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TOTAL TREE TREATMENT 
ALL ASPECTS OF SURGERY 

TREE FELLING, ROOT GRINDING 
CONSULTANCY &  

ADVISORY SERVICE 

FULLY INSURED 

FOR THE BEST QUOTE CALL 
BRAD SHEEHAN (01403) 730771 

01306 711124 
Mobile 07775 727121 

www.capeltreesurgeons.co.uk 

PREMIER CARRIAGE SERVICES

Surrey Hills and surrounding areas

All areas of the country covered
Including all of London
All Airports, Seaports

Eurostar Terminals

seater vehicles available
Including courier service

Contact: 07768 686700
Email: premiercarriages@yahoo.com



IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO
ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE,

PLEASE CONTACT 
FIONA LEAR

fionalear@btinternet.com

pjcole.com

Septic Tank, Cesspit and Sewage 
Treatment Plant (STP) Emptying

STP Servicing and Repair

New Installations of Sewage Tanks, 
including Klargester and Clenviro Systems

CCTV Drainage Surveillance

Guidance and Compliance Reports 
regarding the General Binding Rules, 
when buying or selling a property



IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO
ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE,

PLEASE CONTACT 
FIONA LEAR

fionalear@btinternet.com
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THE PARISH OF RUSPER 
SERVICES AT ST MARY MAGDALENE’S 

CHURCH RUSPER 
JUNE 2026 SERVICES 

 
 

Eucharist at All Saints, Roffey Wednesdays at 10am followed by 
refreshments 
 
Services in June      
Thursday 4th  Durrants Village   10:30am Eucharist 
Sunday 7th St Mary Magdalene, Rusper 8am     Eucharist 
  St Saviour, Colgate  11am    Eucharist 
Sunday 14th  All Saints, Roffey  9:30am   Eucharist  

St Mary Magdalene, Rusper 11am     Eucharist 
Sunday 21st  St Mary Magdalene, Rusper 8am    Eucharist    
  All Saints, Roffey  9:30am   Eucharist 

St Mary Magdalene, Rusper 11am      Eucharist 
Sunday 28th   All Saints, Roffey  8am       Eucharist 

St Mary Magdalene, Rusper 11am.     Eucharist 
 
Why not visit the Rusper Church website and follow Nick on Facebook? 
If a priest is required at short notice and Nick is unavailable, please 
contact the Churchwardens. 
Rector Revd Nick Flint 01293 871251 
Authorised Lay 
Minister 
Churchwarden 
Churchwarden 

Mr Chris Pearce 
 
Mr Stephen Busby 
Mrs Maggie True 

01403 268047 
 
01293 871219      
01293 871722 

Treasurer Mrs Lorna Reeves 01293 871012 
 

Nick is here to minister to all who have need in our parish. He is keen to be told 
if someone has moved in and to have an opportunity to visit newcomers. Holy 
Communion can be arranged for the housebound or those who are sick. Nick 
tries to take Friday as a rest day each week, so he kindly suggests that you only 
contact him on a Friday in matters of urgency 
                                                                                                    
Information on services is updated monthly on: www.rusperchurch.org.uk 
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The Rectory 
High Street 

Rusper 
RH12 4PX 

I approached the Archdeacon of Horsham over a year ago now to 
explore a way forward based on the inevitability that whenever I retire 
Colgate Roffey and Rusper would be served by one priest. In response 
the interim role was created by the diocese as a three year project.  

At that point, reflecting how quickly thirty years at Rusper seem to have 
passed I chose some words as a personal mantra, as a kind of motto, 
Some words of Saint John Henry Newman, a pioneer in the Church of 
England Oxford Movement which produced such churches as All Saints . 

Newman said One gains nothing from sitting still I am sure the apostles 
did not sit still. 

I'm writing this on Ascension Day. on this holy day we recall the climax of 
Jesus’ earthly life and ministry. An invitation to look heavenwards, 
to move heavenwards in heart and mind in hope of continually dwelling 
with God. 

