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Over £1 Million Awarded to Dorset Council to Help End Homelessness
Dorset Council is receiving over £1 million of government funding to help some of the most vulnerable people in the area avoid becoming homeless or living on the streets.  
The council put forward two applications for grant funding from the Single Homeless Accommodation Programme (SHAP) earlier this year, to support the expansion of the Bus Shelter Project in Weymouth and the creation of a brand-new Complex Women’s unit. 
The Bus Shelter Project
The first grant of over £281,000, will help build five self-contained modular homes – also known as ‘pods’ – for people who are ready to live independently at the Bus Shelter, situated on the council’s old park and ride site.
The Bus Shelter provides people with somewhere safe to sleep, where they have their own front door and access to a communal living and kitchen area.
Since the charity, the Bus Shelter Project, opened in 2021, it has helped 47 individuals find a safe shelter from the streets.
Complex Women’s Unit
The second grant of over £781,000, will go towards providing much-needed accommodation and services to women who have complex lives and need to be housed in a female-only environment. 
Research carried out by Dorset Council, has identified women are sleeping rough in the county who have complex needs. Some of the women were reportedly putting themselves at risk and avoiding sleeping on the streets by sofa surfing in dangerous environments or tolerating abusive relationships.  
The council are contributing around £539,000 to purchase accommodation for the Bus Shelter and the Women’s Unit, taking the total investment in the schemes to over £1.6 million.
If anyone is concerned about a loved one who is homeless or is facing homelessness, please email housinghelp@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk or call 01305 221000.

Committee approve Housing Strategy ahead of next week’s Cabinet
One of Dorset Council’s key documents, the Housing Strategy, is a step closer to being adopted by the council. Today, the People and Health Overview Committee recommended it for approval to Cabinet.      
The strategy sets out the priorities and approach to meet local housing needs and objectives over the next five years and will be supported by the emerging delivery plan.  
It brings together extensive research and analysis of housing issues from a local and national context.  Internal and external stakeholder engagement and 2,137 responses to a 10-week public consultation have also helped to shape the strategy.   
Lead member for Housing, Councillor Graham Carr Jones said, “This high-level strategic approach supports our vison of affordable, suitable, secure homes where our residents can live and thrive as part of sustainable and thriving communities. We had to be bold and forthright in our thinking and recognise we had to do this collaboratively.  I am excited to be sharing this strategy and to see this through.  We call it a living document for a reason, not only because at it’s about the people of Dorset but also in recognition of the varied and ongoing challenges and changes that require us to be nimble, empathetic, and effective.” The strategy will be presented to Full Council on 14 December.

More support available to families, thanks to Dorset council’s new Family Hubs
New Family Hubs are already enhancing the lives of parents and carers, with more set to open across Dorset in the coming months. 
Family Hubs are welcoming places that families with children and young people of all ages can visit when they need information, advice, or assistance. They also offer activities and social opportunities to help people feel more connected to their communities and make friends. 
The existing Family Hubs, currently located in Wimborne and Ferndown, are already making a significant difference
Family Hubs offer various services for families, babies, children, and young people, including those with special education needs and disabilities. 
Services include stay-and-play sessions, health visiting, midwifery appointments, parenting advice and support, and informative sessions on a variety of well-being topics. The friendly teams at both sites are always on hand to support, advice, and guidance whenever needed. 
People have mentioned that beyond accessing support, the centres have also helped them feel more connected in their local community and meet other parents. 
In addition to the existing Family Hubs already open at Leigh Park in Wimborne and The Centre in Ferndown, two more are set to open their doors in Bridport and Wareham by the end of the year. 
This is part of an ongoing project, and more Family Hubs are planned to open throughout 2024. This will include Littlemoor, Portland, Dorchester, Weymouth, and the North Dorset area. 
As part of this initiative, an online Family Hub is currently being developed to make it even easier for families to access information and assistance conveniently from any location at any time. 
Families can find out more about the Family Hub offers at www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/family-hubs or on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/dorsetfis/groups. 

Grant funds for businesses, community groups and organisations set to launch
Following Cabinet endorsement at its December meeting, the Dorset Council UK Shared Prosperity Fund and Rural England Prosperity Fund grants for both community groups and organisations, together with local business grants, will launch on Tuesday 12 December 2023.
Community groups and organisations can apply for grants between £1,000 and £15,000. Local business grant awards are from £2,000 to £20,000 per business.
Dorset Council has been allocated just over £6 million via the UK Shared Prosperity Fund (UKSPF) for use within the county, with funds available until completion in March 2025.
The scheme is a central pillar of the UK Government’s Levelling Up agenda and provides £2.6 billion of funding for local investment by March 2025.
The Fund aims to improve pride in place and increase life chances across the UK by investing in communities and places, supporting local businesses, people, and skills.
There are three fundamental elements to the Fund: People’s pride in the place they love; Empowered local leaders and communities; and Stronger social fabric with better life chances.

Community groups and organisations grants
Dorset Council is keen to provide support for grassroots community-led development, supporting local groups to lead on what their community needs and wants. For example, community infrastructure; the facilities, structures and environment of a neighbourhood which contributes to the quality of life and overall safety and health of a community. Groups or organisations are required to provide at least 10% match funding (cash or in-kind match funding is acceptable).

Local business grants
Businesses can apply for grants towards digital technology and innovation, research and development, business growth and exports. Such as:
Purchase of new equipment; software development and implementation; adaptations; automation and robotics.
Support with Intellectual Property (IP); patents; trademarks; designs; copyrights; or other options for protecting IP; capital funding for new machinery for new products; and development of new services or products.
Grants to facilitate growth, promote innovation and increase productivity.
Grants to facilitate and support businesses that are either wish to start exporting or are already doing so.
Businesses must provide 100% match funding in cash and are required to undertake a diagnostic support with our lead business partner, WSX Enterprise.
For full details about the grant schemes, including terms and conditions, can be found on the Dorset Council website.

Round 1 of both the UKSPF and REPF will open on Tuesday 12 December 2023 and close on Wednesday 31 January 2024.
The grants will be assessed by a panel made up of councillors, Dorset Council officers and independent reviewers. 
The grants panel will meet every three-weeks, with the first panel meeting planned for early January 2024. Awardees will receive a decision no later than 2 weeks after their respective panel meeting.
These grants must be spent and finalised in this financial year (2023/2024), all complete by 31st March 2024.
Deadline looms to apply for latest round of community grants Calling all voluntary and community groups, last chance to apply for round 6 of the Community and Culture Project Fund.
The funding round ends on 8 January, so there is still time to apply.  
The grants, which are managed by Dorset Council, welcome applications for projects and events for community, arts, accredited museums, heritage, sport, youth, play and physical activity.
Up to £5000 is available for projects that bring communities across Dorset together.
Earlier this year, funding was provided for ‘The Friendly Food Club’ to run a programme of 16 cookery sessions in the community.
Six adults with learning disabilities were one of the lucky groups to benefit from some of the lessons at their Day Care Centre in Weymouth.
As well as learning how to cook simple, healthy, and delicious meals, the group enjoyed sharing the food they had prepared around the table for lunch with their support workers. One of the group members, Liberty, said she wish they could do the classes everyday as it’s so much fun. 
This is one of the many grants awarded to support local communities.  Over the last year, £277,755 has been awarded to a wide range of projects across the Dorset Council area.
Round 4 of the Capital Leverage Fund is also open for applications.
This grant support community and cultural organisations to deliver capital projects which provide new and improved facilities for our communities and residents.
All three grants close at midnight on 8 January.
Find out more about how to apply on the Dorset Council website.

