premature. Councillors thought there was no harm in investigating a way forward. Mrs Haddow stated she had ideas she would raise later.

· Advertising for new village and cemetery caretaker. A meeting was held with Clive to discuss his work pattern and the Clerk subsequently to write job description with Chair and Vice Chair.

· Any other item to be heard at the discretion of the Chair.

· The Vice Chair had tabled an additional Agenda item. Councillor Mrs Haddow felt that the Hall had lost a great deal of revenue due to Covid and still had bills to pay. The Hall was open for the Food share Project and she felt it was within the remit of the Parish Council to give assistance to a vital community asset. She had been in discussions with Councillor Mrs Robertson who was seconding the proposal. It was agreed unanimously, but as this was not on the main Agenda it would be ratified at the next meeting.

· Councillor Mrs Robertson raised the issue of Wi-chat and the Clerk would look into this and inform all Councillors of procedures prior to the next meeting.

Date of next meeting was confirmed as Wednesday 3 February 2021 at 7.00 p.m. via Wi-chat.

Daniel Metcalf, CLERK