 
 
Nick 
 
Check Website and Church Facebook for news and updates. Email 
Nick if you would like to receive the weekly update. 
fathernickflint@gmail.com rusperchurch.org.uk  
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RUSPER SPORTS CLUB 
Thanks to all those who visited and supported the Rusper Sports Club stall on 
May Day. As a result, we now have quite a few more new members. All we need 
now is the weather! 
Tennis 
Membership is due on June 1st. Please note: as of June 1st, the tennis courts will 
be padlocked to ensure members' use only. Each member will be sent the code 
after joining. Do not forget to lock the gate after use. The decision to lock the 
courts had to be taken in order to stop dog fouling and wheelies on the courts, 
as well as guaranteeing that courts booked online by members are available for 
them. Any guest playing with a member is asked to contribute £2 per session, all 
of which goes towards maintaining and improving the club. This can be posted 
at 2, Normans Cottages, High Street, between the playground and the shop. If 
you would like to learn or improve your tennis either as an individual or in a 
group (children and adults), Mike Costa is our experienced and licensed coach. 
For no obligation information on lessons, courses and prices please contact him 
on 07944 775262 or visit http://www.ruspersportsclub.co.uk and click on tennis. 
Football 
No football in June, but this will restart on July 1st. There was an encouraging 
response following the article in April's Rusper Parish News and the number of 
junior players (7–11 year olds) has increased. This means that the number of 
teams has also increased, but there's still room for more players, both boys and 
girls, regardless of ability – you just need to be keen! Why not give it a try? 
Not a junior? Adult players are welcome too, open aged, youth and veteran.  
Adult teams play on Saturday afternoons and Sunday mornings. Come along 
and cheer them on! For more information, go to 
players@horshamcrusadersfc.com 
Basketball 
The basketball court continues to draw players and it's wonderful to see it being 
used. The court is for members' use only and there is a £2 per session fee for 
any non member found using the court. You can't get much for £2 these days, 
so please be honest and pay up, or better still, become a member. All money 
received goes towards maintaining and improving the club. Money can be 
posted at 2, Normans Cottages, High Street, between the playground and the 
shop. 
Club Update 
Work continues in the pavilion on essential repairs and updates to the plumbing 
and kitchen. 
The ref's room will be updated in the very near future. 
The football pitch will soon be hosting junior matches for younger players. 
Increased signage is coming, so please be sure to read it. 
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The use of the facilities are for Rusper Sports Club members only so please join 
the club. Without our loyal members, we would be unable to keep the club 
running. Last year's court refurbishments and the addition of the new basketball 
court were only made possible thanks to members' subscriptions, grants and our 
small dedicated committee. 
Membership 
The membership for this season runs from when you join now to 30th April 
2027. From next season, the membership will run for one year from 1st May 
2027. 
An online membership form is the method of submitting your application. It can 
be accessed via https://forms.gle/RwSxZmTVtLsjUgqa6 or by scanning the QR 
code below. Payment is via BACS to Rusper Sports Club, Sort Code 09-07-25, 
Account No. 39265187 using your surname as the reference. 
Membership Fees for the 2026-2027 Season: 
Family* – £80 
Adult – £40 
Junior (under 18)** – £20 
Senior Citizen (over 60) – £20 
* Up to five individuals living at the same address 
**Under the terms of our insurance Junior members 
must be supervised by an adult at all times when using 
the facilities. 
A 50% discount is applicable for those who hold a Horsham District leisure 
access card, proof of eligibility to be sent to 
memberships@ruspersportsclub.co.uk 
Rusper Sports Club Committee 

_______________________ 
  

CHURCH CLEANING 
 
Church Cleaning Rota for June 2026 

June 5th  
June 12th  
June 19th 
June 26th   

Ros Maiden 
Elaine Farrow 
Gill Fleming 
Fiona Lear 

01403 257088 
01403 257788 
01293 871371 
01293 871509 

 
Sue Matthewson 01293 8712665 
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RUSPER CHRONICLE 
 

May meeting. We enjoyed an afternoon in Rusper Church discussing the 
rebuilding of the Church in 1855 by the Broadwood family. We know the 
foundation stone was laid in June 1854 which we all set out looking for 
but with no luck! 
 
In February 1854 the plans were left in the Star Inn for builders to tender 
for the work of demolishing the old church and rebuilding with the 
addition of a south aisle. The builder Mr Dalby of Steyning won the 
tender and in addition to adding the south aisle, the porch was rebuilt. 
 
The cost including the tablet over and railings around the Broadwood 
vault was £2694 which in today’s money would be just under £300,000. 
 
