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Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on Thursday 16th July 2026 at 7:30pm Grantley Village Hall

(2026-27 – 37) Present were Cllr. John Lennon (Chair), Cllr. Jim Wigginton, Cllr. Simon Learoyd, Cllr. Jacky Staniforth and Cllr. Anthea Walsh. 
(2026-27 – 38) Also present were Martyn Miller, Clerk and one member of the public.
(2026-27 – 39) Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr. Mark Smeeden and NYC Cllr. Felicity Cunliffe-Lister.
(2026-27 – 40) No Declarations of Interest were received and consequently no dispensations were required.
(2026-27 – 41) It was Resolved that the minutes of the Ordinary meeting, the Parish Council Annual meeting and the Annual Village meetings for Sawley and Eavestone held on 21st May were agreed and considered to be a true record and duly signed by the Chair.
(2026-27 – 42) Councillor vacancy – It was Resolved for the Clerk to circulate appropriate wording for the vacancy to be publicised on local Facebook groups, Sawley Village Hall and WhatsApp groups.
Reports:
(2026-27 – 43) NYC report – It was Resolved to accept the report which had been circulated prior to the meeting.
(2026-27 – 44) Clerks report - it was Resolved to accept the report and the Council acknowledged the difficulties encountered with the SPRF accounts.

Correspondence:
(2026-27 – 45) Nidderdale Tractor Run – It was Resolved that no damage had been caused by tractors using Sawley Village Green and the Council acknowledged the thanks from the tractor runs organiser.
(2026-27 – 46) Request to SPRF for funds – It was Resolved to agree funds of £340 for Sawley in Bloom subject to receiving a completed application form.
Matters requested by Councillors/residents:
(2026-27 – 47) Shrubs and bushes encroaching the pavement outside the Sawley Arms – Cllr. Wigginton confirmed that this matter had been resolved.
(2026-27 – 48) Benches on Grantley Green chained together and unable to be moved for grass cutting – Cllr Walsh confirmed that this matter had now been resolved.
(2026-27 – 49) Risplith junction signage – Cllr. Lennon raised concerns following 3 recent accidents at the junction. It was Resolved for Cllr. Lennon to raise the matter in his response to the speed reduction proposal consultation.
(2026-27 – 50) Tour of Britain Cycle Race – Cllr. Lennon informed the meeting of a Mayoral grant up to £500 for villages on the route to hold an event to watch and mark the occasion. It was Resolved to make enquiries with land owners or an alternative site at the Sawley junction with B6265.
(2026-27 – 51) Parking in Grantley – Cllr. Walsh had received concerns in respect of visitors to the Grantley Arms and the parking problems. It was Resolved that Grantley Hall are in talks with the school and that this matter be held until an outcome was known.
(2026-27 – 52) Disrepair of old bus shelter – Following a discussion it was Resolved that no action would currently be taken and the situation could be reviewed if the structure became dangerous.
Ongoing issues:
(2026-27 – 53) Commuted sums – Cllr. Lennon advised that some progress had been made with NYC agreeing to merge some of the sites. It was Resolved for Cllr. Lennon to request a merger of Sawley verges which may result in sufficient funds to purchase a new bench.
(2026-27 – 54/55) SPRF accounts update – The Clerk informed the meeting of requests from both Co-op Bank and Cambridge Building Society. It was Resolved for all present to sign the requested minute detailing each organisations specific requests (copies attached).
(2026-27 – 56) VAS – order placed – The Clerk advised that funding for this item would be subject to section 137 rules (a briefing note had been circulated). It was Resolved to use £235 of CIL funding from 2023 towards the project costs.
(2026-27 – 57) Playground inspections and equipment repairs – Cllrs. Walsh and Smeeden advised that quotes obtained were considered expensive and further quotes would be sought. Following discussions on the damaged play area surface caused by the Wellingtonia tree it was Resolved to ask Farm and Land for a quote to remove the tree with the remaining trunk formed into a seat.
(2026-27 – 58) Sawley flooding – Highways report awaited – It was Resolved to check with NYC Cllr. Cunliffe-Lister to see if a report will be produced.
(2026-27 – 59) Suitable sites for wild flower areas – As no suitable sites were identified it was Resolved not to pursue this for this planting season.
(2026-27 – 60) Noise concerns at Grantley Hall – The Clerk reported no response had been received to emails sent, it was Resolved to try one further attempt.
(2026-27 – 61) Road surfacing – Cllr. Walsh advised that a complaint had been logged and NYC Cllr. Cunliffe-Lister informed, it was Resolved no further action was necessary at this time.
 (2026-27 – 62) .gov.uk email – the Clerk advised that the new email address was up and running however this could not as yet be accessed on his phone. It was Resolved for the Clerk to seek advice from the P.C.s I.T. contractor APG.
Financial matters:
(2026-27 – 63) The following accounts were Approved for payment:
	Defib Warehouse
	pads & battery
	
	£428.40

	HMRC
	PAYE/NI
	
	£125.72

	M J Miller
	Clerks salary (May)
	£450.19

	HMRC
	PAYE/NI
	
	£125.72

	M J Miller
	Clerks salary (June)
	£446.19

	Oak Landscape
	Grasscutting
	
	£600.00

	M J Miller
	Secure Postage
	
	£10.60

	Cartridge People
	Stationary
	
	£84.78

	
	Grasscutting
	
	£600.00

	Zurich 
	annual policy
	
	£632.00

	
	
	
	£3,503.60



(2026-27 – 64) The bank reconciliation report for the period to 16th July 2026 was Resolved to be correct. Current bank balances agreed at:
        HSBC a/c 716     £11,171.81
        HSBC a/c 208       £6,828.98
           Total funds:    £18,000.79

(2026-27 – 65) Insurance quotations – following two higher quotes from other companies it was Resolved to renew with Zurich for 2026/27 at an annual fee of £632.
(2026-27 – 66) Internal audit quotes – three quotes were considered and it was Resolved to accept the lowest fixed fee of £400 from IAS Yorkshire Ltd.
(2026-27 – 67) HSBC – it was Resolved for the Clerk to complete the necessary mandates to separate the SPRF accounts.
Planning consultations:
(2026-27 – 68) APPLICATION NO: 26/02590/FUL
PROPOSAL: Conversion of stables & stores to form annex.
LOCATION: Green Acres Sawley Moor Lane To Risplith North Yorkshire HG4 3EY
Option ‘C’ submitted.
(2026-27 – 69) Agenda items were received to be considered at the next ordinary meeting of the Parish Council –
Picking Gill information board – Cllr. Learoyd 
 
(2026-27 – 70) The date, time and venue of the next ordinary meeting were confirmed as: 7:30p.m. 17th September 2026 at Sawley Village Hall.


These minutes were recorded and prepared by the Clerk to the Parish Council, Martyn Miller.
Signed as a true record by Cllr. Lennon, Chair      


……….……………………………………………………………………….
Date: 23rd September 2026
At the Extraordinary Meeting of the Grantley & Sawley Parish Council held on 23rd Sept 2026 it was resolved by unanimous vote to approve these Minutes, copies of which had been previously circulated to Members, as a true and correct record. These Minutes were then signed by the Chairman accordingly.
The signed Minutes are held in the Parish Council minute book at the Clerk’s address, below, and can be viewed by prior appointment.
Clerk: Martyn Miller, Sutthills, Gate Bridge Road, Galphay, HG4 3NT.  Tel: 07729696302
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