Joan Frazer  

_________________________ 
 
 

 
 
 
 

   RUSPER CHAT 2026 
 
 
 

	 
FRIDAY 26th JUNE 2.30PM 

ANGIE – HILLS BARN 
 

ANY QUERIES? PLEASE CONTACT  
PAM 07887 653364 / KAY 07765 018100  

ALL VERY WELCOME! 
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LIZ KITCHEN 
 
My brothers & I were very honoured when the Parish Council got in touch 
saying they would like to install a bench in memory of Mum and her work 
in Rusper and the wider community. 
We were asked for our thoughts for the inscription for the plaque and, after 
much consideration, we decided on “proud to serve the village she loved.” 
Because she really was.  Ever since moving to Rusper in the 1960s, she 
was an integral part of village life, serving on the Parish Council and later 
as a local Councillor, as well as countless committees and fundraising for 
local causes.  It was always more than just a role for her, she had a strong 
sense of community and dedication to public service but, above all, she 
loved people and was always interested in them, even if they didn’t share 
each other’s views. Whether we were in the shop, church or village pubs, 
she always seemed to know everyone and was happy to stop and chat.   
Of course, to us at home as children, she was always just Mum.  But we 
were aware she did something important because of the huge amount of 
phone calls she had throughout the day and the piles of papers on her 
desk that the cat would knock off when he was trying to find a patch of 
sun. 
During election season we would help deliver leaflets, often accompanied 
by the dogs, and she would cover most of Rusper and beyond, stopping 
to talk to anyone we met.   
She also proved an invaluable source of local knowledge for school 
projects over the years, including a GCSE project on the redevelopment 
of Horsham, just after the “new” Swan Walk opened. 
She always enjoyed helping out at village events and fundraising for 
numerous local causes, including being an enthusiastic fundraiser for St. 
Catherine's Hospice over many years. 
Her dedication to public service and great affection for the village was 
undeniable.  After her death in February 2025, it was a comfort for us to 
receive so many letters remembering her common sense, warmth and 
positive outlook.  As a family, it is lovely to have this tribute in the 
playground where we spent happy times as children.  She would be slightly 
embarrassed but also very honoured. 
 
Geoffrey, Victoria & Anthony. 
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RUSPER PARISH COUNCIL 
Rusper Parish Council has held its latest meetings, covering a broad 
range of community projects, planning matters, financial decisions, and 
key local issues affecting the parish. Below is a summary of the main 
points discussed. 
Public Participation & Community Updates 
Members of the public attended the Open Forum and received updates 
on community initiatives, including the donation and forthcoming 
installation of thememorial bench in the playground.  
Recreation Ground & Sports Club 
Significant attention was given to the Recreation Ground and Pavilion, 
with a number of essential works and safety measures agreed: 

• Emergency plumbing and electrical works were approved (up to 
£3,100 pus contingency) ahead of mandatory Health and Safety 
Executive (HSE) testing 

• A further HSE test and training session was approved (up to 
£500) 

• Additional investigations will be carried out into ceiling repairs and 
drainage issues 

• The Recreation Ground shed is required to be cleared of waste 
by the end of May 

• Minor maintenance issues, including drainage improvements at 
the Star pump trough, were discussed 

• Further long-term expenditure for the site will be brought back to 
a future meeting 

Financial Matters 
The Council approved the March financial reports, reconciliations, and 
schedule of payments. Key updates included: 

• Internal audit scheduled for 11 May 2026 
• Agreement to open a new savings account with Hinckley and 

Rugby Building Society and close the existing Nationwide 
account 

• Approval of £300 for new village planters, compost, and planting 
• Confirmation of Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) income of 

£11,324.13 
• Progress on a grant application for CCTV improvements at 

Rusper Store 
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• Removal of one bank signatory from Unity Trust Bank 
Community Governance & Projects 
Councillors discussed the forthcoming Horsham District Council 
Community Governance Review, which may affect parish boundaries, 
particularly around the Mowbray site. A working group has been formed 
to prepare the Parish Council’s response. 
Community projects progressing include: 

• The memorial bench, now ordered with a brass plaque agreed for 
installation 

• Repairs to the Lambs Green telephone box and a village 
fingerpost (to be progressed by relevant committees) 

• Tree issues within the Recreation Ground, including 
encroachment from neighbouring properties 

• Future defibrillator installation plans following completion of 
related works 

The Annual Parish Meeting will be held alongside the Annual Parish 
Council Meeting on 26 May 2026. 
Planning Matters 
Planning Applications Considered 
The Planning Committee met on 21 April 2026 and considered the 
following applications: 
DC/26/0515 – Bonwycks Place, Ifield Wood 
Installation of 23 solar panels on an existing barn roof. 
Decision: Support – the proposal was welcomed for its contribution to 
renewable energy and use of an existing building. 
DC/26/0482 – 2 Rose Cottages, Friday Street 
Demolition of outbuildings and erection of a double garage with ancillary 
accommodation above. 
Decision: No objection, subject to the use remaining ancillary to the 
main dwelling. 
DC/26/0269 – Hawksbourne Wood, Rusper Road 
Variation of conditions relating to access and water neutrality 
requirements. 
Status: Noted 
West of Ifield Development 
The Committee received an update on DC/25/1312 – West of Ifield, a 
major planning application due for decision in June 2026. 
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Members noted that amendments are expected from Horsham District 
Council, but consultation documents remain incomplete, particularly in 
relation to transport evidence. The Clerk has been asked to seek 
clarification on all amendments and consultation deadlines. 
The Parish Council will review and respond once full information is 
available. 
Horsham District Local Plan 2023–2040 
Councillors received updates from the ongoing Local Plan Examination 
hearings. 
While initial impressions suggest the Planning Inspector is broadly 
supportive of the housing strategy, the Parish Council continues to raise 
concerns regarding: 

• The proposed spatial strategy and its alignment with the overall 
plan 

• The inclusion of the Ifield development, which is considered 
potentially unsound 

• The treatment of unmet housing need, particularly wider regional 
pressures from the south coast 

These matters will continue to be reviewed as the hearings progress. 
Planning Enforcement & Appeals 
No new appeals or amendments were reported. 
Next Meetings 

• Planning Committee Meeting: Tuesday 19 May 2026 
• Parish Council Meeting (AGM & Annual Parish 

Meeting): Monday 26 May 2026 
Everyone Welcome 
Members of the public are warmly invited to attend Parish Council and 
Committee meetings. Your views and participation are encouraged and 
valued. 
For further information, please contact the Parish Clerk: 
clerk@rusper-pc.gov.uk 
Phone: 07380 468256 
www.rusper-pc.gov.uk 
Residents are encouraged to stay involved and to contact councillors or 
the Clerk with any concerns. www.rusper-pc.gov.uk 
Parish Council Clerk 
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SAVE WEST OF IFIELD CAMPAIGN 
It was lovely to chat to so many people at the Rusper May Fair – thank you!  
Last month we said that we would be participating in the examination hearings 
for Horsham’s Local Plan alongside Rusper Parish Council. This is only the 
first round of hearings and covered housing numbers overall not specific sites 
like the West of Ifield. We spoke on a couple is of issues including the need for 
full and transparent financial viability assessments (FVA) for all strategic sites 
being considered for allocation in the Plan. This became particularly relevant as 
Homes England suddenly announced in the hearings that they were changing 
their planning application to include 40% affordable housing and not 35%. In 
parallel we have now written to Horsham Council asking for a full and detailed 
FVA for the West of Ifield to be published before the Council makes a decision 
on the planning application, which they have said they hope to do in June or 
July. You can see more on this is our May 
newsletter: https://www.savewestofifield.co.uk/newsletters                           
We’ve also started to work with lawyers on the grounds for a legal case against 
Horsham Council should they decide to permit the West of Ifield application.     

Meanwhile you may remember that many of the statutory consultees to the 
planning application had requested additional information from Homes England. 
This information is now on Horsham Council’s planning portal, as are the further 
responses from the statutory consultees. Our view is that Homes England’s 
plans are still not sound, particularly their proposed mitigations for increased 
traffic and for the loss of Ifield golf course, and that their failure to acknowledge 
the lack of sewage processing capacity is unlawful.     

What next? Many people continue to respond to the planning application, 
and we can all do this right up until Horsham Council make a decision. if you 
need help, please see the Save West of Ifield 
website: https://www.savewestofifield.co.uk, the Rusper Parish Council 
website: https://www.rusper-pc.gov.uk/community/rusper-parish-council-
20862/west-of-ifield-plans/ or email us at: savewestofifield@gmail.com 
In terms of Horsham’s Local Plan, the Inspector hopes to be examining 
development sites, including the West of Ifield, over the next few months, 
including a public consultation in the summer and further hearings in 
October. See the Inspector’s latest letter 
here: https://www.horsham.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/163874/IDJB05-
Inspectors-Post-Hearing-Letter.pdf As always, thank you for your ongoing 
support. And do keep an eye on our website and Facebook for updates.  

Fenella Maitland-Smith 
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EDITORS 
 
Please remember to let the editor underlined below have all items for the 
July 2026 edition by 14 June 2026. 
 
Fiona Lear   Rutland Lodge, East St    07816 584908
    fionalear@btinternet.com 
John Jory 3 Fox Close, Southbourne, Emsworth,    

07887 804223 
    johnmjory@gmail.com 
Ella Beckmann  Blackwells, Horsham Rd     07712 482186 
    21ellagb@gmail.com  

___________________ 
 
Please contact: 
Treasurer – John Jory. For donations towards the cost of publishing the 
Rusper Parish News. These can be made by bank transfer to - Sort 
Code: 30 94 41 Account Number: 00007348 Account Name: PCC RUSPER 
– MAGAZINE.    
Advertising and Editorial Manager - Fiona Lear 07816 584908 
fionalear@btinternet.com 
General Enquiries - Judy Butler (871845) (raybenbutler@gmail.com) 

____________________ 
 

DONATIONS TO RUSPER PARISH NEWS 
 

Just £5 from every household is fine and can be paid directly into the Rusper 
Parish News bank account. The Bank details for direct transfer are - Sort 
Code: 30 94 41 Account Number: 00007348 Account Name: PCC RUSPER 
– MAGAZINE.  Thank You 

_______________________ 
 

RUSPER VILLAGE HALL 
 
If you wish to book Rusper Village Hall for any event, please visit the 
Village Hall website https://ruspervillagehall.org.uk which contains a 
booking form. 



IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO
ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE,

PLEASE CONTACT FIONA LEAR
fionalear@btinternet.com



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
www.ruspervillagestores.co.uk 

01293 871366 
 

Cold wine & beers, Confectionary, Soft drinks, Fresh & frozen local meat 
Fruit & veg, Bread & milk, Hot food & drinks, Newspapers & magazines, 

Fresh bread cooked instore, National lottery and much more! 
 
 
 

Shop & Post Office opening times  
 

Monday – Friday 7.30 am - 6.00pm  
Saturday 8.30am – 4.30pm  
Sunday 8.30am – 2.00pm  

 
 

RUSPER ACUPUNCTURE 
CLINIC 

Acupuncture / Shiatsu massage 
Reflexology / Scalar wave laser 

 

Headaches, back pains, sports 
injury, fertility, allergies 
01293 871737 / 07769755675 

www.rusperacupunctureclinic.co.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

If you have fallen trees 
 on your property  

or have previously had 
 trees felled 

 we offer a complete  
service to cut and split your 

timber into logs  
 

Friendly and reliable  
service    

 
Call us on: 07584 469355  
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ON 01293 871266

Call us on 0776 3662747

Cylinder grinding, rotary blades, chipper blades and hand tools sharpened
All makes and models serviced and repaired

Free local collection available
Call us on 0776 3662747

Or email sarablunden59@gmail.com

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO
ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE,

PLEASE CONTACT 
FIONA LEAR

fionalear@btinternet.com

MAT JORDAN PAINTING/DECORATING  AND 
GENERAL MAINTENANCE 

Local, reliable and fully insured. Interior and 
Exterior decorating, repairs and general home 
maintenance undertaken. Friendly service and 
free quotations. 

Contact Mat on 07557539200 or 
Mattjordan944@gmail.com 

  
 

  



 

 

Medical Aesthetics
Botox, Fillers, Skin Peels

by an experienced medical practitioner

Facial and body treatments
Plus a specialist in electrolysis permanent hair 

removal and all non-malignant skin issues

MILLFIELD HOUSE, RUSPER

07976 686127
01293 871406

The Beauty
Studio

Building & Renovation Company

Capel: 01293 871008
Email: info@lyneandco.co.uk 

View examples of our building and joinery work at:
www.lyneandco.co.uk

Quality building and carpentry work
Bespoke joinery 

Painting and Decorating
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Do YOU need a driver to take you to Appointments? 
     Or take you shopping?    Or to Village Functions, 
     Or to visit relations/friends in local care homes? 

 
THERE ARE VOLUNTEERS IN 

NEWDIGATE & RUSPER WHO CAN 
HELP 

 

07596 989932 
 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO
ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE,

PLEASE CONTACT  
FIONA LEAR

fionalear@btinternet.com
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Falcon Financial Planning Ltd….
….for advice on investments and pensions.

‘Laurel Cottage’, Horsham Road, Rusper RH12 4PR

OOppeenn  aarrtt  ggrroouupp 
 

All abilities welcome 
 

Rusper Village Hall 
 

Wednesday evenings 
Term times only   

7:30pm - 9:30pm. 
Tina Stass  01293 529038 

£4.00 Per session 

ALL ASPECTS OF DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL 
ELECTRICAL WORK UNDERTAKEN.

QUALIFIED INSTALLERS OF ELECTRIC CAR
CHARGING POINTS.

E: overtonelectricaluk@yahoo.com

07779 630 452


